This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


SJF 

Ccnccva 


•^•r 


KEP0RT8 


WOT  ACC'D 
ie25  17FP 


-J 


OJ  THB 


SUPERINTENDING 


SCHOOL    COMMITTEES 


OF  THX 


CITY  OF  CONCORD, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 


MARCH,  18B6. 


CONCORD,  N.  H. : 
•TATK  CAPITAL  BEPOBTBK  OmCE-BAKTON  It  BAOLBT. 
lUt. 


•HiJV      i*h"- 


^"S/^J 


V 


REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  COMMITTEE. 


In  presenting  to  their  fellow-citizens  their  Annual  Report* 
the  Committee  feel  constrained  to  say,  though  called  to 
encounter  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  they  have  endeav- 
ored  to  meet  the  high  respqn^tibilities  placed  upon  them,  with 
candor  and  fidelity.  They  have  reproved  where  duty  com- 
pelled,  praised  where  merit  demanded,  whether  it  fell  on 
friend  or  stranger.  '^  Offend  we  may ;  do  our  duty  we  must,** 
has  been  their  motto.  Their  aim  has  been  so  to  discharge  their 
various  duties  as  should  best  tell  for  the  mental  and  moral 
elevation  of  teachers  and  scholars,  and  best  promote  the 
cause  of  popular  education  in  our  community. 

It  was  the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  meet  each  of  those 
purposing  to  teach  within  their  limits  at  their  public  meet- 
ings  held  for  the  examination  of  teachers,  (of  which  notice 
was  given  through  the  various  newspapers  of  our  city,)  not 
only  for  thorough  examination,  but  for  consultation  and 
encouragement  in  the  arduous  and  important  duties  which 
lay  before  them.  But,  through  the  negligence,  either  of 
Prudential  Committees  or  of  teachers,  quite  a  number  did 
not  present  themselves,  but  applied  to  individual  members  of 
the  Committee,  and  thus  lost  the  benefit  of  that  interesting 
interview. 

Perhaps  some  of  our  young  teachers,  naturally  diffident, 
shrink  from  the  **  fiery  ordear*  of  an  examination  before  the 
Board  of  Committee.  But,  if  they  are  to  be  officers  in  the 
educational  army,  to  such  a  feeling  they  should  never  yield. 
They  have  much  more  to  fear  in  assuming  the  responsibili- 
ties of  one  of  the  most  important  occupations  in  society,  and 
should  avail  themselves  of  every  means  and  opportunity  for 
preparation  for  their  great  task,  that  they  may  show  them- 
selves approved  workmen. 

Most  of  those  who  have  applied  for  certificates,  have  evinc- 
ed a  good  degree  of  mental  training,  and  of  mental  ability 
to  teach.     But  the  practical  application  of  their  accomplish- 


ments  is  more  fully  developed  in  the  Heports  on  the  separate 
schools  of  each  Ward.  Generally,  we  may  say,  it  has  been 
with  honor  to  themselves  and  profit  to  those  placed  under 
their  charge. 

The  Committee  would  here  say,  there  has  been  a  general 
and  great  deficiency  in  the  filling  of  the  Registers.  They 
venture  the  assertion,  that,  according  to  the  laws  of  New 
Hampshire,  not  one  half  of  our  teachers  are  entitled  to  pay 
for  their  services.  In  a  number  of  cases  it  has  been  impos* 
sible  to  get  the  statistics  required  of  the  Committee  by  law ; 
and  they  have  been  obliged  to  go  to  the  Districts  and  get 
theur  information  aa  best  mey  could.  The  Prudential  Com- 
mittees should  see  that  the  teachers  have  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Statutes,  or  withhold  their  pay. 

The  average  attendance  in  the  various  schools  compares 
well  with  that  of  former  years,  and  the  evil  of  irregularity, 
we  think,  is  becoming  less.  And  yet  there  is  great  need  of 
more  punctuality.  In  one  of  our  large  schools  with  one  of 
the  best  of  teachers,  the  average  attendance  was  only  one 
half  of  the  whole  number  of  scholars.  Parents,  will  you 
think  of  the  waste  of  time  and  money  ? 

l!*he  Committee  feel  unwilling  to  close  this  Report  without 
referring  to  the  importance  and  necessity  of  having  a  general 
Superintendent  for  all  the  schools ;  that  all  may  enjoy  alike 
the  benefits  of  the  public  treasury. 

The  subject  was  most  ably  presented  by  the  Committee  of 
last  year,  in  their  Annual  Report.  We  would  make  a  few 
additional  suggestions. 

The  Committee  are  aware  that  the  fear  of  increased 
expense  is  the  great  objection  with  many.  '*  Let  us  reason 
together.**  With  the  present  defective  system,  twenty-six 
men  are  employed  as  Superintending  Committees.  These 
men  must  either  work  for  nothings  or  be  paid.  If  they  work 
for  nothing,  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  much  from  them.  If 
they  receive,  as  the  law  prescribes,  ^^  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation,*' it  must  cost  something.  According  to  the  City  Re- 
ports, the  Committee  of  last  year,  received,  in  all,  for  their 
services,  9340,90.  And  the  Committee  are  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  the  schools  would  be  improved,  Hf  a  suitable 

Serson  had  the  supervision  of  all  the  schools,)  if  the  remain- 
er  of  his  salanr  was  to  be  paid  from  the  amount  of  money 
BOW  expended  for  school  purposes. 


With  the  present  system,  there  is  much  waste  of  time  and 
DHMiey.  The  Prudential  Committees  employ  their  teachess 
^^ften  same  relative  or  yHeiuI— with  little  reference  to  their 
fitness  for  the  particular  schools  they  are  to  teach.  In  one 
school  of  thirty-three  scholars,  a  teacher  was  employed  of 
rery  good  attainments,  hut  rather  deficient  in  energy,  for 
ei^Ju  dollars  per  month.  In  another  school  of  thirteAi 
scholars,  where  there  was  little  or  no  call  for  eneigy  and 
discipline,  another  was  employed  for  ten  dollars  per  month, 
with  just  the  qualifications  for  the  former  school,  which  was 
good  for  nothing  with  the  teacher  it  had,  hut  hoth  might  have 
been  good  schools,  had  the  teachers  been  placed  in  the  oppo* 
site  ones,  which  would  naturally  have  been  done  by  a  gen- 
eral Superintendent,  who,  in  securing  teachers,  first  exam- 
ines the  candidates,  and  knowins  the  condition  and  wants  of 
every  school,  is  prepared  to  make  a  judicious  selection  and 
distnbution  of  teachers,  where  they  can  labor  to  the  best 
advantage. 

So  fiur  as  the  (Committee  are  able  to  learn,  this  system, 
wherever  adopted,  has  given  good  satisfaction,  and  met  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  warmest  friends.  And  we 
hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  see  this  ac- 
complished in  Concord.  The  Committee  most  earnestly 
denre  to  have  the  Capital  of  the  State  at  least  not  far  behind 
her  sister  cities  in  the  cause  of  Popular  Education. 


HIRAM  WHITCHER, 
ARTEMAS  B.  MUZZEY, 
JAMES  D.  PAGE, 
ABIAL  ROLFE, 
ENOCH  JACKMAN, 
SIMEON  ABBOTT 


Superintending 

School  Committee 

of  the  City  of 

Concord. 


WARD  ONE.— District  No.  1. 

The  Summer  School  of  this  District  was  tausht  by  Miss 
Louisa  Runnels.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  mis  teacher 
commenced  her  task  under  rather  imfavorable  circumstances, 
but  we  are  happy  to  say  that  she  acquitted  herself  with  fair 
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saccess.  Her  manner  of  teaching  was  mild  and  persuasive, 
not,  however,  quite  energetic  enough  for  the  times,  yet  her 
examinations  were  quite  satisfactory. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  hy  Mr.  Gorham  D.  Tenney. 
The  general  deportment  of  the  school  was  good,  and  some 
visible  marks  of  improvement  exhibited  themselves  on  the 
day  of  examination.  We  think  this  teacher  has  a  happy 
faculty  of  governing,  but  must  improve  somewhat  in  energy 
to  become  a  successful  teacher. 

District  No.  2. 

Both  Terms  of  this  School  were  taught  by  Miss  Martha 
Famum.  It  is  very  seldom  that  a  school  is  found  wherein 
improvement  has  been  made  like  this.  Only  a  short  vaca- 
tion intervened  between  the  summer  and  winter  schools, 
which  virtually  condensed  them  into  one.  In  my  experi- 
ence, I  have  never  found  an  instance  where  so  much  im- 
provement has  been  made,  especially  in  mental  arithmetic. 
Her  method  of  government  was  mild,  yet  very  decided ; 
and  the  order  of  the  school  was  such  as  would  recommend 
her  to  any  who  are  in  want  of  a  teacher. 

ABIAL  ROLFE, 

Sup.  School  Com.  Ward  One. 

WARD  TWO.— District  No.  12. 

A  spirit  of  harmony  and  mutual  kindness  was  displayed 
throughout  the  Summer  Term,  and  the  close  gave  evidence 
that  the  labors  of  the  teacher,  Miss  Kate  C.  Kimball,  though 
rendered  unusually  arduous  by  deficiencies  in  previous  in- 
struction, had  not  been  unavailing.  Specimens  of  composi- 
tion were  exhibited  of  an  interesting  character.  Miss  K. 
reports  a  general  and  cheerful  compliance  with  her  regula- 
tions, and  the  co-operation  of  parents  and  citizens.  A  greater 
degree  of  restlessness  prevailed  than  would  have  been  desir- 
able, for  which  the  teacher  was  not  considered  altogether 
responsible ;  the  construction  and  location  of  the  school- 
house,  of  which  she  very  justly  complained,  rendered  her 
efibrts  to  secure  quietness,  uncommcmly  difficult  and  perplex- 
ing. A  building  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  jhe  school, 
and  possessing  a  less  antiquated  character,  would  reflect 


hoDor  on  the  worthy  and  eatBrpmmg  inhabitants  of  the  Dla- 
trict,  and  call  forth  a  simultaneous  response  of  gratitqde  fimn 
teacher  and  scholars. 

Mr.  John  A.  Putney  presided  over  the  Winter  School,  in 
which  he  fully  sustained  his  reputation  as  an  efficient,  ener- 
getic and  active  teacher;  every thbg  connected  with  the 
school  evinced  a  happy  arrangement,  combined  with  whole- 
some and  judicious  regulations.  The  marked  propriety  of 
conduct,  and  the  evident  regard  manifested  by  the  pupils  for 
the  wishes  of  the  teacher,  deserve  the  highest  commenda- 
tion. Thorough  elementary  instruction  was  given  in  con- 
nection with  rapid  and  permanent  advancement. 

DiSTBICT  No.  13. 

Mr.  Philip  Hunt  was  employed  as  instructor  of  both  Sum- 
mer and  Winter  Terms.  He  was  young,  and  entered  the 
school  without  any  experimental  knowledge  in  teaching. 
The  summer  school  commenced  with  a  fair  prospect  of  suc- 
cess ;  but  a  want  of  attention  and  studious  effort  with  many 
scholars,  and  a  subsequent  decline  of  interest,  was  perceiv- 
able in  the  exercises  at  the  close.  The  winter  term  had  a 
more  successful  termination ;  a  more  thorough  course  of  in- 
struction produced  perceptible  improvement.  Good  order, 
and  a  general  feeling  of  interest  prevailed.  The  teacher 
reports  the  large  scholars  as  deserving  especial  praise  for 
good  behavior  and  cheerful  attention  to  their  studies. 

District  No.  14. 

The  Summer  Term  was  placed  under  the  instruction  of 
Miss  Lizzie  E.  Smart.  In  consequence  of  parental  objec- 
tions to  certain  regulations,  reciprocal  feelings  were  produced 
of  an  uapleasant  nature,  and  the  progress  of  the  school,  in  a 
measure,  arrested.  Miss  S.  evinced  a  degree  of  firmness  and 
decision  in  sustaining  her  government,  seldom  possessed  by 
teachers  of  her  age  and  experience.  The  recitations  at  the 
closing  examination  were  prompt  and  accurate. 

The  teacher  of  the  Winter  School,  Miss  Eliza  Randall, 
labored  with  unceasing  diligence  in  promoting  the  interests 
of  those  committed  to  her  charge ;  her  efforts  would  doubt- 
less have  been  crowned  with  more  abundant  and  general 
success,  had  she  cherished  less  of  an  indulgent  spirit,  and 
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secured  a  more  quiet  sohool-room.  The  marked  ability  and 
excellent  scholarahip  of  several  pupils  produced  favorable 
impressions. 

District  No.  15. 

Miss  Joanna  M.  Drake  taught  the  Summer  School.  She 
was  young,  and  entered  the  school  without  any  experience 
in  teaching.  The  school  closed  without  notice,  and,  conse- 
quently, without  examination. 

The  Winter  Term  was  instructed  by  Mr.  Joseph  N.  San- 
bom,  whose  success  met  with  the  cordial  approbation  of  his 
employers. 

District  No.  19. 

The  first  Term,  in  charge  of  Miss  H.  J.  Melville,  was  em- 
inently successful.  The  interest  and  anxious  solicitude  ev- 
idently manifested  by  the  teacher,  were  reciprocated  by 
thoroughly  committed  lessons,  and  a  cheerful  acquiescence 
in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  school ;  the  movements 
of  the  scholars  were  unusually  quiet  and  orderly.  The 
demonstrations  on  the  board,  and  the  recitations  of  several 
classes  were  highly  meritorious  ;  of  which  the  class  in  Phy- 
siology deserves  especial  notice. 

The  Winter  School  was  engaged  by  Mr.  J.  Frank  Smith, 
who  entered  the  school  with  little  experience  in  teaching. 
Many  of  the  scholars  evinced  a  desire  to  improve,  while  with 
others  the  development  of  the  mental  powers  was  evidently 
not  their  paramount  object  To  the  interests  of  such,  a  more 
efficient  discipline  would  not  have  been  detrimental.  The 
desire  of  the  parents  of  the  District  to  promote  the  cause  of 
education  is  apparent,  not  only  in  providing  a  convenient  and 
eonmiodious  building  for  the  accommodation  of  their  children, 
but  in  dieir  watchful  care  over,  and  frequent  visits  to,  the 
school-room.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  conducive  to  the  ed* 
ucational  interests  of  our  community,  if  this  remark  would 
admit  of  more  general  application. 

District  No.  21. 

The  Summer  Term,  of  eight  weeks,  kept  by  Miss  Lydia 
E.  Potter,  terminated  with  general  satisfaction.    She  labor- 


•d  fintiifully,  and  wHh  pimly  beneyolent  mothrea,  for  the 
oifject  of  her  trust ;  diacarding  all  ezhibitioos  not  desiffQed 
to  enhance  the  trae  and  permanent  interests  of  the  school. 
The  exercise  of  more  restraint  on  some  pupils,  might  hate 
been  attended  with  fhvorable  results. 

The  second  term  was  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  John  Ham. 
The  general  appearance  of  the  school  indieated  uniformity 
in  goremment,  and  cheerful  resignation  on  the  part  of  the 
scholars.  His  explanations  were,  in  geneml,  full  and  ex- 
plicit, and  the  method  of  imparting  instruction  S3rstematic 
and  comprehensive.  Mr.  Ham,  though  young,  justly  merits 
die  confidence  of  the  public,  as  a  teacher. 

District  No.  22. 

The  Summer  Term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Jane 
E.  Brown,  and  continued  eight  weeks.  It  numbered  thirty- 
four  scholars.  Miss  B.  is  a  young  teacher,  and  has  not  quite 
the  sternness  of  discipline  for  such  a  school  as  this.  The  Dis- 
trict repaired  their  school-house  last  spring,  and  made  it  quite 
comfortable  for  school  purposes ;  still  they  need  a  new  school 
house ;  then,  with  an  experienced  teacher  that  would  keep 
order,  this  would  be  a  fine  school. 

The  Winter  Term  was  kept  by  Mr.  Ira  Chase,  who  kept  a 
good  school,  and  had  very  good  order;  the  school  made 
commendable  progress  in  their  studies.    This  term  contin- 
lied  eight  weeks,  and  contained  thirty-two  scholars. 
ENOCH  JACKMAN, 

Sup.  School  Cam.  Ward  Two. 


WABD  THBEE.--D1STRICT  No.  4. 

The  Summer  Term  in  District  No.  4  wad  taught  by  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Davis,  but,  on  account  of  ill  health,  she  was  obliged  to 
ck»e  the  school  aher  five  weeks.  The  improvement  in  most 
of  the  branches  tau^t  was  creditable.  The  scholars  were 
respectful  and  attentive  to  the  wishes  of  the  teacher.  Morals 
and  deportment  were  reported  good.  Whole  number  of 
scholars,  29  ;  average  25. 


The  classes  in  the  several  branches  piirsued  were,  viz  : 
In  read  in  rr, 'J!)  ;  Smith's  Quarto  (ieogra{)hy,  11;  Adams' 
Revised  Arithmetic,  13;  Colburn's,  11;  Holbrookes,  2; 
Emereon^s,  7 ;  English  Grammar,  3 ;  Physiology,  3. 

The  Winter  Term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Mr.  J. 
MSton  Flint.  Mr.  Flint  manifested  sood  judgment  and  dis- 
•retion  in  his  finit  attempt  at  school-keeping,  and  his  efforts 
were  crowned  with  success.  The  scholars  were  attentive  to 
Iheir  studies,  and  order  and  good  goyemment  prevailed 
through  the  term.  At  the  exammation,  the  scholars  appeared 
to  good  advantage  in  the  various  exercises  and  reviews  of 
studies.  The  scholars  were  reported  upright  in  deportment 
mnd  morals.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  30  ;  average,  25. 
Classes :  In  Town's  Reader,  29  ;  Smith's  Geography,  13 ; 
Adams'  Revised  Arithmetic,  18 ;  English  Grammar,  7;  Phys- 
iology, 4.    School  house  not  sufficient  for  so  good  a  school. 

District  No.  5. 

The  Summer  Term  in  this  District  was  taught  by  Miss 
Alma  J.  Famum.  This  is  a  small  school  of  only  10  scholars. 
Average  attendance  9.  The  teacher  has  the  faculty  of  se- 
curing the  confidence  and  afiections  of  her  pupils — qualifica- 
tions which  every  teacher  ought  to  possess  to  become  suc- 
cessful in  school-keeping.  The  school  appeared  scholar- 
like in  all  its  exercises,  based  upon  order  and  good  gov- 
ernment. The  lessons  were  generally  well  committed,  and 
the  scholars  appeared  to  have  made  goed  progress  in  their 
studies.  Classes :  In  Reading,  10 ;  Adams'  Revised  Arith- 
netic,  3 ;  Colburn's,  2 ;  Emerson's  Second  Part,  2 — First 
P&rt,  3 ;  Holbrook's,  1 ;  Smith's  Geography,  4 ;  English 
Grammar,  2. 

Of  the  Winter  Term  in  this  district  little  can  be  said  in  its 
praise.  Mr.  E.  P.  Famum,  the  Aeent,  under  embarrassing 
circumstances,  gave  instruction,  and  after  three  weeks  of  un- 
successful effort,  although  there  was  some  improvement  in 
writing,  the  school  abruptly  closed.  Mr.  C.  B.  Bouton  then 
went  into  the  school,  and  continued  it  three  weeks  more«  when 
an  unhappy  instance  of  insubordination  occurred,  which  the 
teacher  attempted  to  subdue,  but  failed,  and  it  was  thought 
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advisable  under  the  circumstancet  to  Mag  the  achool  to  a 
ek»e.     No  register  has  been  returned. 
SIMEON  ABBOTT, 

Sup.  School  Com.^  Ward  nrm. 


WARD  4.— DisTBicT  No.  6- 

This  is  a  very  small  district,  containing  but  few  scholars. 
Their  school  house  is  a  miserable  affiiir,  unfit  for  school  pur* 
poses,  of  which  the  rich  looking  farmers  of  the  district 
ought  to  be  ashamed. 

The  Summer  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Emily  P.  Mann, 
continuing  12  weeks.  This  was  Miss  M^s  first  school,  in 
which  she  did  as  well  as  could  be  expected  under  the  cir- 
cumstances.   This  term  numbered  13  scholars. 

The  Winter  Term  was  kept  by  Miss  E.  Annie  Smith,  and 
continued  11  weeks.  Miss  S.  is  an  able  teacher,  and  worthy 
of  a  larger  and  better  school.  At  this  term  only  8  scholars 
attended  the  school. 

This  is  the  only  district  in  this  Ward  which  is  under  the 
"  Somersworth  Act,^^  under  which  all  our  schoob  ought  to 
be,  or  else  none  of  them,  as  it  appears  to  me. 
HIRAM  WHITCHER, 

St^.  School  Cbm.,  Ward  Four. 


WARDS  5  AND  6. 

AH  the  schools  in  these  two  Wards  are  embraced  in  the 
Unkm  District,  under  the  ^^  Somersworth  Act.^' 


WARD  7. 

This  Ward  contains  six  school  districts,  and  four  schools 
belonging  to  Union  District,  which  are  reported  by  the  Con- 
mittee  of  said  district. 


^ 
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DiSTBICT  No.  7. 

The  Summer  Term  of  this  school  was  taught  hy  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Geoi^,  who  has  shown,  in  this  her  first  attempt, 
her  ability  and  desire  to  make  herself  useful  in  teaching,  and 
doubtless,  with  age  and  experience,  will  make  one  of  our 
best  teachers. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Elsie  K.  Sargent, 
who  also  manifested  a  happy  adaptation  to  her  employment, 
wd  labored  industriously  for  the  good  of  her  pupils.  The 
school  bears  the  impress  of  her  mild  disposition  and  decided 
action* 

District  No.  8. 

The  Summer  Term  was  commenced  by  Miss  Mary  E. 
Langdon,  and  taught  seven  weeks,  when  her  health  failed, 
and  she  was  obliged  to  resign  her  charge.  Miss  Annette  E. 
Eastman  was  employed  to  complete  the  term.  The  school 
made  fair  progress,  but  suffered  undoubtedly  from  the  inter- 
ruption of  clumge  of  teachers. 

The  Fattj  raBier  than  Winter^  Term  was  taught  by  Miss 
Eastman,  who  closed  the  Summer  term.  The  school  made 
commendable  advancement.  We  were  particularly  pleased 
with  the  exercises  of  the  closing  examination ;  illustrating 
the  teacher^s  ability  as  a  disciplixuirian,  and  a  teacher  in  the 
elementary  branches,  and  in  amwing,  vocal  music,  dec. 

DiSTBICT  No.  16. 

This  school  has  had  but  one  term  for  the  year,  commence- 
ing  Sept.  24 ;  it  continued  17  weeks,  and  was  taught  by 
luss  Sarah  J.  Bumham,  who  evinced  much  patience  and 
perseverance  in  her  little  school,  which  made  good  progress, 
eq)ecially  in  the  art  of  writing. 

DiSTBICT  No.  17. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  £.  Annie  Smith, 
it  being  the  third  season  she  has  taught  the  same  school. 
She  applies  herself  with  diligence  and  success,  and  ranks 
properly  among  our  best  teachers.  The  singing  was  very 
good. 
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The  Winter  term  was  taught  hy  Mr.  John  Pilkinton,  who 
manifested  a  conupendable  interest  in  his  pupils,  and  labored 
to  give  thorough  rudimental  instruction,  and  devoted  his  dpie 
and  enemes  more  to  this,  than  to  the  government  of  die 
nhool,  which  was  too  much  ne^eeted. 

District  No.  18. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  bjr  Miss  Mary  J.  Austin, 
who,  we  think,  felt  deeply  interested  m  her  school.  B^  we 
ue  of  opinion  that  through  the  insubcndination  of  some  of 
the  scholars,  some  imprudence  of  parents,  and  some  lack  of 
energy  in  the  teacher,  the  term  was  rather  a  failure. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  John  C.  Ager,  who, 
thoagh  mild,  was  decided  and  energetic.  He  taught  and 
gofemed  widi  good  success,  and  gave  satisfaction  to  all  con*^ 
cenied. 

DisTEicT  No.  23. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  W.  Abbott. 
The  school  made  good  progress,  and  Miss  Abbott  sustained 
her  reputation  as  a  teacher  qualified  for  her  work. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Isaac  N.  Abbott,  who 
also  gave  satisfaction,  by  diligence  in  appliccUion  to  the  du- 
ties of  his  calling.  The  sch^  for  the  year  has  made  good 
impiroTement 

J.  D.  PAGE, 

;Si^.  School  Cam.  Ward  Seven. 


REPORT  OP  THE 

8UPBEINTBNDING  SCHOOL  OOMMITTBB 

OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

The    Superintending    School  Committee  for  the  Third 
School  District  in  Concord,  under  the  ^i  Somersworth  Act,** 
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make  the  following  Report  of  the  Schools  in  said  District, 
for  the  year  ending  March,  1856  : 

The  Summer  and  Winter  terms  in  the  South  Division, 
were  taueht  by  Miss  H.  Matilda  Brooks.  This  school  has 
been  uniformly  opened  by  reading  from  the  Bible,  and  closed 
by  an  exercise  in  singing.  No  instances  of  insubordination 
or  immoral  conduct  have  been  reported  by  the  teacher. 
Thorough  instruction  has  been  given  in  the  sounds  of  letters, 
accent,  emphasis,  and  modulation.  The  writing  books  ex- 
hibited fair  improvement,  especially  in  the  Summer  term. 
The  method  of  discipline  has  been  persuasive.  The  efforts 
of  the  teacher  to  secure  order  have  been  successful,  by  keep- 
ing the  scholars*  attention  upon  their  lessons,  and  by  occupy- 
ing their  time  in  a  useful  manner.  Several  evenings  were 
gratuitously  devoted  to  improvement  in  spelling,  and  three 
valuable  prize  books  were  awarded  by  the  teacher.  The 
committee  were  gratified  with  the  success  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher,  manifested  by  the  general  improvement  and  order 
of  the  school.  In  both  terms  there  have  been  eight  visits 
from  the  Superintending,  and  five  from  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee, together  with  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  visits  from 
citizens  of  the  district. 

The  Summer  term  in  the  North  Division  was  taught  by 
Btiss  Augusta  M.  Cooper.  In  this  school  the  opening  exercise 
was  reading  from  the  Bible  by  the  scholara,  and  prayer  by 
the  teacher,  and  singing  at  the  close.  The  scholars  were  re- 
ported moral  in  their  deportment,  and  dutiful  to  their  teacher. 
The  school  has  been  well  instructed,  and  the  committee  be- 
lieve good  improvement  has  been  made  in  all  the  branches 
taught«  The  method  of  discipline,  as  reported  by  the  teacher, 
is  persuasive.  The  committee  award  to  Miss  Cooper  the 
reputation  of  having  sustained  in  her  school  a  degree  of  sys- 
tem and  good  order  which  they  have  never  seen  surpassed.' 
This  school  had  three  visits  from  the  Superintending,  and 
two  from  the  Prudential  Committee,  and  visits  from  fifty  citi- 
zens of  the  district. 

The  Winter  term  in  the  North  Division  was  taught  by  Miss 
Sara  F.  Tenney.  This  school  enjoyed  the  same  religious  ex- 
ercises as  in  the  summer  term,  and  ¥ras  reported  by  the 
teacher  moral  in  character,  and  dutiful  in  deportmenL  There 
had  evidently  been  good  instruction  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 
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and  commendable  appUoatioii  on  the  part  of  the  acholan. 
InstBOces  of  fine  reading  were  notieed  by  the  committee, 
good  spelling,  and  thorough  knowledge  of  die  sounds  of  kt- 
tefi.  The  writing  books  were  kept  well,  exhibiting  fidr 
BpedmeoB  of  improvement.  Ghratuitoos  evening  schools 
were  attended  for  improvemeet  in  spelling.  This  school  had 
three  visits  from  the  Superintendmg,  and  three  from  the 
Fradential  Committee,  and  was  visited  by  fifty  citizens  of 
Ae  district. 

In  closing  the  report,  the  Committee  notice  with  pleasure 
die  general  harmony  and  good  feeling  existing  among  our 
schotars,  and  the  interest  and  satisfaction  manifested  by  p»> 
iwits  and  citizens,  the  past  year.  Much  credit  is  due  the 
Prudential  Committee,  Mr.  Chandler  Eastman,  for  his  fidelity 
and  promptness  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty. 

Books  Used. 

The  Bible;  Webster's  Spelling  Book;  Town's  series  of 
Reading  Books ;  Town's  Speller  and  Definer ;  Emerson's, 
Holbrook's,  Colbum's,  and  Adams'  Arithmetics ;  Smith's 
and  Weld's  Grammar ;  Smith's  and  Mitchell's  Geography ; 
History  ;  Natural  Philosophy ;  Physiology ;  Geography  of 
the  Heavens,  and  Algebra. 


raA  ROWELL, 
SIMEON  ABBOTT, 
MOSES  H.  FARNUM, 
B.  F.  HOLDEN, 
STEPHEN  CARLET0N,3 


Siqferintendinff 

School  Committee^ 

District  No.  8. 


KEPORT  OF  THE 
SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  OOMMITTEH 

OF  DISTRICT  NO.  20. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  District  No.  20, 
in  Concord,  under  the  Somersworth  act,  present  the  following 
report  for  the  year  ending  March,  1856. : — 
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At  the  oomi^Dcement  of  the  Summer  Term,  this  school 
I  diTided  into  three  departments,  Tiz  :  the  Primary,  Inter- 
mediate, and  Higher  department. 

SuMMBB  Tbbm.  The  primary  department  was  under  the 
change  of  Miss  Eliza  Dimond,  who  prored  herself  a  faithful 
and  successful  teacher,  and  remarkably  well  adapted  to  the 
instruction  of  childxen,  from  the  fact  that  she  felt  the  great 
responsibility  of  her  charge,  and  that  she  was  accountable 
to  a  higher  power  than  the  committee  or  parents,  for  the 
welfare  of  children  placed  under  her  care.  She  used  great 
effxt  in  the  moral  training  ci  her  scholars,  endeavoring  to 
impress  upon  their  young  and  tender  minds  the  difference 
between  right  and  wrons— the  importance  of  embracing  the 
one  and  shunning  the  omer.  Miss  Dimond  manifested  great 
interest  and  zeal  in  her  calling,  and  put  forth  unwearied 
effort  for  the  welfare  of  her  scholars. 

The  intermediate  department  was  taught  by  Miss  Louisa 
H.  Morrill,  whose  faculty  for  teaching,  together  with  her 
lady-like  deportment,  had  a  fovorable  influence  upon  her 
pupils.  The  eovemment,  though  mild,  was  firm  and  steady. 
She  succeeded  well  in  gaining  the  esteem  and  respect  of  her 
sdiolars.  Miss  MorrilPs  experience  in  teaching  enabled  her 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  school-room  with  ease  and  skill, 
and  with  satisfaction  to  the  committee. 

The  higher  department  was  under  the  instruction  of  Miss 
Flora  M.  Morrill.  There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
school  while  under  her  charge.  All  who  heard  her  recitations 
will  peiceive  that  she  has  acquired  that  accuracy  and  pre- 
cision in  her  method  of  instruction  which  few  possess.  The 
elear  and  distinct  enunciation  of  every  letter  and  syllable  by 
eosry  scholar  in  reading  and  spelling,  and  the  mathematical 
precision  of  stating  and  solving  questions  in  written  and 
mental  arithmetic  will  be  highly  appreciated  by  all  who  know 
their  value.  Scholara  thus  taught,  if  they  attend  school  as 
they  should,  cannot  &il  to  become  good  readers  and  expert 
business  men  and  women.  The  committee  could  speak  defi- 
nitely lof  classes  in  the  school  dunng  the  term,  were  it  desir- 
able, but  those  present  at  the  examination  could  judge  some- 
thing of  the  faithfulness  of  the  teachers  in  all  the  de- 
partments, by  the  promptness  of  the  scholars.  The  orderly 
appearance  of  the  classes  in  this  and  the  other  departments, 
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at  the  closing  examination,  which  the  pupib  exhibited,  must 
have  highly  interested  all  present ;  and  the  committee  have 
DO  hesitancy  in  saying  that  the  summer  term  in  all  the  de- 
partments was  entirely  satisfactory  and  successful. 

WiNTXB  Tbbm.  The  primary  department  was  taught  by 
UGas  Harriet  E.  Worth.  Miss  Worth  has  not  had  much  ex- 
perience in  teaching,  but  gave  good  satisfaction.  Her  man- 
ner of  government  is  very  mild  and  conciliatory ;  she  gained 
the  love  of  all  her  scholars,  and  at  the  closing  examination 
her  school  appeared  very  well.  She  is  a  teacher  of  promise, 
and  with  age  and  practice  will  probably  excel  in  thiis  useful 
calling. 

IiTTEBMEDiATB  DsFAKTMENT.  Miss  E.  R.  Eincaid,  tcachcr. 
Hiss  Kincaid^s  literary  attainments  are  good ;  her  mode  of 
management  in  school  very  mild ;  more  energy  blended 
with  the  same  mildness  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, have  had  a  very  good  effect  upon  a  portion  of  her 
scholars,  and  been  conducive  to  the  good  of  her  school.  The 
school  appeared  fair  at  the  closing  examination. 

The  Higher  Defabtment  was  under  the  charge  of  Miss 
Martha  Famam,  whose  literary  attainments  are  ample.  Her 
explanations  to  her  classes  demonstrated  that  she  was  well 
qualified  for  the  station.  But  the  usefulness  of  her  labors 
was  very  much  impaired  by  the  want  of  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  parents  in  assisting  her  to  maintain  proper  discipline. 
Iliere  were  some  cases  of  insubordination  which  were 
promptly  attended  to  by  the  committee,  which  resulted  in 
reclaimmg  some,  while  others  lefl  the  school,  as  the  commit- 
tee suppose,  with  the  approbation  of  their  parents.  When 
will  parents  do  their  duty  to  their  children  ?  When  children 
get  the  impression  from  their  parents,  either  expressed  or 
implied,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  teachers 
employed  (especially  if  they  are  females)  will  be  able  to 
govern  them,  it  requires  no  great  prophetic  power  to  tell  what 
Sie  probable  conduct  of  tlK»e  children  will  be  in  school.  If 
brute  strength  has  become  the  necessary  qualification  of 
teachers  of  common  schools,  the  committee  would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  electing  none  but  Sampsons  to  fill  the  office 
of  committee.  Then,  when  the  candidates  present  them- 
selves, step  into  the  ring  and  "  square  away"  **  Tom  Hyer" 
style.  If  the  conunittee  come  off  second  best,  give  the  can- 
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didates  a  certificate  of  qualification,  and  install  them  as  the 
proper  instructors  of  youth !  It  does  not  require  a  great 
degree  of  inspiration  when  visiting  a  school  to  select  Uiose 
scholars  that  are  sent  there  with  the  understanding  that  they 
are  to  obey  the  rules  of  the  school-room.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  mere  lads  do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  name  of 
God  in  vain,  in  and  about  the  school-house,  and  cast  profane 
language  at  their  teacher  even,  and  in  the  school-room,  too, 
the  committee  feel  that  they  have  reason  to  tremble  for  them 
and  their  parents  also,  and  for  the  community  in  which  such 
influences  are  brought  to  bear.  Parents  may  contribute  very 
much  to  render*  a  school  profitable  to  their  children,  and 
pleasurable  to  both  teachers  and  pupils.  Many  with  a  good 
motive,  if  motive  they  have,  render  the  teacher^s  labors  very 

ferplexingy  by  the  liberties  which  they  give  their  children, 
arents  should  carefully  guard  against  giving  their  children 
any  liberties  to  be  exercised  in  and  about  the  school-house. 
If  they  ask  any,  tell  them  to  do  as  the  teacher  wishes — im- 
press this  upon  their  minds  and  see  that  they  do  it.  These 
remarks  are  made  in  the  utmost  kindness,  to  aid  in  the  man- 
agement of  schools.  Parents  should  manifest  an  interest  in 
the  progress  of  their  children.  They  should  question  them 
frequently  with  regard  to  their  studies,  and  how  they  succeed. 
Visit  the  schools  frequently,  and  counsel  the  teachers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  management  of  their  children.  They  can  also  do 
much  by  assisting  their  children  at  home.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  interest  will  be  increased  until  every  parent  and 
guardian  shall  visit  our  schools  at  least  twice  during  each 
term,  and  thus  become  acquainted  with  the  teachers.  What 
a  vast  additional  amount  of  good  would  result  from  the  in* 
struction  given  in  our  public  schools  if  a  strong  sympathy 
thus  existed  between  the  instructors  of  our  youth  and  their 
natural  guardians.  Will  not  parents  consider  this,  and  here* 
after  come  up  to  the  help  of  those  who  may  be  employed  to 
instruct  their  children,  and  assist  them  in  making  out  the 
path  which  shall  lead  to  all  that  is  desirable  in  the  accom- 
plished scholar  of  maturer  years.  The  committee  made  it 
a  point  to  visit  the  schools  by  one  or  more  of  their  number, 
every  week  during  each  term,  and  counsel  the  teacher,  and 
render  such  advice  and  aid  as  they  deemed  necessary.  In 
their  opinion,  much  credit  is  due  the  Prudential  Committee* 
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Miss  Hannah  E.  Bell,  in  the  same  section,  has  kept  an  ex- 
cellent primary  school.  The  children  have  usually  done 
well  in  their  various  exercises,  and  the  teacher  combines 
great  gentleness  of  manner  with  decision,  as  well  as  thorough 
instruction. 

The  new  primary  school,  in  the  same  building,  has  been 
unfortunate  in,  the  necessary  changes  of  its  teachers.  Miss 
L.  A.  Sanborn,  was  doing  admirably  well,  when  ill  health 
compelled  her  to  resign  her  situation.  Her  successor.  Miss 
Mary  J.  Page,  secured  a  reasonable  degree  of  order,  and 
was  affectionate  to  her  pupils.  If  we  speak  of  her  deficien- 
cies, we  must  notice  some  lack  of  aptness  to  teach.  Miss 
Bfary  A.  Eaton,  who  succeeded  her,  has  maintained  excel- 
lent order,  and  proved  an  energetic  and  successful  instruc- 
tor. The  reading  in  this  room  deserves  to  be  especially 
commended,  as  loud,  distinct  and  correct. 

Intermediate  Schools. 

The  school  of  this  grade,  taught  by  Miss  P.  J.  H.  Pitman 
in  the  South  Section,  appears  always  to  good  advantage.  The 
method  of  the  teacher  is  analytic  and  explanatory,  and  her 
scholars  are  generally  prompt,  accurate,  and  intelligent  in 
their  recitations.  The  reading  is  a  little  too  rapid,  but  other- 
wise correct.  Her  government  deserves  high  praise,  especial- 
ly when  we  take  into  view  the  character  of  some  of  the 
boys  she  has  had  in  her  room. 

Miss  Mary  J.  Coming,  whose  school  was  on  Myrtle  Street, 
did  an  excellent  work ;  her  various  exercises  all  gave  evi- 
dence of  intelligent  and  thorough  instruction.  We  have 
seldom  entered  a  school-room  more  marked  by  its  systematic 
and  quiet,  yet  efficient,  movements.  We  regret  that  ill  health 
deprived  us  of  this  valuable  teacher.  Her  successor.  Miss 
M.  E.  L.  Potter,  is  a  correct  and  faithful  instructor.  The 
influence  of  her  gentle  and  lady-like  manners  csinnot  fail  of 
being  happy.  We  were  glad  to  find  that  she  had  been  able 
to  abandon  the  old  method  of  spelling  for  places,  and  emula- 
tion in  general, '  wit  hout "  as  she  remarked  "  any  loss  of 
interest  or  progress  in  the  studies  of  her  school.^' 

Miss  M.  T.  Elliott,  in  the  Brick  House,  Centre  Section, 
inspires  her  scholars  with  a  spirit  of  improvement,  and  their 
answers  to  her  questions  are  ready  and  correct.  The  disci- 
pline of  the  school  has  been  uniformly  good. 
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Peimary  Schools. 

In  the  North  Section,  Miss  Lucia  Chandler  has  continued 
on  with  her  accustomed  fidelity,  patience,  and  zeal.  The 
order  in  this  school  we  have  found  good,  especially  when  we 
consider  the  large  number  of  the  scholars,  and  their  restless 
period  of  life.  Commendable  progress  has  also  been  made 
in  the  studies  of  the  school. 

The  primary  school  in  Union  Street,  taught  by  Miss  Mary 
£.  Rogers,  has  been  somewhat  unequal  in  its  appearance 
at  the  various  visits  of  the  committee.  We  have  more 
than  once  set  this  down  as  an  excellent  school  of  its  class, 
and  if  at  times  it  has  fallen  below  that  standard,  we  have 
never  lost  our  confidence  in  the  superior  capacities  of  its 
teacher. 

Miss  Anne  R.  Shaw,  in  the  same  building,  always  a  good 
teacher,  has  made  steady  progress  through  the  past  year, 
both  in  discipline  and  successful  instruction. 

The  school  kept  by  Miss  Mary  M.  Blaisdell,  in  the  Brick 
house,  Central  Section,  has  exhibited  specimens  of  good  read- 
ing and  spelling,  and  has,  on  the  whole,  appeared  well. 
The  singing  of  the  children  has  usually  been  fine,  aided,  as 
we  should  like  to  see  it  in  all  cases,  by  the  voice  of  the 
teacher. 

In  the  school-house  on  Spring  Street,  Miss  Lucretia  F. 
Shute,  has  pursued  her  task  with  industry  and  faithfulness ; 
her  discipline  has  been  good,  and  the  reading  and  other  ex- 
ercises deserve  approbation. 

Miss  Sylvia  A.  Folsom,  in  the  same  building,  has  advanced 
her  scholars  in  reading,  spelling,  geography,  &c.,  to  a  fair 
extent  At  the  last  examination,  her  school  manifested  con- 
siderable progress.  With  a  more  energetic  covemment  of 
her  pupils,  we  think  it  would  have  been  still  further  im- 
proved. 

The  Primary  school  taught  by  Miss  E.  A.  Fay,  in  the 
South  Section,  on  Myrtle  Street,  appeared  usually,  so  far  as 
its  studies  were  concerned,  well.  The  teacher  did  herself 
credit  by  several  exercises  beyond  the  ordinary  routine  of 
the  school  lessons ;  although,  in  general,  better  order  was  de- 
niable. Miss  C.  J.  Dairah,  who  succeeded  her  the  past  term, 
is  ambitious  and  energetic.  She  is  a  skillful  teacher,  and 
her  discipline  has  given  us  particular  gratification. 
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been  successful  to  a  mre  degree,  attaiQiDg  order  bj  appa- 
rently simple  means  and  method<i.  Perhaps  her  great  secret 
k  love — ^love  of  her  occupation,  and  love  and  kindness  to  her 
scholars.  This  spirit,  joined  with  dignity  and  firmness,  as  in 
her  case,  must  soon  make  the  rod  an  almost  needless  relic 
^  the  past  Her  scholars  appear  always  happy,  and  their 
xecitaiions  are  prompt  and  accurate.  We  think  it  manifest, 
with  such  an  example  before  us,  that  a  lady  can  keep  a 
good  Grammar  School  in  winter  as  well  as  summer. 

The  South  Grammar  School  has  given  the  Committee  no 
little  trouble.  It  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  M.  E.  L.  Pot- 
ter, the  first,  and  second  terms.  Of  her  good  qualities  we 
have  spoken  already  in  another  place.  The  material  in  this 
school,  however,  demands  ^^sterner  stuff  ^^  in  its  teacher  than 
most  ladies  possess ;  and  hence,  while  the  instruction  was 
thorough,  there  was  not  always  a  proper  quietness  and 
silence  in  the  room.  The  third  term,  this  school  was  taught 
by  Miss  A.  E.  Forrest.  A  few  large  boys  seemed  deter- 
mined to  prevent  her  success,  and  they  innoculated  nearly 
the  whole  school  with  a  similar  spirit.  Had  the  parents  been 
all  aware  of  this  difficulty,  and  striven  at  home  and  abroad 
to  sustain  the  teacher  and  the  Committee  in  meeting  it,  we 
think  perfect  order  might  have  been  maintained.  Miss  F« 
has  labored  very  hard  in  her  position,  and  by  her  faithful  in*> 
struction,  as  well  as  her  efforts  for  good  discipline,  she  de- 
serves the  thanks  of  all  in  any  way  connected  with  this 
school. 

HiGB  School. 

This  school  was,  of  course,  an  experiment,  and  it  has  re- 
quired all  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee  and  their  utmost 
care  to  conduct  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  accomplish  the  no- 
ble purpose  for  which  it  was  established.  In  their  inexperi- 
ence they  admitted  some  pupils  who  ought  to  have  been 
kept  in  lower  schools.  This  evil  has  tended  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  High  School,  and  should  be  sedulously  avoid- 
ed in  the  future.  Let  parents  consider  that  it  is  bettei  for 
their  children  to  remain  in  schools  where  they  can  maintain 
a  fair  standing,  than  be  encouraged  to  enter  one  in  which 
they  must  remain  in  their  classes  only  to  be  disappointed 
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Miss  E.  Goodwin,  in  the  same  section,  secures  admirable 
order,  and  by  kind  means  and  methods.  The  articulation 
and  reading  in  this  school  have  been  fine  ;  the  spelling  ex- 
cellent, and  her  teaching  patient  and  thorough. 

We  may  point,  in  this  building,  to  the  school  of  Miss  Su- 
san R.  Moulton  as  among  the  first  of  its  class.  Her  disci- 
pline is  kind  yet  decided,  rendering  her  pupils  happy  as  well 
aa  obedient  The  exercises  in  this  room  showed  it  to  be  the 
habit  of  the  teacher  to  communicate  many  ideas  beyond  the 
track  of  the  lesson,  and  to  quicken  always  the  mind  of  the 
child. 

Miss  Martha  A.  Tucker,  who  taught  the  Intermediate 
school  in  the  North  Section,  possesses  many  excellent  quali- 
ties for  her  work.  Her  manner  is  quiet  and  pleasant,  and 
not  deficient  in  energy.  She  is  devoted  to  her  task,  and  has 
Won  the  affection  of  her  scholars,  as  well  as  advanced  them 
commendably  in  their  several  studies. 

Grammar  Schools. 

The  Grammar  School  in  the  North  Section  was  kept  the 
first  term  by  Miss  Josephine  Pickering.  It  bore  marks  of 
fiiithful  instruction,  and  her  manner,  while  placid  and  agree- 
able, was  not  deficient  in  force.  This  rendered  her  an  ex- 
cellent disciplinarian.  The  second  term,  this  school  was 
taught  by  Miss  E.  A.  Berry.  She  secured  the  afiections  of 
her  scholars  eminently  ;  as  a  teacher  she  was  analytic  in 
method,  patient  and  assiduous,  maintaining  uniformly  good 
order.  To  the  regret  of  the  Committee  she  resigned  her 
place  early  in  the  third  term.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss 
M.  E.  Hill,  who  proved  herself  a  very  competent  teacher, 
and  might  probably  have  managed  the  school  well  in  all 
respects,  but  for  certain  disorderly  boys.  At  the  closing  ex- 
amination her  scholars  acquitted  themselves  finely. 

The  Centre  Grammar  School  was  kept  the  first  term  by 
Miss  A.  M.  Osgood,  whose  discipline  was  efiective,  although 
not  secured  by  that  perfect  gentleness  and  that  persuasive 
manner  so  desirable  in  the  school-room.  Her  classes  ap- 
peared well ;  and  the  singing,  in  which  the  teacher  partook, 
was  excellent.  The  second  and  third  terms  of  this  school 
were  taught  by  Miss  C.  A.  George.    Her  management  has 
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been  successful  to  a  mre  degree,  attaiuiDg  order  by  appa- 
randy  simple  means  and  metlK>d<i.  Perhaps  her  ffreat  secret 
is  hve — ^love  of  her  occupation,  and  love  and  kindness  to  her 
scholars.  This  spirit,  joined  with  dignity  and  firmness,  as  in 
her  case,  must  soon  make  the  rod  an  almost  needless  relic 
of  the  past  Her  scholars  appear  always  happ)^,  and  their 
xecitations  are  prompt  and  accurate.  We  think  it  manifest, 
with  such  an  example  before  us,  that  a  lady  can  keep  a 
good  Grammar  School  in  winter  as  well  as  summer. 

The  South  Grammar  School  has  given  the  Committee  no 
little  trouble.  It  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  M.  E.  L.  Pot* 
tar,  the  first.and  second  terms.  Of  her  good  qualities  we 
have  spoken  already  in  another  place.  The  material  in  this 
school,  however,  demands  ^^stemer  stuff  '*  in  its  teacher  than 
most  ladies  possess ;  and  hence,  while  the  instruction  was 
thorough,  there  was  not  always  a  proper  quietness  and 
silence  in  the  room.  The  third  term,  this  school  was  taught 
by  Miss  A.  £.  Forrest.  A  few  large  boys  seemed  deter* 
mined  to  prevent  her  success,  and  they  innoculated  nearly 
the  whole  school  with  a  similar  spirit.  Had  the  parents  been 
all  aware  of  this  difficulty,  and  striven  at  home  and  abroad 
to  sustain  the  teacher  and  the  Committee  in  meeting  it,  we 
think  perfect  order  might  have  been  maintained.  Miss  F« 
hss  labored  very  hard  in  her  position,  and  by  her  faithful  uoh 
struction,  as  well  as  her  efforts  for  good  discipline,  she  de> 
serves  the  thanks  of  all  in  any  way  connected  with  this 
school. 

High  School. 

This  school  was,  of  course,  an  experiment,  and  it  has  re- 
<|uired  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee  and  their  utmost 
care  to  conduct  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  accomplish  the  no- 
ble purpose  for  which  it  was  established.  In  their  inexperi- 
ence they  admitted  some  pupils  who  ought  to  have  been 
kept  in  lower  schools.  This  evil  has  tended  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  High  School,  and  should  be  sedulously  avoid- 
ed m  the  future.  Let  parents  consider  that  it  is  bettei  for 
their  children  to  remain  in  schools  where  they  can  maintain 
a  fair  standing,  than  be  encouraged  to  enter  one  in  which 
they  must  remain  in  their  classes  only  to  be  disappointed 
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and  mortified  themselves,  and  be  a  clog  to  the  whole  schooi. 
We  would  say  to  them  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Johnson — ^'^  Child- 
ren can  be  taught  no  faster  than  they  can  learn." 

This  school  has  suffered  also  from  the  narrow  limits  of  the 
room  in  which  it  is  kept.  It  has  had  no  less  than  115  schol- 
ars on  its  roll  the  last  term.  This  large  number,  requiring 
two  assistants  in  addition  to  the  Principal,  certainly  demand 
more  space  than  we  have  had  for  them.  We  need  not  only 
a  larger  main  room,  but  also  two  good  sized,  well  lighted, 
and  well  warmed  and  ventilated,  rooms  for  recitation.  It  b 
a  pitiable  spectacle,  that  of  30  or  40  scholars  crowded  in  a 
space  too  small  for  a  wash-room,  a  lady  and  the  misses  now 
on  wintry  days  shivering  in  their  shawls  or  driven  out  by 
smoke,  and  now  packed  in  mid-summer  within  dimensions 
quite  too  narrow  for  comfort,  and  in  an  atmosphere  little  less 
than  poisoned. 

An  ample  and  well  arranged  school-room  is  full  of  advan- 
tages. It  b  inviting  to  a  good  teacher,  and  nothing  is  more 
repulsive,  on  the  other  hand,  than  one  contracted,  low- 
studded,  dark  and  ill-furnished.  Why  should  not  Concord, 
the  Capital,  present  a  building  for  a  High  School  equal  to 
any  in  the  State  ?  Portsmouth,  Manchester,  and  Somers- 
worth  are.  in  advance  of  us  in  this  respect.  Nashua  has  a 
building  of  fair  exterior  and  admirable  interior  arrangements, 
on  which  with  its  apparatus,  $15,000  were  expended.  Dover 
has  one  of  equal  cost ;  and  should  not  toe  begin  to  contem- 
plate, if  not  so  costly  an  edifice,  yet  one  more  suited  to  our 
wants  than  the  present  ?  The  fact  that  140  different  schol- 
ars have  entered  our  High  School  the  past  year,  shows  that 
our  citizens  appreciate  the  privileges  of  this  institution. 
Let  their  appropriations  come  up  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
case.  Money  is  all  we  want  to  give  us  a  model  building, 
and  that  liberal  apparatus  too,  without  which  many  branches, 
especially  the  Natural  sciences,  can  never  be  properly 
taught.  At  present  we  have  no  means  of  illustrating  Chem- 
istry, Astronomy,  Geology,  nor  any  branch  of  Natural  Phi- 
losophy. Our  children  are  thus  deprived  of  a  most  impor- 
tant part  of  that  instruction  needed  more  and  more  to  fit 
them  for  a  progressive  age. 

The  High  School  has  been  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  S.  D. 
Farnswor£  as  Principal,  and  two  Assistants.  Mr.  F.  entered 
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it  fUversifies  and  enliyens  their  exercises,  and  is  in  all  res- 
pects so  refining  and  improying  in  its  nature,  that  we  hope 
oi|r  schools  of  every  grade  will  soon  enjoy  its  many  benefits. 

Many  more  of  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  school  were 
present  than  at  the  previous  examinations ;  and  they  must 
have  enjoyed  this  demonstration  of  the  value  of  an  elevated 
public  school.  Here  were  pupils  of  both  sexes  mutually  ben- 
efited, the  lads  stimulated  by  the  good  scholarship  and  soft* 
eoed  by  the  milder  manners  of  the  misses,  and  they  in  turn 
inspired  with  confidence  and  self-possession  by  the  presence 
of  the  other  sex.  Why,  indeed  should  we  separate  in  our 
schools  those  whom  Providence  brings  together  in  the  family 
and  in  society.  True  wisdom  enjoins  the  association  at  eve- 
17  age,  under  suitable  vigilance,  of  those  who  must  more 
uid  less  frequently  in  life  mingle  together. 

It  is  good  also  that  those  of  the  poorer  classes  be  elevated 
in  appearance  and  self-respect  by  intercourse  with  children 
from  wealthier  families ;  and  that  these,  on  the  other  hand 
should  estimate  themselves  as  they  must,  by  being  sometimes 
OQtdone  in  scholarship  and  deportment  by  those  they  are  so 
apt  to  regard  as  inferiors. 

Why  should  any  parent  among  us  send  a  son  or  daughter 
to  a  distant  Academy  or  private  school,  when  such  institu* 
tioDS,  not  being  usually  traded  like  the  schools  of  our  Union 
District,  so  often  resemble  in  more  than  one  respect  the  an- 
tiquated or  sequestered  "  Country  School  ?  "  Why  either 
send  a  child  from  home  in  the  hope  of  securing  his  good 
moials  ?  Why  banish  him  from  the  daily  guardian  care  of 
a  fiither  and  a  mother  through  an  exaggerated  fear  of  the 
pollution  of  our  own  public  schools  ?  Do  not  mournful  ex- 
amples often  show  that  the  safest  and  best  education  for  our 
oflS4>ring,  moral  as  well  as  intellectual,  is  that  conducted  be- 
oeath  our  own  eye?  When  they  have  completed  their 
school  studies  they  can  travel  to  advantage  and  gain  a 
knowledge  of  the  world,  wearing  the  shield  of  faithful  paren- 
tal instruction  and  premonition.  No  substitute  can  be  hired  to 
do  for  the  parent  that  protective  work  so  clearly  assigned  to 
him  by  the  God  of  Nature  as  well  as  the  law  of  our  Re- 
deemer. 

We  cannot  close  our  Report  without  adverting  to  the  labors 
tha^  have  devolved  on  the  Committee  during  the  past  year. 
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His  classes  in  all  branches  have  appeared  well ;  in  Arithme 
tic  and  Algebra  few  excel  him  as  a  teacher. 

The  public  examinations  of  the  High  School  have  been 
quite  satisfactory.  At  the  close  of  the  first  term  the  classes 
in  Latin  did  well,  the  Algebra  was  good,  the  Arithmetic  ex- 
cellent, and  the  Geometry  quite  equal  to  it.  The  reading 
was  rapid  and  in  too  low  a  tone — a  fault  by  the  way  of 
nearly  all  the  recitations.  At  the  end  of  the  Fall  term  the 
school  appeared  still  better.    The  recitations  in  Greek  were 

rd,  the  French  was  translated  and  pronounced  well. 
Arithmetic  and  Algebra  the  classes  could  hardly  have 
done  better.  We  saw  in  all  respects  tokens  of  progrgu ; 
and  the  crowded  ranks  of  spectators  showed  that  tills  school 
was  gaining  rapidly  in  the  interest  and  confidence  of  our 
community.  The  last  examination  reflected  the  highest 
credit  on  the  school.  In  the  Greek  language,  Homer  and 
Xenophon,  the  classes  appeared  to  advantage,  and  the  Latin, 
Csesar^s  Commentaries,  gave  evidence  of  industry  on  the 
part  of  both  teacher  and  scholars.  Miss  Dunn  had  devoted 
herself,  it  was  found,  to  her  classes  in  French  with  her  usu* 
al  ability  and  carefulness.  The  examples  in  Arithmetic 
were  performed  on  the  black-board,  as  well  as  orally,  with 
great  readiness  and  accuracy,  and  the  classes  in  Algebra  did 
Exceedingly  well.  A  few  scholars  were  examined  in  Natu- 
ral Philosophy,  and  they  appeared  creditably,  making  us 
only  regret  their  sad  need  of  an  apparatus  for  the  illustration 
of  the  subject 

The  Committee  were  particularly  gratified  with  the  exer- 
cises in  Composition  by  the  misses ;  they  were  mature  in 
character  and  read  with  fine  efiect.  We  were  equally 
pleased  with  the  Declamations  of  the  lads ;  their  manner  was 
forcible,  manly,  and  not  deficient  in  gracefulness ;  the  orig- 
inal declamations  exhibited  much  talent  and  promise.  A 
newspaper,  edited  by  one  of  each  sex,  served  to  relieve  the 
exercises  by  a  happy  intermingling  of  the  gay  and  the 
grave. 

We  missed  at  this  examination  those  exhilarating  tones  of 
vocal  melody  which  we  heard  in  most  of  the  lower  schools. 
Music  is  an  important  aid  in  the  discipline  of  the  school- 
room ;  it  exercises  an  elevating  effect  on  the  devotional  na- 
ture of  the  children,  and  unites  them  in  harmony  and  love ; 
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BOOKS  USED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 
Tower^s  and  Sargent's  Reading  Books;  Mitchell's^  or 
Comeirs  Geography;  Holbrookes  Arithmetic;  Colbum's 
First  Lessons;  Value's  Ollendorf;  Worcester's  General 
History ;  Wood's  Botany  ;  Dayies'  Algebra  and  Surveying  ; 
Davies'  Legendres'  Geometry  and  Tri  gonometry ;  Johnston's 
Natural  Philosophy  ;  Youman's  Chem^  stry  ;  Smith  and  Bur- 
ritt's  Astronomy ;  Cutter's  Physiology ;  Upham's  Mental 
Philosophy ;  Hitchcock's  Geology ;  Comstock's  Mineralogy ; 
Whately's  Rhetoric  and  Logic ;  Wayland's  Moral  Science 
and  Political  Economy ;  Butler's  Analogy ;  Davies'  Bour- 
doa ;  Smellie's  Natural  History ;  Sargent's  Standard  School 
Reader ;  Andrews  and  Stoddard's  Latin  Grammar,  Lessons 
and  Reader ;  Arnold's  Latin  Prose  Composition  ;  Crosby's 
Anabasis ;  Homer ;  Cesar's  Commentaries;  Cicero  ;Virgil ; 
Salliist 
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The  best  abilitiei  and  largest  acquirements  that  are  to  be 
found  amongst  the  citizens  of  our  place  can  never  be  too 
great  for  the  requisitions  of  this  post.  To  examine  all  the 
candidates  for  teachers  of  our  nineteen  schools — changing 
also  frequently,  as  they  have  the  past  year  in  some  parte 
of  the  District ;  to  ascertain  the  qualifications  of  all  the  chil- 
dren, as  they  pass  up  through  the  several  grades ;  to  visit 
each  school  during  the  term,  and  all  in  the  week  of  the  ex- 
aminations ;  to  select  books  for  Manuals  out  of  the  multiply- 
ing productions  of  the  press  ;  to  examine  140  candidates  for 
the  High  School  as  we  have  been  called  to  personally ;  to  hold 
meetings  of  the  Board,  always  monthly  and  frequently  oA- 
ener ;  to  work  their  way  on  by  experiment  in  the  establbh- 
ment  of  a  new  and  large  District ;  to  frame  a  code  of  Regu- 
lations adapted  to  the  changes  of  the  system  ;  and  finally  to 
pay  many  special  visits  to  schools  inclined  to  insubordination, 
to  discipline  individual  scholars  throughout  the  District,  and 
after  their  best  endeavors  meet  perhaps  only  with  censure — 
this  is  no  enviable  office.  We  crave  therefore  for  our  suc- 
cessors ^n  indulgent  regard: 

"Be  to  their  faults  a  little  blind ; 
And  to  their  Tirtues  very  kind." 

We  would  say,  in  conclusion,  that  all  we  need  to  make  the 
Union  District  productive  of  the  best  fruits  to  our  children  and 
the  entire  community  around  us,  is  to  have  parents  feel  that 
on  our  Public  Schools  the  welfare  of  this  Republic  intimately 
and  constantly  depends.  With  this  conviction,  they  will  all, 
rich  and  poor,  high  and  low,  send  their  children,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  these  and  not  to  private  schools  and  Academies 
alone,  either  here  or  abroad.  Give  your  Committee  the 
money  which  now  goes  annually  out  of  town  for  instruction, 
and  they  will  render  our  Public  Schools  all  that  can  be  de- 
sired. One  thing  only  will  then  be  needed  to  consummate 
^is  glorious  work  ;  and  that  is  parental  fidelity,  the  perfec- 
ting of  the  Home  School — that  divine  institution  which  stamps 
its  seal  for  moral,  as  well  as  intellectual,  life  or  death,  on 
every  people  and  place  under  heaven. 
HENRY  E.  PARKER,") 
AMOS  HADLEY,  Superintending 

PALTIAH  BROWN,      >       Committee  of 
ASA  FOWLER,  [      Union  District, 

A.  B.  MUZZEY.  \ 
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BOOKS  USED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 
Tower^s  and  Sargent's  Reading  Books;  MitchelPs,  or 
Comeirs  Geography;  Holbrookes  Arithmetic;  Colbum's 
First  Lessons;  Valuers  Ollendorf;  Worcester's  General 
History ;  Wood's  Botany  ;  Dayies'  Algebra  and  Surveying ; 
Davies'  Legendres'  Geometry  and  Tri  gonometry ;  Johnston's 
Natural  Philosophy  ;  Youman's  Chemistry  ;  SmiUi  and  Bur- 
ritt's  Astronomy ;  Cutter's  Physiology ;  Upham's  Mental 
Philosophy ;  Hitchcock's  Geology ;  Comstock's  Mineralogy ; 
Whately's  Rhetoric  and  Logic ;  Wayland's  Moral  Science 
and  Political  Economy ;  Butler's  Analogy ;  Davies'  Bour- 
don ;  Smellie's  Natural  History  ;  Sargent's  Standard  School 
Reader ;  Andrews  and  Stoddard's  Latin  Grammar,  Lessons 
and  Reader ;  Arnold's  Latin  Prose  Composition ;  Crosby's 
Anabasis;  Homer;  Cesar's  Commentaries;  Cicero ;Virgil ; 
Saliaft 
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lUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 


CITY  OF  CONCORD, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 


MARCH,  1867. 


CONCORD,    N.  H, 
[NDEPENDENT  rfiMOCIlAT  OFFICE— FOGG  &  HADLEY. 

1857. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  COMMITTEE. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  the  City,  for 
the  year  1856-7,  would  hereby  present  to  their  fellow  citi« 
zens  their  annual  report  In  executing  the  duties  of  our  of- 
fice we  have  endeavored  to  discharge  to  the  best  of  our  abil- 
ity, the  high  trust  committed  to  our  hands.  Though  the  du- 
ties of  this  office  are  not  so  onerous  as  diey  have  been  in 
former  years,  on  account  of  the  organization  of  the  Union 
District  and  of  Districts  3  and  20,  under  the  Somersworth 
Act,  yet  much  labor  and  responsibility  have  devolved  upon 
us  in  respect  to  the  schools  of  the  rural  districts,  embracing 
a  growing  population  of  several  thousand  people,  and  about 
1000  children. 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  schools  have,  in 
general,  been  very  successful.  The  teachers  have,  with  few 
exceptions,  given  excellent  satisfaction,  and,  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  instances,  most  cheering  have  been  the  results  of  their 
labors.  Not  only  have  the  most  kindly  feelings  prevailed 
between  the  teachers  and  their  scholars,  but  a  noble  emula- 
tion and  an  intense  love  of  study  have  seized  many  of  our 
children  and  borne  them  to  splendid  achievements. 

It  has  been  the  object  of  the  Committee  to  superintend  not 
only  the  learning,  but  also  the  morals  of  the  schools,  and  to 
inquire  particularly  as  to  any  instances  of  immorality  which 
may  have  occurred,  and  to  discourage  all  falsehood,  profan- 
ity and  disobedience,  and  by  pointed  remarks  and  illustra- 
tions, to  encourage  the  opposite  virtues.  Your  Committee, 
also,  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  more  weighty  matters 
of  religion  and  religious  exercises  in  the  schools.  Convinced 
as  we  are,  that  there  is  no  other  solid  foundation  for  sound 
morals  and  elevated  learning  than  in  the  religion  of  the 
Christian  Scriptures,  we  have  recommended  the  reading  of 
a  portion  of  the  New  Testament,  at  least  once  in  the  day, 
by  all  the  children  able  to  read,  and  we  believe'  it  has  gene- 
rally been  attended  to  as  the  opening  exercise  of  each  day. 
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We  hope  the  day  may  be  far  distant  when  the  Christian 
Scriptures,  with  their  kindly  and  saving  influences,  shall  be 
banished  from  our  schools,  and  when  our  children  shall  cease 
to  hear  in  our  schools  the  voice  of  prayer  offered  up  in  the 
name  of  the  great  Redeemer  for  forgiveness,  salvation  and 
eternal  life.  Sacred  music  has  been  cultivated  in  the  schools 
to  some  extent  with  excellent  results.  We  would  earnestly 
commend  the  continued  culture  of  vocal  music  to  parents 
and  teachers  as  highly  important. 

In  regard  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  our  school- 
houses,  a  commendable  interest  continues  to  be  manifested 
by  the  people.  Old  school-houses  have  been  repaired,  and 
two  new  ones  have  been  built,  much  to  the  credit  of  tlie  res- 
pective districts.  For  specific  information,  we  would  refer 
to  the  Ward  reports.  We  cannot  urge  upon  bur  fellow  citi- 
zens too  strongly,  the  importance  of  having  our  school-houses 
made  warm  and  comfortable.  The  comfort  of  the  body 
is  an  almost  indispensable  condition  of  the  improvement  of 
the  mmd.  A  comfortable  house,  with  comfortable  seats,  and 
some  of  the  adornments  of  taste  in  and  around  our  school- 
houses,  can  never  fail  to  be  a  profitable  outlay. 

In  regard  to  text-books,  globes  and  outline  maps  and  other 
facilities  for  the  work  of  instruction,  we  would  state  that  our 
attention  has  frequently  been  drawn  to  this  subject.  As  to 
text-books,  we  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  recommend 
any  changes,  with  the  exception  of  text-books  on  Geogra- 
phy. After  a  careful  examination  of  the  books  of  Colton 
&  Fitch,  wc  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  should  be  intro- 
duced into  our  schools  in  preference  to  all  others.  We  have 
found  our  schools  generally  supplied  with  outline  maps, 
much  to  their  advantage,  but  we  believe  very  few  of  them 
are  supplied  with  globes.  A  contribution  of  a  few  dollars 
by  the  citizens  of  the  several  districts,  now  deficient,  would, 
in  our  judgment,  be  the  readiest  mode  by  which  to  obtain 
this  useful  article  of  apparatus. 

It  may  bo  proper  to  allude  to  the  appointment  of  a  gene- 
ral Superintendent  for  the  whole  city,  instead  of  the  present 
plan.  It  may  appear  like  presumption  in  us  to  dissent  from 
the  views  of  many  of  our  worthy  fellow  citizens,  who  have  ut- 
tered their  sentiments  in  favor  of  this  change,  yet  we  must 
say  that  the  propriety  of  this  change,  to  our  minds  does  not 
seem  to  be  perfectly  clear.  The  principle  that  "  in  the  mul- 
titude of  counsellors  there  is  safety,^'  seems  to  us  to  be  lost 


sight  of  in  this  contemplated  arrangement.  And  further^ 
the  principle  that  an  intelligent  people  are  better  judges  of 
their  own  wants,  and  are  better  able  to  secure  their  own  in- 
terests than  any  stranger,  likewise  seems  to  be  ignored.  It 
does  not  seem  to  us  probable,  that  any  one  man  can  be  found 
who  can  understand  the  varied  wants  of  our  schools,  scatter- 
ed over  an  area  of  nearly  fifty  square  miles,  as  well  as  the 
present  Superintending  and  Prudential  Committees.  And 
even  supposing  that  this  single  Superintendent  has  the  requi- 
site knowledge  of  evel^  locality  within  our  extended  borders, 
yet,  can  it  be  supposed,  that  he  will  feel  the  same  degree  of 
interest  in  the  schools  as  is  now  felt  by  the  several  Ward 
and  Prudential  Committees?  We  confess  that  we  have 
many  fears  that  the  proposed  change  will  be  fraught  with 
disaster  to  our  present  prosperous  schools,  especially  in  the 
rural  districts.  We  are  of  opinion,  also,  that  nothing  will 
be  gained  on  the  score  of  expense.  "  Reforms  never  go 
backward"  in  this  respect,  at  least.  We  greatly  fear  that 
this  plan  will  operate  to  cut  off  the  sympathy,  already  too 
slender,  of  parents  and  citizens  for  their  schools.  The  citi- 
zens, relieved  of  responsibility,  as  to  authority  and  office,  by 
this  single  functionary,  will  certainly  lose  a  large  degree  of 
their  interest  in  the  schools — a  calamity  greatly  to  be  de- 
plored. A  heartfelt  regard  for  the  interests  of  our  children, 
has  led  us  thus  to  express  our  honest  fears. 


D.  W.  PRATT, 
H.  A.  KENDALL, 
IRA  ROWELL, 
STEPHEN  M.  VAIL, 
HIRAM  WHITCHER, 
JOSEPH  HAZELTINE, 


Superintending 

School  Committee 

of  the  City  of 

Concord, 
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WARD    REPORTS. 


WARD  ONE— District  No.  1. 

The  Summer  Term  of  this  School  was  taught  by  Miss 
Kuth  A.  S.  Hoyt.  This  was  her  first  term.  This  school  re- 
quires a  prompt  and  energetic  teacher.  In  our  opinion^ 
more  energy  and  decision  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  would 
have  been  beneficial.  There  seemed  to  be  a  strong  propen- 
sity  for  whispering  and  idleness  among  many  of  the 
scholars,  and  the  enorts  for  their  suppression  were  rather  a 
failure.  The  closing  examination  indicated  some  improve- 
mpent. 

The  Winter  Term  was  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  A. 
H.  Tilton,  who  proved  hiqfiself  to  be  a  faithful  teacher.  His 
mode  of  instruction  was  thorough  and  full  of  energy  ;  and 
with  more  experience  he  bids  fair  to  become  useful  in  this 
calling.  At  the  closing  examination  it  was  evident  that  a 
marked  improvement  had  been  made.  The  school-house 
in  this  District  is  low  posted,  and  lacks  ventilation — two  seri- 
ous evils.  We  think  much  good  which  might  be  derived 
'from  a  first  rate  school  would  be  lost  for  want  of  pure  air. 
This  is  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  and  so  frequently 
overlooked,  that  we  take  the  liberty  of  noticing  it  in  this 
place. 

District  No.  2. 

The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Louisa  J.  Run- 
nels, who  seemed  to  be  interested  for  the  good  of  her  charge. 
We  visited  the  school  at  its  commencement  and  found  it  in 
apparent  good  condition.  We  were  absent  from  the  State 
at  the  closing  examination,  and  cannot  report  what  progress 
had  been  made. 

The  Winter  Term  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  Emma  J. 
Ela,  who  kept  a  good  school.  The  closing  examination  in- 
dicated a  commendable  improvement.  The  kind  feelings 
manifested  by  the  scholars  for  their  teacher  was  a  sure  indi- 
cation that  «he  understood  the  secret  of  mana^^ing  a  school 


with  care  and  profit  She  had  the  love  of  all  her  scholars. 
We  have  rarely  seen  reciprocal  feelings  of  kindness  and  re- 
gard for  each  other's  welfare  so  strongly  manifested  as  in 
Siis  school.  A  commendable  improvement  was  madejin  all 
the  branches  taught,  and  we  think  the  labors  of  Miss  Ela 
were  entirely  satisfactory. 

D.  W.  PRATT, 
SupeHfUending  School  Committee  for  Ward  One. 


WARD  TWO. 

All  the  Summer  Schools,  and  the  Winter  Schools,  with 
two  exceptions,  progressed  quietly  to  their  termination. 

District  No.   12. 

Summer  Term.  There  was  good  order  and  a  judicious 
arrangement  in  the  school  at  its  commencement  The  kind 
add  faithful  efforts  of  the  teacher.  Miss  Lydia  K.  Potter,  re* 
suited  in  mutual  kindness  among  her  pupils,  general  good 
conduct,  and  progress  in  study.  The  closing  examination 
was  quite  satisfactory. 

The  Winter  Term,  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Wm.  H. 
Smart  was  very  satisfactory.  The  animation  of  the  teacher 
was  felt  by  his  scholars ;  they  excelled  in  the  promptness 
and  accuracy  of  school  exercises.  The  good  character  of 
this  school  has  been  fully  sustained  under  these  teachers. 

District  No.   13. 

Summer  Term.  Under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Davis,  the  school  appeared  remarkably  well  for  its  quietness 
and  good  order.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  no  complaints 
were  made  in  regard  to  the  instruction  and  management  of 
the  school.  The  deportment  of  the  scholars  was  very  satis- 
factory to  the  instructress,  whose  diligent  and  faithful  labor 
was  not  in  vain.  A  kind  moral  influence  pervaded  the 
school. 

The  Winter  Term,  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Sarah 
B.  Elliott  was  no  less  successful  than  the  summer  term. 
Such  good  order,  and  quiet  subjection  to  the  wishes  of  the 
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teacher  have  not  of  late  been  seen  in  this  school.  The 
teacher  had  the  confidence  and  co-operation  of  the  large 
scholars. 

District  No.  14. 

Of  the  Summer  Term  there  is  a  good  report ;  no  com- 
plaints have  been  heard.  The  teacher,  Miss  Lucia  M. 
Sargent  was  kind,  and  thorough,  and  faithful  in  her  work. 
The  school  appeared  well  on  examination,  having  some 
advanced  scholars. 

The  good  character  of  the  Summer  School  was  manifest 
in  the  Winter  Term,  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  John  H. 
Ballard,  who  devoted  himself  to  the  interests  of  the  school. 
The  moral  character  of  the  school  is  very  good — few  excel- 
ling it. 

District  No.  15. 

This  small  school  has  been  been  a  very  good  one  in  both 
terms.  Miss  Jane  L.  Sherburne  taught  in  llie  summer  and 
gave  good  satisfaction.  So  good  a  school  ought  to  have 
more  scholars  to  profit  by  its  advantages. 

The  Winter  Term  of  sixteen  weeks  was  kept  by  Miss 
Hattie  S.  Edmunds,  who  has  the  best  reward  in  the  results 
of  her  faithful  labor.  The  kindness  of  the  teacher  was  fully 
reciprocated  by  her  pupils.  They  evidently  wished  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  their  teacher,  and  vied  with  each 
in  so  doing.  It  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  what  stand  such 
scholars  will,  ere  long,  take  in  all  good  works. 

Miss  Edmunds'  school,  in  her  aim  and  eflort,  came  near- 
er to  the  standard  of  our  Statutes  and  the  Bible  than  any 
other  school  in  this  Ward  the  past  year.  This,  then,  is  the 
model  school,  not  alone  in  a  moral  point  of  view  ;  for  in- 
tellectual progress  and  improvement  are  insured  by  gootl 
principles. 

District  No.  19. 

This  School  has  some  advantage  of  other  schools  in  this 
Ward,  in  a  better  house  and  more  scholars. 

Miss  M.  E.  L.  Potter  taught  in  the  Summer  Term.  To 
be  there  was  to  be  gratified  in  seeing  a  well  ordered  school. 
Children  can  be  made  happy  in  the  school-room,  as  in  this 
casQ.     Kind  treatment  and  interest  in  their  improvement  and 
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good  conduct,  won  the  the  hearts  of  the  Fcholars ;  parents 
and  others  felt  the  influence  of  the  school  and  co-operated 
with  the  teacher.  Frequent  singing  delighted  the  school  and 
enlivened  all  other  exercises.  Thorough  instruction  was 
given,  and  sure  and  good  progress  was  thereby  made.  The 
closing  examination,  witnessed  by  three  of  the  Committee 
and  many  others,  was  very  gratifying. 

The  Winter  Term  was  kept  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Fellows.  Care- 
ful attention  was  given  to  the  recitations,  and  it  was  the  aim 
of  the  teacher  to  have  his  scholars  understand  all  to  which 
they  gave  attention.  There  was  good  progress  in  the  vari- 
ous studies  ;  many  of  the  scholars  gave  attention  to  decla- 
mation and  composition,  and  with  good  success.  Good  order 
was  maintained  in  the  school-room. 

The  exercises  at  the  close  were  interesting  to  the  Com- 
mittee and  others  who  were  present.  Special  commendation 
is  due  to  those  scholars,  in  this  and  other  schools,  who  main- 
tain the  orders  of  the  school,  and  do  not  set  bad  examples 
nor  imitate  them. 

District  No.  21. 

Miss  Persis  A.  Seavey  kept  a  quiet  and  pleasant  school 
in  the  Summer  Term,  and  was  interested  in  her  school.  So 
fer  as  is  known  there  was  general  sati  faction  in  the  District, 
and  co-operation  with  the  teacher.  The  school  appeared 
well  at  the  close. 

The  Winter  Term  continued  eight  weeks,  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Mr.  George  H.  Chandler,  who  gave  up  his  charge 
for  want  of  the  confidence  and  co-operation  of  the  large 
scholars,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  District.  The  sehool  is 
to  be  continued  (eight  weeks,)  under  the  instruction  of  Miss 
M.  E.  L.  Potter,  who  succeeds  in  making  the  school  inter- 
esting. 

District  No.  22. 

The  Summer  Term  was  kept  by  Miss  Hannah  K.  Wales, 
with  whose  services  her  employers  were  pleased.  The 
teacher  was  very  much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  her 
scholars,  and  accomplished  all  that  could  be  expected. 
A  very  poor  school-house,  and  the  neglect  of  parents  to  in- 
terest themselves  in  the  school,  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  teacher. 
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The  Winter  Term  was  commenced  by  an  incompetent 
teacher  from  abroad,  who  made  no  return  of  his  short  service. 
Hiss  Wales  completed  the  term  with  good  success.  It 
appeared  that  careful  instruction  had  been  given,  and  a 
new  interest  was  manifested  by  some  of  the  scholars.  One 
item  of  the  teacher^s  report  demands  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  scholars  and  their  parents ;  it  is  the  free  use 
of  profane  language  at  school. 

HENRY  A.  KENDALL. 
Superintending  School  Committee  for  Ward  Two, 


WARD  THREE— District  No.  4. 

The  Summer  Term  of  nine  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss 
Harriet  W.  Fisk.  Prevailing  sickness  prevented  punctuality 
during  a  part  of  the  term.  Average  attendance  twenty. 
The  teacher  being  a  native  of  the  District  and  still  a 
member  of  the  winter  school  manifested  some  diffidence  of 
her  ability  to  instruct,  but  was  well  sustained  by  the  parents. 
Her  arrangement  in  school  exercises  was  systematic,  and 
the  order  good.  No  instances  of  insubordination  or  immoral 
conduct  were  reported  by  the  teacher.  The  school  exhibited 
commendable  improvement  in  all  the  branches  taught.  In- 
stances of  good  reading  were  heard.  Some  read  too  low. 
This  school  enjoyed  one  visit  from  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee and  twenty-eight  from  parents  and  citizens.  Incon- 
venience of  the  school-room  was  rendered  tolerable  by  the 
prospect  of  a  new  one. 

The  Winter  Term  of  eight  weeks  was  taught  by  Mr.  J. 
Milton  Flint,  who  was  the  successful  teacher  the  previous 
winter.  He  still  proves  himself  worthy  of  the  high  com- 
mendation awarded  him.  Fair  improvement  was  made  by 
the  school,  notwithstanding  the  short  term  and  the  unavoida- 
ble hindrances  to  punctual  attendance.  Harmony  and  mu- 
tual esteem  were  characteristic  of  the  school.  Much  pains 
was  taken  to  help  children  to  school,  yet  the  register  shows 
an  absence  of  a  fraction  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  term. 
The  teacher  gratuitously  attended  evening  meetings  for  im- 
provement in  declamation,  and  other  branches,  with  evident 
benefit.     A  school-house,  spacious  and  well  finished,  has 


11 

been  boik  at  an  ezpense  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
^wing  the  deep  interest  felt  in  the  success  of  common 
schools. 

Books  Ussn.  Bible;  Town^s  Series  of  Readers;  Adams,* 
Colbum^s,  Holbrookes  and  Emerson's  Arithmetic  ;  Weld's 
Grammar ;  Smith's  Primary  and  Qnarto  Geography ;  Dayies' 
Surveying ;  Comstock's  Philosophy,  and  G^metry. 

District  No.  5. 

lliis  school  was  taught  in  the  Summer,  a  term  of  ten  and 
a  half  weeks,  by  Miss  Ellen  S.  French.  In  this,  her  first 
school,  the  teacher  has  exhibited  good  qualifications  for  her 
employment  The  arerage  number  of  scholars  was  nine, 
prompt  in  attendance,  and  orderly  in  deportment.  Thor* 
ough  instruction  and  good  improvement  were  pleasing 
features  of  the  school.  Habits  of  erroneous  utterance  were 
successfully  corrected  by  syllabic  reading.  Several  schol- 
ars read  very  well,  some  read  too  low,  but  all  evinced  a  de- 
sire to  improve  in  this  necessary  art.  One  visit  from  the 
Prudential  Committee  and  twenty-six  from  parents  and  citi- 
zens gave  evidence  of  the  interest  felt  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  school. 

The  Winter  Term  of  twelve  weeks  was  taught  by  Mr.  Isaac 
N.  Abbott.  This  school  had  an  average  attendance  of  twelve 
schohirs.  Moral  character  well  reported  and  order  good. 
The  success  of  Mr.  Abbott  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 
Several  of  the  scholars  have  gone  through  their  books  in 
the  study  of  arithmetic  and  geography.  Class  in  gram- 
mar did  well.  Classes  in  reading  appeared  familiar  with 
sounds  of  letters,  and  rules  of  modulation,  and  had  been  con- 
stantly exercised  in  spelling.  This  school  was  visited  once 
by  the  Prudential  Committee,  and  by  twenty-six  of  the  pa- 
rents and  citizens.  The  school-house,  though  a  good  one 
forty  years  ago,  needs  such  repairs  that  the  outlay  for  a  new 
house  would  probably  be  a  good  investment. 

Books  Used.  The  Bible  ;  Town's  Series  of  Readers  and 
Sargent's  Fifth  Reader;  Adams'  Revised  and  Colbum's 
Arithmetic ;  Sanborn's  Grammar ;  Town's  Speller  and  De* 
finer ;  Colton  and  Fitch's,  and  Smith's  Geography ;  Grood- 
rich's  History  and  Johnston's  Philosophy. 

IRA  ROWELL. 
Superintending  ScJiool  Committee  for  Ward  Three 
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WARD  POUR— School  District  No.  6. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Martha  Famum  during 
both  the  Fall  and  Winter  Terms.  Miss  Famum  is  a  most 
diligent  and  successful  teacher.  Though  her  school  was 
small,  she  evidently  had  not  favored  herself  on  that  account. 
The  improvement  of  her  scholars  in  reading  was  decided  ; 
in  geography,  arithmetic,  and  grammar,  good. 

A  class  was  examined  at  the  close  of  the  school  in  Dr.vies' 
Algebra,  and  evinced  a  good  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Three 
little  children,  six  and  seven  years  of  age  repeated  the 
multiplication  table  without  mistake.  This  school,  though 
small,  was  of  the  first  order.  A  new  school -house  is  great- 
ly needed,  and  will  probably  be  built  the  coming  year. 

STEPHEN  M.  VAIL. 
Superintending  School  Committee  for  Ward  Four, 


WARD  SEVEN— District  No.  7. 

The  Summer  Term  of  this  school  was  kept  by  Miss  Sarah 
A.  George,  it  being  her  second  term  in  this  district.  Miss 
G.  sustained  her  former  reputation  as  a  teacher,  and  mani- 
fested a  capacity  to  teach  and  govern  a  much  larger  school 
and  one  farther  advanced. 

Mr.  Samuel  Roy  was  the  teacher  during  the  Winter  Term, 
which  continued  twelve  weeks.  At  the  close,  the  scholars 
appeared  to  have  made  commendable  improvement  in  their 
studies,  and  their  deportment  was  well  spoken  of  by  the 
teacher,  who,  it  was  evident,  labored  very  industriously  for 
the  good  of  his  school. 

District  No.  8. 

The  Summer  and  Winter  Terms  of  this  school  were  both 
taught  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Rogers,  who  is  an  experienced  and 
successful  teacher,  being  accurate  and  prompt  in  performing 
her  own  duty,  and  requiring  the  same  promptness  on  the 
part  of  her  pupils.  At  the  examination,  near  the  close,  the 
scholars  gave  evidence  that  they  had  been  well  instructed, 
showing  a  knowledge  of  the  studies  to  which  they  had  at- 


tended,  that  would  do  credit  to  older  scholars  and  those  who 
have  enjoyed  greater  advantages  than  are  usually  found  in 
a  common  district  school.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
both  teacher  and  school  are  worthy  of  the  highest  commen- 
dation. 

DiSTHICT  No.    16. 

This  district  has  but  one  term — in  the  Fall  and  Winter — 
and  is  a  very  small  district,  having  only  10  scholars  in  it. — 
This  school  was  taught  the  past  year  by  Miss  S.  M.  Emery, 
who  did  well,  and  won  to  herself  credit  as  an  instructress. — 
The  school-house  is  miserably  poor. 

District  No.  17. 

The  first  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Susan  D. 
Morse,  who  manifested  an  earnest,  patient  endeavor  to  do  all 
in  her  power  to  promote  the  welfare  of  her  pupils,  who 
made  better  improvement  than  could  possibly  be  expected  in 
so  poor  a  house. 

The  second  term,  taught  by  Mr.  William  Yeaton,  appear- 
ed to  have  commenced  very  well,  but  the  Committee,  not  be- 
ing present  at  the  close,  cannot  speak  of  the  improvement 
only  from  remarks  by  the  teacher  in  his  report,  who 
says  the  deportment  of  the  scholars,  and  their  improvement, 
were  commendable.  This  district  is  composed  of  citizens 
of  Concord  and  Hopkinton.  * 

DiSTKICT  No-    18. 

The  Summer  Term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Sa- 
rah E.  Tonkin.  Miss  Tonkin  appeared  to  have  been  veiy 
successful.  Her  scholars  were  well  taught,  especially  in 
Arithmetic,  and  the  government  of  her  school  was  good. 

Eight  weeks  of  the  Winter  Term  were  taught  by  Mr.  Ira 
A.  Chase.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  successful,  and 
left  before  the  close  of  the  school.  Mr.  William  Caldwell 
taught  the  school  during  the  remaining  four  weeks  of  the 
term.  Mr.  Caldwell  was  well  qualified  and  gave  good  satis- 
faction. The  school  is  one  of  our  best  district  schools,  and 
the  people  manifest  a  good  degree  of  interest  in  its  prosper- 
ity. They  have  recently  built  a  new  school-house  in  a  beau- 
tiful locality,  and  the  house  and  its  furniture  are  in  all  re 
spects  worthy  of  commendation. 
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District  No.  23. 

Thb  school,  during  the  Summer  Term,  was  under  the  in* 
structioD  of  Miss  Sarah  W.  Abbott,  it  being  her  second  term 
in  this  district.  Tiie  scholars  mado  good  progress  in  their 
studies,  under  a  mild  government  and  correct  instruction, 
and  the  teacher  sustained  her  former  character  as  an  instruct- 


Tbe  second  term  in  this  district  was  taught  hj  Mr.  Jame» 
T.  Jones,  who  gave  general  satisfaction,  and  manifested 
that  he  was  qualified  and  willing  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
teacher. 


Studies  Pursued.  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic^  Gram- 
mar, Greography,  History,  Philosophy,  Algebra. 

Books  Used.  Reading — ^Town's  series,  and  American 
School  Readers,  Bible.  Spelling — ^Town^s  Speller  and  De- 
finer.  Greography  —  Colton  &  Fitch's,  ComelPs,  Smith's 
Quarto  and  Primary,  Mitchell's.  Algebra — Davies'  Ele- 
mentary. Philosophy  —  Comstock's.  Grammar  —  Weld's. 
Arithmetic  —  Adams^  Revised,  Colbum's  Holbrook's  and 
EmersonlB.    History — Goodrich's,  Wilbur's. 

JOSEPH  HAZELTINE, 
Superintending  School  Committee  for  Ward  Seven* 


REPORT      OP     THE 

SUPERINTENDING    SCHOOL    COMMITTEE 
OF  DISTRICT  NUMBER  THREE. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  District  No.  3^ 
in  the  City  of  Concord,  in  presenting  their  Annual  Report, 
are  happy  to  say  that  the  year  now  closed  has  been  one  of 
general  prosperity.  Nothing  occurred  to  mar  or  disturb  the 
harmony  existing  between  teachers^  scholara  and  parents.. 
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The  Committee  were  succesdM  in  securing  faithful  and 
competent  teachen,  qualified  to  instruct  and  explain  all 
the  branches  taught  in  our  common  schoob,  and  their  labors 
were  crowned  with  success  in  maintaining  order,  good  govern* 
ment  and  deportment  in  the  school-room.  The  attention  and 
•affection  of  the  scholars  were  easily  secured,  and  short  les- 
sons well  committed  seemed  to  be  a  good  plan  of  the  teach- 
ers, thus  strengthening  the  understan£ng  for  future  exertion 
and  success.  We  feel  confident  that  when  committee  and 
parents  will  unite  their  efibrts  with  the  teachers  in  counsels 
and  example,  our  schools  will  be  useful  and  the  school- 
room will  become  a  pleasant  and  happy  place.  Very  good 
improvement  was  effected  in  the  reading  by  introducing 
Saigent's  Series  of  Readers.  Colton's  and  Fitches  Geogra- 
phy, and  Dunton's  System  of  Writing  Bodes,  gave  good  sat- 
isfaction. We  have  too  many  classes,  and  there  is  a  general 
desire  among  the  scholars  to  be  engaged  in  more  studies 
at  the  same  time  than  is  profitable,  and  we  think  it  better  to 
roaster  first,  the  primary  or  fundamental  principles,  before 
hastening  to  the  higher  branches. 

No  one  can  be  more  sensible  than  the  teacher,  of  the 
great  advantages  to  a  school  in  having  scholars  who  have 
arrived  at  years  of  discretion,  set  a  worthy  example  of 
moral  conduct  pnd  correct  deportment ;  submitting  readily, 
to  good  order  and  government;  and  thus  practicing  the 
great  principles  of  self  control — ^the  foundation  of  a  free 
government.  And  we  trust  that  this  has  been  the  case  in  a 
good  degree  in  our  schools  th&  past  year. 

Beligious  and  moral  instruction  were  given  by  the  teach- 
era,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  more  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  this  important  branch. 

The  Committee  in  concluding  their  remarks  have  only  to 
say,  that  the  teachers,  for  their  good  example  and  uniform 
system  of  instruction  and  success,  merit  the  approbation  of 
the  district. 

Miss  Hester  J.  Melville  taught  the  the  Summer  and  Win- 
ter Terms  of  12  weeks  each,  in  the  First  Division.  She  is  an 
experienced  teacher.  This  school  made  good  improvement 
in  the  several  branches  pursued,  and  the  scholars  were 
punctual  in  their  attendance,  as  shown  by  the  record. 
The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  the  Summer  Term  was  45  ; 
the  average  number  41.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  in 
the  Winter  Term,  58 ;  the  average  number  56. 
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Miss  Sarah  J.  Holden  taught  the  Summer  Term  of  12 
weeks,  in  the  Second  Division.  This  was  her  first  school, 
and  we  believe  she  has  good  talents  for  the  profession. 

In  this  school  the  record  showed  a  good  attendance.  The 
whole  number  of  scholars  was  48 ;  average  number,  45, 
The  improvement  was  satisfactory  and  the  scholars  were 
prompt  in  their  attendance.  Also' in  the  same  division,  Miss 
Martha  A.  Neal  taught  the  Winter  Term  of  12  weeks.  She 
is  an  experienced  teacher.  We  were  well  pleased  with  her 
ability  to  govern  and  appearance  in  the  school-room. 
There  was  an  evident  improvement  in  the  order  and  stillness 
of  this  school,  and  attention  to  studies.  The  attendance 
was  good,  as  the  whole  number  of  scholars  was  54 ;  ave- 
rage number  47. 

Singing  was  practiced  in  all  our  schools  with  good  efifect. 
It  is  liSe  the  shower  upon  the  mown  grass. 
The  above  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SIMEON  ABBOTT,  1  Superintending 

IRA  ROWELL.  Committee 

STEPHEN  CARLTON,       V         of  the 
CHARLES  H.   CLOUGH,       Third   School 
MOSES  H.   FARNUM,        J        District. 
March  18/A,  1857. 


STATISIICS. 

Amount  of  School  Order, $281-83 

Number  of  schools  in  Summer, 2 

Number  of  schools  in  Winter, 2 

Number  of  scholars  in  first  division, 103 

Number  of  scholars  in  second  division, 102 

Length  of  schools  in  weeks  in  Summer, 12 

Length  of  schools  in  weeks  in  Winter, 12 

Wages  of  female  teachers  in  Summer  Term, $18*00 

Wages  of  female  teachers  in  Winter  Terni, $23'00 

Scholars  4  years  of  age  and  upward  attending  not 

less  than  2  weeks  in  Summer  Term, 93 

Average  attendance, • 86 

Scholars  between  4  and   16  years  of  age  attending 

not  less  than  2  weeks  in  Summer  Term, .88 

Scholars  over  16  years  of  age  attending  not  less  than 

2  weeks  in  Summer  Term, •• 5 
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el  F.  Batchelder,  a  [thorough,  experienced  and  successful 
teacher.    He  gave  universal  satisfaction  to  all  interested. 

TABTJLAB    REPORT. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  school  in  District  No. 
20,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes : 

Number  of  scholars  above  four  years  of  age,  attending 

two  weeks, • 275 

Number  of  scholars  in  all  the  schools,  Winter  Term,.  •  •  147 
"        "        "      "   "    "        "      Summer  Term,..  128 

Average  attendance,  Winter  Term, 79 

''  ''  SummerTerm, 98 

Number  under  sixteen  years  of  age  attending  school,.  •  270 
ii      over        M     •     i(      it    cc  u  i«  5 


Abrogate  length  of  schools  in  winter,.  •••••••••  12  weeks 

**  "      «       "      "summer, 11      " 

Number  of  teachers  in  winter,  2 ;  1  male,  1  female.  Num- 
ber of  teachers  in  summer  3 ; — all  females.  Average  wages 
per  month,  including  board, — males,  840.00.  Average 
wages  per  month,  includmg  board, — females,  818.50. 

Books  Usrd.  Bible  ;  Town's  Series  of  Reading  Books ; 
Town's  Speller  and  Definer ;  Colbum^s  and  Adams^  Arithme- 
tic ;  Weld's  Grammar  and  Parsing  Book ;  Colton  and  Fitch's 
Geography ;  Willard's  History ;  Watts  on  the  Mind ;  Com- 
stock's  Plulosophy ;  Davies'  Algebra ;  Cutter's  Physiology. 


GEORGE  W.  WADLEIGH, 
SAMUEL  F.  BROWN, 
SAMUEL  MERRIAM, 
JOHN  BATCHELDER, 


Superintending 

School  Committee 

yor  District  No.20, 

in  Concord. 
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REPORT     OP     THE 

SUPERINTENDING^  SCHOOL    COMMITTEE 

OF  DISTRICT  NUMBER  TWENTY. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  District  No.  20, 
in  Concord,  for  the  year  ending  March,  1857,  under  ^'  The 
Somersworth  Act,"  submit  the  following  report : 

During  the  summer  there  were  three  Departments.  The 
Primary  was  taught  by  Miss  A.  J.  Famum,  a  young  lady  of 
mild  and  amiable  deportment  towards  her  pupils,  thereby 
gaining  their  love  and  confidence  ;  yet  the  school-room  being 
very  small  and  much  crowded  it  was  impossible  to  preserve 
that  order  which  is  desurable,  even  with  small  children. 
The  Intermediate  School  was  taught  by  Miss  E.  F.  Brett, 
who  was  unceasing  in  labor  and  enort  for  the  advancement 
of  her  scholars,  but  from  kindness  of  heart,  was,  perhaps, 
more  indulgent  than  good  government  would  justify. 

The  higher  department  was  taueht  by  Miss  Susan  D.  Haz- 
eltine,  an  experienced  teacher  and  a  lady  eminently  qualified 
in  all  respects  for  the  business  in  which  she  is  engaged. 
She  possessed  an  unusually  happy  faculty  of  gaining  the 
good  will  and  love  of  her  scholars,  and  preserved  the  very 
best  order.  Under  such  government  and  thorough  instruc- 
tion, the  scholars  in  her  charge  made  rapid  progress,  and  in 
all  their  recitations  gave  full  evidence  that  the  teacher  had 
performed  her  whole  duty. 

The  Primary  School  of  the  Winter  Term  was  commenced 
by  Miss  Sarah  Tenney,  who,  afler  several  weeks  of  very  en- 
couragingsuccess,  was  compelled  to  leave  by  reason  of  ill 
health.  The  remaining  part  of  the  term  was  kept  by  Miss 
Clara  Whittemore  who  gave  good  satisfaction. 

The  higher  department  was  under  the  instruction  of  Samu« 
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Kfls  Lucia  Chandler,  is  admirably  adapted  to  her  position, 
fiUinff  it  with  credit  to  herself  and  with  profit  to  her  young 
pupib. 

j^ie  Intermediate  School  in  this  section,  was,  during  the 
first  term,  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Martha  A.  Tucker. — 
At  the  close  of  that  term,  she  resigned  her  place,  much  to 
the  rejgret  of  the  Committee  and  of  all  connected  with  the 
schooL  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Angeline  P.  Shedd, 
who,  though  young  and  consequently  inexperienced,  has  per- 
formed the  difficult  duties  of  instruction  and  discipline  with 
considerable  ability  and  success. 

The  Grammar  School  in  the  same  building  has  been,  dur* 
Log  the  past  year,  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Luciette  A. 
Shedd,  who  is  fully  competent,  in  her  literary  qualifications, 
for  the  position.  She  b  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and  has  main* 
tained  good  order  in  her  school.  The  closing  exercises  of 
the  last  term,  in  the  various  branches  of  study  pursued,  were 
Teiy  creditable,  both  to  the  teacher  and  the  schoUrs. 

Cbntkal  Sbctiok. 

The  Primary  School,  kept  by  Miss  £•  F.  Ordway  in  the 
brick  house.  Central  Section,  has  manifested  a  fair  degree  of 
coder;  the  teacher  is  anxious  to  do  her  full  duty,  and  is  not 
deficient  in  energy  and  the  capacity  for  good  instruction. 

Mias  S.  L.  McCoy  has  done  a  good  work  in  her  school  ct 
a  similar  grade  on  Spring  street  She  is  strict  in  her  disci- 
pline, full  of  spirit,  and  secures  admirable  quiet  and  respect- 
tiilness  on  the  part  of  her  scholars.  Her  classes  shew  the 
marks  of  accurate  and  faithful  attention. 

Miss  Amanda  Webster,  teacher  of  the  other  Primaiy 
School  in  the  same  building,  has  a  pleasant  disposition  and 
secures  the  love  of  her  pupils.  With  more  experience,  we 
do  not  doubt  she  will  gain  in  ability  both  as  a  disciplinarian 
and  a  teacher,  and  accomplish  what  she  so  earnestly  desires 
in  the  difficult  task  of  a  successful  instructor. 

The  Primary  School  on  Union  street,  taught  by  Mrs.  S. 
B.  Crockett,  has  made  praiseworthy  progress  during  the  year. 
The  order  has  improved,  and  the  recitations  have  given  evi- 
dence of  the  unwearied  devotion  and  labor  of  the  teacher. 

Hiss  P.  M.  Sanborn,  teacher  of  the  other  Primary  School 
in  the  same  building,  has  sought  to  do  her  duty,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  great  irregularity  of  her  scholars,  they 
would  have  done  better  justice  to  her  efforts. 


REPORT   OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 
OF    UNION   DISTRICT. 


In  presenting  their  second  Annual  Report  to  the  Union 
District  of  the  City  of  Concord,  your  Committee  are  able  to 
to  say,  that,  in  regard  to  nearly  every  school  of  the  District, 
there  has  been,  during  the  past  year,  an  improvement  upon 
the  preceding — an  improvement  in  all  respects.  Good  or- 
der and  discipline  have  been  maintained  with  greater  ease. 
There  have  been  fewer  cases  of  refractory,  troublesome  pu- 
pils. There  has  been  greater  diligence  in  study.  The  de* 
portment  of  pupils,  both  in  and  out  of  school,  has  been  bet- 
ter. We  trust  there  has  been  some  elevation  in  character 
and  morals,  as  well  as  advance  in  study.  We  are  not  satis- 
fied with  what  has  been  done.  We  are  painfully  conscious 
that  much  further  improvement  is  demanded  ;  but  we  think 
some  fair  progress  has  been  made  towards  that  position  our 
schools  ought  to  occupy,  and  which,  though  not  reached,  we 
believe  ere  long  may  be. 

In  the  nineteen  schools  of  the  District,  there  have  been 
employed,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  twenty-seven  difierent 
teachers ;  the  High  School  requiring  constantly  three,  and  a 
change  of  teachers  in  some  of  the  other  schools  having  oc- 
curred in  six  instances.  Within  these  nineteen  scnools, 
there  have  been  gathered  during  the  year,  from  thirteen  to 
fourteen  hundred  different  pupils ;  distributed  in  the  propor- 
tions of  nearly  one-half  to  the  schools  in  the  central  part  of 
the  District,  something  more  than  one-third  to  those  in  the 
southern  part,  and  something  less  than  one-sixth  to  those  at 
the  North  End. 

North  Section. 

In  the  North  Section,  the  Primary  School  ranks  high 
among  the  schools  of  its  grade  in  the  Distnct.    Its  teacher, 
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KsB  Lucia  Chandler,  is  admirably  adapted  to  her  position, 
filling  it  with  credit  to  herself  and  with  profit  to  her  young 
pupils. 

j^ie  Intermediate  School  in  this  section,  was,  during  the 
first  term,  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Martha  A.  Tucker. — 
At  the  close  of  that  term,  she  resigned  her  place,  much  to 
the  regret  of  the  Committee  and  of  all  connected  with  the 
school.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Angeline  P.  Shedd, 
who,  though  young  and  consequently  inexperienced,  has  per- 
formed the  difficult  duties  of  instruction  and  discipline  with 
considerable  ability  and  success. 

The  Grammar  School  in  the  same  building  has  been,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Luciette  A. 
Shedd,  who  is  fully  competent,  in  her  literary  qualifications, 
for  the  position.  She  b  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and  has  main- 
tained good  order  in  her  school.  The  closing  exercises  of 
the  last  term,  in  the  various  branches  of  study  pursued,  were 
▼ery  creditable,  both  to  the  teacher  and  the  scholars. 

Cbntkal  Sectiok. 

The  Primary  School,  kept  by  Miss  £.  F.  Ordway  in  the 
brick  bouse.  Central  Section,  has  manifested  a  fair  degree  of 
order;  the  teacher  is  anxious  to  do  her  full  duty,  and  is  not 
deficient  in  energy  and  the  capacity  for  good  instruction. 

Mias  S.  L.  McUoy  has  done  a  good  work  in  her  school  of 
a  similar  gmde  on  Spring  street  She  is  strict  in  her  disci- 
pline, full  of  spirit,  and  secures  admirable  quiet  and  respect- 
fulness on  the  part  of  her  scholars.  Her  classes  shew  the 
marks  of  accurate  and  faithful  attention. 

Miss  Amanda  Webster,  teacher  of  the  other  Primary 
School  in  the  same  building,  has  a  pleasant  disposition  and 
secures  the  love  of  her  pupils.  With  more  experience,  we 
do  not  doubt  she  will  gain  in  ability  both  as  a  disciplinarian 
and  a  teacher,  and  accomplish  what  she  so  earnestly  desires 
in  the  difficult  task  of  a  successful  instructor. 

The  Primary  School  on  Union  street,  taught  by  Mrs.  S. 
R.  Crockett,  has  made  praiseworthy  progress  during  the  year. 
The  order  has  improved,  and  the  recitations  have  given  evi- 
dence of  the  unwearied  devotion  and  labor  of  the  teacher. 

Miss  P.  M.  Sanborn,  teacher  of  the  other  Primary  School 
in  the  same  building,  has  sought  to  do  her  duty,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  great  irregularity  of  her  scholars,  they 
would  have  done  better  justice  to  her  efforts. 
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His  assistants,  Miss  DuDn  and  Miss  Palmer,  we  regard  as 
eminently  qualified  for  their  posts.  We  deem  the  F^cipal 
fortunate  in  their  aid,  and  the  District  in  their  senrices.  Du- 
ring the  past  two  years  there  has  been  no  term  when  the 
school  has  shown  a  better  discipline  or  better  instruction  than 
the  term  just  closed. 

There  have  been  some  difficulties  from  the  outset  of  our 
present  organization  which  have  prerented  our  High  School 
from  taking  that  high  stand  we  have  wished,  and  which  it 
must  be  made  to  take.  Had  the  Committee,  at  the  first, 
assumed  that  standard  of  requisites  for  admission  they  would 
have  desired,  and  which  must  soon  be  the  standard,  they 
would  have  felt  obliged  to  have  excluded  at  least  a  third  of 
those  who  had  already  been  in  the  school  when  it  was  the  High 
School  of  the  Centre  District  Not  feeling  at  liberty,  how- 
ever, to  exclude  all  such,  it  necessitated  Sie  admission  also 
of  pupils  on  a  par  with  those  from  the  other  parts  of  the  as- 
sociated District.  It  was  a  difficulty  time  only  could  remedy. 
We  were  obliged  to  feel  that  the  true  standard  could  only 
gradually  be  reached.  We  have  felt  the  need  of  a  different 
standard  of  admission ;  of  better  accommodations  for  the 
school ;  of  an  apparatus ;  and  of  a  higher  grade  of  instruc- 
tion, corresponding  to  a  higher  grade  of  scholarship,  to  make 
the  school  what  we  had  an  ambition  to  see  it,  but  in  regard  to 
which,  we  have,  in  a  measure,  been  disappointed.  The  re- 
alization of  such  hopes  has  been  deferred ; — ^but  we  think 
only  deferred.  Time,  attention,  toil,  and  a  wise,  liberal  ex- 
penditure, will  give  us  the  High  School  we  wish.  Yet,  al- 
ready it  is  accomplishing  incalculable  good.  We  take  satis- 
faction in  it.  There  are  lads  in  that  school  who  will  yet  do 
honor  to  our  place ;  there  are  misses  there  who  will  assured- 
ly yet  be  our  city's  pride. 

GSNEBAL  BeMABKS. 

In  connection  with  this  brief  review  of  our  schools,  ^our 
Committee  are  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  for  presentmg  a 
few  thoughts  of  a  more  general  character  relating  to  the  pros- 

Srity  of  these  schools,  and  to  their  accomplisdiing  more  pet- 
:tly  the  design  for  which  you  maintain  them. 
It  is  not  to  be  presumed  but  that  the  majority  of  our  citi* 
sens  desire  to  have  our  schools  occupy  as  high  a  position  as 
it  is  possible  to  secure  for  them.    They  only  ai^,  ^  What 
can  be  done  for  their  further  improvement?  ** 
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In  reply  to  this  question,  we  answer,  first,  we  ought  to  do 
more  for  the  teaekere  of  our  eehooU.  These  teachers,  as  a 
body  will  favorably  compare  with  any  class  or  calling  you  may 
select  in  the  community.  Their  social  influence,  apart  from 
iheir  school  influence,  in  a  place  like  ours,  is  great  and  happy. 
Years  of  toil  and  expense,  of  patient,  diligent  application  and 
self-culture,  have  they  passed  through  to  fit  themselves  for 
their  position.  Bare  qualifications  are  demanded  for  the 
true  and  successful  teacher  at  this  day.  The  positions  we 
assign  them  are  no  sinecure.  They  are  obliged  to  labor 
hard  ;  they  must  put  forth  every  energy  they  have,  to  fill 
their  posts  with  acceptance.  We  owe  them  a  great  debt  for 
what  they  do  for  our  children,  and  for  their  influence  in  our 
midst.  In  the  discharge  of  this  debt  we  ought  to  give  them 
greater  encouragement.  Parents,  you  ought  to  take  pains  to 
show  that  you  appreciate  their  efibrts.  Visit  them  in  their 
schools  ;  invite  them  to  your  houses  ;  manifest  to  the  teach- 
er or  teacheiB  of  your  children  that  you  sympathize  with 
them ;  that  they  may  rely  upon  you  to  sustain  them.  Treat 
them,  as  the  co-operators  with  you  in  the  training  of,  your 
children  ought  to  be  treated.  If  you  do  nothing  more  to  aid 
and  encourage  the  teacher,  see  that  your  children  are  punc- 
tual in  attendance,  and  that  they  do  their  duty  when  in  school. 
It  is  amazmg  that  now  and  then  a  parent  is  found  who  di- 
rectly or  iniUrectly  encourages  his  children  in  insubordina- 
tion. Such  instances,  however,  are  not  frequent.  But  in 
some  of  our  schools  our  teachers  are  greatly  troubled  by  pa- 
rents failing  to  make  their  children  constant  and  punctual  in 
their  attendance.  This  is  a  fault  without  excuse,  and  should 
be  corrected. 

There  are  two  Irish  boys  belonging  to  this  District,  lefl  moth- 
erless some  two  years  since  ;  they  now,  with  their  father,  a 
day  laborer  on  the  railroad,  comprise  the  whole  family.  These 
boys  perform  the  work  of  a  house-keeper  for  their  father- 
literally  ;  and  yet  they  are  never  absent  from  school — never 
tardy.  The  oldest,  we  believe,  has  not  had  a  mark  against 
him  for  failure  or  dereliction  in  any  particular  during  the 
past  term.  He  is  one  of  the  best  scholars  and  most  promis- 
mg  youth  to  be  found  in  our  schools. 

With  such  cases  in  point,  we  feel  it  to  be  utterly  inexcu- 
sable for  the  children  from  any  of  our  families  to  be  remiss 
in  their  attendance,  or  in  of  the  requisitions  of  our  schools. 
Teachers  ought  not  to  be  embarrassed  in  their  work  by  pa- 
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rents  failing  to  do  their  dutjr  in  securing  the  punctual,  con- 
stant attendance  of  their  children,  with  a  good  deportment  and 
diligent  attention  to  their  studies  while  in  school. 

And  as  regards  most  of  our  teachers,  we  ought  to  increase 
their  pay.  If  any  class  of  persons  amongst  us  deserve  a  lib- 
eral support,  it  is  our  teachers ;  and  yet,  with  hut  one  or  two 
exceptions  in  our  teachers'  salaries,  we  do  not  give  as  good 
wages  as  are  paid  to  teachers  of  the  same  grade  in  other 
cities  of  the  State.  Teachers  will  often  come  here,  in  pre- 
ference to  engaging  elsewhere  at  a  higher  rate  of  pay,  sim- 
ply because  this  is  the  Capital.  Now,  with  the  desimbleneas  of 
our  city  as  a  place  of  residence,  and  the  name  of  having 
been  successful  as  a  teacher  here — ^with  these  advantages, 
if  we  only  paid  as  high  wages  as  are  paid  elsewhere,  there 
is  no  reason  why  we  might  not  always  have  our  choice  of  the 
best  teachers  in  the  State. 

A  second  suggestion  we  would  offer  is,  that  more  needs  to 
be  done  towards  improving  our  school  edifices.  The  buildings 
at  the  North  End  are  positively  shabby — a  disfigurement  of 
that  part  of  the  city — ^whilst  occupying  a  site  inferior  to  none, 
yet  contrasting  unfavorably  with  every  building  around. 
One  of  the  buildings  at  the  South  End  is  a  perfect  nonde- 
script in  architecture,  having  a  good  location,  but  standing 
out  about  as  prominently  and  pleasantly  to  the  eye  as  a  board 
covered  kiln  in  some  brick  yard,  ready  for  burning. — 
There  are  some  alterations  in  this  building,  which  might  be 
made  at  no  great  expense,  but  which  are  greatly  and  imme* 
diately  needed.  At  the  commencement  of  the  spring  term, 
two  yeara  ago,  it  was  found  necessary,  when  the  schooLs 
assembled,  to  extemporise  at  once  an  additional  primaiy 
school  at  that  end  of  the  District  It  is  quite  probable  that  a 
similar  necessity  will  occur  in  the  same  quarter  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  next  term.  Some  provision  should  now  be  made 
for  such  a  contingency.  The  arrangements  and  conveni- 
ences around  our  school-houses  are,  in  many  instances,  far 
from  what  they  should  be.  Like  that  accommodatmg  piece 
of  furniture  Goldsmith  speaks  of,  which — 

**  contrired  a  double  debt  to  pay,— 

A  bed  by  night,  a  chest  of  drawers  by  day :  *'«— 

SO,  more  than  one  of  our  school-rooms  has  managed  to  ac- 
complish the  two-fold  purpose  of  a  wood-shed  and  school- 
room too.    Another  year  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  pass 
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without  a  correction  of  such  thiugs.  We  also  greatly  need  a 
better  building  for  our  High  School ;  the  present  main  room  is, 
perhaps,  respectable — ^nothing  more  ;  but  the  side  recitation 
rooms  are  not  even  that ;  and  the  amount  of  room  is  quite  inad- 
equate to  our  purposes.  We  ought  to  have  a  structure  on  this 
spot  as  chaste  and  inviting  as  any  edifice  in  the  city ;  though 
it  would  not  be  at  all  necessary  to  have  it  as  costly  as  many 
others.  The  very  presence  of  such  a  building  would  have 
a  perceptible  influence  for  good  upon  the  educational  inte« 
rests  of  our  city.  Its  fine  proportions  and  architectural 
beauty  would  make  it  an  educator  of  itself;  at  the  least,  it 
would  be  a  perpetual  reminder  to  our  children  and  youth  of 
the  high  estimate  you  put  upon  their  education.  If  you  have 
school-houses  which  command  no  respect  you  will  be 
quite  likely  to  have  schools  that  will  correspond.  It  is  al- 
most enough,  of  itself,  alene,  to  prevent  our  getting  a  Princi- 
pal for  this  school  of  the  first  order,  to  let  the  man  see  (be- 
fore we  have  engaged  him,)  the  building  and  rooms  we  have 
provided  for  his  use.  It  may  not  be  generally  known,  but 
it  is  true,  that  there  is  not  a  city  in  New  Hampshire,  hardly 
a  large  town,  having  a  school  system  like  our  own,  where 
there  is  not  a  high-school  building  so  superior  to  ours  as  to 
make  any  citizen  of  Concord  who  sees  it,  ashamed  at  the 
contrast.  It  would  be  becoming  in  us  to  set  a  good  exam- 
ple in  such  a  particular,  instead  of  following  one ; — or  not 
following,  as  now.  Concord  ought  to  take  a  noble  lead,  in 
this  State,  in  school  matters ;  and  it  might.  It  has  advan- 
tages for  so  doing  which  no  other  place  in  New-Hampshire 


Another  suggestion  is,  that  we  do  more  not  only  to  im- 
prove our  school  edifices  but  the  facilities  of  instruction  in 
them.  We  need  a  few  maps  and  charts ;  a  good  dictionary 
and  some  simple  pieces  of  illustrative  apparatus  for  the 
teachers'  use  in  every  one  of  our  schools.  In  our  Grammar 
Schools  we  need  something  superior  of  the  same  kind  ;  and 
in  our  High  School  we  require  quite  a  respectable  apparatus 
for  scientific  purposes,  and  a  small  library  of  books  of  ref- 
erence. The  Superintending  Committee  have  been  anxious 
to  have  this  want  supplied.  The  Prudential  Committee  have 
fully  sympathized  with  them  in  this  thing,  but  not  an  extra 
dollar  have  they  had  at  their  disposal  for  such  a  purpose. 

And  this  leads  to  the  suggestion  that  not  only  by  such  an 
apparatus  and  small  collection  of  books  of  reference,  but  by 


aome  other  thingi  also,  we  might  greatly  increase  the  effi- 
ciency  of  our  High  School.  This,  standing  at  the  head  of 
our  graduated  system,  should  be  made  woiSiy  of  its  pIao6L 
It  should  stand  out  before  the  eye  of  every  pupil  in  the  lower 
schools  as  some  great  reward  to  spur  them  on  through  aD 
their  upward  course.  It  should  be,  in  itself,  a  high  and  hon* 
orable  attainment  of  their  lives.  In  its  advantages  it  should 
furnish  every  facility  to  qualify  our  daughters  mr  any  posi- 
tion in  life,  and  our  sons  for  business  or  college. 

Upon  the  Prudential  Committee  for  the  coming  year,  wiB 
devolve  the  difficult  task  of  finding  a  new  Principal.  We 
hope  they  may  be  successful  in  their  selection.  To  find 
a  man,  such  in  all  respects  as  we  want  for  this  post,  will  be 
a  piece  of  rare  good  fortune  : — a  man  of  good  natural  abili^ 
ities ;  of  ample  acquirements ;  skilful  in  discipline ;  prudent 
and  discreet ;  kindjy  in  disposition  ;  urbane  in  manners,  and 
of  sound  Christian  principle.  No  other  will  do  for  the  post 
May  a  favoring  Providence,  kindly  regarding  the  highest 
welfare  of  our  youth,  send  us  such  a  man. 

We  would  like  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  citi- 
zens, whether,  if  some  significant  medals,  prepared  at  the 
expense  of  the  District,  or  some  awards  of  books  or  even 
small  sums  of  money  should  be  given  as  prizes,  annu* 
ally,  to  the  best  pupils,  the  best  declamations,  or  the 
best  exercises  in  composition — ^whether  if  this  were  done  it 
would  not  be  a  desirable  stimulus  to  diligence  and  good  eSbii 
on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  High  School.  We  wouM 
like  to  ask  the  citizens  if  they  will  not  consider  somethint 
further  of  this  sort,  to  be  attempted  in  time ;  if  they  would 
not,  by  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  annually 
make  a  selection  from  those  lads,  or  young  men  in  the  High 
School,  who  have  done  the  best,  and  are  of  the  most  prom- 
ise, and  make  an  appropriation  of  a  certain  sum  towards  de- 
fraying their  expenses  in  the  Chandler  Scientific  School  or 
Academical  Department,  whichever  they  may  choose,  in  the 
College  of  our  State.  By  some  such  methods  a  character 
could  be  given  to  our  High  School,  and  an  impulse  to  good 
education  in  our  city,  of  which  we  have  hardly  any  pres- 
ent conception.  And  in  this  way,  too,  many  a  bright  lad  of 
humble  circumstances  would  be  enabled  to  reach  the  high- 
est positions  of  influence  and  honor,  forbidden  him  without 
such  encouragement 

Another   suggestion  is  this ;  that,  did  our  associated  dis- 
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trict  feel  willing  and  able,  it  would  be  greatly  for  the  adran- 
tage  of  our  schools  could  one  man  be  appointed  to  their  su- 
perintendence, who  should  be  so  remunerated  as  that  he 
could  afford  to  demote  his  whole  time  and  energies  to  their 
welfare.  It  is  needless  to  remark,  that  the  time  of  such  men 
as  are  fit  to  superintend  our  schools,  is  worth  far  more  than 
any  compensation  in  dollars  and  cents  at  present  given. — 
Their  attendance  to  this  duty  is  at  such  a  sacrifice  to  them, 
as  that  nothing  would  lead  them  to  it  except  the  sincerest  in- 
terest in  the  education  of  our  youth.  And  it  is  often  impos- 
sible for  such,  with  all  their  other  duties,  to  render  a  tithe  of 
of  that  attention  they  would  like  to  give,  and  which  would 
be  desirable  for  the  schools.  But  if  a  single  competent  man, 
having  the  hearty  confidence  and  esteem  of  our  citizens, 
could  fill  the  place,  a  uniformity  in  the  management  of  our 
schools,  an  improvement  to  teachers  through  his  aid  and 
counsel,  and  a  general  elevation  in  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  our  schools  would  soon  be  seen,  that  cannot  be  wit- 
nessed otherwise.  We  must,  in  this  particular,  soon  follow 
the  example  of  other  cities. 

We  have  one  other  general  suggestion  to  offer,  and  this 
is  that  we  ought  to  do  more  for  the  morals  of  our  schools. — 
This  is  a  matter  which  should  receive  such  attention  and  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  all  as  it  never  has.  In  nothing,  per- 
haps, have  your  Committee  striven  harder  to  have  some  good 
infiuence ;  and,  for  the  most  part,  teachers  have  zealously 
aimed  to  carry  out  their  wishes  in  this  respect ;  but  still,  no- 
thing in  all  the  defects  and  wants  apparent  in  our  schools, 
gives  occasion  for  such  solicitude  and  pain  as  this.  The 
profaneness,  lying,  vulgarity  and  vicious  improprieties  pre- 
valent amongst  even  the  little  boys  of  our  city,  are  shocking. 
There  is  not,  probably,  more  than  one  out  of  five  of  the 
boys  of  this  district  who  is  not  guilty  of  profane  swearing, 
more  or  less  frequently.  The  statement  may  seem  to  some 
altogether  exaggerated.  But,  father,  whoever  you  may  be, 
go  to  that  little  son  of  yours  on  whom  you  doat  so  fondly  ; 
question  him ;  if  you  have  his  confidence  he  will  make  con- 
fessions that  will  startle  you,  You  may  think,  parent,  you 
will  seclude  or  withdiaw  your  child*  in  some  way  from  afl- 
verse  infiuences  and  surroundings.  But  you  will  find  your- 
self mistaken.  There  is  a  certain  aggregate  of  moral  influ- 
ences, good  or  bad,  characterizing  this  place,  as  any  other, 
and  neither  you  nor  your  children  can  escape  from  being  af- 
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fected  by  it.  Ton  must  make  the  moral  character  of  the 
place  commendable,  or  suffer — ^jrou  and  yours  most  seriously. 
It  is  a  matter  that  every  man  ought  to  feel  a  responsibility 
about,  and  when  he  passes  that  knot  of  lads  talking  and 
laughing  together  at  some  public  comer,  or  that  group  of 
boys  playing  marbles,  and  he  hears  the  profane  oath — ^yes, 
oaUi  upon  oath,  he  should  let  them  know,  in  some  way,  his 
disapproval  and  displeasure — ^if  in  no  other  way,  at  least  by 
the  sorrowful  or  indignant  look.  Every  man  is  bound  him- 
self personally,  to  exert  a  good  moral  influence,  decidedly, 
strongly.  He  who  will  not  do  it,  who  himself,  even  in  the 
presence  of  youth,  will  be  vulgar  and  profane,  corrupting  in 
his  influence,  that  man  deserves  to  be  excluded  from  society 
and  incarcerated  in  the  penitentiary,  where  his  influence  for 
evil  will  be  limited  to  himself.  There  ought  to  be  a  public 
sentiment  on  this  point  so  strong  as  to  overpower  and  repress 
those  immoralities  and  indecencies  which  will  always  break 
forth  where  there  is  any  countenance  or  indulgence  given.-— 
There  ought  to  be  a  public  sentiment  on  this  point  such  that 
our  youth  in  all  our  schools  will  consciously  be  controlled  by 
it — such  that  children  who  come  forth  from  the  counsels  and 
prayers  of  virtuous  and  religious  homes,  will  not  be  contam- 
inated ;  and  those  who  come  forth  from  homes  such  as  that 
every  good  influence  they  receive  is  in  our  public  schools, 
will  themselves  become  virtuous  and  carry  virtue  to  the 
homes  where  vice  and  immorality  have  previously  dwelt 

Concord  is  rapidly  increasing  in  wealth  and  material  pros- 
perity. Is  the  cause  of  good  morals  keeping  pace  ?  This 
IS  a  query  that  starts  painful  emotions  in  many  a  breast.^- 
But  of  little  value  to  us  will  be  our  improving  streets,  our 
multiplying  public  edifices  of  beauty,  our  increasing  com- 
forts and  luxuries,  if  life  and  property  are  to  be  made  inse* 
cure  and  valueless  by  violence  and  crime — if  vice  and  wick- 
edness amongst  us  shall  challenge  heaven's  displeasure.— 

<<  HI  fares  the  Und,  to  hastening  Uls  a  prey, 
Where  wealth  aocomulates  and  men  decay." 

These  thoughts  have  a  peculiiir  impressivencss,  and  merit 
especial  consideration  at  the  present  time,  when  the  intiabi- 
tants  of  our  large  cities  are  appalled  at  the  garrottings,  the 
murders,  the  robberies  and  the  frauds  on  a  scale  of  such 
hitherto  unknown  magnitude — when  such  an  outbreak  of  vio- 
lence and  crime  has  made  its  appearence.    What  shall  pre- 
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▼ent  oar  city  from  foHowing  in  the  same  disastrous  wake  ?— ' 
Nodiiog  but  a  solicitous  care  for  the  morals  of  all  our  youth— 
of  the  youDg  rising  generation,  rich  or  poor,  native  or  foreign, 
found  in  our  public  schools.  The  ^^ood  old  motto,  ^*  ohsta 
prtncipiia^*^  never  had  a  weightier  significance. 

To  carry  out  every  desirable  improvement  in  regard  to 
our  schools,  nothiug  is  wanting  but  a  correct  view  of  the 
matter,  and  a  corresponding  interest  Although,  as  will 
have  been  noticed,  the  suggestions  which  have  now  been  made 
with  but  one  exception,  would,  if  carried  out,  require  a  more 
liberal  expenditure,  yet,  if  a  proper  view  of  the  matter  be 
taken,  it  will  be  seen  that  such  additional  expenditure  would 
not  only  be  money  noblv  laid  out,  but,  in  the  end,  actual 
economy ;  that  is,  a  gooa  investment  not  only  in  the  high 
purposes  subserved,  but  in  the  actual  increase  of  the  very 
capital  employed.  Some  twelve  years  since,  a  city  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, situated  very  much  like  Concord,  and  then  of 
about  our  present  population,  appropriated  for  the  ordinary 
annual  expenses  of  its  public  schools,  something  like  four 
times  what  we  now  appropriate.  That  city  has  advanced  in 
population,  wealth,  character  and  influence,  with  a  rapidity 
astonishing,  and  to  an  eminence  most  enviable.  Without 
any  question,  in  accordance  with  the  operation  of  certain 
fixed  and  evident  laws,  her  prosperity  and  present  position 
are  due  in  great  measure  to  the  enlarged  views  she  has  al- 
ways taken  of  the  cause  of  public  instruction  and  the  liberal 
fostering  she  has  bestowed  upon  her  public  schools.  An  un- 
educated community  will  always  be  a  vicious  community. — 
Neglect  suitably  to  educate  your  population,  and  in  exact  ra- 
tio with  your  neglect  and  their  ignorance  will  be  the  losses 
of  property  and  life  from  depredations  and  violence,  together 
with  your  increased  expenditure  for  the  mamtenance  of  your 
police,  your  criminal  courts,  your  poor-houses  and  prisons. 
There  is  nothing  so  expensive  to  a  community  as  the  foster- 
ing or  permission  of  ignorance,  and  then  the  consequent  bur- 
dens resulting  from  vice  aod  crime.  The  words  of  that  Eng- 
lish nobleman  in  the  British  House  of  Commons,  were  as  true 
as  striking : — ^^  If  we  would  not  consent  to  tax  ourselves  for 
the  prevention  of  crime,  we  must  be  taxed  still  more  heavily 
for  the  punishment  of  it  The  expense  of  one  convict  for 
one  year  would  educate  one  hundrea  children.''  Take  another 
view  of  the  matter.  Why  is  it  that  in  our  factories,  as  a 
rule,  the  agent  will  tell  you  that  one  American  hand  is  worth 
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two  foreim  bands  ?  Ask  that  agent  tbe  reason.  He  will 
tell  you  tnat  it  is  simply  because  of  the  superior  intdligence 
of  the  former.  And  this  principle  runs  through  eveiy  de* 
partment  of  life— every  profession,  every  trade*  every  occu- 
pation. Educate,  and  with  the  same  material  you  increase 
the  productive  resources  of  your  community — ^you  multiply 
wealth  by  it ;  and,  what  is  of  as  much  importance,  a  knowl- 
edge how  to  use  it  Again,  we  not  only  thus  improve  our 
own  productive  capital,  but  we  attract  to  us  capital  from  oth- 
er places— capital  of  the  most  valuable  kind— that  of  char- 
acter as  well  as  means.  Places  whose  educational  advanta^ 
tages  are  superior,  always  attract  valuable  residents.  Pa- 
rents will  move  to  such  places — parents  whose  great  desire 
is  to  educate  their  children  under  their  own  eye,  without  hav- 
ing to  send  them  away  from  home.  Make  your  schools  such 
as  they  may  be,  and  you  will  see  this  result  among  the  first 
apparent.  Inquiries  from  such  individuals  out  of  town  ars 
continually  coming  to  your  Committee.  It  is  but  a  few 
weeks  since  that  the  chairman  was  inquired  of  in  regard  to 
our  schools  by  one  of  the  parents  of  a  family  of  property 
and  standing,  in  the  State  or  Vermont  They  would  like  to 
move  to  our  city,  and  their  doing  so  entirely  turned  upon 
what  could  be  said  of  our  schools.  And  a  fortnight  aso,  a 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  made  similar  inquiries  of  die 
chairman,  and  for  a  similar  purpose.  The  gentleman  was  a 
highly  educated  man,  somewhat  eminent  in  one  of  the  learned 
professions,  and  greatly  interested  in  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion, at  one  time  having  under  his  charge  ojQicially  the  in- 
stitutes in  a  sister  State.  His  residence  among  us  would  be 
valuable  for  his  experience  in  educational  matters,  if  for  no- 
tiilng  else ;  and  his  coming  hinged  entirely  upon  what  could 
be  said  of  the  character  of  our  schools.  But  we  may  not 
only  thus  attract  capital  and  valuable  residents  to  our  city 
by  makmg  our  schools  what  they  ought  to  be— we  may  also 
save  a  vast  amount  of  capital,  now  sent  away  from  us  in  the 
education  of  children  abroad.  Few,  probably,  are  aware 
how  large  an  amount  this  is.  The  chairman,  with  reference 
to  this  topic,  took  some  pains  to  make  an  estimate  in  regard 
to  it  To  his  own  amazement  he  found  it  to  amount  each 
year  to  three-fourths  as  much  as  we  annually  expend  in  the 
support  of  all  our  public  schools.  It  is  possible  hu  estimates 
may  somewhat  err,  but  it  is  probable  tnat  they  are  not  fiur 
from  the  truth. 
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SiDce  the  commencement  of  our  recent  examinations  at 
the  close  of  the  last  term,  the  chairman  received  a  circu- 
lar from  the  principal  of  a  family  boarding  school  for  young 
ladies.  He  feels  at  liberty  to  speak  of  it,  inasmuch  as  his 
own  name  is  one  of  the  references  upon  the  circular,  and  he 
can  honestly  give  his  heartfelt  commendation  of  the  school. 
He  knows  of  no  place  he  would  sooner  commend  a  parent 
to  send  his  daughter,  if  he  feels  it  necessary  to  send  her 
away  from  home,  and  is  willing  to  incur  the  expense.  To 
this  expense  let  us  invite  your  attention  for  a  moment.  The 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  school  are  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  for  forty  weeks,  payable  quarterly,  in  advance.  No 
pupil  from  abroad  is  received  for  less.  Tuition  in  German, 
Italian,  Spanish,  and  music,  is  for  each  of  these  extra  ;  and  at 
the  prices  advertised,  should  one  attend  to  them  all,  it  would 
be  about  an  additional  two  hundred  and  fiAy  dollars.  None 
of  these  items  include  books  or  stationery,  they  are  an  ad- 
ditional expense  still.  Travelling  expenses,  and  dress,  of 
course,  are  not  referred  to ;  they  are  additional,  and  vary 
with  the  individual.  We  have  no  doubt  that  many  a  father 
is  spending  five  hundred  dollars  annually  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  daughter  at  that  school ;  and  he  receives  his 
money's  worth  for  every  dollar  of  his  outlay,  if  he  can  at 
ford  it.  We  only  allude  to  it  as  a  an  illustration  of  the 
amount  that  may  be  sent  put  of  a  place  whose  educational 
advantage  are  inadequate  to  the  wishes  of  parents  eager 
and  able  to  give  their  children  the  best  possible  advantages. 

But  the  large  amount  of  money  annually  sent  from  our 
place,  which  might  be  saved,  or  better  expended  here,  is 
really  the  least  evil  attendant  upon  sending  our  children  away 
from  home  to  be  educated.  There  are  other  things  besides 
a  mere  acquaintance  with  books,  belonging  to  a  true  educa- 
tion—one that  fits  fpr  life's  labor.  No  boy  acquires  habits  of 
industry  and  willingness  to  work  as  when  beneath  his  father's 
eye  and  example.  No  ^irl  acquires  at  a  boarding  school,  a 
knowledge  of  those  nameless  things  in  domestic  life,  which 
more  than  French,  or  the  piano,  make  home  pleasant — wo- 
man's happy  work.  And  who,  fathers  and  mothers,  how- 
ever superior  the  school  abroad  to  which  you  send  your 
children,  who,  what  stranger,  can  ever  feel  an  interest  like 
your  own  in  the  welfare  of  your  sons  and  daughters  f 
Away  from  parental  oversight,  is  it  in  the  nature  of  things 
to  be  expected  that  your  children  will  not  do  some  things 
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they  would  not  at  home  ?  Tracking  home,  care,  and  paren- 
tal ovenij^t,  how  often  the  health  suffers,  and  still  oftener 
the  habits !  In  the  most  painful  case  of  discipline  which 
has  come  before  your  C!ommittee  during  the  last  two  years, 
that  youth  acknowledged,  with  tearful  eyes,  that  the  evil 
habits  and  propensities  which  cost  that  young  person  so 
much  shame  and  us  so  much  trouble,  were  started  in  a 
school  away  from  home,  where  the  parents  were  expensively 
furnishing,  superior  advanta^,  as  they  supposed.  Tliere  is 
more  than  one  father  in  this  city,  who  if  ne  chose,  could 
narrate  such  an  experience  of  disappointment  and  sorrow  in 
his  endeavors  and  sacrifices  to  educate  his  sons  away  from 
home,  as  would  melt  any  heart  to  hear,  and  make  every  citi- 
zen determined  to  do  his  utmost  to  perfect  our  own  city 
public  schools. 

Ah !  fellow  citizens,  it  is  discreet  economy,  and  something 
far  more,  for  us  to  be  wisely  liberal  in  our  expenditures  to 

Erfect  these  schools.  To  secure  this,  we  believe,  as  we 
ve  said,  that  nothing  more  is  necessary  than  a  correct  view 
of  the  subject  and  proper  intersst  in  it  And  how  shall  there 
not  be  such  an  interest,  when  it  is  to  be  presumed  that 
parents  desire  their  children's  wel&re  above  all  all  earthly 
things  ?  Why  should  we  not  have  such  an  interest,  when  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that  we  have  some  pride  for  our  city's 
name,  some  regard  for  the  well-being  of  our  State,  some  pa- 
triotic feelines  for  our  native  land,  when  this  city^s  name, 
New  Hampshire's  reputation,  our  country's  weal  are  to  be 
oommitted,  in  a  few  years,  to  these  youth,  now  in  our  pub- 
lic schools,  and  such  as  they  ? 

In  this  Union  District  are  the  homes  of  one-fiftieth  of  all 
the  youth  belonging  to  this  State  now  in  process  of  educa- 
tion, whether  as  formed  in  the  public  or  select  school,  the 
academy,  seminary  and  college  all  combined.  Who  can 
contemplate  such  a  body  of  youth  as  this,  and  not  have  Ui 
heart  swell  with  deepest  emotion  ?  With  what  feelings  Na^ 
poleon  used  to  contemplate,  and  with  what  words  e^dresa, 
his  marshalled  battalions — as  of  old,  Alexander  his  phalanxes, 
and  Csesar  his  legions — ^whom  they  knew  would  perform  such 
deeds  of  valor,  achieve  such  triumphs,  and  accomplish  des- 
tinies so  grand !  Go  into  our  schools,  look  upon  the  multi- 
tude of  children  and  youth  assembled  there ;  contempUite 
their  capabilities  and  their  future — a  like  excitement  wiU  stir 
and  thrill  your  soul ;  a  kindi^  mterest  and  enthusiasm  will 
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bum  within  your  breast  Ton  see  the  future  society  of 
your  city ;  its  husbands  and  fatheis ;  its  wives  and  mothers  ; 
your  mechanics,  jrour  merchants,  your  physicians,  your  law- 
yers, your  clei^.  Tou  see  you  know  not  what  of  good  or  ill 
in  embryo  there,  but  very  much  what  these  schools  shall  de- 
termine ;  perhaps  the  great  inventor  or  discoverer — the  Ful- 
ton or  Franklin ;  perhaps  the  great  and  successful  merchant — 
some  Perkins  or  Lawrence ;  some  lawyer,  like  Pinckney,  or 
Wirt ;  some  orator,  like  Patrick  Henry,  or  Henry  Cla^ ; 
some  statesmen  like  Calhoun  or  Webster ;  some  great  jurist, 
— a  Stoiy  or  a  Marshall— some  great  physician,  some  God- 
man  or  Warren ;  some  eminent  divine — an  Edwards  or  a 
Chaoning ;  some  honored  historian — may  be  a  Belknap  or  a 
Bancroft ;  some  author,  or  authoress— ^m  Irving,  a  Stowe ; 
some  poet  or  poetess — a  Bryant,  a  Sigoumey  ;  some  philan- 
thrq>i8t  like  tne  missionary  Judson,  or  the  lunations  friend, 
BiisB  Dix.  Tou  may  imagine  anything  of  these  youth  and 
not  equal  the  fiiturs  reality.  At  any  rate,  at  the  least,  you 
see  in  these  children  and  youth  future  citizens,  future  men 
and  women,  intelligent  or  ignorant,  upri^t  or  unprincipled, 
useful  or  pemknous,  res|>ected  or  deq)ised,  accomplishmg  a 
life  noble,  or  lost,  entering  finally,  sraves  honored  or  de- 
spised, axid  then  upon  an  unrevealed  histoiy  of  exaltation  or 
of  shame. 

What,  &thers,  and  citizens,  is  there  whkh  claims  from  us  a 
more  liberal  support,  a  deeper  interest,  than  our  publiic 
schools  ?  The  education  of  our  youth — ^physically,  intellec- 
tually, morally — ^it  ia  the  permanent  interest  of  society. 
Let  us  feel  and  act  accordmgly. 

Thanking  you,  fellow  citizens,  for  the  indulgence  with 
which  yon  have  regarded  our  efforts  to  serve  you,  and  deep- 
ly remtting  that  we  have  been  able  to  do  no  more,  we  re- 
specmilly  submit  to  you  our  Report. 


HENRY  E.  PARKER, 
AMOS  HADLEY, 
PALTIAH  BROWN, 
ASA  FOWLER, 
A.  B.  MUZZEY. 


Superintending 

Committee  of  ike 

Union  District. 
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Ix  Eeadih'o  :  Town's  Se- 
ries^ AmericaB  Header,  and 
Tower's  Series, 

In  Spelling  :  Norih  Amer- 
ican, and  Town's  Speller  and 
Defines 

In  Aeithmetic  :  Adams' 
Revised;  Col  bum's;  Emer- 
son's \  Smith's  ;  North  Amer- 
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Fitches  and  Come) ra* 
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Slates. 
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TERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 


OFTHl 


CITY  OF  CONCORD, 


FOR  THE  TEAR  ENDING 


laoa. 


CONCORD,  N.  H. 

INDSFEMBBNT  DEUOCBAT  OFFICE-FOOO  ft  HADLBT. 

1858. 


EEPORT  OP  THE  CITY  COMMITTEE. 


The  Snperintending  School  Committee  of  Concordi  for 
tlie  year  1857-8,  would  hereby  present  to  their  fellow  cit- 
izens their  annual  report : — 

On  a  careful  review  of  all  the  schools  under  our  charge 
for  the  past  year,  our  impression  is  that  they  have  nobly 
fulfilled  their  object,  and  will  fitvorably  compare  with  those 
of  former  years.  Our  teachers  have  succeeded  well.  In 
a  large  number  of  instances  their  success  has  been  most 
gratifying.  Their  learning,  diligence  and  high  moral  feel- 
ing have  inspired  their  pupils  with  confidence  and  love, 
and  their  daily  task,  as  a  consequence,  has  been  easgr  and 
delightfhl.  Among  the  causes  which  have  conduced  to  this 
result  we  may  mention  the  unusual  prevalence  of  moral 
and  religious  influences  among  the  people.  Social  and 
home  influences  have  been  better,  and  the  schools  have  im- 
proved accordingly.  We  may  also  mention  the  increased 
culture  of  learning  by  means  of  our  Teachers'  Institutes 
and  our  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Many  of  our  teach- 
ers have  pursued  the  higher  branches  of  an  English  edu- 
cation, and  a  few,  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  at  these 
institutions.  Our  teachers  have  thus  gained  an  enlarge- 
ment of  view,  and  the  power  of  ready  analysis  of  difficult 
subjects  in  the  various  branches  taught,  which  is  of  incalcu- 
lable value.  Having  thus  enlarged  the  circle  of  their  at- 
tainments, our  teachers  have 

<«  Soared  to  higkar  woilds  and  lad  the  waj." 

Our  citizens  are  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  them  for 


their  nntiring  devotion  to  the  duties  of  their  calling.  Thej 
have  been  attentive,  not  only  to  the  loarniDg,  bat  also  to 
the  morals  of  the  children.  In  this  respect  thej  have 
nobly  seconded  the  solicitude  of  the  Superintending  Com- 
mittee, and  have  been  faithful,  so  far  as  wo  know,  to  re- 
buke all  instances  of  profknity,  fidsehood,  unkindness  and 
disobedience.  In  some  instances,  with  the  full  approba- 
tion of  the  committee,  they  have  gone  even  further  than  to 
cultivate  the  fields  of  learning  and  morals,  and  have  sought 
to  impress  upon  their  pupils  the  great  lessons  of  piely. 
The  Scriptures  have  been  read,  devotional  singing  hai 
been  introduced,  and  prayers  have  been  offered  to  tli0 
Oreat  Giver  of  all  good.  We  are  happy  to  know  that  these 
exercises  have  been  very  generally  approved  by  the  parents 
and  the  children.  In  such  a  state  of  things  we  have  re- 
joiced, and  will  rejoice. 

Wo  cannot  refrain  from  reminding  our  fellow  citizens  in 
this  connection,  of  the  great  value  of  our  higher  institi^ 
tions  of  learning,  and  of  our  Teachers'  Institutes,  in  yield- 
ing us  from  year  to  year  a  supply  of  eflScicnt  and  well 
q[uallficd  teachers.  In  the  absence  of  a  Normal  School — an 
institution  greatly  needed  in  our  State — we  must  depend 
for  well  qualified  teachers  mainly  on  our  academies,  semi- 
naries, high  schools  and  colleges.  Those  expecting  to  en- 
ter into  the  work  of  teaching  should  avail  themselves  of 
their  advantages  to  the  greatest  possible  extent. 

The  Committee  have  concluded  to  refrain  from  urging 
any  new  suggestions  to  improve  our  present  plan  of  con- 
ducting the  work  of  public  instruction.  We  still  adhere 
to  the  views  expressed  in  our  last  report  in  regard  to 
subjecting  our  schools  and  teachers  to  the  charge  of  one 
man.  We  do  not  think  it  Likely  to  improve  the  present 
plan.  The  nearer  the  schools  are  brought  to  the  people^ 
the  better.  They  are  not  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  their 
own  wants,  and  it  must  be  presumed  that  they  will  always 
be  more  interested  to  obtain  suitable  teachers  than  any 


■^ 


ttEUger  can  be.  We  vould  still  urge  npon  oar  fellow 
citizens  the  importance  of  making  their  schooMioases  com- 
fortable and  even  tasteful;  much  more  attention  should 
be  given  to  this  point ;  also,  to  a  good  supply  of  black- 
boards and  outline  maps.  We  have  not  thought  it  advisa- 
ble to  recommend  any  change  in  the  text  books  to  be  used. 
In  conclusion,  we  would  earnestly  invoke  the  continued 
interest  and  devotion  of  our  fellow  citizens  to  the  good  of 
our  common  schools,  as  of  the  greatest  importance  to  our 
Bodal,  our  civil;  and  our  religious  interests. 


A.  ROLFS, 
CHARLES  SMITH, 
ASA  P.  TBNNEY, 
STEPHEN  K  YML, 
H.  E.  PARKER, 
J.  D.  PAGE, 
JOS.  HAZELTINE. 


Superintending 

School  CommiHee 

of  the  City  of 

Concord 


r 


WARD   REPORTS. 


WABD  ONE— DiSTBiCT  No.  1. 

The  summer  Bchool  of  this  district  was  taught  by  Miss 
Marj  P.  Lamprey.  Her  school  was  quite  long,  and  she 
gave  very  good  satisfaction.  Perhaps  there  is  no  place  in 
this  city  whore  there  has  been  more  improvement  in  our 
schools  than  in  Ward  1,  and  this  school  in  particular.  The 
district  has  within  a  few  years  built  a  new  house,  which  is 
yery  neat  and  convenient.  It  is  very  safe  to  calculate 
upon  good  schools  where  the  district  take  interest  enough 
to  have  a  proper  place  to  school  their  children  in.  The 
order  in  this  school  was  very  commendable^  and  reflects 
much  credit  upon  the  parents^  the  teacher  and  the  scholars. 

The  winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Charles  Fisk.  The 
general  deportment  of  the  school  was  good.  The  school 
was  somewhat  larger  than  in  the  summer  term,  and  contained 
many  large  scholars.  Mr.  Fisk  was  quite  young  in  the 
business,  but  he  managed  his  school  with  a  determination 
which  will  ever  make  him  successful,  and  I  take  much  pleas- 
ure in  recommending  him  to  any  who  are  in  want  of  a 
teacher. 

District  No.  2. 

Both  terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by  Miss  Emma 
Jane  Ela.  This  school  is  quite  small,  with  no  large  schol- 
arS|  and  required  but  a  little  exertion  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher,  to  make  her  school  commendable.  On  the 
day  of  examination  we  found  good  order  and  good  im* 


provement.  This  diBtrict  has  yerj  recently  built  a  very 
nice  school-honse,  which  reflects  much  credit  upon  its  en- 
terprise. 

DiSTBICT  No.  20. 
The  schools  in  this  district  have  been,  until  the  past 
season,  under  the  Somersworth  Act  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  summer  term  the  school  contained  but  two  de- 
partments, but  it  was  soon  found  necessary  to  make  a  new 
division,  and  put  the  scholars  into  three  departments,  viz : 
the  primary,  intermediate,  and  higher  department.  In 
schools  like  this  it  is  almost  impossible  to  arrive  at  any 
definite  conclusion  as  to  the  amount  of  improvement  made. 
This  is  like  all  other  village  schools,  where  the  scholars  are 
continually  changing,  thereby  bringing  together  not  only  a 
great  variety  of  school  books,  but  a  great  variety  of  man- 
ners and  customs.  During  the  summer  term.  Miss  Ellen 
M.  Fisk  had  charge  of  the  primary.  Miss  Agnes  A.  Lecka, 
ihe  intermediate,  and  Miss  Sarah  J.  Davis  the  higher  de- 
partment. During  the  winter  term  we  had  but  two  de- 
partments. John  E.  Abbott  taught  the  higher,  and  Miss 
Ellen  M.  Fiske,  the  primary.  All  things  taken  into  consid- 
eration, the  schools  in  this  district  have  been  satisfactory. 

A.  ROLPE, 
Superintending  School  Committee  for  Ward  One. 


WARD  TWO— DiSTBiOT  No.  14. 

This  district  is  small,  yet  a  good  degree  of  interest 
has  been  exhibited  in  behalf  of  education  for  the  past  few 
years. 

Miss  Bebecca  P.  Chase  instructed  during  the  summer 
term.  The  committee  were  highly  pleased  with  the  re- 
citations and  order  of  the  school,  and  the  faithful  manner 
of  imparting  instruction  and  securing  the  good  will  of  the 
scholars.    Miss  Chase  is  an  excellent  teacher. 


The  winter  school  was  kept  bj  Mr.  Daniel  E.  Bichar4* 
son.  It  did  not  correspond  to  the  usual  character  of  tiie 
school  in  this  district.  The  closing  examination  appeared 
to  be  entirely  under  the  charge  of  the  Prudential  Commit- 
tee—a  man  who  says  that  he  is  well  posted  on  the  law  in 
regard  to  common  schools,  and  1  suppose  that  he  thinks 
that  he  is  also  well  posted  as  to  what  belongs  tp  decency 
and  good  manners — others  may  think  differently.  There 
were  only  eight  scholars  present  to  close  the  school. 

District  No,  13. 

The  summer  school  was  kept  by  Miss  Abby  H.  Winslow, 
and  with  commendable  success ;  but  before  the  school  can 
bo  what  it  should  be,  the  district  must  be  more  united  than 
it  has  been  for  the  past  few  years.  The  school-house 
is  not  just  what  it  should  be. 

The  winter  school  was  commenced  by  Mr.  Daniel  Ham, 
who  was  compelled  at  the  close  of  the  first  week  to  leave, 
by  reason  of  ill  health.  The  term  was  finished  by  J.  M. 
Sanborn,  an  experienced  teacher,  who  gave  good  satisfSwj- 
tion. 

District  No.  21. 

The  summer  school  was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Persis 
A.  Seavey,  whose  discipline  was  very  good  and  instruction 
exact  The  reading  in  the  larger  classes  was  rather  poor, 
but  so  far  as  is  known,  the  school  gave  good  satisfaction. 

The  winter  term  was  kept  by  Mr.  Albert  L.  Smith,  who 
gave  entire  satisfaction.  The  progress  made  in  the  various 
branches  taugbt  was  good,  especially  in  reading. 

District  No.  22. 

Both  summer  and  winter  schools  were  kept  by  Miss  Han- 
nah E.  Wales.  Her  untiring  efforts  were  successful  in  se* 
curing  the  progress  of  her  school.  The  discipline  waa 
good — ^the  government  mild.  The  order  was  much  better 
than  could  be  expected  in  so  poor  a  house. 


DiSTBicr  No.  19. 

The  summer  school  was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  H. 
E.  L.  Potter,  an  experienced  teacher  who  gave  entire  sat* 
isfaction.  This  school  might  well  be  called  the  model 
school  of  New  England.  Careful  attention  was  given  to 
the  recitations,  and  it  was  the  aim  of  the  teacher  to  have 
her  scholars  understand  aU  to  which  they  gave  their  atten- 
tion. 

The  winter  school  was  kept  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Stevens,  who 
fidled  to  secure  the  attention  of  all  the  large  scholars,  con- 
sequently the  school  was  not  what  it  might  otherwise  havei 
been.  The  teacher  was  well  qualified  to  teach.  Under 
the  circumstances,  the  examination,  at  the  close,  was  much 
better  than  could  have  been  expected. 

District  No.  12. 

The  summer  school  was  taught  by  Hiss  Sarah  E.  Up* 
ham.  The  school  appeared  remarkably  well  for  its  quiet- 
ness and  good  order.  The  kind  feeliugs  manifested  by 
the  scholars  for  their  teacher,  was  a  sure  indication  that 
she  understood  mani^og  a  school. 

The  winter  term,  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  J.  East- 
man Pecker,  was  entirely  satisfactory.  The  exercises  at 
the  close  were  highly  interesting  to  all  present,  and  showed 
that  the  teacher  spared  no  efforts  to  have  his  scholars  un- 
derstand all  that  they  went  over.  Mr.  Pecker  is  an  able 
and  excellent  teacher.  • 

DiSTBlOT  No.  15. 

The  summer  school  was  kept  by  Miss  Mary  M.  Gilman. 
The  order  was  good  and  the  scholars  appeared  well.  The 
closing  examination  showed  a  good  degree  of  improvement 
in  all  the  branches  taught. 

The  winter  school  was  kept  by  Miss  Kate  C.  Kimball. 
Oareful  attention  was  given  to  the  recitations,  and  it  was 
the  9dm  oi  the  teacher  ta  have  her  scholars  understand  all 


to  whicb  they  gave  attention.  The  Bchool  appeared  well 
at  the  closing  examination,  and  in  mj  opinion  it  has  fiilly 
maintained  its  former  good  reputation. 

CHARLES  SMITH! 
Superintending  School  Committee  Ward  Two. 


WARD  THREE— DiSTBiCT  No.  3. 

District  No.  3,  in  this  Ward,  is  under  the  Somersworih 
Aoty  and  will  be  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  district 
committee. 

District  No.  4. 

Both  the  summer  and  winter  terms  of  this  school 
were  kept  by  Miss  Alma  J.  Famum.  It  has  maintained  its 
established  character  for  morality,  order,  diligence  and 
success.  The  teacher  was  reared  in  the  district,  but  still 
secured  the  love,  respect,  and  ready  obedience  of  her  pu- 
pils. During  the  winter  term  five  pupils  completed  Adams' 
Arithmetic ;  several  of  the  scholars  pursued  branches  of 
study  in  advance  of  those  required  by  law  to  be  taught  in 
our  common  schools.  The  progress  in  all  the  studies  was 
commendable. 

District  No.  5. 

The  summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Ellen  S.  French. 
She  is  a  diligent,  capable  and  successful  teacher.  The  or- 
der, progress  and  moral  conduct  of  the  scholars  was  good. 

The  winter  term  was  kept  by  Mr.  Isaac  N.  Abbott. 
This  school  is  small,  consisting  only  of  thirteen  males  and 
four  females.  But  Mr.  A.  found  ample  employment  for  all 
his  time,  and  was  rewarded  by  the  marked  progress  and 
good  conduct  of  his  pupils.  The  common  branches  of 
study,  especially  readhig  and  spelling,  received,  as  they 
dioidd  do,  special  attention,  and  with  commendable  saoeesf. 


Our  winter  schoolB  have  Bn&red  more  or  loss  from  preya- 
lent  epidemics,  bat  still  have  been  saccessfiil. 

ASA  P.  TENNBT, 
Sttperintending  School  Committee  of  Ward  Three. 


WARD  FOUR— DisTBicr  No.  6. 

This  school  was  tanght  by  Miss  Lizzie  E.  Smart  of  Hop- 
kintoni  during  both  the  fall  and  winter  terms.  Miss 
Smart  succeeded  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  her  em- 
ployers. She  was  diligent  and  successful ;  she  secured  the 
best  of  order,  and  a  high  interest  in  study  was  kept  up  in 
the  minds  of  her  pupils.  At  the  close  of  the  winter  school, 
in  addition  to  the  branches  ordinarily  taught,  two  classes 
were  examined  in  algebra,  and  one  in  history.  All  the 
dasses  appeared  well,andespecially  that  in  English  gram- 
mar— all  the  rules  of  syntax  were  recited.  Miss  Smart  is 
one  of  our  best  teachers. 

STEPHEN  M.  VAIL, 
Superintending  School  Committee  of  Ward  Four, 

Seports  of  Wards  5  and  6  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  Union  District. 


WARD  SEVEN— District  No.  7. 

The  summer  term  in  this  District  was  taught  by  Miss 
Clara  A.  Dustin,  it  being  her  first  attempt  at  school  teach- 
ing. This  school  was  composed  of  scholars  between  the 
ages  of  four  and  eleven  years.  The  teacher  manifested 
8och  patience  as  is  essential  in  the  management  of  small 
scholars.  The  school  was  well  governed,  and  the  progress 
in  the  studies  commendable. 

Mr.  J.  Henry  Ballard  was  the  teacher  during  the  winter 
term.    Mr.  B.  is  well  qualified  for  teaching,  and  devoted 


his  time  to  tbe  interest  of  his  Boholars,  who,  at  the  dose  of 
the  school,  showed  that  they  had  been  well  governed  and 
well  instraoted.  Some  good  reading  was  heard  in  the 
larger  classes,  and  the  small  scholars  made  great  improve- 
ment  in  that  art,  in  consequence  of  the  teacher  having  given 
them  a  due  portion  of  his  attention.  Vocal  music  was 
introduced  and  attended  with  beneficial  results.  The  moral 
deportment  of  the  scholars  is  well  spoken  of  by  the  teacher 
in  his  remarks.  No  quarrelling  and  no  profane  language 
were  noticed  among  the  scholars  during  the  term. 

District  No.  8* 

The  school  in  this  district  during  the  last  two  years  has 
been  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Rogers,  who  is 
an  excellent  teacher,  and  this  may  be  considered  a  model 
school — a  worthy  pattern.  The  superior  improvement  in 
this  school  may  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  employment  of 
the  same  teacher  a  number  of  terms  in  succession.  Y^ 
great  proficiency  in  all  the  studies  pursued  during  the  last 
two  terms  of  twelve  weeks  each,  was  manifest  at  the  close. 
A  class  of  small  girls  made  extraordinary  progress  in  the 
stndy  of  arithmetic.  The  singing  of  the  scholars,  accom- 
panied by  the  voice  of  the  teacher,  was  very  melodious. 
A  new  house  is  much  needed,  and  will  probably  be  erected 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 

DiSTBIOT  No.  16. 

The  committee  received  no  notice  of  the  commencement 
or  olose  of  this  school,  and  can  make  no  report. 

DiBTBICT  No.  17. 

Hiss  Ann  N.  Smart  had  charge  of  this  school  during  the 
summer,  and  seven  weeks  of  the  winter  term.  Miss  Smart 
is  an  energetic,  experienced  teacher.  Good  order  and  dis- 
cipline were  maintained  in  an  easy  manner,  and  the  progress 
in  the  studies  proved  that  both  teacher  and  scholar 
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48  instrndioii  of  MisB  Adglia  0»  Hl^wthonie)  vko  is  «ii 
«ocomplished  teacbar,  and  doubtless  kept  a  good  iiehad. 
This  district  has  become  permanently  whed  witk  a  dis- 
trict in  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  and  measures  are  being 
taken  to  build  a  school-housei  which  is  very  much  needed, 
and  will  probably  be  completed  before  another  winter. 

District  No.  18. 

This  school,  during  the  summer  term,  kept  by  Miss  Sarah 
J.  Fuller,  appeared,  when  visited  by  the  committee,  to  have 
made  a  good  beginning;  but  it  closed  earlier  than  was  ex- 
pected, and  the  committee,  not  being  present,  can  make  no 
report  of  its  progress. 

The  winter  term,  of  eleven  weeks,  was  kept  by  Mr. 
Henry  M.  Caldwell,  it  being  his  second  term  in  this  dis* 
trict.  Mr.  Caldwell  is  well  qualified,  and  maintained  his 
former  reputation  as  a  teacher.  This  is  a  large  school,  and 
well  advanced  in  the  studies  pursued.  The  school  was  con* 
tinned  by  subscription  a  few  weeks  after  the  public  money 
was  expended. 

DisTBiOT  No.  23. 

Miss  Emma  S.  Cushing  kept  the  school  in  this  District 
during  the  summer  term  of  ten  weeks.  Miss  C.  has  had 
considerable  experience,  and  is  a  successful  teacher.  The 
OTder  of  the  school  and  progress  were  commendable. 

The  winter  term  was  kept  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Johnson,  who 
manifested  good  judgment  in  the  management  and  discipline 
of  his  school.  This  was  Mr.  Johnson's  first  appearance  in 
the  character  of  a  teacher,  and,  doubtless,  with  age  and 
experience,  he  will  become  one  of  our  best  teachers.  The 
progress  in  Ihe  studies  was  good.  This  district  is  con- 
nected with  a  school  district  in  Bow. 


Books  uskd  in  Isb  diffhrsnt  Sohools. — Adams',  Ool- 
burn's  and  Holbrook's  Arithmetics;  Weld's  Oramdiar;  Got 
ton  &  Fitch'Si  Mitoheirs,  and  Smith's  Geographies;  John- 
ston's Philosophy;  Gutter's  Physiology;  Davies'  Algebra; 
Sargent's  and  Town's  Series  of  Readers. 


KEPORT   OP   'PHE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OP  DISTRICT  NUMBEE  THEEE. 

The  Snperintending  School  Committee  for  District  No. 
8|  under  the  Somersworth  Act,  Ward  3,  in  Concord,  make 
the  following 

REPORT: 

During  the  past  year,  fonr  terms  of  school  have  been 
tanght  in  this   district — two  in  each  division. 

The  scholars  are  not  graded,  but  are  divided  with  refer- 
ence to  location,  making  the  number  in  each  division  about 
equal. 

The  summer  and  winter  terms,  of  twelve  weeks  each, 
in  the  north  division,  were  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  J.  Holden, 
irho  has  been  the  teacher  of  three  successive  terms  in  this 
district. 

Averag*e  attendance  in  summer,  forty-five ;  in  winter,  fifty- 
two.  The  committee  were  gratified  with  the  regular  sys- 
tem of  school  exercises,  and  the  prevailing  order  of  the 
schools.  At  the  close  of  the  terms,  an  exhibition  of  inv- 
provement  in  all  the  branches  taught  was  highly  creditable 
to  both  teacher  and  scholars.  Several  years  a  resident  in 
the  district,  the  teacher  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
her  employers,  and  a  large  share  in  the  affection  of  her 
pupils. 

The  summer  term,  of  twelve  weeks,  in  the  south  divis- 
ion^ averaging  an  attendance  of  forty  scholars,  was  taught 
by  Miss  Martha  A.  Neal,  who  was  the  teacher  of  the  previ- 
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ons  winter  term.  The  average  age  of  scholars  was  consid- 
erably below  that  of  the  former  term ;  several  families  hav- 
ing removed  from  the  district  The  closing  examination 
was  respectable  to  teacher  and  scholars.  The  committee 
were  pleased  with  the  order  and  general  improvement  of  the 
school,  and  chcerfoUj  assent  to  the  high  commendation 
given  the  teacher  in  a  former  report  for  her  ability  aad 
success. 

The  winter  term,  of  twelve  weeks,  in  the  south  divis- 
ion, averaging  an  attendance  of  forty-two  scholars,  was 
taught  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Bogers,  the  successful  teacher  of 
several  terms  of  school  in  this  city.  The  order  of  this 
school  was  good,  and  the  proficiency  satisfactory;  classes 
generally  having  a  deep  interest  in  their  studies.  Miss 
Bogers  is  faithful  and  untiring  in  her  efforts,  manifesting 
a  desire  to  promote  the  highest  moral  and  intellectual  good 
of  her  pupils. 

Our  teachers  have  made  a  worthy  effort  to  suppress  the 
habit  of  whispering  in  school — a  habit  fraught  with  untold 
mischief,  and  should  be  no  longer  tolerated. 

There  has  boon  a  marked  improvement  in  the  study  of 
English  grammar  and  the  art  of  reading.  Due  attention 
to  these  branches  would  render  them  sources  of  the  highest 
intellectual  enjoyment.  The  careful  selection  of  books  fpff 
youthful  reading  has  a  most  happy  effect.  The  fact  that  a 
book  is  found  in  a  library  is  no  sore  evidence  of  its  intrin- 
sio  worth.  The  moral  condition  of  our  schools  is  well  re- 
ported. When  vice  so  fearfully  prevails  we  could  scarcely 
hope  that  no  instances  of  profanity  or  quarrelling  would 
come  under  the  notice  of  our  teachers.  Let  every  person 
feel  bound  to  exert  a  good  moral  influence,  and  wo  >  might 
see  a  speedy  and  thorough  reform  in  society. 
IRA  ROWELL,  ^ 

STEPHEN  CARLETON,  Superintending 

MOSES  H.  FARNUM,         \   School  Committee 
DAVID  ABBOTT,  [      for  Di$t.  No.  3. 

CHANDLER  EASTMAN,  J 


STATISTIOS  OP  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


ABOBBt  of  fchool  order, $S7VMMI 

ymbcrof  tehooli  in  nunmer, t 

Nmberof  schooU  in  winttr t 

NoBlwr  of  teholan  in  north  dividon, 58 

ff«Mb«rof  Mbolart  in  south  divition, .fif 

Ltngth  of  tehoids  in  weeks,  in  tunimer, .....)t 

Lenfthof  echooli  in  weeks,  in  winter, It 

Wmfos  of  female  teachers  in  summer  term,  includinf  board , $I9H)0 

Waireeof  female  teachers  in  if  inter  term,  including  board, 83-00 

Sebolaia  4  jtars  of  af  e  and  upwards  attending  not  less  than  2  weeks  in  summer  term,.  .89 

▲Tcmfe  attendance, 80 

Scholan  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  attending  not  less  than  S  weeks  in  summer  term,.  .88 

0cholart  over  16  years  of  age  attending  not  less  than  two  weeks  in  summer  term, 1 

Bcbotoff  4  yearn  of  age  and  upwards  attending  not  less  than  2  weeks  in  winter  term,..  .111 

▲▼erage  attendance, 94 

Scholan  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  attending  not  lets  than  9  weeks  in  winter  term,. .  101 

Sebolstrs  orer  16  yean  of  age  attending  not  les*  than  two  weeks  in  winter  term, 10 

MvMbcrofpapils  that  have  made  reading  a  study, HI 

"  ««        •*      ««        •«      spelling  a  study, Ill 

«  «««••<       «<      penmanship  a  study, 88 

•«  "        •«       «•        •«      arithmetic  a  study, 67 

••  44       «      M       M      grammar  a  study, 80 

«•  "       •«      "       ««      geography  a  study, 90 

••  *•       «<       *<       <*      eompositioo  a  study, 14 

«•  «•       "      ««       •«      history  a  study, 10 

••  **       ««       "       "      physiology  a  study, S 

M  «(       «      «(    attended  to  other  studies, 15 

IfoBbcr  of  Tisits  by  superintending  scIkmI  committee,  summer  term, 4 

Nuabcr  of  Tisits  by  prudential  committee,  summer  term 4 

Hombcr  of  visits  by  citiiens  and  others,  summer  term, 50 

NiuBlier  of  Tisils  by  superintending  sehool  committee,  winter  term 7 

NoiBber  of  Tisiiaby  prudential  committee,  winter  term, •••fi 

Number  of  ▼isitt  l^  eitiiens  and  othem,  winter  term, 48 


LIST   OF  TEXT  BOOKS. 

Bible ;  Sargent's  Series  of  Reading  Books  ;  Town's  and  Web- 
sterns  Spelling  Books  ;  Adams%  Colburn's  and  Holbrookes  Arithme- 
tks ;  Weld's  and  Smith's  Grammar,  and  Weld's  Parsing  Book ; 
Colton  and  Fitch's  Series  of  Geographies  ;  Davies'  Algebra  ;  John- 
ston's Philosophy  ;  History  of  the  United  States  ;  Mattison's  Astron- 
omy ;  Duntonian  Series  of  Writing  Books. 


REPORT   OF   THE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OP    UNION    DISTRICT. 

It  becomes  our  duty  to  present  to  the  citizens  of  Union 
District,  the  Third  Aiinual  Report  of  the  progress  and  con- 
dition of  their  public  schools. 
2 


18 

The  number  of  schools  in  this  Districti  during  the  past 
year,  has  been  20 ;  distributed  to  the  several  grades  as  fol- 
lows:— 1  High  School;  3  Grammar  Schools;  6  Intermedi- 
ate ;  10  Primary. 

The  aggregate  attendance  upon  these  schools  has  been 
considerably  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.  During  the 
winter  term,  most  of  the  school-rooms  were  filled  to  their 
utmost  capacity,  and  several  were  uncomfortably  crowded. 
The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  demonstrated  not  only 
the  desirableness;  but  the  absolute  necessity  of  more  room 
for  school  purposes  in  this  District.  The  comfort  and  con- 
venience, the  physical  health,  the  intellectual  improvement 
and  moral  elevation  of  our  children  and  youth  imperatively 
demand  more  extensive  and  better  furnished  school-rooms 
than  we  now  have.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  by  every 
true  friend  of  our  educational  interests,  that  not  another 
year  shall  be  permitted  to  pass  away  without  witnessing  an 
appropriate  provision  in  this  regard.  Let  not  your  com- 
mittees be  compelled  much  longer  to  extemporize  apolo- 
gies for  school-rooms  in  engine  houses  or  other  places  ut- 
terly inappropriate.  Let  us  have  school  structures  worthy 
of  our  beautiful  and  flourishing  city. 

The  schools  have  been  in  session,  during  the  past  year, 
thirty-two  weeks.  It  would  have  been  better,  had  the 
amount  of  money  appropriated  to  this  District,  permitted 
the  extension  of  the  school  terms  to  the  aggregate  of  forty 
weeks.  An  addition  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  pres- 
ent appropriation,  would  prolong  the  school  year  to  that 
desirable  length,  and  would  also  permit  that  reasonable  in- 
crease of  the  compensation  of  teachers  in  the  three  lower 
grades,  which  justice  and  sound  economy  require.  With 
more  room  and  better  accommodations,  more  money  is  ne- 
cessary to  make  our  schools  .what  they  should  be.  Liberal 
investments  in  the  funds  of  Common  School  Education  are 
sure  to  pay  a  liberal  interest  in  the  increased  intelligence 
and  virtue  of  any  community. 


Commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  most  of  our 
Kshoola  during  the  past  year.  In  some,  however;  the  pro- 
press  has  been  considerably  retarded  by  irregularity  of  at- 
tendance. Many  parents  should  be  more  careful  to  have 
their  children  regularly  and  constantly  in  their  places  in  the 
school-room.  Scholars  should  be  more  strictly  trained  to 
make  a  business  of  going  to  school  in  term  time.  Absences, 
LardinesseS;  and  premature  dismissals,  when  not  resulting 
i'om  unavoidable  necessity,  should  be  more  severely  frowned 
upon,  as  most  pernicious,  not  only  to  the  pupils  immediately 
(concerned,  but  to  the  whole  community  of  the  'school-room. 
rhere  is  need  of  much  improvement  on  this  point  in  Union 
District. '  Irregularity  of  attendance  is  a  crying  evil  here, 
md  robs  the  money  expended  upon  our  schools  of  at  least 
one-third  of  its  value.  Will  not  those  parents,  who  find 
themselves  careless  or  indifferent  in  this  regard,  heed  these 
suggestions,  which  we  make  in  all  kindness,  and,  in  future, 
see  to  it  that  their  children  are  seasonably,  constantly,  reg- 
ularly, in  the  school-room  ? 

The  general  discipline  throughout  the  District  has  been 
better,  we  think,  than  in  any  previous  year.  There  has 
been  less  complaint  of  parental ''  aid  and  comfort''  to  child- 
ish and  youthful  insubordination;  and  there  have  been 
fewer  instances  of  "  trouble  in  school."  We  are  happy  to 
be  able  to  make  this  statement,  which  must  be  gratifying  to 
every  lover  of  good  order  *  n  schools;  and  elsewhere,  and 
which  reflects  much  credit  upon  scholars,  teachers  and 
parents. 

The  following  ladies  have  instructed  in  the  Primary  De- 
partment, the  past  year : — ^Miss  Lucia  A.  Pope,  Mrs.  Abbott, 
Miss  Emmie  C.  Allen,  Miss  Margaret  A.  Houston;  Miss 
Lydia  E.  TonkiU;  Miss  E.  F.  Ordway,  Miss  Lucretia  F. 
ShutC;  Mrs.  M.  D.  Weeks,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Crockett,  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Sanderson,  Miss  Lucia  Chandler  and  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Greorge.  Of  these.  Misses  Ordway,  Shute,  Chandler,  and 
Mrs.  Crockett,  had  been,  in  years  before,  employed  in  this 
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department  of  instrnction,  and  had  earned  deservedly  high 
positions  in  the  confidence  of  the  District,  as  competent 
and  faithful  teachers.  These  positions  they  have  fully 
maintained  during  the  past  year.  Miss  Pope  taught,  two 
terms,  and  Mrs.  Abbott,  one  term,  in  the  schools  in  the 
south  section,  and  displayed  considerable  ability.  MisB 
Pope  having  resigned,  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Allen,  who 
evinced  much  interest  in  her  work.  Mrs.  Abbott,  also 
having  resigned,  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Houston.  She  and 
Mrs.  Weeks,  (who  taught  in  one  of  the  schools  on  Spring 
street,)  were  very  successful  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties.  The  schools  taught  by  Miss  Sanderson  and  Miss 
Tonkin  made  good  progress — showing  a  steady  improve- 
ment through  the  year.  Miss  George,  who,  during  the 
summer  and  fall,  had  charge  of  the  school  on  Warren 
street,  and,  during,  the  winter,  of  one  on  Spring  street, 
(Miss  Shute  having  resigned,)  acquitted  herself  in  an  ac« 
ceptable  manner.  To  obtain  persons  just  fitted  for  the 
important  business  of  instruction  in  the  primal  elements  of 
learning,  and  for  the  proper  discipline  of  the  young  pupils 
belonging  to  the  primary  grade,  is  no  easy  task.  On  the 
whole,  we  think  that  the  selection  of  teachers  for  this  de- 
partment in  this  District,  the  past  year,  has  been  decidedly 
fortunate. 

The  instructors  in  the  Intermediate  Department  have 
been :  Miss  Martha  A.  Eaton,  Miss  Martha  Garvin,  Miss 
Annie  T.  Marsh,  Miss  Myra  T.  Elliott,  Miss  Elizabeth  J. 
Goodwin,  Miss  Susan  B.  Moulton,  and  Miss  Orra  A.  George. 
Miss  Garvin  taught,  one  term,  in  the  Myrtle  street  school, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  March,  under  whose  charge 
good  progress  in  study  has  been  made,  and  good  discipline 
maintained.  Of  Misses  Eaton,  Elliott,  Goodwin  and  Moul- 
ton, who  have  instructed  in  previous  years  in  this  depart- 
ment, we  need  only  say  that  their  high  merits  and  excellen- 
cies as  teachers  are  known  of  all  in  this  district,  and  that 
the  experience  of  the  past  season  has    shown  that  the 
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praises  bestowed  upon  them  on  former  occasions,  were  not 
misplaced.  Miss  G^orgo  was,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  past  year,  promoted  from  the  primary  to  the  interme- 
diate department,  and  has  sustained  herself  admirably. 

The  following  have  been  the  teachers  in  the  Grammar 
Schools :  Miss  Hattie  S.  Edmmids,  Miss  Carrie  A.  George, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Shannon,  Mr.  James  W.  Webster,  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  L«  Pease.  Miss  Edmunds  and  Miss  Shannon  were 
employed  for  the  summer  and  fall  terms ;  the  former  in  the 
school  in  the  south  section,  the  latter  in  that  in  the  north  sec- 
tion. They  were  faithful  to  their  trusts.  It  seeming  to  the 
committee  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  north  and 
south  sections  desired  male  teachers  for  the  winter  term,  and 
that  probably  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  might  be  pro- 
moted by  such  an  arrangement,  Mr.  Webster  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  south  school,  and  Mr.  Pease  in  that  of  the 
north.  They  are  both  energetic  and  skilful  instructors; 
and,  though  the  term  was  short,  good  progress  was  the  re- 
salt  of  their  well  directed  labors.  We  have  great  confi- 
cence  in  female  instruction  and  discipline  in  the  school- 
room; but  experience  and  observation  teach  that  the 
strong  arm  and  authoritative  presence  of  the  male  instruct- 
or are,  in  some  localities  and  under  some  circumstances, 
indispensable ;  especially  is  this  the  case  in  schools  of  the 
grade  of  our  grammar  schools.  That  this  is  not  always  so, 
is  attested  by  the  uniform  and  brilliant  success  of  Miss 
George  in  our  central  grammar  school.  Still  we  think 
that,  sooner  or  later,  the  district  will  find  it  best  to  em- 
ploy male  principals  for  the  grammar  schools.  Should  this 
be  done,  only  two  schools  of  this  grade  need  be  support- 
ed. With  houses  properly  located,  the  District  could  be 
as  well  accommodated  by  the  two  as  now  by  the   three. 

The  High  School,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Henry  E.  Saw- 
yer, as  principal,  assisted  by  Miss  E.  A.  Dunn,  and  Miss 
Clara  Palmer,  has  been  steadily  advancing  to  its  proper  po- 
sition, as  the  model  school  of  our  city.    Its  attendance 
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BOOKS    USED. 

1 

In  Headiitg  :  Towii*8  Se- 
ries, American  Reader,  and 
Tower's  Series. 

In  Spelling:  North  Amer* 
ican,  and  Town'^a  Speller  atid 
De  finer. 

In  Ahithmetic  :  Adams' 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CITY  COMMITTEE. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  Concord,  would 
hereby  present  to  their  fellow  citizens,  their  Annual  Report. 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  work  of  Public  In- 
struction, under  our  care,  has  gone  on  prosperously  during  the 
past  year.  Only  two  or  three  exceptions  to  this  remark  have 
occurred  in  the  Winter  Schools,  a  reference  to  which  will  be 
made  in  the  Ward  Reports.  These  difficulties  have  mainly 
arisen  from  a  want  of  proper  care  in  the  choice  of  teachers.  It 
is  an  all  important  matter  to  have  teachers  that  will  be  general- 
ly acceptable  to  the  District,  and  no  pains  should  bo  spared  to 
secure  this  end. 

With  the  exceptions  referred  to,  our  schools  have  been  pros- 
perous, and  have  nobly  subserved  their  beneficent  design.  The 
morals  and  learning  of  the  pupils  have  generally  been  cared  for, 
and  most  gratifying  have  been  the  results. 

Two  new  School  Houses  have  been  built,  one  in  District  No. 
6,  and  the  other  in  No.  24.  The  one  in  No.  6,  is  a  beautiful 
house,  well  situated,  and  with  every  convenience  desirable.  It 
is  worthy  of  all  commendation  and  an  excellent  model  for  other 
Districts  about  to  build. 

The  one  in  No.  24,  is  also  a  beautiful  house,  and  is  described 
by  the  Ward  Committee  as  "  in  a  pleasant  locality,  with  plenty 
of  play  ground,  and  the  house  and  its  furniture  in  complete 
txiodem  stylo,  conferring  great  credit  on  the  enterprising  people 
:>f  the  District."  The  expense  of  these  houses  was  about  ^700 
dach. 

The  Act  passed  by  the  last  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire, 
Enlarging  the  duties  of  Superintending  School  Committees,  was 


adopted  by  our  Board,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Winter 
Schools,  ill  November  last.  In  accordance  with  this  Act,  the 
Board  has  prescribed  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management, 
studies,  classification  and  discipline  of  the  schools  under  our 
care.  These  Rules  are  printed,  and  may  be  had  by  application 
to  the  City  Clerk's  office.  City  Hall. 

On  the  whole,  our  schools  have  been  prosperous  the  past  year? 
and  have  proved  an  invaluable  blessing  to  the  people. 

For  further  particulars  we  would  refer  the  reader  to  the  sev- 
eral Ward  Reports. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say  that  we  have  no  new  theories  to 
suggest,  believing  that  the  present  school  regulations  are  excel- 
lent, and  will  work  well,  provided  those  in  office  will  carefully 
attend  to  the  duties  assigned  them. 

JOHN  A.  KILBURN,  ] 
CHARLES  SMITH, 
ASA  P.  TFNNEY, 
STEPHEN  M.  VAIL, 
C.  W.  HARVEY, 
J.  D.  PAGE, 
JOS.  HAZELTINE. 


Superintending 
Setiool  ComyniUe 
of  the  City  of 
Concord. 


WARD    REPORTS. 


WARD  ONE. 

The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  Ward  One,  in  ike 
City  of  Concord,  submits  the  following  as  his  Report  for  the  yetf 
ending  March,  1859. 

District  No.  1. 

The  Summer  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Louisa  J.  RunnelSi 
of  Concord.  The  teacher  appeared  devoted  to  her  duties,  and 
labored  faithfully  for  the  improvement  of  her  pupils.    The 


Bcholars  were  contented,  studious,  and  obedient.  The  citizens, 
judging  from  the  number  of  their  visits,  manifested  a  good  de- 
gree of  interest  in  the  school,  and  on  the  whole,  the  term  was 
very  successful  and  profitable. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Nathan  C.  Kempton,  of 
Croydon.  Mr.  E.  has  had  considerable  experience  in  teaching, 
and  had  taught  before  in  this  city.  The  teacher  appeared  at 
home  in  the  school-room, — his  instruction  was  thorough  and 
systematic  —  order  was  good,  without  harshness  or  severity, — 
Uie  scholars  were  quiet,  attentive  and  interested  in  the  school, 
and  the  citizens,  as  in  the  former  term,  showed  their  good  will 
for  the  school,  and  also  good  sense,  by  their  frequent  visits. 
With  a  few  exceptions,  the  scholars  of  this  District  are  back- 
ward, and  their  progress  necessarily  slow,  but  the  examination 
ahowed  a  good  progress,  especially  in  reading.  The  Record 
ahows  far  too  many  instances  of  tardiness  on  the  part  of  many 
scholars.  This  may  satisfactorily,  in  connection  with  the  very 
far  too  many  dismissals  of  scholars  before  the  close  of  school, 
account  somewhat  for  the  backward  condition  of  the  same.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  these  two  distressing  evils  of  our  schools  may 
yet  find  a  remedy. 

District  No.  2. 

School  taught  in  the  Summer  by  Miss  Helen  M.  Putney,  of 
Boscawen.  She  is  a  worthy  and  successful  teacher.  The  Dis- 
trict is  fortunate  that  can  secure  her  services.  Mild,  yet  firm, 
dignified,  yet  sociable  with  her  pupils,  she  governed  without 
ieeming  to  govern.  The  instruction  was  thorough  in  all 
branches,  especially  in  reading.  The  marked  contrast  between 
the  order  and  examination  of  the  commencement  and  close  of 
the  school  is  a  sufficient  commendation  of  the  efibrts  and  success 
of  the  teacher.  Indeed,  the  closing  exhibition  of  this  school 
was  the  best  we  ever  witnessed  in  any  primary  District  School. 
Still,  her  labors  were  not  well  appreciated  by  many  scholars 
and  parents.  The  cause  of  this,  we  have  taken  no  pains  to  en- 
quire into,  and  do  not  know, — it  is  sufficient  for  our  purpose 
to  know,  that  the  school  was  perfectly  satasfS^tory  to  the  Com- 
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mittee,  and  ought  to  have  been  so,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  all 
the  parents,  citizens  and  scholars  of  the  District. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Persis  A.  Seavy,  of 
Loudon.  She  had  tauglit  in  the  city  during  the  Summer  and 
came  well  recommended.  She  is  a  good  teacher,  well  qualified 
for  the  position  and  rcsponsibihty  of  such  a  trust,  —  of  good 
judgment,  firm  in  her  government,  affable  and  concilatory  in  her 
manners,  and  "adapted  to  teach,"  but  the  school  was  of  very 
little  profit  to  the  scholars.  In  justice  to  the  teacher,  we  give 
her  report  in  full,  as  it  best  explains  the  reason  of  her  want  of 
success  in  this  school.  "  It  did  not  take  me  long  to  discover, 
after  I  entered  this  school,  tliat  there  was  a  large  class  here, 
who,  for  a  few  years  at  least,  had  had  things  pretty  much  their 
own  way.  Including  private  schools,  this  is  my  ninth  term  of 
school,  and  in  the  whole,  have  never  resorted  to  the  stick  or 
ferule  but  twice.  I  have  over  believed  that  no  salutary  reform 
in  a  scholar  could  be  produced  by  such  things.  I  hoped  by 
candid  reasoning  and  modest  admonition  to  convince  those  large 
scholars  of  the  injury  they  were  doing  to  themselves,  their 
parents,  and  the  comunity  at  large,  by  misimproving  their  time, 
and  setting  a  bad  example  before  the  small  scholars.  But  my 
counsels  were  disregarded,  my  anxiety  for  them  was  treated 
with  contempt,  and  I  hud  too  much  reason  to  fear,  that  most  of 
the  parents  of  scholors,  felt  little  or  no  desire  that  their  children 
should  gain  an  honorable  position  in  school.  I  have  over  be- 
lieved that  no  small  scholar  should  be  corrected  for  faults  of 
which  the  larger  ones  were  guilty,  and  set  the  example.  I  have 
not  the  space  to  detail  various  events  as  they  passed,  and  their 
causes.  My  school  has  not  been  what  I  desired  and  expected 
it  would  be.  As  I  understand  human  nature,  a  teacher  can  do 
but  little  in  a  school  without  the  cooperation  of  the  parents.'* 
If  parents  wnll  not  cooperate  with  the  teacher  in  maintaining 
wholesome  discipline  in  school,  yea,  more  than  this,  even  go  BO 
far  as  to  encourage,  directly  and  indirectly,  resistance  on  the 
part  of  their  children,  to  the  rules  of  school,  it  should  not  be  in 
their  mouths  to  complain  that  they  have  no  good  Bchools,  and 
their  childrea,  cannot  learn.     The  people  of  this  District,  tte 


past  year,  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  secare  the  services  of 
two  as  good  teachers  as  the  community  affords,  and  if  they  have 
not  had  schools  satisfactory  to  them,  it  would  be  well  for  them 
to  go  into  a  general  self-examination  to  find  the  disease,  and 
obey  the  mandate,  "Physician  heal  thyself." 

District  No.  20. 

There  are  two  schools  in  this  District,  kept  under  the  same 
roof, —  the  Primary  and  Intermediate.  The  former  was  taught, 
Summer  and  Winter,  by  Miss  A.  M.  B.  Chase.  Most  of  the 
scholars  of  this  department  were  under  the  age  of  nine  years. 
The  teacher  seemed  peculiarly  adapted  to  be  the  instructor  of 
such  a  class  of  pupils.  On  opening  her  school,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Summer  term,  she  found  the  scholars  noisy, 
and  unaccustomed  to  good  order.  Quiet  was  soon  restored  in 
doors  and  out.  The  exercises  were  of  a  nature  calculated  to 
promote  cheerfulness  and  excite  a  lively  interest  among  the 
pupils.  Singing  by  the  whole  school  was  a  prominent  part  of 
the  daily  exercises  of  the  school-room,  and  to  this  may  be  at. 
tributed  much  of  the  success  in  promoting  good  order  in  this 
school.  The  examination,  at  the  close  of  the  school,  was  wit- 
nessed by  many  of  the  parents  and  citizens  of  the  District,  and 
was  an  interesting  entertainment  and  reflected  great  credit  upon 
the  teacher  and  scholars. 

The  Intermediate  Department  was  taught,  in  the  Summer,  by 
Miss  L.  A.  G.  Bean.  She  is  a  good  teacher,  and  her  school  was 
satisfactory  to  all  interested.  The  order  was  good,  and  the 
progress  of  the  scholars  in  all  their  studies  was  very  marked, 
especially  the  improvement  in  reading. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Richard  F.  Morgan,  of 
Hopkinton.  Mr.  Morgan  is  an  old  and  experienced  teacher^ 
and  enthusiastic  and  laborious  in  his  vocation.  The  closing  ex- 
amination evidenced  the  labor  and  care  that  he  had  bestowed 
upon  the  school  in  his  instruction,  —  it  was  all  any  one  could 
expect  or  ask  for.  Much  pndse  is  due  to  Mr.  William  H.  Allen? 
the  Prudential  Committee  of  the  District,  for  his  constant  atten- 
&ns  upon  the  schools,  and  valuable  aid  he  rendered  to  the 


8 

teachers,  and  to  the  District,  to  promote  the  interest  thereof. 
.With  such  a  Committee,  and  such  a  corps  of  worthy  teachers, 
and,  above  all,  with  such  smiles  of  public  favor  as  these  schools 
have  received  the  past  year,  no  District  need  be  without  good 
schools. 

I  herewith  accompany  this  Report  with  a  Tabular  View  of  the 
several  schools  of  this  Ward,  as  appears  from  the  teacherB 
reports.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  KILBURN, 

S.  S.  Committee  of  Ward  One. 


TABULAR  VIEW  OF  THE  SCHOOLS  IN  WARD  ONE. 
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WARD   TWO. 

District  No.  12. 

The  Summer  Term  was  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  B.  K. 
Pecker.  The  school  appeared  well,  and  the  closing  examination 
showed  that  the  scholars  had  studied  and  made  good  progress, 
and  the  order  and  spirit  of  the  school  was  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

The  Winter  School  was  taught  by  J.  E.  Pecker.  Mr.  P.  is 
an  able  and  successful  teacher.  The  school  showed,  at  the 
close,  that  the  teacher  spared  no  eflfort  to  have  his  scholars 
understand  all  that  they  went  over. 

District  No.  13. 

The  Summer  Term  was  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  L.  M. 
Mason.  The  school  appeared  remarkably  well  for  its  quietness 
and  good  order.  Careful  attention  was  given  to  the  recitations, 
and  it  was  the  aim  of  the  teacher  to  have  her  scholars  under- 
stand all  to  which  they  gave  attention.  The  exercises  at  the 
close  of  the  school  were  interesting  to  the  Committee  and  others 
present. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  the  same  teacher,  with  an 
entire  failure.  The  Committee  were  called  in  several  times  to 
settle  difiSculdes  between  the  scholars  and  teacher.  No  notice 
was  given  of  the  close  of  the  school,  not  even  the  scholars  knew 
that  the  school  was  to  close,  only  a  few  hours  before  it  closed. 

District  No.  14. 

The  Summer  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Kate  Kimball,  and 
continued  eight  weeks.  It  closed  without  any  exanunation,  on 
acooimt  of  the  ill  health  of  the  teacher. 

The  Winter  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Sanders.  The 
examination,  at  the  close  of  the  school,  (which  was  conducted  by 
tiie  teacher  and  not  by  the  Prudential  Committee,)  was  quite 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  The  recitations  all  showed  that 
the  teacher  and  scholars  both  had  done  their  duty. 
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District  No.  15. 

The  Summer  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  A.  C.  Gilman, 
and  the  Winter  School  by  Miss  L.  K.  Potter,  and  we  think  the 
school  has  fully  maintained  its  former  good  standing,  and  also 
that  it  will  compare  favorably  with  any  school  in  the  City. 

District  No.  19. 

The  Summer  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Persis  A.  Seavey, 
and  with  commendable  success.  The  closing  examination  showed 
a  good  degree  of  success. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Mr.  A.  K.  Potter.  Pryu- 
dice,  at  the  commencement  of  the  term,  against  the  teacher, 
rather  than  his  qualifications,  proved  disastrous  to  the  school. 
His  school  has  generally  sustained  a  good  reputation,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  those  interested  will  unite  in  their  eflforts  to  restore 
and  maintain  its  former  good  character. 

District  No.  21. 

The  Summer  School  was  taught  by  Miss  C.  C.  Stone.  This 
school  is  small  in  point  of  numbers.  The  school  did  not  appear 
quite  so  well  at  the  close  as  might  be  expected. 

The  Winter  School  in  this  District  was  kept  for  several  weeb 
by  Robert  H.  Wilder.  Not  having  visited  the  school  except  at 
the  closing  examination,  we  can  only  judge  of  its  success  but 
by  its  closing  exercises.  The  examination  of  the  school  showed 
a  commendable  degree  of  improvement,  especially  in  reading 
and  spelling,  in  the  scholars.  Although  the  school  was  very 
small,  Mr.  Wilder  seemed  to  have  found  that  there  was  no  time 
to  be  wasted,  and  to  have  made  the  school  during  the  brief 
period  of  his  teaching  not  only  pleasant,  but  profitable. 

District  No.  22. 

The  Summer  School  was  commenced  by  Miss  H.  K.  Wales, 
and  finished  by  Miss  Susan  Lane,  on  account  of  ill  health  of  the 
former  teacher.  The  school  appeared  very  well  at  the  dosing 
examination. 

The  Winter  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  Fowler.  The  wahoA 
closed  without  an  examination  on  account  of  the  bad  traYelling) 
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but  judging  of  the  close  by  the  commencement,  it  may  be  in- 
ferred that  the  school  was  successful. 

CHARLES  SMITH, 

S.  S.  Committee  of  Ward  Two. 


WARD   THREE. 

District  No.  3. 

This  District  is  under  the  Somersworth  Act,  and  will  be  re- 
ported by  the  Chairman  of  the  District  Committee. 

District  No.  4. 

The  Summer  Term  of  eight  weeks  was  kept  by  Miss  Alma  J. 
Famum.  Miss  Famum  is  a  mild,  gentle,  but  well  qualified  and 
hard  working  teacher,  and  the  school  was,  in  all  respects,  suc- 
cessful. 

The  Winter  Term,  also  of  eight  weeks,  was  kept  by  Mr, 
Granville  Yager.  The  instruction,  in  all  the  branches  taught, 
was  thorough,  and  the  progress  as  great  as  could  be  expected  in 
so  short  a  term.  Special  pains  was  taken  with  all  the  classes 
in  reading  and  spelling,  and  with  marked  success.  Mr.  Yager 
is  a  young  teacher,  and  one  of  decided  promise. 

District  No.  5. 

Miss  Sarah  J.  French  kept  the  Summer  School.  It  was,  I 
believe,  her  first  attempt  at  teaching,  and  she  succeeded  well. 
She  gained  the  confidence  of  the  scholars,  and  their  marked 
progress  showed  the  dilligence  of  both. 

The  Winter  Term  was  twelve  weeks  in  length,  and  was  taught 
by  Mr.  Walter  S.  Couch.  It  was  his  first  term.  The  school  is 
small,  and  the  scholars  quiet  and  well  behaved.  The  progress 
in  reading,  in  some  instances,  was  decidedly  good,  and  the 
school,  as  a  whole,  was  not  a  failure.  And  yet  the  teacher  did 
not  succeed  in  awakening  and  cherishing  a  deep  interest  in  the 
studies  pursued,  nor  in  drawing  out  and  employing  the  full 
capacity  of  the  scholars.    The  teacher  is  wanting  m  the  enthu- 
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giasm  and  energy  necessary  to  the  highest  success,  and  which 
age  and  experience  may  possibly  impart.  It  is  a  pleasing  feature 
of  this  school,  that  there  are  several  Irish  children  in  it,  but  a 
few  years  from  their  native  Ireland,  who  are  scholars  of  excel- 
lent promise,  and  who  intermingle  upon  terms  of  freedom  and 
equality,  with  the  other  scholars. 

ASA  P.  TENNEY, 
S.  S.  Committee  of  Ward  Three. 


WARD    FOUH. 

District  No.  6. 

On  account  of  the  erection  of  the  school  house  in  this  District, 
there  was  no  Summer  School,  but  a  long  term  of  sixteen  weeb 
in  the  Winter, 

The  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Louisa  C.  Weeks.  She  waa 
entirely  successful,  and  gave  the  best  satisfaction  to  the  District 
At  the  close  of  the  school  classes  were  examined  in  Reading, 
Arithmetic,  Grammar,  Geography,  Physiology,  History,  Algebra 
and  Natural  Philosophy.  One  scholar  had  studied  four  boob 
of  Geometry.  The  examinations  were  very  satisfactory.  A 
fine  interest  had  been  awakened  during  the  term  in  Compositions. 
A  paper  was  established  with  a  young  editress,  to  which  the 
scholars  had  contributed  from  week  to  week.  Some  articki 
were  read  from  this  paper  at  the  close  of  the  school,  which  were 
excellent  as  to  style  and  composition,  and  highly  entertidned  tbe 
company  present.  Though  there  were  but  nine  scholars  in 
regular  attendance,  they  had  contributed  ninety  compositions  to 
the  paper.  The  success  of  the  school  was  cheermg. 
S.  M.  VAIL, 

S.  S.  Committee  of  Ward  Four. 
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WARD    SEVEN. 
District  No.  7. 

The  Summer  School,  in  this  District,  was  kept  by  IiGss  Mary 
F.  Stevens.  Miss  Stevens  was  young  and  inexperienced  in 
school  teaching,  but  possessing  ample  literary  qualifications  and 
a  natural  capacity  to  teach,  succeeded  in  giving  general  satis- 
faction. 

Miss  Angelia  C.  Hawthorne  had  charge  of  the  Winter  School. 
Miss  H.  is  an  experienced  and  reputable  teacher ;  her  school 
was  well  governed  and  well  instructed.  Good  improvement  in 
the  studies  was  manifested  at  the  close. 

District  No.  8. 

Miss  S.  Roxanna  Gay  instructed  this  school  the  last  year,-— 
one  term  of  thirteen,  and  another  of  nineteen  weeks.  This  is  a 
large  school  and  well  advanced,  and  during  these  two  long  terms 
the  teacher  manifested  great  patience  and  perseverance,  and 
kept  up  an  interest  in  study,  in  the  minds  of  her  pupils,  to  the 
last,  which  made  the  school  rather  successful.  The  building 
occupied  by  the  school  hardly  deserves  the  name  of  school 
house. 

District  No.  16/ 

There  was  but  one  term  of  sixteen  and  a  half  weeks  in  this 
District  for  the  year,  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  J.  Centre,  who  is 
well  qualified,  and  who  spared  no  pains  with  her  pupils,  and 
succeeded  in  keeping  arvery  good  school. 

District  No.  18. 

i/Ess  Mary  E.  Rogers,  an  experienced  and  very  successful 
teacher,  had  charge  of  the  Summer  School  in  this  District,  and 
sustained  her  former  reputation  as  a  faithful,  energetic  teacher. 
The  closing  examination  was  very  creditable  to  both  teacher  and 
scholars. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Cook.  Employing  a 
female,  in  this  District,  to  teach  the  Winter  School,  is  an  ex- 
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periment  wbich  has  proved  quite  successful.  Miss  Cook  is 
amply  qualified  and  succeeded  in  governing  and  mstructing  this 
large  school,  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  her  employers. 
The  sounds  of  the  letters,  and  other  elementary  branches  were 
attended  to  as  they  should  be  in  every  school. 

District  No.  23. 

This  is  a  small  school,  a  majority  of  the  scholars  belong  in  the 
town  of  Bow.  The  first  term  in  this  District  was  taught  by 
Miss  Mary  J.  Russell,  who  secured  good  order  in  a  pleasant 
manner,  and  her  efforts  in  giving  instruction  were  crowned  with 
great  success.   . 

Miss  Annie  E.  C.  Watson  taught  the  Winter  School,  wluch 
continued  ten  weeks.  She  secured  the  good  will  of  her  pupils 
at  the  commencement,  and  taught  and  governed  with  a  good 
degree  of  prosperity. 

District  No.  24. 

The  Summer  School  was  instructed  by  Mrs.  Ann  S.  Austin, 
whose  reputation  as  a  teacher  stands  high,  and  was  fully  sus- 
tained during  this  term. 

This  school,  of  twelve  weeks  in  Winter,  taught  by  Miss  M. 
A.  Garvin,  was  quite  satisfactory.  The  lessons,  at  the  closing 
examination,  appeared  well  committed.  The  writing  books  and 
improvement  in  Penmanship  deserve  great  praise ;  and  the  de- 
portment of  the  scholars,  as  usual,  was  very  commendable.  The 
people  in  this  District  manifest  a  great  interest  in  their  school. 
They  have,  during  the  last  year,  erected  a  new  and  beautiful 
house,  in  a  pleasant  locality,  with  plenty  of  play  ground,  and 
the  house  and  its  furniture  are  in  complete  modern  style,  con- 
fering  great  credit  upon  the  enterprising  citizens  of  the  District. 
The  expense  of  the  house  was  about  seven  hundred  dollars. 

JOSEPH  HAZELTINE, 

S.  S.  Committee  for  Ward  Seven. 
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REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NUMBER  THREE. 

The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  District  No.  3,  in 
the  City  of  Concord,  respectfully  submit  their  annual  Report: 

That  we  feel  confident  in  saying  that  there  is  not  that  uni- 
formity of  system  in  our  schools,  in  regard  to  order,  arrange- 
ment, deportment  and  manner  of  instructing,  which  we  desire 
to  see.  Our  teachers,  receiving  their  education  in  diflFerent  in- 
stitutions, are  not  educated  alike  in  that  important  branch  of 
their  profession.  But  in  relation  to  our  own  schools,  and  to 
make  them  alike  as  far  as  possible,  we  furnished  the  teachers 
with  rules  and  regulations,  to  be  strictly  observed  during  the 
terms  of  school.  We  also  made  arrangements,  after  the  first 
visit  or  examination  near  the  commencement  of  the  schools,  for 
one  or  more  of  the  Committee  to  visit  them  once  a  week,  with 
such  of  the  parents,  and  others,  who  feel  an  interest  in  their 
success.  This  plan  was  not  fully  carried  into  execution,  but 
enough  was  accomplished  ix)  show  the  importance  of  uniting  the 
interests  of  parents  and  teachers  in  one  great  object,  to  secure 
the  full  benefits  to  be  derived  from  our  schools.  We  have  en 
deavored  to  sustain  and  encourage  the  teachers  in  their  arduous 
duties,  and  to  share  in  part  the  responsibility,  but  wise  rules 
and  regulations  will  fail  to  benefit,  unless  they  have  a  native 
ability  to  govern  and  teach. 

Summer  Schools. 

The  school  in  the  first  Division,  of  twelve  weeks,  was  taught 
by  iCss  Sarah  J.  Davis.  She  has  taught  several  schools,  ac- 
quired a  good  reputation,  and  her  moral '  character,  and  quiet, 
peaceful  manners  enabled  her  to  secure  the  respect  and  affec- 
tions of  her  pupils.  Her  health  was  not  good  when  she  com- 
menced the  school,  but  it  apparently  improved  before  the  close 
of  the  term.  Early  in  the  Winter,  without  any  apparent  cause, 
she  was  suddenly  attacked  with  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  and 
aft^r  lingering  a  few  weeks  expired,  hopefully  trusting  in  the 
Savior. 
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The  school  in  the  second  Division,  of  twelve  weeks,  was  taught 
by  Miss  S.  Frances  Moore.  She  has  taught  several  small 
schools  with  success,  but  the  present  school  seemed  too  large  to 
be  successfullj  managed,  although  at  the  closing  examination  a 
fair  proficiency  appeared  to  have  been  made  in  most  of  the 
branches  pursued. 

The  above  schools,  in  their  morals  and  deportment,  were  well 
reported.  They  were  well  arranged,  and  the  regular  order  of 
exercises  promptly  attended  to,  and  the  Registers  correctly 
filled  and  returned. 

Winter  Schools. 

The  schools  were  prosperous,  and  the  arrangements  and  order 
of  exercises  wore  fully  sustained  through  the  entire  term,  and 
also  a  full  and  correct  return  of  the  Registers,  which  speaks 
well  for  the  faithfulness  of  the  teachers.  In  the  first  Division 
there  was  considerable  sickness,  which  caused  some  irregular 
attendance,  and  we  would  hero  remark  that  after  the  schools 
had  progressed  several  weeks,  the  weather  became  very  cold 
and  the  snow  deep,  which  made  it  difficult  for  many  of  the 
scholars  to  attend  promptly,  which  accounts  for  the  large  num- 
ber of  instances  of  tardiness. 

The  school  in  the  first  Division,  of  twelve  weeks,  was  taught 
by  Miss  Helen  M.  Putney,  She  is  an  experienced  teacher,  and 
succeeded  well  in  the  profession.  The  school  was  visited  several 
times,  and  at  the  closmg  examination,  parents  and  others  inter- 
ested nearly  filled  the  house,  and  it  appeared  that  commendable 
progress  had  been  made  in  most  of  the  branches  pursued. 
Those  scholars  in  recitations  and  declammations  deserve  credit 
a3  did  those  in  the  writing  department.  We  believe  the  teacher 
labored  faithfully  to  secure  a  high  standard  of  order  and  govern- 
ment, and  if  the  scholars  had  as  faithfully  seconded  her  efforts, 
it  would  have  been  fully  realized. 

The  school  in  the  second  Division,  of  twelve  wrecks,  was  taught 
by  Miss  Mary  C.  Carter.  This  was  her  first  attempt  at  school 
keeping,  and  we  believe  she  has  good  talents  and  is  well  qtlafi- 
fied  for  the  profession.     This  school  has  been  considored  rather 
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hard  to  govern,  but  the  teacher  succeeded  early  in  gaining  the 
affections  and  attention  of  the  scholars,  and  the  quietness  and 
improvement  of  the  school  were  remarkable.  At  the  closing 
ezanunation  there  was  a  full  attendance  of  parents  and  others 
interested  in  the  school,  and  the  Committee  were  pleased  with 
the  good  appearance  and  progress  of  the  scholars,  especially 
those  in  English  Grammar  and  Physical  Geography  appeared  to 
excel,  as  did  those  in  the  Writing  Department. 

Singing,  that  pleasing  and  useful  art,  was  practised  with  good 
effect  in  our  schools  the  past  Winter. 

Our  teachers,  the  past  year,  have  set  a  good  example  of 
manners,  deportment  and  moral  conduct,  and  religious  instruc- 
tion has  been  maintained  in  their  respective  schools. 


SIMEON  ABBOTT, 
IRA  ROWELL, 
DANIEL  HOLDEN, 
DAVID  ABBOTT, 
CHANDLER  EASTMAN,  J 


Swp.  School 

Committee 

for  District 

No.Z. 


TABLE  NO.  1.    SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 


FiBST  D1TI8IOH. 

Segoxtd  DrviBiov. 

Teacher,  Sarah  J.  Davis. 

Teacher,  S.  Frances  Moore. 

Total. 

Wages  per  month  incladiog  board, 

$18, 

$18, 

$36 

No.  of  popils  attending  two  weeks, 

43, 

46, 

89 

Length  of  term  in  weeks, 

37, 

87, 

74 

12, 

12, 

24 

No.  of  instances  of  tardiness, 

147, 

234, 

381 

Not  absent  during  the  term, 

4, 

6, 

10 

No.  of  visits  of  S.  Committee, 

13, 

10, 

^ 

No.  of  Prudential  Committee, 

2, 

2, 

4 

No.  of  visits  by  citizens. 

44, 

Not  reported, 

44 

No.  of  scholars  in  reading, 

43. 

49, 

89 

No.  in  Spelling, 

43, 

46, 

89 

No.  in  Penmanship, 

25, 

20, 

45 

No.  in  Arithmetic, 

30, 

27, 

57 

No.  in  Composition, 
No.  in  Algebra, 

10. 
5, 

8, 

18 
5 

No.  in  Grammar, 

15, 

12, 

27 

No.  In  Geography, 

18. 

17, 

35 

No.  in  History, 

5, 

8. 

13 

No.  in  Philosophy, 

1, 

1 

No.  in  Astronomy,   . 

4, 

4 

Amoont  of  money  received  by  tax, 

2 

$313  21 

^ 
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TABLE  NO.  2.     WINTER  SCHOOLS. 


First  Division. 
Teacher,  Ilclen  M.  Putney. 

Wages  per  moDth  includinf^  l)OArd,    $23, 
No.  of  pupils  tittending  two  weeks.      52, 

Average  attendance,  39, 

Length  of  terms  in  weeks,  12, 

No.  of  instances  of  tarduiess,  450, 

Not  absent  during  the  term,  1, 

No.  of  visits  of  S.  Committee,  13, 

No.  of  Trudential  Comminee,  3, 
No.  of  visits  by  citizens  and  others,     55, 

No.  of  scholars  in  Reading,  52, 

Na  in  Spelling.  52, 

No.  in  Penmanship,  34, 

No.  in  Arithmetic,  43, 

No.  in  Grammar,  19, 

No.  in  Composition,  20, 

No.  in  Algebra,  7, 

No.  in  Geography,  18, 
No.  in  History, 

No.  in  Phisology,  4, 
No.  in  Philosophy, 


Sbcohd  DxTisiosr. 
Teacher,  Mary  C.  Carter. 


$23, 

$46 

48, 

100 

41. 

81 

12, 

24 

546, 

we 

2, 

3 

11. 

24 

3, 

6 

50, 

105 

48. 

100 

48, 

100 

24, 

58 

86. 

79 

19. 

39 

10, 

30 

1, 

8 

16. 

34 

5, 

5 

1, 

5 

1. 

1 

BOOKS  EECOMMENDED  AND  USED. 

1.  The  Bible.  2.  Sargent's  Series  of  Readers.  3.  Web- 
ster's Dictionary.  4.  Webster's  Elementary  Spelling  Book. 
5.  Adam's  Renaed  Arithmetic.  6.  Colburn's,  Holbrookes  and 
Emerson's  Intellectual  Arithmetic.  T.  Colton's  &  Fitch's  Series 
of  Geography.  8.  Weld's  and  Smith's  Grammar.  9.  Dim- 
tonian  Writing  Books.  10.  Davie's  Algebra.  11.  Johnflton's 
Philosophy.  12.  Goodrich's  History  of  the  United  States. 
13.  Cutter's  Physiology. 


REPORT  OF  UNION   DISTRICT, 


Tho  Superintending  School  Committee  of  Union  School 
District,  would,  at  this  time,  present  to  their  fellow-citizens  the 
Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  said 
District. 

The  length  of  schools  has  been  36  J  weeks,  divided  into  three 
terms,  as  follows:  Spring  term,  14  weeks;  Fall  term,  10 
weeks  ;  Winter  term,  12J  weeks.  The  Spring  term  had  a  va- 
cation of  one  week,  the  first  of  June.  The  whole  number  of 
teachers  in  the  employ  of  the  District  during  the  past  year,  has 
been  thirty-four  —  divided  among  the  several  grades  of  schools 
as  follows  :  In  the  Ungraded  School  at  the  "  Eleven  Lots,"  1 ; 
in  Primary,  14 ;  in  Intermediate,  8 ;  in  Grammar,  7 ;  and  in 
the  High  School,  4. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Winter  term,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  alter  the  limits  of  most  of  the  schools,  consequent  upon 
the  occupation  of  the  two  new  Grammar  School  houses,  and  the 
house  at  the  "  Eleven  Lots."  The  changes  thus  made  were 
generally  cheerfully  accceded  to  by  both  scholars  and  parents. 
In  a  District  multiplying  its  scholars  so  rapidly  as  ours,  frequent 
change  in  the  limits  of  schools  is  unavoidable  ;  and  it  becomes 
all  parents,  who  have  the  welfare  of  our  public  schools  at  heart, 
to  cooperate  with  the  Committee  in  carying  into  execution  such 
changes  as  necessity  demands. 

The  bringing  together  of  so  many  fragments  of  different 
schools,  in  the  Winter  term,  made  the  work  of  re-organization  a 
laborious  one  for  most  of  the  teachers ;  and,  in  some  instances, 
it  was  equivalent  to  the  commencing  of  a  new  school.  We  are 
happy  to  say,  however,  that  these  difficulties  were  met  by  the 
teachers  in  a  becoming  manner,  and  early  in  the  term  the  schools 
were  in  successful  operation ;  and  the  signs  of  promise  then 
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manifested  of  a  profitable  term,  have  been  fully  realized  in  most 
of  them. 

The  school  at  the  "  Eleven  Lots,"  has  been  under  the  charge 
of  Miss  A.  L.  R.  Hall,  and  numbered  35  diflferent  scholars, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  20.  A  temporary  suspension  of 
the  school  occurred  early  in  January,  in  consequence  of  sickness 
in  the  family  of  the  teacher.  Considerable  advancement  in  book 
knowledge  was  made  ;  but  a  lack  of  thoroughness  in  the  under- 
standing and  application  of  principles  was  apparent  in  the 
scholars.     The  order  of  the  school  was  good. 

PRIMARY   SCHOOLS. 

The  Primary  School  at  the  North  End  of  State  Street,  has 
been  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Annio  M.  Moulton,  during  the 
whole  year.  Until  the  commencement  of  the  Winter  term,  its 
sessions  were  held  in  the  old  Quaker  Mecting-housc,  in  the  rear 
of  the  Brick  House — a  most  incommodious  and  uninviting  place. 
During  the  Winter,  it  occupied  the  lower  room  of  the  Brick 
House.  This  school  has  been  very  large  during  the  year,  and 
the  teacher  labored  earnestly  and  patiently  for  the  good  of  the 
school,  and  commendable  improvement  rewarded  her  cfForts. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Gibson  was  employed  in  the  school  on  Wash- 
ington Street,  in  the  Merrimack  School  Building.  This  school 
numbered  59  scholars,  with  seats  for  only  50.  The  teacher  was 
inexperienced,  but  labored  earnestly  to  advance  her  school. 
The  examination  near  the  close  of  the  term  did  not  show  that 
improvement  which  was  desirable. 

During  the  Spring  term  the  school  in  the  East  Room  of  the 
Union  Street  School-house  was  under  the  instruction  of  Mas 
Sarah  A.  Sanderson.  At  the  close  of  the  term  she  resigned 
her  situation.  Miss  Mary  Noyes  was  employed  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year.  The  school  commenced  with  over  50 
scholars,  but  was  soon  reduced  to  less  than  40,  in  consequence 
of  want  of  confidence  and  cooperation  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
parents.  For  the  first  four  weeks,  much  confusion  prevailed ; 
after  that  a  marked  improvement  was  made.    The  Winter  teriDf 


21 

however,  has  not  met  the  expectations  of  the  Committee.  The 
attendance  has  been  irregular,  and  but  little,  if  any  improve- 
ment made. 

The  school  in  the  West  Room,  of  the  same  house,  has  been 
under  the  instruction  of  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett.  This  school  has 
been  under  her  charge  so  long,  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  it  is  an  excellent  one.  It  is  a  large  school,  numbering 
98  different  scholars,  within  the  year,  and  during  a  portion  of 
the  time  the  pupils  could  not  be  comfortably  accommodated.  Its 
appearance  has  uniformly  been  cheerful  and  excellent,  in  all 
our  visits. 

The  schools  on  Spring  Street  have  been  under  the  charge  of 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Weeks,  in  the  West  Room,  and  Miss  Myra  C. 
McQuestion  and  Miss  Laura  Chase,  in  the  East  Room.  Mrs. 
Weeks'  school  has  suffered  very  much  from  irregular  attendance. 
An  improvement  was  manifest  during  the  Winter  term. 

Miss  McQuestion  devoted  herself  most  faithfully  to  the  in- 
terests of  her  school,  and  was  successful  in  advancing  her  pupils. 
At  the  close  of  the  Fall  term,  she  resigned  her  situation,  in 
consequence  of  ill  health.  Miss  Chase  took  charge  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Winter  term.  She  brought  to  her  work  ex- 
perience and  good  health.  As  a  result,  the  school  has  steadily 
advanced,  and  at  the  closing  examination  appeared  very  well. 

Miss  Eliza  Frances  Ordway  has  had  charge  of  the  school  in 
the  South-i'^ast  Room  of  the  School-house  on  School  Street. 
Her  long  connection  with  this  school,  is  the  best  commendation 
we  can  give  her.  For  a  portion  of  the  year,  the  school  was 
much  crowded ;  and  during  the  whole  year  it  has  been  large. 
The  Reading  was  most  excellent  in  the  first  class,  and  would 
have  done  credit  to  much  older  scholars.  The  appearance  of 
the  school  has  uniformly  been  pleasant. 

Miss  Sarah  A.  George  had  charge  of  the  school  in  the  Engine 
House,  on  Warren  Street,  until  the  close  of  the  Fall  term,  when 
the  school  was  removed  to  Myrtle  Street.  This  school  waa 
small,  and  the  attendance  very  irregular.  As  a  natural  con- 
sequence, but  little  improvement  was  made.  Number  of  dif- 
erent  scholars  during  its  continuance,  50. 
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The  schools  on  Myrtle  Street  have  been  under  the  charge 
of  Miss  Lydia  E.  Tonkin,  and  Miss  Emma  C.  Allen,  Miss 
Tonkin's  school  has  been  lar^jc  tliroughout  the  year,  numbering 
96  different  scholars.  A  constant  advancement  has  been  visible 
from  the  first  of  the  ye«ar.  The  recitations,  order,  and  general 
deportment  of  the  scliool  have  been  good. 

Miss  Allen's  school,  in  the  same  house,  during  the  Winter 
term,  was  composed  of  the  fragments  of  two  or  three  dif- 
ferent schools,  and  for  the  first  few  weeks  of  the  term,  her 
task  was  a  difficult  one,  to  get  them  into  an  orderly  con- 
dition. A  large  portion  of  the  pupils  are  of  foreign  parentage. 
She  succeeded  in  getting  tliem  interested  in  their  studies,  and 
the  Register  shows  a  great  improvement  in  attendance.  Whole 
number  of  scholars,  41. 

Miss  Allen  also  had  cliargc  of  one  of  the  scliools  in  the  school 
house,  at  the  south  end  of  State  Street,  until  its  removal  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Winter  terra.  The  scholai-s  were  irregu- 
lar in  their  attendance,  caused  partly  by  sickness.  The  school 
did  not  make  tliat  improvement  which  was  desirable.  Xumbcr 
of  different  scholars,  Cd, 

The  other  school,  in  the  same  building,  was  under  the  charge 
of  Miss  Margaret  A.  Houston.  This  school  occupied  a  small 
room  up  stairs,  until  the  commencement  of  the  Winter  tenii, 
when  it  was  moved  down  stairs  into  a  larger  room.  The  atten- 
dance was  also  irro;:ul:ir  in  this  school  during  the  Spring  and 
Fall  terin^.  The  Winter  term  showed  a  decided  improvement 
in  this  respect,  —  wlit-n  the  school  was  much  larger.  The  gen- 
eral apj.earauce  (»f  the  schnol  was  good,  and  improvement  was 
manifest.     Xmnber  of  difleront  scholars,  {>± 

Miss  Mary  W.  Chickering  commenced  the  Winter  term  of  the 
Rumford  Piimary  School,  and  continued  for  one  week,  when 
she  was  tran.=iferred  to  the  Merrimack  Grammar  School.  Miss 
M.  E.  Prcpcott  succeeded  her,  and  kept  a  most  admirable 
school.  She  entered  upon  her  duties  with  spirit  and  tact,  and 
succeeded  in  securing  and  retaining  tlie  interest  of  her  scholaw 
constantly.     The  result  was  a  rapid  advancement  in  the  school 


INTERMEDIATE   SCHOOLS. 

Miss  Orra  A.  George  has  had  charge  of  the  school,  on  State 
Street,  in  the  northern  section  of  the  District.  This  is  her 
second  year  in  the  same  school.  This  school  is  the  largest  one 
of  the  Intermediate  grade  in  the  District,  and  numbered  64  dif- 
ferent pupils  during  the  Winter  term.  The  average  age  of  the 
pupils,  is  some  li  years  younger  than  that  of  any  other  school 
of  like  grade.  The  progress  of  the  school  has  been  imi- 
formly  good  throughout  the  year.  All  the  classes  appeared 
exceedingly  well  in  our  visits.  Some  general  exercises  of  a 
pleasing  and  profitable  nature  have  been  introduced  by  tfie 
teacher,  which  have  tended  largely  to  enlist  the  interest  of  the 
pupils.  Many  of  the  parents,  sending  scholars  to  this  school, 
have  cooperated  with  the  teacher,  and  in  a  measure  contributed 
to  its  success.  One  scholar  has  not  been  absent  during  the 
year,  except  one-half  day,  in  consequence  of  sickness.  Number 
of  different  scholars,  79. 

The  Merrimack  Intermediate  School  has  been  under  the 
charge  of  Miss  M.  Anna  Prescott,  and  was  composed  of  scholars 
from  some  half  dozen  different  schools.  This  rendered  her  task 
a  difficult  one  for  the  first  few  weeks.  The  school  numbered  64 
different  scholars,  with  accommodations  for  only  50.  Miss  P. 
applied  herself  earnestly  and  faithfully  to  the  welfare  of  her 
school,  and  her  labors  were  rewarded  with  commendable  suc- 
cess. Her  classes  appeared  very  well,  and  the  order  and  gen- 
eral deportment  of  the  school  was  excellent. 

Miss  Prescott  also  had  charge  of  one  of  the  schools  in  the 
Brick  House,  on  School  Street,  during  the  Spring  and  Fall 
terms.  The  first  of  June  she  was  obliged  to  leave  the  school, 
for  a  few  weeks,  in  consequence  of  sickness.  The  same  earn- 
estness and  fidelity  which  have  characterized  her  efforts  the 
past  term  in  the  Merrimack  School,  were  manifested  in  this 
school,  and  much  improvement  was  made  by  the  pupils.  Miss 
Annie  C.  Watson,  a  teacher  of  superior  abilities,  succeeded 
Miss  Prescott,  and  finished  the  Spring  term.    Under  her  in- 
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struction  the  school  continued  to  progress.     Number  of  different 
scholars,  62. 

Miss  Hattie  S.  Edmunds  has  had  charge  of  one  of  the  schools 
on  School  Street,  during  the  entire  year.  The  school  has  been 
full,  and  a  part  of  the  time  has  had  more  members  than 
could  be  comfortably  accommodated.  Miss  Edmunds  has  well 
sustained  her  former  reputation  as  an  excellent  teacher.  The 
classes  appeared  well,  and  much  progress  has  been  made  during 
the  year.  Some  very  fine  specimens  of  Map  Drawhig^  by  the 
pupils,  were  suspended  upon  the  walls  of  the  school-room.  We 
are  glad  to  see  this  exercise  in  our  schools,  and  hope  that  it  may 
b^ome  more  general  than  it  now  is.  But  few  visits  from 
parents  are  reported  by  the  teacher  during  the  year.  A  large 
number  of  absences  are  reported.  The  general  deportment  of 
the  school  has  been  good. 

Miss  Lizzie  J.  Goodwin  has  had  charge  of  the  other  school 
on  School  Street.  Her  connection  with  this  school  is  of  so  long 
standing,  that  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to  say  she  has  main- 
tained an  excellent  one  throughout  the  year.  A  large  class 
were  advanced  to  the  Grammar  School,  at  the  close  of  the  Fall 
term.  A  class  of  new  beginners  in  Written  Arithmetic,  during 
the  Fall  term,  deserve  special  commendation  for  their  prompt 
and  correct  answers.  The  deportment  of  this  school  ranks  high, 
and  but  comparatively  few  cases  of  absence  are  reported. 
Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  deportment  of  the  scholars  out 
of  the  school-room,  as  well  as  in,  and  with  most  gratifying 
results. 

Miss  Annie  L.  March  took  charge  of  the  Myrtle  Street  school, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  She  was  obliged  to  leave  it, 
early  in  the  Summer  term,  on  account  of  sickness.  Miss  Sarah 
Sanborn  continued  it  for  one  week,  and  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
it  for  the  same  cause.  Miss  Hannah  E.  Bell  has  had  charge 
of  it  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  While  the  school  continued 
in  Myrtle  Street,  it  was  not  large.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  Winter  term,  it  was  removed  to  the  Rumford  School  Build- 
ing, and  numbered  64  different  scholars.  Miss  Bell  was  con- 
scientiously faithful  in  the  discharge  of  her  duty,  and  labored 
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hard  for  the  advancement  of  her  pupils,  but  not  with  that  suc- 
cess which  more  energy — consequent  upon  better  physical 
health, — would  give  her.  The  order  of  the  school  was  good. 
One  pleasing  incident  in  the  examination  was  the  singing  of 
songs,  in  their  native  language,  by  two  French  girls. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Eaton  has  had  charge  of  the  school  on  State 
and  West  Streets.  The  wisdom  and  expediency  of  retaining  a 
teacher  in  the  same  school,  when  a  good  one  has  been  found,  is 
amply  demonstrated  in  this  school.  Miss  Eaton  has  had  charge 
of  it  for  several  years,  and  has  fully  sustained  her  reputation 
of  being  one  of  our  best  teachers,  during  the  past  year.  The 
classes  in  Geography  excelled,  and  every  pupil  of  the  school  has 
studied  it  during  the  year,  wo  believe.  The  classes  appeared 
finely  at  our  visits.  The  order  of  the  school  has  been  unexcep- 
tionable. The  Register  shows  the  fewest  absences  of  any 
school  in  the  District.  20  scholars  have  not  been  absent  during 
the  year,  except  for  sickness. 

More  accommodations  are  needed  for  our  Intermediate 
scholars.  Another  school  could  have  been  filled  during  the 
past  Winter,  had  there  been  a  suitable  place  to  convene  it,  and 
a  sufficiency  of  means  to  support  it.  All  the  schools  of  this 
grade  have  been  crowded  in  an  uncomfortable  manner,  subjects 
ing  tho  teachers,  in  some  cases,  to  the  inconvenience  of  having 
two  or  three  scholars  at  their  tables  constantly. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

The  school  in  the  southern  section  of  the  District,  was  under 
the  charge  of  Miss  L.  M.  Huntoon,  till  the  close  of  the  Fall 
term.  The  school  was  not  large  during  the  Spring  and  Fall 
terms,  and  suffered  much  from  irregular  attendance.  Miss  H. 
labored  faithfully  for  the  best  interest  of  her  school,  and  was 
successful  in  the  discipline  of  it. 

At  tho  commencement  of  the  Winter  term,  tho  school  was 
removed  to  the  new  School-house,  between  Monroe  and  Thorn- 
dike"  Streets,  and  took  the  name  of  Rumford  Grammar  School. 
Mr.  James  W.  Webster  was  employed  as  Principal,  and  Miss 
Ebie  K.  Sargent  as  Assistant.    The  school  has  been  large 
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during  the  Winter  term,  numbering  107  dififerent  scholars.  A 
number  of  these  scholars  attend  school  only  in  the  Winter  time, 
and  consequently  make  the  teacher's  task  a  much  more  laborious 
one  than  it  would  be,  if  they  were  subjected  to  the  systematic 
training  of  the  school-room  for  a  longer  portion  of  the  year. 
Mr.  Webster,  having  had  experience  in  this  school,  entered  upon 
his  labors  with  a  knowledge  of  the  material  he  had  to  work  with, 
and  succeeded  in  making  a  marked  improvement  in  the  school, 
both  in  its  deportment  and  advancement  in  study.  Much  aver- 
sion has  hitherto  been  manifested  on  the  part  of  some  scholars 
to  the  exercises  of  Composition  and  Declamation.  During  the 
past  term,  this  has  been  overcome,  and  all  have  cheerfully  per- 
formed their  required  tasks  in  these  exercises ;  and,  at  the 
closing  examination  some  excellent  specimens  of  both  were  given. 
The  classes  in  Geography  and  History  appeared  well  ;  although 
in  the  latter  branch,  the  class  was  much  too  small  for  such  a 
school.  Miss  Sargent  cooperated  efficiently  with  the  Principal, 
and  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  school.  The  number  of 
absences  have  been  large,  and  have  seriously  interfered  with 
the  welfare  of  the  school.  An  increasing  interest  in  this  school, 
is  manifest  in  the  number  of  visits  made  by  parents  and  others 
during  the  Winter  term. 

Miss  Carrie  A.  George  has  continued  in  charge  of  the  school 
on  School  Street,  during  the  entire  year.  Her  long  connection 
with  this  school,  and  the  universal  satisfaction  expressed  by  the 
parents  of  the  pupils  under  her  charge,  render  any  additional 
commendation  from  us  a  work  of  supercrrogation.  Until  the 
close  of  the  Fall  term,  the  school  occupied  its  old  room  in  the 
second  story  of  the  Brick  House,  and  was  constantly  filled. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  Winter  term,  it  being  found  im- 
practicable to  merge  the  tliree  Grammar  School  into  two,  this 
school  was  moved  down  stairs,  into  the  South-west  Room  of  the 
house.  The  room  contained  accommodations  for  forty  scholars, 
and  every  seat  was  occupied.  The  classes  appeared  exceeding- 
ly well  at  the  closing  examination.  An  excellent  class  in  Phys- 
iology, (and  the  only  one  in  the  District,  we  are  sorry  to  say,) 
was  maintained  in  this  school  during  the  Winter  term.     The 
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hard  for  the  advancement  of  her  pupils,  but  not  with  that  suc- 
cess wluch  more  energy — consequent  upon  better  physical 
health,  —  would  give  her.  The  order  of  the  school  was  good. 
One  pleasing  incident  in  the  examination  was  the  singing  of 
songs,  in  their  native  language,  by  two  French  girls. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Eaton  has  had  charge  of  the  school  on  State 
and  West  Streets.  The  wisdom  and  expediency  of  retaining  a 
teacher  in  the  same  school,  when  a  good  one  has  been  found,  is 
amply  demonstrated  in  this  school.  Miss  Eaton  has  had  charge 
of  it  for  several  years,  and  has  fully  sustained  her  reputation 
of  being  one  of  our  best  teachers,  daring  the  past  year.  The 
classes  in  Geography  excelled,  and  every  pupil  of  the  school  has 
studied  it  during  the  year,  we  believe.  The  classes  appeared 
finely  at  our  visits.  The  order  of  the  school  has  been  unexcep- 
tionable. The  Register  shows  the  fewest  absences  of  any 
school  in  the  District.  20  scholars  have  not  been  absent  during 
the  year,  except  for  sickness. 

More  accommodations  are  needed  for  our  Intermediate 
scholars.  Another  school  could  have  been  filled  during  the 
past  Winter,  had  there  been  a  suitable  place  to  convene  it,  and 
a  suflSciency  of  means  to  support  it.  All  the  schools  of  this 
grade  have  been  crowded  in  an  uncomfortable  manner,  subject- 
ing the  teachers,  in  some  cases,  to  the  inconvenience  of  having 
two  or  three  scholars  at  their  tables  constantly. 

GRAMMAR   SCHOOLS. 

The  school  in  the  southern  section  of  the  District,  was  under 
the  charge  of  Miss  L.  M.  Huutoon,  till  the  close  of  the  Fall 
term.  The  school  was  not  large  during  the  Spring  and  Fall 
terms,  and  suffered  much  from  irregular  attendance.  Miss  H. 
labored  faithfully  for  the  best  interest  of  her  school,  and  was 
successful  in  the  discipline  of  it. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Winter  term,  the  school  was 
removed  to  the  new  School-house,  between  Monroe  and  Thorn- 
diko"  Streets,  and  took  the  name  of  Rumford  Grammar  School. 
ilr.  James  W.  Webster  was  employed  as  Principal,  and  Miss 
Elsie  K.  Sargent  as  Assistant.    The  school  has  been  large 
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hopeful  augury  of  the  future.    This  school  has  also  been  yisiied 
by  a  large  number  of  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  school. 

man  school. 

The  High  Scliool  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  H.  E. 
Sawyer,  as  Principal,  and  Miss  Harriette  Carter,  Miss  Augusta 
P.  Salter  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Currier,  as  Assistants.  Miss  Ca^ 
ter  was  employed  during  tlie  whole  year ;  Miss  Salter  for  the 
Spring  term,  and  Miss  Currier  for  the  Fall  and  Winter  terms. 
Mr.  Sawyer  has  fully  sustained  his  reputation  as  a  thorough  and 
efficient  teacher  during  the  past  year,  and  by  his  constant  ex- 
ertions has  established  and  maintained  a  systematic  course  of 
study  and  strict  discipline.  Great  improvement  has  been  made 
in  the  school,  especially  for  the  last  six  months,  and  nothing  is 
wanting  but  a  continuation  of  the  same  interest  on  the  part  of 
both  scholars  and  teachers,  to  make  this  school  second  to  none 
in  the  State. 

Miss  Carter,  (a  recent  graduate  from  the  High  School  in 
Framingham,  Mass.,)  came  to  this  school,  without  experience 
as  a  teacher,  —  but  a  fine  scholar,  —  and  has  sustained  herself 
well  in  her  situation.  By  her  thoroughness  in  instruction,  she 
has  been  a  valuable  auxiliary  in  this  school. 

Miss  Currier,  (a  graduate  from  the  Now  London  Institution,) 
entered  upon  her  duties  with  an  earnestness  and  enthusiasm 
which  comes  only  from  experience  and  an  entire  devotion  to  the 
occupation  of  teaching.  She  infused  new  spirit  into  her  classes, 
and  as  a  result  they  made  rapid  progress. 

The  attendance  during  the  spring  and  Winter  terms  wa^ 
large  ;  and  during  the  year,  the  school  has  numbered  161  dif' 
ferent  scholars,  with  an  average  number  each  term  of  nearly  9& 
members ;  and  an  average  attendance  of  88. 

Since  the  occupation  of  the  whole  upper  story  of  the  Brick 
House,  on  School  Street,  by  this  school,  it  has  been  comfortably 
accommodated  ;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  change  has  been  demon- 
strated during  the  Winter  term.  The  classes  have  been  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  keep  the  teachers  busily  employed,  and  at  the  same 
time,  give  to  each  recitation  a  sufficiency  of  time.     Some  classes 
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Compositions  and  Recitations  were  good ;  and  the  general  de- 
portment commendable.  A  roll  of  the  deportment  and  neatness 
of  each  scholar  in  the  care  of  his  or  her  seat  and  desk,  was  kept 
posted  in  the  room.  This  had  a  good  effect  in  creating  and  fix- 
ing habits  of  neatness  in  the  scholars.  The  absences  were  few, 
scarcely  an  instance  occurring  during  the  Winter,  except  from 
sickness. 

The  school  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  District  was  under 
the  care  of  Miss  Esta  0.  Merrill,  until  the  close  of  the  Fall 
term.  Under  her  instruction,  the  school  made  good  progress, 
and  its  general  appearance  was  excellent. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Winter  term,  it  was  removed  to 
the  new  house  on  Washington  Street,  and  took  the  name  of  Mer- 
rimack Grammar  School.  It  was  placed  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Paltiah  Brown,  Principal,  and  Miss  Mary  W.  Chickering,  As- 
sistant,— both  experienced  teachers.  Like  the  llumford  School, 
this  school  also,  contained  a  large  number  of  pupils  who  do  not 
attend  school  only  in  the  Winter,  and  the  same  additional  labor 
was  necessary  to  bring  them  into  favorable  conditions.  Mr. 
Brown,  from  his  long  connection  and  thorough  acquaintance 
with  our  schools,  was  admirably  qualified  for  this  work.  He 
entered  upon  his  duties  with  energy  and  spirit,  and  succeeded 
in  arousing  the  same  qualities  in  his  pupils  ;  and,  as  a  conse- 
quent result,  the  progress  made  by  the  entire  school  was  highly 
commendable.  In  his  efforts  he  was  most  efficiently  aided  by 
Miss  Chickering,  and  by  their  joint  labors  the  school  has  made 
a  constant  and  decided  improvement.  The  school  was  large, 
numbering  92  different  scholars.  The  classes  appeared  finely. 
All  the  scholars  have  taken  part  in  the  exercises  of  Composition 
and  Declamation  during  the  term,  and  at  the  examination  gave 
Bome  excellent  specimens  of  both.  The  deportment  of  the 
scholars  was  good,  and  each  one  seemed  to  feel  that  the  success 
of  the  school  rested  4n  a  measure,  upon  them  individually.  This 
is  a  desirable  feature  in  every  school,  and  without  it,  no  school 
can  make  that  progress  which  it  ought  to.  The  full  attendance 
of  scholars  at  the  close  of  the  term,  was  evidence  that  an  in- 
terest had  been  awakened  in  them  for  their  studies,  which  is  a 
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deprive  the  District  of  the  services  of  those  who  have  proved 
themselves  competent  and  faithful  teachers. 

It  is  a  mistaken  idea  which  supposes  almost  anybody  can 
teach  a  Primary  School.  In  this  grade  of  schools,  the  founda- 
tion of  scholarship  is  laid  ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  furnish  those 
every  way  competent  to  lay  that  foundation  broad  and  deep,  so 
that  thereon  may  arise  the  fair  structure  of  true  manly  and 
womanly  life. 

A  serious  hindrance  to  the  success  of  our  schools,  of  all 
grades,  is  to  be  found  in  the  large  number  of  absences  from  the 
regular  sessions.  The  loss  arising  from  this  cause,  is  equal  to 
one-fifth  of  the  whole  school  time  of  the  year — to  say  nothing 
of  the  indirect  loss  to  the  other  members  of  the  school.  A 
large  proportion  of  this  loss  is  attributable  to  two  causes :  sieh- 
ness  and  negligence  of  parents^  who  allow  their  children  to  re- 
main at  home  for  frivolous  reasons,  or  for  no  reason  at  all.  The 
latter  cause  can  only  be  remedied  by  parents  themselves ;  and 
until  they  awake  to  a  sense  of  the  wrong  which  they  inflict  upon 
their  children,  and  through  them  upon  the  community,  by  thus 
gratifying  their  whims,  this  evil  will  remain  to  curse  our  schools. 
The  first  cause  can  be  removed,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the 
practical  application  of  some  of  the  most  commonly  received 
principles  of  hygiene  to  the  regulation  of  the  temperature  and 
ventilation  of  our  school-rooms.  Some  mode  of  ventilation 
should  be  devised  other  than  opening  a  window  to  let  in  a  whirl- 
wind of  cold  air  upon  the  heads  of  the  children.  A  very  little 
expenditure  of  money  on  the  part  of  the  District,  might  remedy 
this  evil,  and  no  doubt  add  to  the  health  of  the  children. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tardiness  reported  by  some  teachers, 
is  very  large.  It  is  an  evil  of  such  magnitude,  as  to  require 
the  serious  attention  not  only  of  Committees,  but  of  every  well- 
wisher  of  our  public  schools.  Its  remedy  lies  mainly  in  the 
hands  of  parents,  who  should  see  that  their  children  are  made 
ready  and  sent  to  school  in  proper  season.  The  schools  are  so 
conveniently  situated  that  distance  can  be  no  excuse  for  tardi- 
ness. It  should  be  borne  in  mind  by  parents^  that  when  the 
public  provides  the  means  of  education  for  their  children,  it  also 
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arc  necessarily  large,  and  an  hour's  time,  even,  is  but  a  small 
amount  when  shared  between  the  members.  Most  of  the  classes 
appeared  well  at  the  closing  examination,  especially  in  Algebra, 
Geometry,  History,  Rhetoric,  Intellectual  Philosophy,  and  the 
Lamguages. 

The  Rhetorical  exercises  were  of  a  high  order,  and  elicited 
the  commendation  of  the  numerous  visitors  present.  The  at- 
tendance at  the  examination,  and  the  remarks  made  by  various 
gentlemen  on  that  occasion,  show  unmistakably  an  increasing 
interest  on  the  part  of  our  citizens  in  the  success  of  this  school. 
If  more  of  the  people  could  make  a  visit  to  it,  we  think  they 
would  appreciate  still  more  the  advantages  which  the  scholars 
of  this  District  enjoy — advantages  which  are  free  to  all  who 
have  sufficient  ambition  to  avail  themselves  of  them. 

A  High  School,  thorough  in  its  discipline  and  instniction, 
capable  of  fitting  young  men  and  women  for  the  active  duties 
of  life,  is  the  flower  of  our  Common  School  system.  Such  a 
school  the  children  of  the  present  generation  have  a  right  to  de- 
mand ;  and  such  a  school  it  is  our  duty  to  give  them. 

From  this  hasty,  and  necessarily  imperfect  sketch,  of  the  con- 
ation of  our  schools  during  the  past  year,  a  few  observations 
may  be  drawn  and  some  suggestions  made,  that  naturally  pre- 
sent themselves. 

We  can  congratulate  the  people  of  Union  School  District  that 
they  have  so  able  and  efficient  a  corps  of  teachers.  Many  of 
them  have  done  excellent  service  for  the  District  for  several 
years  in  succession — thus  proving  themselves  in  an  eminent 
degree,  to  be  "  apt  to  teach,"  —  which  we  have  ApostoUc  au- 
thority, as  well  as  our  own  experience,  for  considering  a  cardinal 
virtue. 

Several  of  the  new  teachers  who  have  come  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  District  during  the  past  year,  have  taken  a  deservedly 
Ug^  rank  among  their  associates ;  and  we  think  the  best  in- 
terest of  our  schools  demands  that  all  such  should  be  retained 
IB  long  as  possible.    A  few  dollars  should  never  be  allowed  to 
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fears  eiitertainc<l  l>y  some  in  regard  to  the  abuse  of  them,  were 
groundless.  Experience  shows  that  in  proportion  as  you  in- 
crease the  accommodations  of  the  school-houses,  a  corresponding 
improvement  in  the  use  of  them  is  manifested  on  the  part  of  the 
scholars.  And  the  experience  of  this  Winter  seems  to  indicate 
that  as  you  increase  the  schools,  the  number  of  scholars  keeps 
pace.  Nearly  thirteen  hundred  scholars  have  attended  the 
schools  in  the  District,  the  past  Winter  —  a  larger  number,  we 
believe,  than  have  ever  attended  before,  in  any  one  term. 

The  house  at  the  *'  Eleven  Lots  "  has  been  filled  during  the 
Winter.  AVliile  the  Building  Committee  did  excellent  service 
in  constnictiug  and  furnishing  the  Grammar  School  houses,  it  is 
a  matter  of  regret  that  they  did  not  make  this  house  larger.  It 
will  not  accommodate  all  the  scholars  who  rightfully  belong 
there. 

Some  change  has  been  made  in  the  Reading  books  in  most  of 
the  schools  during  the  Winter  term.  It  is  desirable  that  there 
should  be  uniformity  in  all  the  text-books  used  in  schools  of  the 
same  grade.  With  this  end  in  view,  your  Committee,  after  a 
careful  examination  of  the  several  books  before  the  pubhc,  de- 
cided that  the  Progressive  Scries  of  Towne  &  Holbrook's  were 
the  best  adapted  to  our  schools,  and  recommended  the  several 
schools  to  supply  themselves  on  the  favorable  terms  wliicli  the 
publishers  offered.  Hitherto,  the  Reading  books  have  been 
various  in  different  sections  of  the  District,  and  many  of  them 
entirely  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  scholars.  In  schools  where 
the  change  was  made,  the  books  have  given  much  satisfaction ; 
and  it  is  desirable  that  all  the  schools  should  make  use  of  the 
same  series,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

But  few  cases  of  trouble  between  teacher  and  scholars  have 
occurred  during  the  year.  When  children  are  subjected  to 
salutary  influences  at  home,  they  rarely  make  trouble  in  a  school. 
When  wo  reflect  on  the  variety  of  government  to  which  the 
children  of  a  single  school  are  subjected  to  at  home — reaching 
from  despotism  to  democracy, — we  may  well  wonder  that  a 
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has  a  claim  on  them  for  the  time  of  their  children,  to  make  a  i1 

proper  use  of  these  means.     Rights  and  obligations  go  hand  in  '] 

hand.     A  very  little  attention  on  the  part  of  parents  would  ob-  ^ 

▼iate  tlus  difficulty,  and  confer  a  lasting  benefit  on  the  children  ^ 

themselves.  ; 

Another  matter  we  would  urge  upon  parents  is  this  :    That  .  ■ 

they  should  visit  the  schools  oftener.     It  is  a  duty  you  owe  your  ''■ 

childi'en,  the  teacher  and  the  public.  When  you  assumed  the 
responsibilities  of  parents,  there  came  also  duties,  which  are  not 
to  be  disregarded.     It  is  your  duty  to  know  by  personal  ex-  j 

perience,  into  whose  hands  you  commit  the  care  of  your  children,  ; 

and  that  too,  at  the  most  susceptible  period  of  their  lives,  when  t 

habits  are  formed  that  will  follow  them  through  life.     If  the  i 

teacher  is  one  fitted  for  the  task,  he  or  she  has  a  claim  to  j^our 
sympathy  and  cooperation  in  the  development  and  instruction  of 
the  immortal  nature  of  your  children.     As  an  individual  mem-  \ . 

ber  of  the  body  poHtic,  it  is  your  duty  also  to  aid  and  encourage  | 

by  your  presence   the   public   schools.     The  scholars  are  en-  i  ;- 

couraged  to  fresh  efforts  by  the  visits  of  those  whom  they  know  «  • 

to  be  interested  in  their  welfare.  There  is  not  a  man  or  a 
woman  who  would  entrust  the  most  trivial  manual  labor  to 
another  person,  without  almost  daily  supervision  ;  and  there  is 
not  a  farmer,  worthy  of  the  name,  who  would  not  pay  at  least 
weekly  visits  to  his  flocks  and  herds.  May  not  the  question 
come  home  to  those  who  disregard  this  duty,  with  most  serious 
earnestness,  "  How  much  better  is  a  man  than  a  sheep  ?" 

The  two  new  Grammar  School-houses,  erected  by  the  District 
the  past  year,  were  made  ready  for  occupation  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Winter  term.  They  were  dedicated  with  appropri- 
ate services  on  the  4th  of  December,  and  on  Monday,  the  6th 
of  December,  the  schools  opened  in  them.  These  houses  have 
proved  very  commodious,  and  have  meet  the  wants  of  the  several 
schools  in  them  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  The  Primary 
and  Intermediate  Rooms  in  both  of  them  have  been  crowded  to  ' 
their  utmost  capacity,  and  yet  there  is  not  room  enough  for  the 
wants  of  the  District.  The  Grammar  School  Rooms  have  been 
well  filled,  and  the  arrangement  for  a  double  school  or  single, 


iflon 


r 


32 

has  TTorkcd  well.  The  scholars  have  taken  special  pains  to  pre- 
serve the  neat  appearance  of  the  rooms,  thus  showing  that  the 
fears  entertained  by  some  in  regard  to  the  abuse  of  them,  were 
groundless.  Experience  shows  that  in  proportion  as  you  in- 
crease the  accommodations  of  the  school-houses,  a  corresponding 
improvement  in  the  use  of  them  is  manifested  on  the  part  of  the 
scholars.  And  the  experience  of  this  Winter  seems  to  indicate 
that  as  you  increase  the  schools,  the  number  of  scholars  keeps 
pace.  Nearly  thirteen  hundred  scholars  have  attended  the 
schools  in  the  District,  the  past  Winter — a  larger  number,  we 
believe,  than  have  ever  attended  before,  in  any  one  term. 

The  house  at  the  *'  Eleven  Lots  "  has  been  filled  during  the 
Winter.  While  the  Building  Committee  did  excellent  service 
in  constructing  and  furnishing  the  Grammar  School  houses,  it  is 
a  matter  of  regret  that  they  did  not  make  this  house  larger.  It 
will  not  accommodate  all  the  scholars  who  rightfully  belong 
there. 

Some  change  has  been  made  in  the  Reading  books  in  most  of 
the  schools  during  the  Winter  term.  It  is  desirable  that  there 
should  be  uniformity  in  all  the  text-books  used  in  schools  of  the 
same  grade.  With  this  end  in  view,  your  Committee,  after  a 
careful  examination  of  the  several  books  before  the  public,  de- 
cided that  the  Progressive  Series  of  Towne  &  Holbrook's  were 
the  best  adapted  to  our  schools,  and  recommended  the  several 
schools  to  supply  themselves  on  the  favorable  terms  which  the 
publishers  offered.  Hitherto,  the  Beading  books  have  been 
various  in  different  sections  of  the  District,  and  many  of  them 
entirely  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  scholars.  In  schools  where 
the  cliange  was  made,  the  books  have  given  much  satisfaction ; 
and  it  is  desirable  that  all  the  schools  should  make  use  of  the 
same  series,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

But  few  cases  of  trouble  between  teacher  and  scholars  have 
occurred  during  the  year.  When  children  are  subjected  to 
salutary  influences  at  home,  they  rarely  make  trouble  in  a  school. 
When  we  reflect  on  the  variety  of  government  to  which  the 
children  of  a  single  school  are  subjected  to  at  home — reaching 
from  despotism  to  democracy, — we  may  well  wonder  that  a 
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teacher  sacceeds  so  veil  in  harmonizing  tho  many  discordant 
elements.  Considerate,  frank  and  manly  action  on  the  part  of 
both  parents  and  teachers,  vrill  obviate  the  necessity,  in  most 
cases,  of  the  intcrferance  of  the  Committee. 

We  would  urge  upon  the  people  of  this  District  the  impor- 
tance of  raising  more  money  for  the  support  of  our  schools. 
Over  nineteen  hundred  scholars  have  attended  the  schools  dur- 
ing the  past  year;  and  the  amount  of  school  money  appropriated 
to  each  scholar  is  less  than  $8 — a  sum  insufficient  to  meet 
tho  wants  of  the  District,  as  every  one  must  see,  ^ho  reflects 
that  our  scholars  are  not  stationary  in  number,  but  are  constant- 
ly and  rapidly  increasing.  This  increase  imposes  the  necessity 
of  additional  schools,  and  the  means  must  be  provided  for  them, 
or  the  length  of  the  schools  must  bo  reduced,  and  their  useful- 
ness and  efficiency  impaired.  A  liberal  ai)propriation  for  this 
purpose  will  repay  itself  in  the  coming  years,  in  the  increased 
intelligence  of  the  children,  and  of  community.  The  true  way 
to  make  a  glorious  Future,  is  to  make  a  true  and  tolerable 
Present 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say,  that  the  people  of  Union  School 
District  have  cause  to  be  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  most  of 
their  schools  during  the  past  year ;  and  that  by  a  continuation 
of  a  just  and  liberal  policy  toward  them,  in  furnishing  ample 
means  and  excellent  teachers,  —  and  by  an  extended  personal 
inspection  and  supervision  of  them  on  the  part  of  parents,  their 
course  must  be  onward  and  upward,  until  they  reach  a  position 
equal  to  the  demands  of  the  age.  We  believe  our  schools  to-day 
arc  scarcely  second  to  those  of  any  other  town  or  city  in  tho 
State.  Yet  they  can  be  placed  a  great  way  in  advance  of  where 
they  now  stand,  if  you  but  will  they  shall,  and  base  that  deter- 
nunation  on  united  and  earnest  action.  Will  you,  individually, 
do  what  you  can  to  advance  them. 

ASA  FOWLER, 
CALEB  PARKER, 
JAMES  D.  PAGE, 
PALTIAH  BROWN, 
P.  B.  COGSWELL. 
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REPORT 


OP  THE 


SUPERINTENDING    SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  Concord,  would 
hereby  present  to  their  fellow-citizens,  their  Annual  Reix)rt. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  announce  that  the  schools  under 
our  care  have  maintained  their  usual  prosperity  and  usefulness 
during  the  past  year.  No  cases  of  difficulty  have  occurred  in 
any  district,  of  a  nature  requiring  the  action  of  our  Board  to 
settle,  and  the  teachers,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  have  sus- 
tained themselves  in  a  creditable  manner,  and  with  usefulness  to 
their  pupils. 

In  the  examination  of  persons  proposing  to  teach,  we  have 
endeavored  to  establish  a  higher  standard  of  qualifications. 
Our  city  demands  a  higher  grade  of  schools,  and  one  important 
means  of  accomplishing  this  object,  is  to  demand  and  secure 
better  qualifications  and  fitness  in  the  persons  we  employ  as 
teachers.  Applicants  have  been  examined  in  the  higher  Eng- 
lish branches,  and  required  to  give  instruction  in  them,  in  those 
districts  where  there  are  any  scholars  sufficiently  advanced  to 
be  able  to  study  them  with  profit  and  success.  We  have  felt  it 
our  duty  not  to  grant  certificates  to  any  one  to  teach  in  any  of 
our  public  schools  unless  they  are  suitably  qualified  for  the  posi- 
tion, ascertained  by  an  actual^  full,  and  thorough  examination. 
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Too  many  persons  obtain  their  certificates  to  teach,  through  an 
mdisposition  on  the  part  of  many  Committees  to  hard  labor  in 
an  examination,  taking  it  for  granted  that  they  are  qualified  to 
tea4:h  and  govern^  from  the  fact  that  they  have  taught  before, 
'and  have  been  recommended  by  Committees  in  other  towns 
where  they  have  taught,  or  come  "  well  recommended  "  from 
some  persons  presumed  to  know.  No  such  evidence  should 
satisfy  any  Committee — nothing  short  of  their  own  examination, 
thoroughly  and  scarchingly  made,  from  the  sounds  and  powen 
of  letters,  up  through  the  higher  branches  of  an  English  educa- 
tion— ^should  be  the  evidence  upon  which  their  own  judgement 
is  formed,  in  admitting  or  rejecting  applicants,  to  the  position  of 
teachers  in  our  schools. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  teachers  and  all  others  who 
have  charge  of  the  matter,  to  the  importance  of  correctly  filling 
out  their  Registers  according  to  the  instructions  therein  given. 
Very  few,  if  any,  of  the  Registers  for  the  past  year,  were  cor- 
rectly kept  and  filled  out,  and  most  of  them  were  too  imperfect 
to  pve  any  reliable  statistics  of  the  condition  of  our  schools. 
Without  these  Rectors  being  correctly  kept.  Superintending 
Committees  cannot  make  out  correct  Reports  required  of  them 
by  law.  No  Prudential  Committee  should  pay  the  teacher  tiD 
he  or  she  shall  have  produced  a  certificate  from  the  Superin- 
tending Committee  that  the  Register  has  been  kept  and  filled 
out  according  to  law  and  returned.  We  can  suggest  no  more 
effectual  check  upon  this  growing  evil. 

One  new  school  house  has  been  built  within  two  years  t^ 
Ward  4.  The  Ward  Committee  in  his  report  speaks  of  it  ^ 
"  nicely  furnished,"  and  "  a  monument  of  the  noble  liberali^ 
of  the  District."  It  is  to  be  devoutiy  wished  and  hoped  tl^*^ 
several  other  Districts  in  our  city  will  soon  erect  some  sa  ^ 
monument  of  their  noble  liberality.  There  are  yet  sevcC^ 
school  houses  in  our  city,  wholly  unfit  for  tho  purpose  for  whi^^ 
they  are  used,  and  a  monument  of  disgrace  to  the  District  th^' 
permits  them  to  stand  as  their  school  houses. 

For  further  particulars  we  would  refer  to  the  several  Warrf 
Reports. 


In  conclusion  we  beg  to  remind  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  im- 
portance of  our  common  school  system  upon  the  peace,  welfiEure 
md  prosperity  of  our  city  and  our  country,  and  urge  upon  them 
x>  give  it  their  cordial  and  liberal  support,  that  it  may  nobly 
nibserve  its  benificent  end. 
Respectfully  submitted : 

JOHN  A.  KILBURN,  1 

B.  E.  BADGER, 
G.  W.  FLANDERS, 
D.  PATTEN, 

C.  W.  HARVEY, 
J.  D.  PAGE, 
N.  W.  GOVE, 


Superintending 
Scliool  Committee 

of  the 
City  of  Concord. 


TT^RD    REPORTS. 


WARD   ONE. 


District  No.  1. 

The  Summer  Term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Arvilla 
E.  Wilder,  of  Groton,  Mass.  The  teacher  had  had  experience 
in  her  vocation,  and  appeared  well  adapted  to  the  office  of  a 
teacher.  She  secured  the  good  will  of  her  pupils  and  the 
friendship  of  parents.  The  scholars  were  studious  and  obedient. 
Tardiness  is  one  of  the  serious  faults  of  tliis  school,  and  the 
teacher  had  cause  of  regret,  that  the  number  of  cases  of  tardi 
ness  the  present  term  was  unusually  large. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Edward  H.  Peabody.    Mr. 
P.  is  a  good  teacher — ^futhful,  industrious,  and  appears  anxious 
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for  the  progress  of  his  pupils.  The  scholars  made  good  advance- 
ment in  most  of  their  studies.  The  order  of  the  school  was 
good.  The  teacher  complains  in  his  report,  and  I  think  with 
good  cause,  of  the  want  of  interest  in  the  school  among  parents. 
He  says  that  not  a  single  parent  has  visited  the  school  the 
present  winter.  The  school  house  is  in  poor  condition,  and 
wholly  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  a  school,  especially  in  the  irin- 
ter.  We  sincerely  hope  there  is  a  pride  and  public  spirit  in 
this  District  that  will  induce  the  citizens  to  tear  down  this  nus- 
erable  structure,  and  in  its  place,  build  a  neat,  commodious  and 
attractive  school-house.  Then  their  children  will  delight  to  go 
to  school  and  study  the  better. 

District  No.  2. 

The  Summer  Term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Ellen 
M.  Fisk.  Wins  Fisk  has  had  much  experience  in  teaching,  and 
is  a  faithful  and  worthy  teacher.  The  school  was  small  and  the 
attendance  of  most  very  irregular.  We  observed  very  little 
progress  in  the  studies  pursued,  but  we  attach  no  blame  to  the 
teacher  on  this  account.  If  parents  desire  and  expect  benefits 
to  their  children  from  our  schools,  they  must  send  their  children 
regularly  and  punctually,  and  take  some  little  interest  in  their 
progress. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Frank  W.  Morgan,  of 
Ilopkinton.  This  was  the  first  of  Mr.  Morgan's  teaching,  and, 
knowing  the  difiicultics  good  and  experienced  teachers  had  to 
encounter  in  this  District,  the  Committee  hesitated  some  in  re- 
commending him  for  this  school.  The  school  closed  in  the  middle 
Of  the  seventh  week,  from  what  cause,  whether  the  money  being 
all  expended,  or  any  other  cause,  I  am  unable  to  say.  I  had 
no  notice,  and  of  course,  did  not  visit  the  school  at  its  close,  and 
am  therefore  unable  to  give  any  reports  of  the  progress  of  the 
scholars.  This  District  has  had  only  14i  weeks  of  school  the 
past  year,  far  too  little  to  be  of  much  benefit ;  and  in  fact,  the 
scholars  have  derived  very  little  benefit  from  tlie  schools  the 
past  year. 


District  No.  20. 

Primary  Department.  The  summer  term  of  this  department 
was  taught  by  Miss  L.  A.  G.  Bean.  This  Tv^as  the  second  term 
of  Miss  Bean  in  this  District,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  she 
mwitained  the  good  reputation  she  had  already  acquired.  The 
examination  showed  a  good  degree  of  improvement  in  most  of 
the  branches.  Order  was  good.  The  moral  conduct  of  the 
scholars  was  carefully  looked  after,  and  in  this  respect,  there 
has  been  a  great  improvement  in  this  department;  There  is 
less  disorderly  conduct,  profane  swearing,  and  licentious  com- 
munications. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Mr.  Richard  F.  Morgan. 
This  was  also  Mr.  Morgan's  second  term  in  this  District.  He 
labored  faithfully  for  the  good  of  his  scholars,  and  with  a  good 
degree  of  success.  The  school  was  unusually  large  this  term 
— far  too^  many  for  one  teacher  to  do  complete  justice  to  all — 
and  too  much  should  not  be  expected  of  a  teacher  laboring 
under  this  serious  disadvantage.  The  progress  of  the  scholars 
was  as  good  as  could  be  expected ;  the  order,  in  doors  and  out, 
was  good,  and  a  respectful  attention  was  given  to  all  the  exer- 
cises of  the  school-room.  It  ought  to  be  remarked  in  this  con- 
nection, that  all  the  schools  of  this  District,  the  past  year,  have 
received  a  good  degree  of  attention  from  citizens  and  parents, 
ezlubited  by  their  frequent  visits  of  the  schools,  and  numerous 
attendance  upon  their  examinations. 

Intermediate  Department.  The  Summer  Term  of  this  de- 
partment was  taught  by  Miss  A.  M.  Chase.  This  was  Miss 
Chase's  second  successive  term  in  this  District.  She  is  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  teach  such  a  school  as  this,  and  she  has  gained 
a  reputation  here  for  being  a  successful  instructor  of  the  youth- 
ful mind,  worthy  to  be  sought  by  others.  The  school  made  good 
progress,  order  good,  and  very  general  satisfaction  given.  Her 
services  were  unsuccessfully  sought  for  the  winter  term. 

The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Abbie  B.  Scales,  of 
Canterbury.  Being  a  new  teacher  in  this  District,  it  was  not 
to  be  expected  that  she  would,  at  first,  completely  fill  the  place 
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of  her  predecessor.  But  the  teacher  labored  fEdthfuUy  for  the 
good  of  her  pupils,  and  the  closing  examination  showed  good 
progress  generally.  The  teacher  remarks  in  her  Report  much 
absence  on  account  of  sickness,  and  in  other  cases  of  absencOi 
reasonable  excuses  have  been  invariably  produced. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say,  that  the  schools  of  this  Ward,  for 
the  past  year,  will  suffer  in  no  respect  from  a  comparison  with 
schools  in  the  same  district  for  several  years  past,  but  yet  they 
admit  of  a  very  much  higher  grade  which  should  be  earnestly 
sought  by  every  citizen  and  parent  in  the  Ward, 
Respectfully  submitted : 

JOHN  A.  KILBURN, 

S.  S.  Committee  of  Ward  One. 


WARD    TWO. 


District  No.  12. 

The  Summer  Term  of  this  school  was  under  the  charge  of 
Miss  Abby  K.  Winslow.  The  District  was  very  fortuaate  in 
the  selection  of  this  teacher.  Ably  qualified  to  instruct  and 
govern,  the  school  made  the  most  commendable  progress.  Quiet 
and  orderly  in  their  deportment,  yet  fully  alive  to  the  import- 
ance of  study,  the  scholars  made  such  advancement  that  all 
agreed  that  the  summer  teim  had  been  well  employed.  The 
closing  examination  was  very  satisfactory  and  showed  how  much 
can  be  accomplished  by  dilligent  study.  With  many  scholars 
that  would  honor  any  school  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  school- 
house  in  No.  12  is  so  far  behind  its  scholarship.  Let  us  hope 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  have  a  new  and 
convenient  school-house  with  suitable  grounds — such  a  house  as 
the  wants  of  our  children  and  the  honor  of  the  District  demands. 


9 

The  Winter  School  was  under  the  instruction  of  J,  E.  Ayen, 
of  Canterbury.  Mr.  A.  came  well  prepared  to  teach  this  school. 
Well  qualified  and  possessing  the  faculty,  so  necessary  for  suc- 
cess, of  government,  the  school  was  marked  by  a  high  degree  of 
success.  Nothing  occurred  to  disturb  the  harmony  between 
teacher  and  pupil.  Attentive  and  dilligent  in  their  studies 
during  the  winter,  the  closing  examination  showed  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  school.  The  studies  pursued  were  not  only 
committed  but  retained  in  the  memories  of  the  scholars,  and  the 
promptness  and  exactness  of  the  recitations  examination  day 
deserve  much  credit.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  school  can- 
not be  one  of  the  first  in  the  city.  Only  let  parents  as  well  as 
teacher  and  pupils  do  all  they  can  to  sustain  the  school  and  all 
will  be  accomplished  that  the  most  sanguine  can  hope  for.  Let 
all  interested  visit  the  school  often.  The  school  is  in  exceUent 
condition  and  let  us  do  aU  that  we  can  to  keep  up  the  reputation 
of  No.  12. 

District  No.  18. 

Miss  Mary  Frank  Eastman  had  charge  of  the  Summer  School. 
Well  qualified  to  govern  and  instruct,  kind  and  forbearing  in 
her  deportment  toward  the  scholars.  Miss  E.  labored  incessantly 
in  this  school,  yet  she  must  have  felt  that  the  scholars  either  did 
or  would  not  value  the  advantages  and  opportunities  of  instruct- 
ion so  readily  offered  by  her.  There  seems  to  be  a  lack  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  in  this  school  so  that  it  is 
somewhat  difficult  for  a  teacher  to  make  that  headway  which  the 
size  and  ability  of  the  school  demands.  We  need  in  this  school 
a  more  general  sympathy  and  cooperation  between  the  teacher 
and  parents.  A  determination  on  the  part  of  parents  to  keep 
the  scholars  more  regularly  at  school,  and  while  there  not  only 
be  advised  but  compelled  to  obey  all  the  necessary  and  just 
rules  of  school,  this  being  done  and  there  will  be  little  to  com- 
plain of.  The  District  cannot  complain  of  Miss  Eastman  and  if 
the  school  was  not  all  that  could  be  wished,  the  fault  is  some- 
where besides  in  her.  Is  it  not,  friends,  that  you  are  too  care- 
less of  the  interests  of  year  chUdren  ?    Do  you  impress  on  their 
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minds  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  study  ?  Do  yoa  teach 
them  to  obey  the  teachers  and  do  all  they  can  to  make  their 
duties  light  and  easy  ?  Do  you  visit  the  school  often  to  encour- 
age the  teacher  and  scholars  ?  There  is  not  one  of  you,  my 
friends,  that  will  trust  your  horses  or  cattle  with  strangers  with- 
out your  care  and  oversight,  yet  you  leave  your  children  for 
months  witli  entire  strangers  without  one  thought  or  care.  Is 
this  right  and  is  it  for  your  interest  ?  If  not,  make  one  effort 
at  least  through  a  long  summer  or  winter  term  to  visit  the 
school  to  see  how  your  children  are  progressing  in  their  studies. 
It  will  encourage  the  teacher  and  scholars  and  you  will  soon  see 
its  good  effects  on  the  order  and  progress  of  the  school. 

District  No.  14. 

Tlie  Summer  School  was  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Susan 
B.  Smart,  wlio  gave  very  good  satisfaction  in  tlie  management 
and  instruction  of  the  school.  Tliere  is  material  enough  in  this 
District  to  form  a  first  class  school.  Teachers  must  impress 
continually  on  the  minds  of  the  scholars  the  importance  of  study 
and  discipline.  AVliat  we  need  in  this  District  is  more  energy 
and  application.  Several  of  the  scholars  during  the  Summer 
term  made  very  satisfactory  progress,  showing  what  may  be 
accomplished  by  study,  while  others  let  the  summer  pass  with 
but  little  if  any  improvement.  The  first  great  lesson  that  tho 
scholar  should  be  leai-nt  is  the  importance  of  study  to  thcm%elve9. 
Fix  this  in  their  minds  and  lessons  change  from  dull  labor  to 
pleasant  pastime,  the  mind  is  quickened  and  teachers  are  sur- 
prised to  find  dull  scholars  become  <[uick  and  apt  in  their  studies. 
Let  us  have  an  application  of  this  truth  next  summer  and  let  us 
see  if  there  is  not  a  profitable  change  in  No.  14.  The  examin- 
ation at  the  close  of  the  term  was  well  attended  and  the  improve- 
ment in  some  of  the  classes  was  (^uito  satisfactory.  The  order 
through  the  summer  was  excellent  and  the  intercourse  between 
teacher  and  pupils  pleasant. 

The  Winter  School  was  taught  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Ballard,  who 
possessed  a  happy  faculty  of  imparting  instruction  and  maintain- 
ing discipline,  two  of  the  great  essentials  for  a  successful  school. 


Kin.l  and  considerate  in  hU  bearlnj;  t^^warl  tlie  -<']i(>l;i 
governed  thoni  mucli  bettor  than  by  ijImws 
The  school  appeared  well  on  both  uf  the  visits  of  jour  Commit- 
tee and  the  improvement  of  the  scholars  under  the  instruction 
of  Mr.  B.  was  excellent.  The  closing  examination  showed  to  a 
Wge  number  of  parents  and  others  that  the  winter  had  been 
well  employed.  Several  of  the  scholars  would  honor  any  school 
and  their  appearance  on  the  day  of  examination  was  highly 
creditable  to  themselves  and  satisfactory  to  all  present.  Let 
the  parents  still  continue  to  take  an  interest  in  the  school  and 
do  dl  they  can  to  encourage  the  teacher  and  pupils  and  No.  14 
will  soon  be  among  the  first  schools  in  the  city. 

District  No.  15. 

The  Summer  School  was  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Kate 
C.  Kimball.  This  school  is  small  in  numbers  but  large  in  active 
minds.  It  is  wide  awake  to  its  own  interests  and  keeps  a  teacher 
hard  at  work.  On  both  of  the  visits  to  the  school  your  Com- 
mittee found  the  school  quiet  and  orderly,  each  scholar  having 
something  to  do,  and  more,  doing  it  with  a  will.  The  result  was 
inevitable,  all  agreeing  that  the  summer  had  been  profitably 
spent.  The  closing  examination  showed  a  marked  improvement 
and  was  very  satisfactory  to  all.  Miss  E.  may  be  classed  among 
our  best  and  most  successful  teachers. 

»■  Mr.  Alvah  K.  Potter  kept  the  Winter  School  and  we  congrat- 
ulate the  District  on  having  so  capable  a  successor  to  Miss  Kim- 
ball. The  school  was  a  complete  success.  This  little  school  of 
17  accomplished  more  than  many  of  twice  its  number.  The 
reason  is  evident.  Mr.  Potter  fixed  in  his  scholars'  minds  the 
simple  fact,  that  it  was  for  their  own  personal  interest  to  make 
the  most  of  their  advantages  and  the  result  was  very  satisfactory 
to  all  in  the  District.  The  order  of  the  school  was  excellent 
and  the  improvement,  as  shown  by  the  two  examinations  of  the 
school,  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  closing  examination 
in  particular  showed  that  exactness  and  thoroughness  in  the 
branches  pursued  which  makes  a  school  really  profitable.  We 
hope  the  District  may  be  as  fortunate  the  coming  as  the  past 
year  in  the  selection  of  its  teachers. 
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District  No.  19. 

This  School  for  the  past  year  has  been  under  tihe  charge  of 
Miss  Hester  Melville,  and  the  reputation  of  No.  19,  that  had 
been  somewhat  impaired  for  the  past  year  or  two,  has  been, 
under  the  instruction  of  Miss  M.,  more  than  regained.  No.  19 
is  in  a  fair  way  to  take  the  lead  in  the  Ward.  Miss  M.  is  a 
teacher  that  knows  and  performs  her  whole  duty  in  the  school- 
room. The  entire  success  of  tliis  school  shows  that  neither  labor 
or  pains  has  been  spared  for  the  past  year.  Possesung  a  happy 
tact  of  governing  and  instructing  the  school  must  have  been 
surprised  as  well  as  pleased  at  its  success  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
It  has  been  proved  in  this  school  that  it  is  not  mere  physical 
force  wc  need  in  the  school-room  to  make  a  successful  school. 
When  scholars  are  taught  that  it  is  for  their  own  interest  to  obey 
the  regulations  and  apply  their  time  to  study  in  the  school-room, 
there  is  little  trouble  to  govern  and  instruct.  Miss  M.  has 
learned  this  lesson  to  No.  19,  and  let  us  hope  that  it  will  never 
be  forgotten.  The  examinations  of  the  Summer  and  Winter 
terms  were  largely  attended,  and  the  closing  exercises  showed 
a  high  degree  of  improvement.  Many  of  the  studies  pursued 
were  not  required  by  the  rules  of  our  common  schools ;  yet  in 
all  the  studies  pursued  there  has  been  the  most  marked  and 
commendable  improvement.  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying  that 
the  whole  District  agree  that  the  school  has  been  a  decided  suc- 
cess for  the  past  year. 

District  No.  21. 

The  Summer  School  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  Augusta 
Lock.  This  school  has  been  improving  rapidly  for  the  past  year. 
The  attendance  was  very  small  through  the  summer,  but  Miss 
L.  found  that  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost  and  all  were  kept 
busy  at  work.  Nothing  occurred  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the 
school.  The  closing  examination  showed  an  excellent  degree  of 
improvement.  Miss  L.  is  well  qualified  to  instruct  and  govern, 
and  tlie  District  were  very  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of 
so  able  and  deserving  a  teacher  as  Miss  L. 

The  Winter  School  was  kept  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Abbott,  who  led 
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this  little  school  on  nobly.  If  the  scholars  in  this  District  ever 
perform  a  better  or  more  profitable  winter's  work  in  the  school- 
room, they  will  be  extremely  fortunate.  From  the  beginning 
to  the  close  of  the  term  Mr.  A's  maxim  was  thorouffhness  of 
9tudy ;  acting  on  this,  No.  21  did  bravely.  On  the  day  of  ex- 
amination there  was  that  readiness  and  exactness  on  the  part  of 
the  scholars  which  showed  that  every  study  had  been  explained, 
and  the  quality  and  not  the  juanty  of  study  had  been  the  lum 
through  the  winter.  As  a  natural  result  the  school  was  a  decid- 
ed success.  The  closing  examination  was  largely  attended  and 
an  were  satisfied  that  No.  21  was  on  the  right  road  to  perma- 
nent prosperity.  Mr.  A.  is  a  young,  but  capable  teacher,  and 
we  predict  he  will  give  satisfaction  wherever  a  school  is  fortunate 
enough  to  have  him  for  its  teacher. 

District  No.  22. 

The  Summer  School  was  taught  by  Miss  Anna  M.  Ames, 
who  apparently  labored  long  and  patiently  to  bring  the  school  to 
a  true  appreciation  of  their  advantages  and  privileges,  but  not 
90  successfully  as  your  Committee  desired.  We  are  aware  there 
are  many  drawbacks,  such  as  great  irregularity  in  attendance, 
want  of  proper  interest  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  and  still 
other  causes,  yet  the  school  was  not  what  it  should  be.  The 
scholars  need  wakening  up.  Possessing,  as  a  majority  do,  quick 
and  active  minds,  there  is  no  reason  why  this  school  should  not 
stand  first  on  the  lists.  The  summer  term  passed  pleasantly 
and  the  closing  examination  showed  in  some  branches,  what  with 
discipline  and  application  might  have  been  accomplished  in  all 
the  branches  pursued.  Let  us  have  more  interest  among  the 
parents,  a  desire  to  keep  the  children  at  school  more  punctually 
during  school  hours,  and  while*  there  be  urged  to  apply  them- 
selves continually  to  study — to  obey  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  teacher,  and  many  defects  in  the  school  will  be  remedied. 
We  cannot  hope  for  a  full  remedy  however,  till  the  shanty  bar- 
barously called  a  school-house  is  torn  down  and  a  new  and  suit- 
able structure  built  in  its  place.  We  pity  the  poor  victims  who 
are  compelled  to  sit  day  after  day  on  ihe  hard  planks  in  that 
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bouse,  and  suffer  from  the  mconvoniencos  of  rain  in  summer  and 
snow  in  ^yintcr  as  they  blow  through  its  crazy  sides,  and  when 
freed  from  its  inhospitable  walls  be  obliged  to  play  in  the  unm- 
viting  yard  which  serves  the  double  purpose  of  a  play-ground 
and  graveyard.  Friends,  a  few  dollars  will  ^ve  you  a  neat  and 
convenient  house  with  a  suitable  and  tasty  yard,  such  as  should 
be  built  in  so  conspicuous  a  spot  as  the  school-house  occupies. 
Do  this,  and  you  will  be  surprised  at  the  change  it  will  make  in 
your  children.  They  will  improve  enough  to  pay  the  cost  of 
the  building  the  first  year. 

The  Winter  School  was  kept  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Wales.  The 
school  was  not  what  it  should  be.  With  a  few  exceptions  the 
classes  were  failures.  There  was  a  lack  of  interest  in  Uie  studies 
pursued  and  most  of  the  talent  and  energy  of  the  school  remained 
undeveloped.  Mr.  W.  has  not  the  activity  and  enthusiasm  to 
make  a  successful  teacher ;  perhaps  age  and  experience  may 
correct  this  failing.  This  school  needs  untiring  zeal  and  activ- 
ity in  a  teacher ;  without  these  qualities  the  school  will  never  be 
profitable  to  the  District.  There  is  evidently  talent  enough  in 
the  school  to  make  it  one  of  the  first  in  the  Ward ;  it  wants 
dcvelopemcnt  only.  Let  a  real  live,  wide  awake  teacher  go 
into  the  school,  determined  to  govern  as  well  as  instruct,  and 
No.  22  will  do  such  credit  to  itself  as  it  can  and  ought  to  do. 

B.  E,  BADGER, 

S.  S.  Committee  of  Ward  Two. 


WARD   THREE. 


District  No.  3. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  the  Third  School 
District  in  the  city  of  Concord,  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing as  their  Annual  Report. 

ITie  past  year  has  been  one  of  success  and  prosperity,  and 
parents  have  been  zealous  and  attentive  to  the  welfare  of  our 


15 

schools,  an  example  we  hope  will  be  followed  for  years  to  come. 
Our  Prudential  Committee  was  successful  in  securing  able  and 
eflScient  teachers,  who  were  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  re- 
sponsible duties  devolving  upon  them,  and  their  labors,  though 
arduous,  and  many  times  difficult,  requiring  wisdom  and  discre- 
tion, have  been  crowned  with  a  success  which  has  not  been 
witnessed  here  for  several  years.  The  arrangement  of  the 
classes,  the  good  order  and  correct  deportment  of  the  scholars 
elicited  the  approval  of  all  who  visited  them  during  the  terms, 
and  in  the  closing  examinations.  The  government  of  the  schools 
was  happily  maintained,  mainly  on  the  principle  of  self-govern- 
ment and  moral  suasion,  with  only  a  single  instance  during  the 
year,  of  a  thoughtless  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
scholars.  The  Primary  and  Intermediate  classes,  were  fwth- 
fully  instructed  and  received  that  attention  which  their  impor- 
tance demands.  The  advanced  classes  were  attentive  and  stu- 
dious, giving  good  heed  to  the  wishes  of  the  teachers,  and  in  a 
satisfactory  and  practical  manner,  able  to  explain  the  principles 
of  their  several  studies. 

At  the  closing  examinations,  both  in  the  Summer  and  Winter 
Terms  the  exercises  were  of  a  high  order,  and  the  house  was 
filled  with  interested  and  attentive  visitors  who  were  pleased 
with  the  order,  stillness  and  scholar-like  appearance  of  the 
schools.  The  teachers  also  deserve  a  rich  reward  for  the  ability 
and  promptness  with  which  they  conducted  the  examinations 
and  their  devoted  attention  to  common  education. 

The  above  we  believe  to  be  a  fair  representation  of  our 
schools,  although  we  have  some  faults  which  need  to  be  corrected, 
and  these,  like  weeds  in  a  rich  soil,  can  only  be  eradicated  by 
persevering  cfibrt  and  attention. 

Miss  Addie  M.  Davis  taught  the  Summer  and  Winter  Terms 
of  12  weeks  each  in  the  First  Division.  The  whole  number  of 
scholars  in  the  Summer  Term,  was  44,  the  average  40.  The 
whole  number  in  the  Winter  Term  was  60,  the  average  44. 

Miss  Mary  C.  Carter  taught  the  Summer  and  Winter  Terms 
in  the  Second  Division.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  the 
Summer  was  50,  average  43.  The  whole  number  in  the  Winter 
Term,  was  50,  average  46. 
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STATISTICS. 

Amount  of  School  Order,  8S40  70 

Number  of  Schools  in  Summer, S 

Number  of  Schools  in  Winter, 1 

Number  of  Scholars  in  First  Division,  Summer  and  Winter  Tenni, 94 

Number  of  Scholars  in  Second  Division,  Summer  and  Winter  Terms, 100 

Average  attendance  hi  First  Division, 84 

Average  attendance  in  Second  Division, 89 

Length  of  schools  in  weeks,  both  in  Summer  and  Winter, 12 

Wages  of  Female  Teachers  in  Summer  Term,  exclusive  of  board, 

per  week, $3  00 

Wages  of  Female  Teachers  in  Winter  Term,  exclusive  of  board, 

per  week, S5  00 

Scholars  between  4  and  1 6  years  of  age  attending  not  less  than  two 

weeks,  including  First  and  Second  Division,  in  Summer  Term,. ...    89 

Scholars  over  16  years  of  age, 5 

Scholars  4  years  of  age  and  upwards  attending  not  less  than  two 

weeks,  including  both  Divisions  in  the  Summer  Term, 94 

Average  attendance, 84 

Scholars  between  4  and  16  years  of  age  attending  not  less  than  two 

weeks,  including  both  Divisions  in  the  Winter  Term, 63 

Scholars  over  16  years  of  age,  &g., 13 

Scholars  attending  not  less  than  two  weeks,  4  years  of  age  and  up- 
wards, &c.,  100 

Average, 90 

SUMMER  TERM. 

No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Iteading,. . .  .44+50=94 
No.  Scholars  in  lK)th  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Penmanship,. 26+20=46 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Spelling,. . .  .44+50=94 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Arithmetic,.  .37+33=70 
Na  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Alj^cbra,  ....  6+  4=10 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Grammar,. .  .12+13=85 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Geography,.  .10+21=31 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Composition,.  12+12=44 

No.  Scholars  in  Ijoth  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  History, 11+  5=16 

No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Physiology,. .  3+  1=  4 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  other  studies,  0+  8=  8 

No.  visits  of  Superintending  School  Committee, 6 

No.  visits  of  Prudential  Commiittee, 4 

No.  visits  of  Citizens  and  others, 178 

WINTER  TERM. 

No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Reading,  49+50=99 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Spelling,. . .  .49+50=99 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Penmanship,. 26+28=54 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Arithmetic,.  .44+44=88 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Algebra, ....  4-j-  5=  • 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Grammar,. .  .15+19=34 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Geography,. .  9+13=^ 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Composition,.  6+14=^ 

No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  History, 17+  9=26 

No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  Physiology, . .  6+  2=  8 
No.  Scholars  in  both  Divisions  who  have  attended  to  other  studies,  1 

No.  visits  of  Superintending  School  Committee, 8 

No.  visits  of  Prudential  Committee, 6 

No.  visits  of  Citixens  and  others, 146 
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LIST    OF    TEXT-BOOKS. 

Bible ;  Sargent's  Series  of  Beaders ;  Webster's  Speller ;  Adams',  Grcenleaf' s, 
Colbnrn's  and  Holbrook's  Arithmetic ;  Weld*s  Grammar  and  Parsins^  Book; 
Colton  &  Fitch's  Series  of  Geopraphies ;  Davie's  Algebra ;  Johnston's  Phil- 
osophy j  History  of  the  United  States ;  Duntonian  Series  of  Writing  Books. 

SIMEON  ABBOTT, 

DANIEL  IIOLDEN,  Superintending 

DAVID  ABBOTT,  [        School 

CHANDLER  EASTMAN,        Committee. 
STEPHEN  CARLTON, 

West  Concord,  N.  H.,  March  2,  1860. 


District  No.  4. 

The  Summer  School  of  eight  weeks  -was  taught  by  Miss 
Annette  N.  Patterson,  of  Contoocookville.  It  was  visited  but 
once  as  notice  was  not  given  at  the  close.  The  school  appeared 
well  at  the  commencement. 

The  Winter  Terra  of  seven  weeks,  was  taught  by  Mr.  Gran- 
ville Yager.  It  was  his  second  term  in  this  District,  and  he 
fully  sustained  his  reputation  as  a  successful  teacher.  The 
order  was  good,  and  the  progress  as  good  as  could  be  expected 
in  so  short  a  time.  The  examination  was  satisfactory.  Nearly 
all  of  the  scholars  took  part  in  the  exercises  of  Composition  and 
Declamation,  and  gave  some  good  specimens  of  both  in  the  ex- 
amination. The  improvement  in  Reading  was  especially  noticed. 
The  examination  was  well  attended  by  the  people  of  the  District. 

District  No.  5. 

The  Summer  School  of  ten  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  Sarali 
M.  Tilton^  of  Fremont.  She  entered  upon  her  duties  with 
ardor,  and  the  progress  made  in  the  studies  pursued  was  good. 
There  were  but  eight  scholars,  and  oi.ly  one  over  ten  years  of 
age.  The  examination  was  very  creditable  for  so  t^mall  scholars. 
Some  good  Declamations  and  Recitations  were  given.  The 
school-room  was  profusely  decorated  with  festoons  of  leaves, 
bouquets,  wreaths  and  vases  of  flowers  arranged  with  much 
taste,  which  added  greatly  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  scene. 
2 
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Tlio  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Anna  S.  Gay,  of  New 
London.  She  discharged  the  duties  of  her  vocation  with  an 
earnestness  and  enthusiasm  which  could  not  fail  to  awaken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  scholars  for  their  studies,  and  result  in  rapid 
progress.  There  were  but  eleven  instances  of  tardiness  during 
the  term  of  twelve  weeks,  the  last  two  of  which  wore  supported 
by  the  District  after  the  school  money  was  expended.  The 
examination  evinced  that  the  instruction  was  of  the  most  thorough 
kind,  and  that  pupils  were  rec^uired  to  completely  master  one 
lesson,  before  proceeding  with  another.  The  classes  appeared 
finely,  particularly  in  Arithmetic  and  Algebra.  Composition  and 
Declamation  formed  a  part  of  the  exercises,  and  some  excellent 
Declamations  and  Recitations  were  given  at  the  examination, 
which  was  attended  by  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
District  and  others. 

GEORGE  W.  FLANDERS, 

S.  S.  Committee  of  Ward  Three. 


WAllD   FOUll. 


District  No.  6. 

The  school  in  the  Fourth  Ward  commenced  Aug.  11,  1859, 
and  cloifeJ  January  14,  1800.  This  time  was  divided  into  two 
terms  of  ten  weeks  each,  with  an  interval  of  two  weeks  vacation. 
Eight  scholars  were  in  attendance  the  first  term  and  seven  the 
second.  Instruction  was  given  in  the  common  branches  of 
study,  and  also  in  Algebra,  Physiologj',  Natural  Wiilosophy  and 
Mental  Philosophy.  At  the  public  examination,  as  also  in  the 
occasional  visits  of  the  Superintending  Committee,  the  evidences 
of  devotion  to  study  and  of  zeal  and  success  in  teaching  were 
many  and  gratifying.  The  school  is  therefore  reported  as  hav- 
ing maintained  the  high  character  it  had  acquired  in  a  previous 
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year  under  the  care  of  the  same  laborious  teacher,  Miss  Lizzie 
E.  Smart.  With  a  now  and  nicely  furnished  school  house,  a 
monument  of  the  noble  liberality  of  the  District,  and  a  willing- 
ness to  sustain  the  well  qualified  accomplished  teacher,  the 
school  in  this  Ward  will  sustain  its  present  high  position  among 
the  schools  of  the  city. 

D.  PATTEN, 

S.  S.  Committee  of  Ward  Four. 


WARD    SEVEN. 


District  No.  7. 

The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  F.  Stevens, 
who  had  previously  taught  in.  this  District.  She  is  well  quali- 
fied to  teach  and  govern  in  a  mild  and  pleasant  manner  which 
secures  the  respect  and  lovo  of  her  scholars,  and  enables  her  to 
preserve  good  order  with  little  effort. 

The  Winter  Term  of  ten  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  Sophronia 
Webster,  with  very  good  success.  Miss  W.  is  an  energetic  and 
experienced  teacher,  faithful  and  untiring  in  her  efforts  to  pro- 
mote the  highest  good  of  her  pupils.  The  reading  in  this  school, 
particularly  in  the  higher  classes,  was  excellent,  special  pains 
being  taken  by  the  teacher  in  that  branch.  Owing  to  the  ex- 
treme inclemency  of  the  weather  on  the  day  of  examination, 
your  Committee  did  not  attend,  but  have  been  informed  by  those 
present  that  the  exercises  were  higlily  interesting  and  satisfac- 
tory to  all  who  witnessed  them. 

District  No.  8. 

This  School,  (Summer  Term  of  twelve  weeks  and  Winter 
Term  of  thirteen  weeks,)  was  taught  by  Miss  Anna  S.  Gay, 
who  had  previously  taught  in  this  District.    Miss  G.  is  an  ex- 
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cellent  scholar  and  successful  teacher.  Good  order  prevuled 
and  good  improvement  was  made.  It  is  doubtless  a  good  prac- 
tice to  employ  the  same  teacher  for  several  termSy  when  it  is 
found  that  they  give  general  satisfaction.  As  they  become 
acquainted  with  the  dispositions  and  abilities  of  their  scholars, 
they  arc  better  qualified  to  conduct  the  school  to  the  best  adran- 
tagc.  The  house  in  this  District  is  hardly  deserving  the  name 
— it  is  neither  comfortable,  convenient,  or  decent  in  appearance, 
especially  for  a  District  so  abundantly  able  to  have  a  good  house. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  another  winter  they  will  provide  a 
suitable  house,  and  furnish  it  in  a  proper  manner. 

DiSTiacT  No.  16. 

This  school  is  small,  but  one  of  the  best  in  the  "Ward.  The 
Summer  and  Fall  Terms,  of  eight  weeks  each,  were  taught  by 
Miss  M.  C.  Davis,  who  is  an  excellent  teacher  in  every  respect 
We  have  never  witnessed  so  great  improvement  in  any  school, 
in  the  same  length  of  time,  as  was  manifest  in  this.  We  think 
that  there  is  an  actual  saving  in  money  and  time  by  employing 
good  teachers,  even  if  you  pay  them  double  for  their  services. 
A  new  school-room  is  much  needed  in  this  District. 

District  No.  18. 

The  Summer  Tci-m  of  eleven  weeks,  and  Winter  Term  of 
nine  weeks,  were  taught  by  Miss  Persis  A.  Seavcy,  who  has  had 
considerable  experience  in  teaching.  She  is  well  qualified,  and 
is  an  industrious  and  hard  working  teacher.  She  governed  and 
taught  this  school,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Ward,  with 
good  success.  A  good  degree  of  improvement  was  manifested 
at  the  close  in  all  the  branches.  The  house  in  this  District  is 
nearly  new,  of  the  modern  style,  neat,  comfortable  and  conven- 
ient, an  ornament  to  the  neighborhood,  and  a  credit  to  the 
citizens  of  the  District. 

District  No.  23. 

This  is  a  small  school,  most  of  the  scholars  belon^ng  to  the 
town  of  Bow.     The  Summer  Tenn  of  eleven  weeks  was  taught 
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by  Miss  Anna  E.  C.  Watson,  a  teacher  of  considerable  experi- 
ence, and  who  keeps  a  fine  school.  Her  manner  of  conducting 
her  school  is  such  that  makes  it  interesting  and  pleasant  to  her 
scholars,  and  enables  her  to  nuuntain  good  order  in  an  easy  and 
pleasant  manner.  The  examination  at  the  close  of  her  school 
was  creditable  to  both  teacher  and  pupils ;  the  exercises  in  sing- 
ing, compositions,  recitations,  &;c.,  wdre  particularly  interesting. 
The  Winter  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Lydia  C.  Johnson,  who 
18  an  experienced  and  successful  teacher.  Not  being  informed 
of  the  time,  we  were  not  present  at  the  examination,  but  hear 
the  school  highly  spoken  of  by  residents  of  the  Dbtrict. 

District  No.  24. 

This  District  is  formed  by  a  union  with  a  portion  of  Hopkin- 
ton.  The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Angelia  G.  Haw- 
thorne, who  is  a  teacher  of  superior  abilities.  Neatness  and 
good  order  prevsuled,  and  good  improvement  was  made  in  all  the 
branches  taught. 

The  Winter  Term  of  eleven  weeks,  was  taught  by  Miss  M. 
0.  Davis.  The  same  earnestness  and  fidelity  which  have  here- 
tofore characterized  her  efibrts  as  a  teacher  were  manifest  in 
tiiis  schooK  and  good  improvement  was  made.  Great  credit  is 
due  to  the  citizens  of  the  District  for  the  interest  taken  in  regard 
to  their  school,  not  only  by  providing  a  beautiful  house  with  the 
necessary  appurtenances,  but  also  by  their  presence  in  the 
school-room. 

NATHAN  W.  GOVE, 

S.  S.  Committee  of  Ward  Seven. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


Tho  Board  of  Education  respectfully  present  this,  their 
FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  Union  School  District. 
The  Legislature  at  its  last  session  passed  an  Act  authorizing 
this  District  to  elect  a  Board  of  Education,  to  take  effect  from 
its  passage  and  bo  in  force  when  adopted  by  the  District.  This 
act  was  as  follows : 

AN  ACT  AUTHORIZING  UNION   SCHOOL  DISTRICT   IN   CONCORD 
TO  ELECT  A  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in 
General  Court  convened: 

Section  1.  That  Union  School  District  in  the  City  of  Con- 
cord, in  the  county  of  Merrimack,  a  school  district  duly  organ- 
ized under  the  statute  of  this  State,  known  as  the  Somersworth 
Act,  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  at  any  legal 
meeting  duly  notified  for  the  purpose,  to  choose  by  ballot,  and 
by  major  vote  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said  district  present  and 
voting,  a  Board  of  Education,  consisting  of  nine  legal  voters  of 
said  district ;  three  of  whom  shall  hold  oflSce  one  year,  three  for 
two  years,  and  three  for  three  years,  from  March,  1859,  and 
until  others  are  duly  elected  and  qualified  in  their  stead ;  the 
term  of  oflSco  of  each  to  be  determined  by  lot  at  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  Board,  and  a  record  thereof  made.  Three  members 
of  said  Board  of  Education  shall  bo  chosen  annually,  at  every 
annual  meeting  of  said  district  after  the  first  choice  of  said 
Board  as  aforesaid,  by  ballot,  and  major  vote  of  the  qualified 
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voters  of  said  ^tricfc  present  and  voting,  to  fill  the  vacancies 
that  will  annually  occur  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office 
of  three  of  the  incumbents,  and  hold  office  for  three  years,  and 
until  others  shall  be  duly  elected  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 
Sdd  Board  of  Education  shall  have  the  care  and  custody  of  all 
the  property  belonging  to  the  district,  shall  employ  teachers  and 
fix  their  compensation,  have  the  control  and  management  of  the 
schools  of  the  district,  and  examine  and  allow  all  claims  arising 
therefrom ;  and  generally  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  the  power  and 
authority,  and  perform  all  the  duties  by  law  pertaining  to  the 
offices  of  Prudential  and  Superintending  School  Committees  of 
school  districts  organized  under  the  Somersworth  Act.  They 
shall  bo  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties,  shall 
choose  a  President  and  Secretary  of  their  own  Board ;  hold 
meetings  as  oflen  as  necessary  to  fulfil  their  duties,  and  keep  a 
record  of  all  their  proceedings  in  books  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose, at  the  expense  of  said  district.  They  shall  i-eceive  no 
compensation  for  their  services  in  managing  the  prudential, 
financial,  and  educational  affairs  of  the  district,  but  may  appoint 
an  agent  or  agents  to  provide  fuel,  furniture,  and  other  necessa- 
ries for  the  accommodation  of  the  various  schools  of  the  district, 
who  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the  district  may  deter- 
mine ;  and  the  Board  may  receive  such  compensation  for  per- 
forming the  duties  of  Superintending  School  Committee  for  S£ud 
Union  District,  as  the  City  of  Concord  may  think  proper  to 
allow  them  for  those  services,  to  be  apportioned  among  themselves 
according  to  the  services  rendered  by  each  in  that  capacity. 

Sec.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  its  passage,  and  be  in 
force  whenever  adopted  by  said  Union  School  District  in  Con- 
cord, at  any  legal  meeting  thereof  duly  notified  for  that  purpose. 

Approved^  June  23, 1859. 

A  meeting  duly  warned  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  district  was 
holden  on  the  10th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1859,  at  which  the 
aforesaid  act  was  adopted,  and  a  Board  of  Education  consisting 
of  nine  legal  voters  of  said  district  were  elected  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  contained  in  the  same.    The  Board  thus 
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elected  was  organized  on  the  17th  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
1859,  since  which  time  the  schools  of  the  district  have  been 
under  its  superintendence  and  control.  Regular  meetings  of  the 
Board  are  holden  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month,  and  spe- 
cial meetings  at  such  other  times  as  circumstances  may  require. 

For  facilitating  the  accomplishment  of  its  duties  the  schools 
have  been  separated  by  the  Board  into  four  divisions,  respectively 
embracing  those  in  the  Northern,  Central  and  Southern  sections 
of  the  district  and  the  High  School.  The  supervision  of  each 
division  has  been  assigned  to  a  committee  whose  duty  it  is  to 
visit  and  examine  all  the  schools  in  its  division,  at  least  once  in 
each  month,  and  submit  a  written  report  of  their  condition  to 
the  whole  Board  at  its  next  monthly  meeting. 

From  information  thus  obtained,  and  from  Registers  carefully 
kept  by  the  several  teachers  the  following  report  of  the  condition 
of  our  schools  is  drawn. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  upon  our  schools 
the  past  year  has  been  seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

The  whole  number  of  schools  has  been  twenty-three,  consist- 
ing of  one  High  School,  three  Grammar,  seven  Intermediate 
and  eleven  Primary  schools,  besides  one  school  of  a  mixed  grade. 
These  have  been  in  session  38  weeks. 

The  High  School  has  been  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
Henry  E.  Sawyer,  assisted  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Currier  and  Miss 
Harriette  Carter.  This  school  has  been  growing  in  exceUence 
from  year  to  year  and  is  now  fairly  entitled  to  a  high  rank 
among  other  schools  of  similar  grade  throughout  the  State. 
Frequent  visits  by  members  of  the  Board  have  revealed  not  only 
a  commendable  studiousness  and  praiseworthy  deportment  on  the 
part  of  its  pupils,  but  a  thoroughness  of  instruction  by  its  teach- 
ers, which,  patiently  afforded  from  day  to  day,  has  just  shown 
most  satisfactory  results  at  the  protracted  public  examination  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  Twelve  young  ladies,  having  completed 
prescribed  courses  of  study  and  passed  satisfactory  examinations 
in  the  same,  were  at  that  time  admitted  to  graduation  and  re- 
ceived honorable  testimonials  from  the  Board. 

If  the  Board  have  apprehended  aright  the  desires  of  the 


citizens  of  this  district,  it  is  that  this  school  may  lie  adeijuatc  to 
a  full  preparation  of  its  pupils  for  the  successful  Jlscharire  of 
most  of  the  business  and  social  duties  of  life,  and  to  fit  for 
admission  to  college  such  of  them  as  may  wish  to  enter. 

The  following  Course  of  Studj  is  presented  as  embracing 
moBi  of  the  branches  to  be  pursued,  subject  to  such  modification 
as  necessity  may  requii^ : 

SYNOPSIS   OF   STUDIES. 


YXAR. 

First  Tbbk. 

Thirb  Tbbm. 

I 

Physical  Geography, 

General  History, 

Latin  Oram'r  &  Lessons, 

or 
English  Grammar. 

History, 
Latin, 
or 
English  Analysis. 

Algebra, 
History, 
Latin 
or 
Botany. 

U 

Geometry, 
Latin 

or 
Algebra, 
Natural  Philosophy 

or 
Greek. 

Geometrr, 
TAtin      * 

or 
Algebra, 
Natural  Philosophy  and 

Chemistry  or 
Greek. 

Arithmetic, 
Latin 

or 
Geometry, 
Chemistry 

or 
Greek. 

m 

Latin 

or 
Trigonometry, 
Geology 

or 
Greek, 
Algebra 

or 
Astronomy, 
French. 

Latin 

or 
Sunreying, 
Algebra,  Greek 

or 
Astronomy, 
Rhetoric, 
French. 

Latin 

or 
Surveying, 
Geometry 

or 
Greek, 
Rhetoric, 
French. 

IV 

Moral  Philosophy, 
Astronomy, 

f  rencn. 

Astronomy  &  Intellect- 
ual Philosophy, 
English  Literature, 
Natural  Theology, 
French. 

Intellectual  Philosophy, 
English  Literature, 
French, 
Reviews. 

Compositions,  Declamations,  and  other  General  Exercises  throughout  the 
Course.    lAtin  and  G^reek  may  be  continued  through  the  Fourth  Year. 

For  a  clear  illustration  of  many  of  the  principles  of  the  Nat- 
ural Sciences  taught  in  this  school,  a  chemical  and  philosophical 
apparatus  is  necessary.  An  accurate  comprehension  of  many 
of  ihem  cannot  well  be  gained  without  it.  The  apparatus 
required  is  not  extensive  and  may  be  obtained  at  a  moderate 
expense.  Its  purchase  is  respectfully  commended  to  the  favor- 
able confflderation  of  lihe  district. 

The  Grrammar  Schools  have  been  three  in  number.  There 
has  been  one  in  each  of  the  New  Brick  School-Houses^  and  one 
in  the  High  School  building.  The  latter  has,  for  several  years, 
been  most  successfully  taught  by  Miss  Carrie  A.  George.    Shi^ 
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loft  Concord  at  tho  close  of  the  last  term  to  pursue  her  avocation 
in  an  important  city  in  Massachusetts,  where  we  doubt  not  she 
will  soon  win  the  high  regard  ever  accorded  her  while  here. 

The  two  others  have  been  under  the  instruction  of  male  teach- 
ers during  the  whole  of  the  past  year.  Mr.  Paltiah  Brown, 
assisted  a  portion  of  the  year  by  Miss  Mary  W.  Chickering,  has 
had  charge  of  the  one  kept  in  the  Mcrriqiack  School  House,  and 
Mr.  James  W.  Webster  of  the  one  kept  in  the  Rumford  School 
House.  The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  most  clearly  dem- 
onstrated the  importance  of  intinisting  these  schools  to  perma- 
nent male  teachers.  Heretofore  male  instructors  have  been 
employed  in  those  schools  during  the  Winter  terms  only.  The 
usual  evils  of  a  frequent  change  of  teachers  have  consequently 
been  constantly  experienced.  Aside  from  the  benefits  secured 
to  these  schools  from  the  appointment  of  permanent  masters,  the 
presence  of  a  male  teacher  in  each  of  them  has  been  found  sal- 
utary to  tho  discipline  of  tho  schools  of  a  lower  grade  in  other 
apartments  of  the  same  building. 

No  schools  in  the  district  have  made  greater  advances  in  im- 
provement during  the  last  year  than  the  two  Grammar  Schooh 
taught  by  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Webster.  They  have  been 
under  permanent  teachers.  A  more  systematic  course  of  study 
has  been  pursued.  Tlie  better  accommodations  afforded  by  the 
new  houses  have  exerted  a  happy  moral  influence  upon  the  pupils 
and  increased  greatly  the  facilities  of  instruction.  Tho  chief 
cause  of  their  advancement,  however,  must  be  sought  in  the 
earnest  and  persevering  labors  of  tliese  gentlemen  to  promote 
tho  interests  of  the  schools  severally  intrusted  to  their  manage- 
ment. 

There  have  been  seven  Intermediate  Schools,  distributed 
throughout  the  district  in  the  same  manner  as  last  year.  There 
has  been  one  school  of  this  grade  in  the  North  Brick  School 
House,  taught  by  Miss  Orra  A.  George,  and  another  in  the 
Merrimack  School  House,  under  tho  instruction  of  Miss  M.  A. 
Prcscott.  Miss  H.  S.  Edmunds  and  Miss  E.  J.  Goodwin  have 
each  had  charge  of  an  Intermediate  School  in  the  High  School 
building,  while  Miss  M.  A.  Eaton  has  instructed  another  in  the 
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School  House  at  the  corner  of  West  and  State  streets,  and  Miss 
Mjra  Elliot  still  another  in  the  Ramford  School  House.  Miss 
L.  E.  Tonkin  has  also  had  charge  of  one  in  the  School  House 
on  Myrtle  street. 

Without  alluding  particularly  to  any  one  of  these,  the  general 
remark  should  not  be  omitted  that  they  have  all  been  satisfacto- 
rily taught  and  a  good  measure  of  success  has  been  the  result. 

The  Primary  Schools  have  nearly  equalled  in  number  those 
of  all  other  grades  combined.  These  have  been  located  and 
taught  the  past  year  as  follows :  one  in  the  North  Brick  School 
House,  by  Miss  Annie  M.  Moulton ;  one  in  the  Merrimack  School 
House,  by  Miss  E.  S.  Tilden ;  two  in  the  house  on  Union  Street, 
by  Mrs.  S.  R  Crockett  and  Miss  B.  A.  Currier ;  one  in  the 
High  School  House,  by  Miss  E.  F.  Ordway ;  and  two  in  the 
house  on  Spring  Street,  one  by  Miss  M.  W.  Chickering  a  part 
of  the  year,  and  after  her  employment  as  an  Assistant  in  the 
Merrimack  Grammar  School,  by  Miss  Ada  Munroe,  and  the 
other  by  Miss  Laura  Chase  ;  one  in  the  School  House  on  Myrtle 
Street,  by  Miss  Emma  C.  Allen  and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Adams  ;  two  in 
the  Rumford  School  House,  one  by  Miss  M.  E.  Prescott  and 
the  other  by  Mrs.  C.  S.  Adams  and  Miss  S.  A.  Gorrish ;  and 
one  in  the  house  at  the  corner  of  State  and  West  Streets,  by 
Miss  Margaret  A.  Houston. 

Several  of  these  have  been  exceedingly  interesting  schools 
and  the  teachers  are  all  entitled  to  high  commendation  for  their 
earnest  and  successful  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their 
respective  schools.  In  addition  to  these  there  has  been  one 
other  of  a  mixed  grade  in  the  new  School  House  at  the  Eleven 
Lots,  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  J.  Center. 

Any  one  acquainted  with  the  history  and  condition  of  our 
schools  during  the  interval  that  has  followed  the  establishment 
of  the  Union  District,  can  confirm  the  remark  that  their  im- 
provement has  been  constant  and  cheering  to  every  true  friend 
of  popular  education.  But  a  greater  degree  of  advancement 
has  been  made,  perhaps,  the  past  than  during  any  previous  year 
of  this  period.  The  erection  of  the  two  new  Grammar  School 
Houses  in  1858,  has  proved  one  of  the  best  investments  ever 
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made  hj  the  district,  and  ther  year  of  their  erection  will  mark  a 
new  era  in  the  history  of  our  common  schools.  A  fresh  impulse 
has  been  given  to  the  educational  cause  in  the  city  and  its 
friends  now  feel  an  encouragement  to  put  forth  exertions  in  its 
behalf  they  have  not  felt  before.  We  have  now  at  our  control, 
and  nearly  paid  for,  eight  conveniently  arranged,  chastely  finish- 
ed and  well  ventilated  school-rooms,  with  which  we  may  well  be 
satisfied,  and  to  which  we  may  introduce  any  intelligent  stranger 
who  may  chance  to  visit  us  without  apologizing  for  faults  of  con- 
struction or  bad  appearance,  and  when,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
close  of  a  term  or  a  year  the  pupils  gathered  in  them  are  exam- 
ined, we  can  be  present  at  the  exercise  without  having  the 
pleasure  of  the  occasion  marred  by  the  reflection  that  we  have 
denied  them  the  convenient  accommodations  they  have  a  right 
to  claim  at  our  hands. 

But,  as  a  good  many  years  ago,  the  introduction  of  a  stove 
to  the  central  aisle  of  a  certain  New  Hampshire  meeting  house, 
made  the  cold  more  perceptablo  to  some  in  the  remote  comers, 
who,  located  beyond  the  reach  of  ita  influence,  imagined  the 
room  ten  times  colder  than  ever  before,  and  clamored  for  its 
removal,  so  now  the  school-rooms  in  some  of  our  previously  con- 
structed houses  seem  more  inconvenient  and  their  defects  less 
tolerable  than  heretofore.  The  adoption  of  a  graded  system  of 
schools  has  in  several  instances  led  to  the  necessity  of  placing  a 
Primary  school  in  a  room  where  seats  and  desks  were  designed 
for  larger  scholars.  A  physical  discrepancy  has  consequently 
resulted,  alike  fatal  to  the  comfort  of  the  pupils  and  the  quiet  of 
the  school,  and  which  can  be  obviated  only  by  a  better  adapta- 
tion of  the  pupils  to  the  desks  or  of  the  desks  to  the  pupils. 

There  is  too,  a  very  imperfect  ventilation  of  some  of  the 
Primary  school-rooms  and  fresh  air  cannot  be  introduced  without 
an  exposure  of  the  inmates  to  dangerous  drafts.  Good  order 
and  the  health  of  the  pupils  both  suffer  in  consequence.  Alter- 
ations insuring  the  removal  of  these  evils  may  be  made  at  a 
small  expense,  which,  together  with  various  repairs  that  will  be 
found  necessary  upon  examination,  are  referred  to  your  consid- 
eration in  the  hope  that  provision  will  be  made  whereby  they 
may  be  secured  at  an  eary  day. 
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Much  injury  has  resulted  to  our  schools  from  irregularity  of 
attendance.  Several  causes  have  conspired  to  produce  it. 
Sickness  has  been  one  of  them.  Many  of  the  scholars  have 
suffered  from  attacks  of  the  epidemic  sore  throat  that  has  pre- 
vailed extensively  in  the  district  during  the  Winter,  and  to  some 
of  them  it  has  proved  a  fatal  malady.  Another,  and  the  most 
general  too,  has  been  inattention  on  the  part  of  parents  to  the 
prompt  and  constant  attendance  of  their  children  upon  the  reg- 
ular sessions  of  the  schools.  Sometimes  they  have  been  allowed 
to  absent  themselves  merely  to  avoid  some  exercise  of  the  day, 
or  to  be  present  at  a  fair,  a  circus,  a  political  meeting,  or  for 
some  other  reason  of  like  moment.  At  other  times  they  have 
been  detained  at  home  to  render  assistance  to  their  parents  who 
could,  in  most  instances,  far  better  afford  to  forego  their  aid  than 
could  they  to  loose  the  benefits  of  the  school  exercises  of  the 
day. 

A  perfect  classification  of  studies  cannot  be  maintained  in  a 
school  without  a  regular  attendance  upon  its  exercises  by  its 
pupils.  A  frequent  loss  of  lessons  by  a  member  of  a  class 
renders  his  progress  in  the  studies  pursued  difficult.  He  soon 
looses  his  interest,  is  strongly  tempted  to  avoid  recitations, 
becomes  discouraged  ere  long,  and  falls  back  to  classes  less 
advanced,  to  awaken  at  the  end  of  the  year,  by  his  want  of  pro- 
gress, the  disappointment  of  his  friends.  Of  so  serious  a  nature 
is  this  evil  considered  by  the  officers  of  our  colleges  and  higher 
seminaries  of  learning,  that  it  is  not  tolerated,  and  if  persisted 
in,  proves  the  precursor  of  inevitable  dismission.  Could  all 
interested  fully  appreciate  this  and  unite  to  prevent  as  far  as 
possible  the  recurrence  of  the  evil,  incalculable  good  would 
result. 

As  parents  we  should  manifest  a  constant  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  schools.  It  is  not  enough  to  attend  once  a  year  the 
district  meeting,  and  having  devolved  their  management  upon  a 
committee,  adjourn  sine  die  and  think  no  more  of  them  until  the 
year  has  revolved  and  we  are  again  summoned  to  meet  for  a 
like  purpose.  We  do  not  act  thus  with  regard  to  other  interests 
of  far  less  importance,  but  watch  with  care  the  developement  of 
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their  smallest  details.  Yet  what  interest,  if  wo  except  that  of 
our  future  life,  is  of  comracnsurato  importance  with  this,  involv- 
ing as  it  docs  the  triple  welfare  of  our  children,  of  ourselves 
and  of  the  State  ?  If  there  is  any  interest  in  the  community 
that  needs  and  will  compensate  the  general  attention  and  support 
it  is  this.  K  parents  would  take  occasion  more  generally  to 
visit  the  schools  much  good  would  result.  The  teachers,  aware 
that  the  eye  of  the  community  was  upon  them,  would  be  cheered 
and  encouraged  to  more  eamest  efforts.  A  kindly  suggestion 
now  and  then,  offered  in  language  indicating  sympathy  in  their 
arduous  work,  would  not  be  lost.  They  would  be  relieved  of  the 
sad  feeling  that  tliey  were  left  to  carry  alone  the  immense  load 
of  responsibiUty  devolved  upon  them.  Daily  attendance  for  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  whole  period  of  childhood  and  youth, 
is  not  unfrequently  found  irksome  by  the  scholars,  but  the  con- 
stant interest  and  occasional  presence  of  the  parents  at  the 
scene  of  labor  will  do  much  to  render  it  otherwise. 

The  elcvaticn  and  maintenance  of  our  schools  in  a  high  state 
of  excellence  can  result  only  from  the  constant  and  combined 
efforts  of  parents,  teachers  and  pupils.  The  highest  exertions  of 
no  one  or  two  even  of  these  parties  will  secure  this  end.  Let 
us  eschew  therefore,  the  old  custom  too  generally  prevalent  of 
leaving  to  teachers  alone  the  education  of  the  District's  youth, 
to  be  accomplished  in  such  manner  as  may  best  suit  their  inter- 
est, and  all  participating  in  the  great  work,  labor  individually 
and  with  a  will  for  its  attainment,  resting  assured  that  so  far 
forth  as  we  do  it,  we  shall  be  serving  our  day  and  generation 
honorably,  and  that  the  eye  of  Omniscience  will  not  fail  to 
observe  our  efforts. 

IIENRT  E.  PARKER,    ^ 

DAVID  PATTEN, 

JOSIAH  P.  NUTTING,         Board 

CALEB  PARKER, 

JESSE  P.  BANCROFT,  i         of 

PALTIAH  BROWN, 

P.  B.  COGSWELL,  JSducatian. 

ASA  FOWLER, 

JOSEPH  B.  WALKER,^ 

Concord,  March  17, 1860. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  MAYOR 

AT  THB 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  CITY  GOVERNMENT, 
MARCH  20th,  1860. 


GbNTTLEMBN  of  THB  CiTY  COUNCIL  : — 

We  are  reminded  of  our  accountability  to  that  source  from 
which  all  authority  is  derived,  in  a  Republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment, from  the  fact,  that  the  people,  exercising  their  sovereign 
right,  in  conformity  to  a  wise  arrangement,  have  taken  the  con- 
trol of  a&irs  into  their  own  hands,  and  have  reelected  us,  to  the 
responsible  stations  which  we  now  occupy. 

Being  again  elevated  to  the  honor  of  holding  the  office  of 
servant  to  the  whole  people,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  before 
you,  a  brief  oxposS  of  our  municipal  affairs,  that  you  may  be  the 
better  prepared  to  decide  and  act,  in  regard  to  the  present  and 
prospective  wants  of  the  city. 

In  my  last  address  to  the  City  Council,  I  quoted  the  Constitu- 
tion, relative  to  the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  and  to  the  best 
interest  of  the  city  and  country,  as  demanding  the  encourage- 
ment of  literature  and  the  sciences,  all  seminaries  and  public 
schools,  and  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  mechanical  arts,  com- 
merce, trades  and  manufactures,  and  to  inculcate  the  principles 
of  humanity,  economy,  honesty,  punctuality,  sincerity  and 
sobriety.  These  are  the  elements,  that  help  make  up  a  concen- 
trated prosperity,  and  without  a  commingling  of  these,  in  some 
degree,  the  country  would  be  little  better  than  a  barren  waste, 
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inhabited  by  a  degraded  people,  having  no  bond  of  union  and 
no  common  interest  claiming  concert  of  thought  or  action. 

In  assuming  a  municipal  form  of  government,  many  have 
multiplied  their  wants,  their  needs,  and  their  expectations,  be- 
lieving that  in  a  city  the  requirements  and  the  necessities  of  the 
people  are  changed,  losing  sight  of  the  fact,  that  a  town  and  city 
differ  only  in  the  name  of  their  officers,  and  perhaps,  in  the 
latter,  a  more  thoroughly  organized  police.  The  mistake  we 
make  is,  that  wc  ape  the  luxuries  and  fashions,  and  desire  the 
advantages  of  older  and  larger  cities,  without  possessing  their 
compactness,  numbers,  or  taxable  property,  to  sustain  our  mimic 
notions — and  expect  all  these  things  to  flow  on  forever,  without 
a  fountain  head. 

It  isn't  a  city,  j)ci'  «t',  that  will  supply  extravagant  and  im- 
aginary wants,  but  by  the  law  of  compensation,  an  equivalent 
must  be  rendered,  and  we  meet  the  demand,  presented  for  the 
comforts  and  privileges  of  a  city  life,  by  a  tax  on  real  and  per- 
sonal property. 

Our  city  is  t^mall ; — but  visitors  here,  and  travellers,  are  gener 
ally  favorably  impressed  with  its  inviting  ai)pearance  ; — and  its 
central  position,  healthful  location,  natural  scenery,  beautiful 
shade  trees,  the  permanency  of  its  inhabitants,  and  other  ad- 
vantages, combine  to  make  it  a  desirable  place  of  residence. 

We  have  abundant  resources,  from  which  to  supply  everything, 
necessary  to  make  us  comfortable  and  happy,  without  burden- 
some taxation ;  but  these  are  days  of  progress — the  fastest  speed 
of  forty  years  ago,  would  be  decidedly  a  "slow  coach"  now, 
consei[uentIy  there  is  a  great  deal  of  wear  and  tear  of  machinery 
in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  times,  and  the  expenses  increase  in 
an  inverse  ratio.  When  the  collector  calls,  complaints  are  made 
about  the  extravagance  of  the  city  government.  The  fact  is,  if 
peoi)le  would  pay  in  proportion  to  their  wants,  there  would  be  less 
murmuring  about  taxes,  or  a  less  demand  for  special  improve- 
ment. There  should  be  more  general  interest,  and  less  private 
speculation ;  more  of  a  desire  for  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number,  and  less  scrambling  for  the  perfection  of  any 
particular  three  rods  front ;  more  concentration  of  action  and 


harmony  of  feeling  on  the  subject  of  making  our  city  what  it 
should  be,  and  less  local  interest  and  personal  aggrandizement ; 
more  of  the  ouvj  and  less  of  the  mine — in  brief,  it  should  be  an 
active,  living  principle,  rather  than  a  tacit  acknowledgment  that 
"  all  are  but  parts  of  one  stupendous  whole." 

The  annual  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  together 
with  other  reports  relating  to  the  aflfairs  of  the  city,  for  the  year 
ending  Feb.  1, 1860,  has  been  published,  and  to  the  matters 
therein  contained,  I  need  not  make  particular  reference.  There 
are  other  interests  of  paramount  importance,  not  mentioned  in 
the  report,  which  it  may  be  profitable  for  us  to  consider. 

Progress  with  us  is  an  inherent  principle — it  is  stamped  on 
our  every  feature,  it  is  seen  at  every  turn ;  ""^Uxcehior^'  is  writ- 
ten on  the  outward  wall ; — which  in  Anglo-Saxon,  means  some- 
thing more  than  moving,  without  a  motive,  or  pressing  forward, 
without  a  why,  or  a  wherefore.  There  must  be  a  corresponding 
fitness  of  things.  In  the  Now  England  character,  the  moral 
and  intellectual  faculties  are  blended  together.  Education  and 
moral  culture  go  hand  in  hand, — and  it  is  painful  to  add,  that  the 
vices  are  not  far  behind,  embellished  with  scientific  cuts  and 
illustrations,  to  make  them  the  more  alluring. 

A  thorough  educational  training  of  the  young, — moulding  their 
hearts  and  minds  to  the  principles  of  honesty,  industry  and 
sobriety, — is  our  only  safety.  Give  me  the  care  for,  and  the 
interest  in,  the  Public  Schools  of  a  town  or  country,  and  you 
give  me  a  synopsis  of  the  prosperity  and  moral  character  of  the 
inhabitants.  It  is  believed  that  our  schools  are  at  present  in  a 
prosperous,  progressive  and  healthy  condition  ;  but  what  I  wish 
to  say,  mainly,  in  this  place,  is,  that  there  is  a  large  number  of 
boys  and  girls,  particularly  in  this  part  of  the  city,  who  either 
play  truant,  or  make  no  attempt  to  attend  school,  at  all.  These 
youths  soon  become  initiated  into  all  the  tricks  and  technicalities 
of  moral  obliquity,  and  are  used  by  the  older  and  more  hardened 
in  crime,  as  deeoy  ducks^  to  replenish  the  haunts  of  vice  with 
new  victims.  Is  it  not  clearly  our  duty,  to  devise  some  effectual 
means  by  which  these  children  shall  be  compelled  to  attend 
school  ?     Show  me  a  city  where  such  regulations  are,  and  have 


been,  strictly  complied  with,  and  I  will  show  you  a  veiy  brief 
police  record. 

The  Public  Library  is  the  established  school,  for  the  older 
portion  of  community,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  it  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  purchasing  committee,  to  buy  such  books, 
as,  being  read,  shall  leave  a  good  impression,  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. Books  are  made  in  a  hurry  in  these  days — there  being 
much  more  solicitude  felt  by  book-makers,  relative  to  the  time 
when,  a  publication  shall  appear,  than  to  the  quality,  when  it  is 
ready  for  sale. 

I  have  once  referred  to  the  Police  Record,  as  being  modified 
and  abbreviated  by  the  education  of  the  young.  Besides  ignor- 
ance, there  is  one  other  evil  in  our  midst,  of  very  long  standing; 
claiming  to  have  originated  from  the  ancient  and  powerful 
Dynasty,  the  House  of  Bacchus.  Institute  a  remedy  for  these 
two,  and  said  record  would  be  nearly  a  clean  page.  I  allude  to 
the  use,  and  sale  of  into.xicating  drinks.  One  year  ago,  on  a 
similar  occasion,  I  expressed  my  views  on  this  subject.  Another 
year's  experience  has  brought  no  new  light  to  my  mind,  and  I 
might  with  great  propriety,  repeat  what  I  then  said,  as  the  sum 
of  all  I  have  to  say,  relative  to  this  matter.  It  was  true  then, 
it  is  true  now  ;  and  whether  temperance  men  believe  it  or  not, 
whenever  they  have  had  sufficient  experience,  to  bring  them  to  a 
right  appreciation  of  the  subject,  they  will  acknowledge  the  sound- 
ness of  the  sentiments  I  then  uttered. 

It  is  easier  to  find  fault,  than  to  correct  an  error, — ^to  pull 
down,  than  to  build  up, — to  theorize,  than  to  put  in  practice; 
while  some  men,  like  guide-boards,  point  the  way,  but  never 
walk  in  it ;  and  some  make  loud  pretensions,  merely  to  cover  up 
a  cherished  habit. 

The  printed  report  gives  you  an  impartial  statement,  relative 
to  the  statistics  and  condition  of  our  City  Farm ;  but  the  poor» 
not  at  the  farm,  have  become  a  matter  of  some  interest.  The 
plan  adopted  a  few  years  ago,  of  helping  those  who  needed  but 
little  assistance,  or  tliose  accidentally  and  temporarily  embar- 
rassed, was  a  good  one  in  principle,  advantageous  to  the  receiver, 
and  profitable  for  us.     But  this  premium  is  too  readily  taken  f 


the  plans  for  getting  up  claims  on  the  public  charity,  have  been 
80  systematized,  that  it  is  a  question  of  serious  import,  whether 
more  hurt  than  good  is  not  the  result.  Some  persons  wont  help 
themselves,  so  long  as  they  have  assurance  that  individuals,  or 
the  city,  will  help  them,  whenever  they  can  manufacture  a  plaus- 
ible claim.  Such  cases  are  becoming  more  and  more  numerous 
every  year,  and  the  applicants  more  clamorous,  nearly  all  of 
which,  are  foreigners ;  and  I  submit  for  your  consideration, 
whether  a  county  farm  would  not  remedy  this  growing  evil,  and 
if  approved,  join  you  in  a  petition  for  that  purpose. 

The  acting  Police  force  is  small,  but  effectual,  as  the  quiet 
and  good  order  of  the  city,  for  the  year  past,  have  abundantly 
shown ;  and,  instead  of  being  an  expense,  has  been  a  small  in- 
come to  the  treasury.  But  I  should  not  have  alluded  to  the 
subject  of  police,  at  all,  but  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting  the 
propriety  of  making  some  change,  relative  to  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection. You  are  aware  that,  by  an  ordinance,  the  dwelling- 
house  at  the  City  Farm  is  made  the  House  of  Correction,  and 
the  overseer  of  said  farm,  its  keeper.  In  the  first  place,  with 
many  of  our  offenders,  the  fear  of  punishment  is  the  only  motive 
to  restrain,  and  sending  them  to  the  House  of  Correction,  as 
now  instituted,  is  not  sufficient  for  that  purpose ;  a  sentence 
there  for  thirty  days,  is  frequently  ended  in  as  many  hours,  by 
runmng  away ;  besides,  is  it  just  or  civil  to  that  class  of  unfortu- 
nate but  honest  poor,  provided  for  there,  to  thrust  in  upon,  and 
mix  up  with  them,  the  criminals  sentenced  to  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection by  the  Police  Court  ?  And  I  suggest,  whether  it  might 
not  be  so  modified,  that  criminals  should  take  their  meals  and 
lodge  in  the  lobby  there,  and  be  put  to  some  kind  of  work,  dis- 
tinct from  laborers  on  the  farm. 

It  is  a  mark  of  wisdom  and  forethought  in  the  inhabitants  of 
compact  towns  and  cities,  to  make  suitable  provision  for  protec- 
tion against  fire.  We,  as  a  city,  have  not  been  unmindful  of  our 
danger  in  this  particular,  but  have  hardly  come  up  to  the  point, 
of  doing  what  our  safety  demands. 

The  Fire  Department,  under  the  present  regulations,  is  con- 
sidered a  healthy  organization,  composed  of  men  able  and  am- 
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bitious  to  do  their  whole  duty.  But  a  dry  engine,  in  case  d 
fire,  is  of  but  litde  account;  we  must  have  water;  in  this 
material,  we  are  very  deficient ;  we  have  scarcely  a  reseryoir 
that  would  supply  one  engine,  for  a  single  hour.  You  have 
the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  by  the  last  City 
Council,  to  investigate  the  subject  of  supplying  the  city  with 
water,  for  fire  and  other  purposes.  Their  conclusion  was,  that 
Long  Pond  is  the  only  source  from  which  the  desired  quantity 
can  be  obtained ;  and  it  is  a  proper  question  for  you  to  consider, 
whether  the  prices  therein  stated,  for  doing  the  different  parts 
of  the  work,  do  not  swell  the  sum  total,  to  an  amount,  beyond 
what  would  be  the  real  cost,  and  whether  it  can  reasonably  be 
so  reduced  as  to  correspond  with  our  means.  An  enterprise  of 
such  magnitude,  should  not  be  abandoned  hastily,  nor  commenced 
without  careful  and  deliberate  investigation.  For  the  purpose 
of  extinguishing  fire,  could  we  not  make  arrangements  with  the 
parties  interested,  and  build  a  reservoir  in  the  brook  west  of  the 
Prison,  and  by  means  of  pipes,  supply  cemented  reservoirs  ? 
Or,  perhaps  some  of  our  water  companies,  for  a  reasonable  coq>- 
pensation,  would  furnish  water  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  Repair  of  Streets  and  Highways,  is  a  matter  of  no  slight 
importance ;  the  responsibility  of  towns  and  cities,  in  this  par- 
ticular, increases  every  year.  A  road  which  was  considered 
safe  and  convenient  in  good  old  common  sense  times,  is  indictar 
ble  now.  There  is  a  morbid  sensitiveness,  on  this  subject,  with 
many  persons ;  and  with  such  it  is  smart  to  make  complaints. 
It  is  very  easy  to  find  something,  at  almost  any  point,  that  isn't 
exactly  perfect ;  there  is  hardly  a  mile  of  road  against  which 
some  objection  might  not  be  raised.  Subjected  as  our  roads  are 
to  the  action  of  the  frosts,  the  wash  of  the  melting  snow,  and  the 
heavy  rains,  constant  repairs  would  be  necessary  to  keep  them 
in  a  condition  to  perfectly  satisfy  the  public,  and  would  require 
an  outlay  far  beyond  our  ability ;  but  if  the  means  were  at  hand, 
it  would  keep  our  roads  in  such  a  constant  state  of  repair,  as  to 
render  them  almost  impassable.  The  fact  is,  in  many  cases  the 
roads  are  repaired  too  much ;  and  the  question  has  arisen  in  my 
mind,  whether  we  have  too  much  money  for  this  purpose,  or  too 


little.  The  amount  of  monej  usually  raised  for  the  repair  of 
highways,  is  less  than  ten  cents  per  rod,  or  about  thirty  dollars 
per  mile ;  now,  you  perceive,  that  a  large  portion  of  our  roads, 
needs  no  repairs  at  all,  or  a  large  portion  gets  but  very  little. 
The  mistake  that  many  men  make  is,  that,  instead  of  repairing, 
they  endeavor  to  make  new,  by  the  process  of  ploughing  and 
tumpiking — an  operation  which  is  very  seldom  required,  and 
often  does  more  harm  than  good.  Other  things  being  equal, 
flat  or  very  slightly  convex  roads  are  the  best,  and  require  the 
least  repair,  and,  generally,  should  only  be  repaired  by  remov- 
ing protruding  stones  and  filling  the  water  holes.  These  remarks 
are  based  on  the  supposition  that  the  road,  with  a  good  founda- 
tion, was  properly  made  in  the  first  place.  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved that,  in  repairing  highways,  anybody  who  can  spread 
gravel  with  a  shovel  or  a  hoe,  is  fully  competent  for  the  work, 
and  if  the  surface  is  made  to  look  new,  the  road  is  repaired ;  in- 
stead of  which,  it  may  actually  be  made  worse,  so  as  to  require 
the  action  of  travel,  and  wet  and  dry,  for  months — perhaps  a 
year, — to  make  it  as  good  as  it  was  before  the  attempted  re- 
pairs. It  requires  sotne  mechanical  skill  to  make  and  repidr 
roads  properly ;  but  because  it  is  a  trade  easier  learned,  and 
apparantly  of  very  much  less  importance,  than  the  making  of 
carriages  that  pass  over  them,  the  subject  has  been  almost 
entirely  neglected.  The  adaptation  of  material,  suited  to  the 
use  of  the  road ; — the  locality,  whether  wet  or  dry  ; — whether 
heaved  by  the  frost, — bars,  for  hills  liable  to  wash, — the  time  of 
year  for  doing  the  work, — are  among  the  things  to  be  considered. 
In  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Superintendent  of  Repairs 
of  Highways  and  Bridges,  the  past  year,  the  subject  of  drain- 
age has  been  the  most  perplexing.  The  wants  and  complaints, 
touching  this  matter,  have  been  neither  slight  nor  few ;  not  that 
the  streets  are  wet,  but  in  some  instances,  the  gutters,  and  more 
particularly  gardens  and  cellars.  In  November  last,  the  special 
committee  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred,  recommended  an 
annual  appropriation,  (without  specifying  the  sum,)  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, — 
which  resolution  was  adopted,  but  no  matured  plan  was  brought 
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forward,  or  any  suggestion  made  by  either  branch  of  the  City 
Oovemment,  as  to  the  best  means  of  affording  relief  to  that  por- 
tion of  oar  fellow  citizens,  who  have  several  times  respectfullj 
made  known  their  wants,  other  than  the  opening  and  grading  the 
bed  of  the  brook  from  School  to  West  street.  This,  in  that 
locality,  was  quite  an  improvement ;  but  it  must  be  confessed 
that,  as  to  the  matter  of  drainage  generally,  we  are  very  de- 
ficient. On  this  subject  there  is  considerable  interest  expressed, 
and  we  must  meet  the  question  sooner  or  later ;  the  health  and 
comfort  of  some  parts  of  the  city  demand  it.  Surface  drainmg 
is  undoubtedly  the  best,  as  it  is  the  surest  and  cheapest,  and 
can  in  most  cases  be  adopted  for  street  purposes,  but  can  never 
be  made  to  reach  the  cause  of  complaint. 

Some  of  you  have  had  an  opportunity  to  know  my  mmd  in 
relation  to  the  Collection  of  Taxes ; — one  of  the  most  unpleasant 
and  vexatious  duties,  falling  to  the  lot  of  any  city  official.  Our 
charter  imposes  this  onerous  duty  on  the  Marshal ;  but  the  Leg- 
islature has  given  you  the  privilege  of  adopting  an  amendment, 
whereby  you  may  appoint  a  collector  in  each  ward,  more  or  less, 
as  your  judgments  may  dictate  ;  and  you  have  had  the  t^ti- 
mony  of  those  best  qualified  to  know,  that  it  is  not  possible  for 
any  man,  properly  to  discharge  the  duties  of  both  Marshal  and 
Collector,  for  the  whole  city.  I  cannot  too  earnestly  urge  tlus 
subject  upon  your  early  consideration,  believing  that  by  ward 
appointments,  the  taxes  would  be  more  promptly  collected,  and 
at  less  expense.  The  cost  of  collecting  the  taxes  for  the  year 
1857  and  1858,  reckoning  the  discounts, — a  system  adopted, 
mainly  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  Collector, —  and  the 
abatements  necessary  to  be  made,  in  consequence  of  delay, 
together  with  the  salary,  is  an  amount  much  larger  than  would 
be  required  by  ward  collections. 

There  is  one  other  subject  which  has  been  partly  considered, 
but  failed  to  receive  the  entire  approbation  of  the  City  Council. 
The  municipal  year,  for  which  you  are  chosen,  and  through 
which  you  are  to  act,  commences  this  day,  and  will  end  on  ft 
corresponding  day,  March  1861.  The  financial  year,  for  wUch 
you  are  responsible,  commenced  the  first  day  of  last  February, 
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and,  of  course,  ends  about  two  months  before  jour  term  of  office 
expires.  This  may  be  a  wise  arrangement,  but  I  must  confess  I  am 
unable  to  appreciate  it.  The  annual  financial  report  is  published, 
I  presume,  in  order  that  the  people  may  know  how  the  aflGairs  of 
the  city  are  managed ;  or,  in  street  parlance,  that  they  may  see 
-where  the  money  goes  to ;  but  I  submit,  whether  it  does  not 
require  more  penetration  than  most  men  possess,  to  arrive  at  any 
definite  conclusion.  The  report  cannot,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  case,  show  the  true  state  of  the  finances  ;  besides,  from  the 
harried  manner,  in  which  it  is  necessarily  gotten  up,  it  comes 
from  the  hands  of  the  printer,  with  so  many  mistakes,  that  it  is 
almost  worthless,  as  a  reliable  Public  Document.  You  will,  if 
you  think  proper,  consider  whether  the  interests  of  the  cicy 
-would  not  be  better  subserved,  by  making  the  financial  and 
municipal  years  to  correspond. 

In  another  part  of  this  address,  I  have  alluded  to  the  local 
feeling,  private  speculation,  demand  for  special  improvement, 
and  a  want  of  mutual  interest ;  but  there  is  a  worse  error,  which 
may  be  said  to  grow  out  of  all  these,  and,  practically,  more  to 
be  feared.  It  is  the  art  of  inventing  and  magnifying  claims 
agiunst  the  city.  Reforms  in  money  matters,  are  generally  un- 
popular, especially  when  the  retrenchment  aimed  at,  is  not  in  a 
few  glaring  and  palpably  open  violations  of  the  right,  but  in 
numerous  little  bills,  which  the  ingenuity  of  man,  aided  by 
avarice,  has  converted  into  legal  claims  on  the  public  fund.  The 
finer  the  instrument,  the  less  the  pain,  in  making  the  fatal  wound ; 
80  these  almost  insignificant  bills  are  the  more  dangerous,  from 
their  very  littleness ;  attracting  no  particular  attention  as,  one 
by  one,  they  fasten  on  the  treasury,  while  the  aggregate  becomes 
a  matter  of  serious  contemplation.  This  is  not  an  evil  that  is 
likely  to  cure  itself;  it  is  fortified  by  every  additional  bill,  and 
every  hour  of  its  continuance,  till  custom  is  claimed  as  law, 
and  precedent  as  justice.  The  act  of  approving  a  bill,  is  a  small 
matter,  and  writing  ^^  allowed,"  by  the  committee  on  accounts, 
IB  the  work  of  a  moment ;  but  every  such  act,  not  sanctioned  by 
the  right,  is  an  illegal  draft  on  our  treasury,  and  a  license  to 
rob,  indiscriminately,  every  inhabitant  of  the  city. 
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Gentlemen,  I  have  ho  desire  to  deceive  you.  An  honest  pub- 
lic officer  can  hardly  receive  universal  approbation.  So  long  as 
you  do  as  others  wish  you  to,  you  are  a  good  fellow  ;  but  do  as 
your  consciences  dictate,  act  from  the  convictions  of  your  ovm 
judgment,  and  you  will  bo  tattooed,  from  head  to  foot,  by  friends 
with  unground  axes,  and  scarred  by  the  barbed  arrows  of  those 
of  no  fixed  purpose,  or  matured  plan,  but  who  merely  desire  to 
show  their  wisdom  in  matters  which  they  know  nothing  about, 
or,  perhaps,  seek  to  cover  up  a  fault  of  their  own,  lying  in  the 
direction  of  your  official  duty ; — and  it  lies  with  you,  whether  to 
surrender  your  manhood,  or  your  popularity.  As  for  me,  the 
past  is  the  guarantee  for  the  future.  The  trust  confided  to  me, 
shall  never  be  used  to  further  personal  interests,  nor  my  official 
influence  be  prostituted  to  base  ends. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  detained  you  too  long.  We  are  now 
about  to  go  to  our  rooms  to  commence  the  business  of  the  year ; 
let  us  recognize  the  Higher  Law,  as  the  rule  of  our  conduct, 
and  endeavor  to  make  the  Lower,  conform  thereto. 


GOVERNMENT 

OF   TBB 

CITY  OF  CONCORD, 

I860. 


MOSES   T.  WILLARD,  Mayor. 

ALDERMEN. 

Jacob  B.  Rand,  Ward  1. 

Samuel  Eastman,  '^  2. 

Ira  Rowell,  "  3. 

Shadrach  Seavey,  "  4. 

Bradbury  Gill,  "  5. 

Caleb  Parker,  «  6. 

Joseph  Hazeltino,  "  7. 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Wentwortu  G.  Shaw,  President. 
Andrew  P.  Bennett,  Cyrus  W.  Lincoln,         Ward  1. 

Zebulon  Smith,  William  Abbott,  "  2. 

Stephen  Carlton,  WiUiam  D.  Colby,  "  3. 

John  C.  Pillsbury,  Ezra  Ballard,  "  4. 

William  H.  Buntin,  Wcntworth  G.  Shaw,  "  5. 

Benjamin  Rolfe,  Abraham  G.  Jones,  "  6. 

John  B.  Flanders,  Jedcdiah  C.  Abbott,  "  7. 

David  Watson,   City  Clerk. 
Amos  Hadley,  Clerk  of  Common  Council. 
Woodbridge  Odlin,  City  Treasurer. 
Lyman  T.  Flint,  City  Solicitor. 
Benjamin  S.  Warren,  City  Physician. 
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BOAED  OF  ASSESSORS. 

Samuel  Merriam,  Ward  1.  John  C.  Ordway,  Ward  5. 

Josiah  S.  Looke,  '^       2.  James  Saoborn,  "     6. 

Franklin  J.  Emerson,  "       3.  Andrew  S.  Smith,  •«     7. 

John  Abbott,  "      4. 

JOINT  STANDING  C0MMITTEB8. 

On  Finance. — Aid.  Parker ;  Messrs.  Bennett  and  Joneii. 

On  Accounts  and  Claims. — Aid.  Seavey ;  Messrs.  Pillsbury  and 
Flanders. 

On  Lands  and  Buildings. — Aid.  Eastman;  Messrs.  W.  Abbott 
and  Carlton. 

On  Bridges,  Sewers  and  Drains. — Aid.  Hazeltine  ;  Messrs.  Bolfe 
and  Colby. 

On  Fire  Department, — Aid.  Gill ;  Messrs.  Buntin  and  Lincoln. 

On  City  Farm. — Aid.  Howell ;  Messrs.  Carlton  and  Smith. 

On  Cemeteries. — Aid.  Rand  ;  Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Rolfe. 

On  Streets  and  Commons. — Aid.  Gill ;  Messrs.  Colby  and  J.  C. 
Abbott. 

On  Public  Instruction. — Aid.  Hazeltine ;  Messrs.  Ballard  and 
W.  Abbott. 

On  Lighting  the  Streets. — Aid.  Seavey ;  Messrs.  Jones  and  Pills- 
bury. 

POLICE. 

David  Pillsbury,  Justice. 

Stephen  C.  Badger,  Special  Justice. 

John  Kimball.  Cit^  Marshal  and  Collector, 

Jonathan  L.  Pickering  and  John  A.  Cobum,  Assistant  Manhab, 

E.  E.  Sturtevant,  William  T.  Locke,  Mark  A.  Dennett,  Josiah 
Cooper,  Moody  S.  Farnura,  David  Gibson,  Police  Officers. 

Baruch  Biddlo,  Josiah  C  Shaw,  John  Potter,  James  E.  Rand, 
E.  S.  Gilman,  Charles  E.  Savory,  Asaph  Abbott,  Special  Police 
Officers. 

John  Kimball,  J.  L  Pickering,  E.  E.  Sturtevant,  and  John  A. 
Cobum,  Constables, 

FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 
Trub  Osgood,  Chief  Engineer. 
Abel  B.  Holt,  John  M.  Hill,  Caleb  Parker,  Lowell  EastmaD.  Sam- 
uel Edmunds,  Moses  Humphrey,  James  Frye,  Leonard  Drown,  il«- 
sistant  Engineers, 

TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

John  S.  Brown,  Thomas  D.  Potter,  Moses  H.  Famnoi,  Amos 
Hadley,  Henry  E.  Parker,  E.  G.  Moore,  and  N.  W.  Gove. 
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John  Kimball,  ex  officio,  A.  A.  Moolton,  tod  Wm.  H.  Smart, 
Health  Offieere. 

Joseph  B.  Walker,  Enos  Blake,  and  George  B.  Chandler,  Ceme- 
tery Committee. 

Moses  T.  Willard,  Superintendent  of  Repairs  of  Highways  and 
Bridges, 

SURVBY0E8. 
DiST.  No.  1.  Simeon  Famum,  jr.,  Dist.  No.  16.  Robert  B.  Hoit, 


<l 

2. 

C.  A.  W.  Folsom, 

It 

17. 

Samuel  S.  Bnswell, 

•  < 

3. 

Geo.  G.  Virpin, 

•< 

18. 

Henry  L.  Ferrin, 

(< 

4. 

Jacob  A.  Potter, 

14 

19. 

Benben  K.  Abbotr, 

ct 

5. 

J.  T.  Hoit, 

41 

20. 

John  £.  Saltmsrah, 

<< 

6. 

Isaac  Emery, 

<( 

21. 

Daniel  Faraum, 

l( 

7. 

Benj.  L.  Larkin, 

44 

22. 

Benj.  £.  Goodwin, 

(1 

8. 

George  W.  West,     * 

41 

23. 

Isaao  N.  Abbott, 

<« 

10. 

Simeon  Abbott, 

4i 

24. 

D.  D.  Clark. 

« 

11. 

Asa  A.  Blancbard, 

4( 

25. 

George  T.  Abbott, 

<< 

12. 

H.  H.  Brown, 

4( 

26. 

John  F.  Clark. 

<c 

13. 

Benj.  Hoit, 

4( 

29. 

Alex.  TbompsoD. 

« 

14. 

Alfred  Eastman, 

»< 

SO. 

Etbridge  Dimond, 

44 

15. 

George  A.  Hoit, 

4t 

31. 

Samuel  Clifford. 

CORDERS  OF  WOOD. 

John  Batcbelder,  Amos  Kidder,  George  B.  Elliot,  John  S.  Rollins, 
Asa  H.  Morrill,  Cyras  Robinson,  John  B.  Curtis,  John  M.  Dearborn, 
Joseph  P.  Clough,  Jonathan  Jj.  Pickering,  James  Hoyt,  B.  F.  Gale, 
Benjamin  Green,  Jeremiah  S.  Noyes,  George  A  Pillsbnry,  William  H 
Bnntin,  Hazen  E.  Abbott,  Shadrach  Seavey,  J.  F.  Runnelis,  Rodney 
O.  Catting. 

SURVEYORS  OF  LUMBER. 

Nathaniel  Rolfe,  Eben  F.  Elliot,  Asa  H.  Morrill,  John  G.  Warren, 
Henry  L.  Elliot,  E.  R.  Manning,  Charles  Stark,  Reuben  Goodwin, 
William  Page,  Timothy  W.  Emery,  John  P.  Lock,  Andrew  Moody, 
Jeremiah  S.  Noyes,  Joseph  S.  Abbott,  Daniel  H.  Fletcher,  James 
Sanborn,  George  S.  Dennett,  Abel  Baker,  Abel  B.  Holt,  Lowell 
Eastman,  Curtis  White,  Elbridge  Dimond,  Robert  K.  Buswell,  Chas. 
K.  Fisk,  Rodney  G.  Cutting,  John  Abbott,  Henry  M.  Moore,  Sewell 
Hoit,  Daniel  Dunlap,  Shadrach  Seayey,  A.  C.  Holt,  Isaac  Elwell, 
William  Ballard,  Daniel  Famum,  Erastus  C.  Currier,  Daniel  A.  Hill, 


SURVEYORS  OF  STONE. 
H.  H.  Brown,  Hinm  SimpsoD,  William  H.  Clark,  Charles  Nutting, 
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Moses  IIuin))1irey,  SimcoD  Abbott,  Jobn  Abbott,  Daniel  Clough,  Noftb 
P.  Webster,  Jusiah  Cooper. 

WEIGIIEUS  OF  HAY. 

Jobn  BatelioWer,  Jobn  M.  Dearborn,  Cyrus  Robinson,  Wm.  P. 
Hardy,  James  F.  Hoit,  Joseph  D.  Taylor,  George  W.  Brown,  James 
Jones,  Francis  iV.  Fisk. 

SEALEUS  OF  LEATHER. 

Cyrus  Kobinson,  Enos  Bhike,  Chase  Hill,  William  Oilman,  John 
S.  Brown,  Calvin  Thorn. 

Ivory  Hall,  J.  B.  Stanley,  Albert  H.  Drown,  Nonnan  6.  Carr, 
Sealers  of  Weights, 


Isaiah  S.  Bobinbon.  Leonard  B#ll,  William  Haywood,  CuUert  of 
Staves. 


Daniel  Knowlton,  John  Abbott,  James  Frye,  Fence  Viewerg, 
E.  y.  Oilman,  Pound  Keeper. 


Joseph  Hrown,  (u'nr'je  Abbott,  (Jcorge  Frye,  John  S.  Brown, 
Gardner  K.  Knnwlcs,  Gecirgc  W.  Moulton,  Superintendents  of  Ctmt' 
teries. 


WAUD  OFl-lCEKS. 

Wai:I)  1. — (icor;;o  B.  Dinn)nd,  Wm.  E.  Jameson,  Leonard  Drown, 
Selectmen;  John  E.  Abb..tt,  Cleik. 

Waki)  li. — Reuben  B.  Li»cke,  John  hfanders,  jr.,  Jonathan  F.  Day, 
Selectmen  ;  (.'h.iilos  E.  Ivobiiisun,  Chrk. 

\\xv\)  i{. — HarriMMi  I'artridgo,  John  V.  Aldricb,  William  H. 
Brown,  Meatmen  ;  Joseph  D.  Taylor,  Clerk, 

Waki)  4. — .Tames  B.  Gove,  Ephralm  llackett,  Austin  G.  Saltmarsb, 
Selvctnun;  (Miarles  V.  151anchard,  Cleric. 

Waiio  i">. — Charliis  T.  J^ane,  Nicholas  Quimby,  Nathaniel  J,  Mead, 
Selfc/m'N  ;  J(»lin  11.  Nicliuls,  Clerk. 

Waki)  <». — Idhn  I>.  Teel,  George  S.  Dennett,  Cyrus  T.  Moore, 
Selectmen  ;    llt'ory  K.  Leaver,  Clerk. 

Waki)  7. — Josiah  Cooper,  Benjamin  A.  Hall,  Andrew  Scott,  Seleei- 
men;  Charles  C.  Doty,  Clerk. 
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EPORTS 


OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 


OP   THE 


CITY   OF   CONCORD, 


For  the  Tear  Ending  March,  1861. 


CONCORD: 

P.  B.   COGSWELL,  PBINTER. 
1861. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDING   SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  Concord  beg  leave 
to  submit  their  Annual  Report. 

This  report  embraces  twenty  diflFerent  schools,  located  in  the 
suburbs  and  rural  districts  of  the  city.  These  schools  have 
been  in  session  for  about  six  months  of  the  year,  distributed 
into  two  terms,  quite  generally  having  a  change  of  teach- 
ers every  term,  so  that  in  connection  with  the  schools  here 
reported,  the  services  of  more  than  thirty  different  teachers 
have  been  employed,  who,  for  the  most  part,  have  been  faithful 
and  successful  in  their  instructions.  The  whole  number  of 
different  pupils  in  these  schools  must  be  at  least  six  hundred — 
some  of  these  however,  attending  only  a  single  term  or  part  of 
a  term,  so  that  the  average  number  of  pupils  for  the  year  would 
not  probably  exceed  four  hundred.  The  improvement  made,  in 
general,  has  been  very  commendable,  and  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  schools  is  good.  It  is  however  to  be  remarked  that 
some  are  very  poorly  provided  for,  having  no  suitable  accom- 
modations as  respects  well  located,  constructed,  and  furnished 
houses ;  others  suffer  from  lack  of  proper  interest  being  felt 
on  the  part  of  parents  and  others.  Every  school  should  be 
provided  with  a  pleasant  room,  neatly  furnished  with  chairSi 


tables,  black-boards,  maps,  &c.,  sufficient  for  its  wants.  Wo 
need  not  now  specify  instances  of  the  most  shameful  neglect  in 
this  particular,  but  arc  bound  to  say,  that  unless  the  districts 
move  at  once  and  efficiently,  the  attention  of  the  municipal 
authorities  must  be  called  to  the  matter.  For  it  is  of  vital  im- 
portance to  the  prosperity  of  the  school*  in  question.  For 
further  particulars  we  add  reports  of  the  schools  individually, 
concluding  with  a  subjoined  Tabular  Report. 

District  No.  1. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Arvilla  E.  Wilder.  The 
whole  number  of  pupils  attending  school  not  less  than  two  weeks 
was  38.  Average  attendance,  23.  The  teacher  labored  faith- 
fully for  the  advancement  of  the  school,  and  with  good  success. 
The  pupils  exhibited  much  interest  in  their  studies,  and  gave  a 
good  account  of  themselves  at  the  examination.  The  only 
serious  fault  we  noticed,  was  in  the  reading,  which  was  altogether 
too  low. 

The  Winter  Term  of  12  weeks  was  also  taught  by  Miss 
Wilder,  with  good  success.  The  scholars,  with  few  exceptions, 
appeared  studious  and  obedient.  There  was  some  inclination 
manifested  amon^r  the  lar;rer  scholars  not  to  conform  to  the  re- 
quirements  of  the  teacher  in  every  respect,  but  nothing  in  par- 
ticular occurred  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  school.  Miss 
Wilder  is  an  industrious  and  faithful  teacher,  and  under  her 
instruction  good  improvement  was  made.  There  appears  to  bo 
a  want  of  interest  among  the  parents  in  behalf  of  the  school ; 
and  many  of  the  scholars  living  at  (luite  a  distance,  do  not 
attend  regularly,  conse([uently  they  are  not  so  far  advanced  as 
some  other  schools.  The  school-house  is  in  bad  condition,  and 
is  not  supplied  with  the  necessary  maps  and  other  fixtures. 

District  No.  2. 
The  teacher  of  this  school  the  first  term  encountered  a  signal 
obstacle  to  success  in  the  lack  of  interest  among  the  parents 
and  gross  negligence  in  respect  to  the  regular  attendance  of 
their  children.  The  school,  therefore,  was  not  as  successful  as 
it  should  have  been.    Pupils  who  are  inconstant  will  rarely 


leam  much.  The  second  term  T^as  an  improvement  on  the 
first.  Although  the  school  may  yet  be  more  profitable  if  par- 
ents will  see  to  it  that  their  children  are  promptly  and  constantly 
in  their  places.  The  teacher  satisfied  the  district  very  gener- 
ally and  the  scholars  did  tolerably  well  in  their  studies. 

District  No.  4. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Clara  A.  Farnum.  Whole 
number  of  pupils,  26.  Average  attendance,  23.  The  close  of 
school  showed  that  good  improvement  had  been  made  during 
the  term.  Thoroughness  had  been  the  motto,  and  it  appeared 
especially  in  Arithmetic,  though  the  other  recitations  were  all 
very  good.  The  citizens  were  well  represented  at  the  examina- 
tion. Several  cases  of  whispering  were  noticed,  which  some- 
times interrupted  the  exercises.  Let  there  be  a  reformation  in 
this  respect,  and  No.  4  will  be  a  model  school. 

The  second  term  of  eight  weeks,  was  taught  by  Mr.  J.  P. 
Abbott,  with  eminent  success.  Mr.  A.  possesses  all  the  neces- 
sary qualities  and  qualifications  for  a  teacher.  The  school  during 
this  short  term  improred  rapidly,  the  only  thing  to  be  regretted 
was  the  shortness  of  the  term  ;  and  it  would  have  been  continued 
for  four  weeks  longer  bj  the  voluntary  contribution  of  the  citi- 
zens and  the  scholars,  could  the  services  of  the  teacher  have 
been  obtained — but  he  had  been  previously  engaged  in  another 
part  of  the  city.  The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  term  was 
interesting  and  satisfactory,  to  a  large  number  of  parents  and 
citizens  who  were  present,  although  the  weather  was  severe, 
and  the  roads  almost  impassable ;  showing  that  the  valuable 
services  of  their  excellent  teacher  were  highly  appreciated. 

District  No.  5. 

This  was  a  model  little  school,  though  containing  but  eight 
pupils.  The  average  attendance  was  7.  The  school  was 
taught  by  Miss  Melissa  A.  Green.  We  have  seldom  visited  a 
school  which  exhibited  such  marked  improvement  as  this,  and 
such  interest  on  the  part  of  the  pupils.  Where  each  class 
seemed  equally  worthy  of  praise,  it  is  difficult  to  make  mention 
of  particular  exercises.    In  reading,  especially,  the  articulation 


was  clear  and  distinct,  and  not  too  rapid.  In  Colbam's  Arith« 
metic,  the  most  difficult  combinations  TNcro  readily  explained, 
and  practically  applied.  The  parents  and  citizens  were  well 
represented  at  the  examination.  They  will  be  fortunate  if  they 
can  again  secure  the  services  of  Miss  Green  in  the  school-room. 
The  Winter  tcnn  was  taught  by  Miss  Anna  S.  Gay,  who  is 
a  thorough  scholar,  and  a  highly  accomplished  and  successful 
teacher.  We  have  never  visited  a  school,  where  apparently 
such  perfect  harmony  existed  between  teacher  and  pupils,  and 
the  most  complete  order  prevailed — indeed  it  seemed  to  come 
of  itself,  as  not  a  single  case  of  corporeal  punishment  occurred 
during  the  term  of  thirteen  weeks,  consequently  all  the  time 
was  occujued  in  giving  needful  instruction.  The  examination 
at  the  close  of  the  term  was  highly  interesting,  showing  thftt 
the  united  efforts  of  teacher  and  pupils  had  made  the  school  one 
of  the  must  pleasant  and  profitable. 

District  No.  6. 

This  school  commenced  Sept.  3, 18G0,and  for  the  first  eleven 
weeks  was  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Lizzie  A.  Chase,  when  I 
having  an  offer  of  a  more  permanent  situation  as  teacher,  she 
left.  The  remainder  of  the  term,  (7  weeks,)  was  taught  by 
Miss  Anna  M.  Brown,  who  is  an  excellent  teacher  in  every  re- 
spect, and  the  scholars  made  good  improvement.  The  examinsi- 
tion  was  highly  interesting,  giving  unmistakable  evidence  that 
the  school  had  been  conducted  with  ability,  and  that  no  piuns 
had  been  spared  to  make  it  interesting  and  profitable.  The 
citizens  are  deserving  of  a  good  school,  for  the  reason  that  they 
have  expended  more  money  in  preparing  a  house  and  fixtures, 
in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  than  any  other  District  in  the 
city.  They  have  a  beautiful  house,  finished  and  furnished  in 
the  best  manner ;  supplied  with  a  globe,  maps,  &c.,  a  well  of 
water  in  the  yard,  and  is  in  all  respects  one  of  the  neatest  and 
most  convenient  houses  in  the  city. 

District  No.  7. 

The  Summer  term  of   eleven  weeks  was  tanght  by  Hn. 
Sophronia  N.  Webster,  who  had  previously  taught  in  this  Dift-  I 


trict.  She  fully  sustiuned  her  reputation  as  a  faithful  and  suc- 
cessful teacher.  The  scholars  are  small, — there  being  but  two 
over  ten  years  of  age— consequently  not  so  much  improvement 
could  be  expected. 

The  Winter  term  of  twelve  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  P. 
Elisabeth  Holt,  who  is  a  teacher  of  considerable  experience, 
and  gave  good  satisfaction.  The  house  in  this  District  has 
lately  been  repaired,  and  at  a  small  expense  has  been  made  neat 
and  convenient,  as  well  as  a  very  pleasant  one.  The  whole 
number  of  scholars  was  21. 

District  No.  8. 

Mss  Annie  E.  C.  Watson  taught  both  Summer  and  Fall 
terms,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  weeks  at  the  close  of 
the  second  term.     She  being  obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  the 
sickness  of  a  friend,  the  remainder  of  the  term  was  taught  by 
Miss  Mary  J.  Coming.     Miss  W.  is  considered  one  of  our  best 
teachers ;  but  some  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by  the  citizens 
during  the  past  year,  in  regard  to  the  order  of  the  school — that 
the  scholars  were  uneasy  and  disorderly.     We  are  aware  that 
this  was  the  case  to  some  extent,  and  wo  were  not  surprised  that 
it  was  so.     In  the  first  place  the  house  is  wholly  unfit  for  school 
purposes,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  expect  that  a  teacher  can 
be  successful,  or  perform  her  duties  satisfactorily  to  herself  or 
her  employers,  or  that  scholars  can  be  interested,  happy  or  con- 
tented, on  tho  uncomfortable  seats  within  the  dingy  and  gloomy 
walls  of  the  miserable  shanty  used  instead  of  a  school-house  in 
this  district.     If  the  citizens  wish  for  a  good  school,  they  must 
provide  a  decent  room  for  that  purpose.     This  is  one  of  the 
largest  schools  in  the  city,  outside  of  the  Union  District,  num- 
bering 40  diflFerent  scholars  the  last  term.     Some  are  very  well 
advanced,  and  most  that  is  wanting  to  make  it  one  of  our  best 
schools  is  suitable  efibrts  on  tho  part  of  the  parents  and  citizens. 
A  school  house,  such  an  one  as  this  District  should  have,  would 
so  improve  the  general  appearance  of  the  neighborhood  that  it 
would  well  repay  all  who  are  not  otherwise  personally  interested 
in  tiie  school. 
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District  No.  12. 

This  school  is  among  the  first  in  ability  and  advancement,  bat 
has  suffered  exceedingly  from  the  want  of  a  suitable  room,  weD 
located  and  properly  furnished.     It  is  however  now  expected 
that  good  accommodations  are  about  to  be  provided,  as  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  house  with  all  the  modem  improvements,  on  a 
new  site,  to  be  comiileted  the  present  season  is  in  contemplation. 
There  is  also  some  prospect  of  a  union  of  this  and  Distiict  No. 
19,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  many  advantages  of  a  graded 
school.     Should  this  be  effected  these  schools  will  doubtless  take 
a  very  high,  if  not  the  highest  rank.     This  school  has  done  well 
on  the  whole  during  the  year.     It  is  true  the  Summer  term  was 
not  as  profitable  as  it  might  have  been,  but  for  the  withdrawal 
of  support  and  confidence  from  the  teacher,  on  the  part  of  quite 
a  portion  of  the  district,  who  honestly  supposed  they  had  good 
reasons, — while  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  was  unanimoasi 
on  an  impartial  and  thorough  examination  of  evidence,  thit' 
there  was  no  sufficient  reason  why  the  teacher  should  not  be 
sustained  ;  and  accounted  for  the  existing  disaffection  chiefly  on 
the  ground  of  hastily-drawn  conclusions  without  proper  and  pe^ 
sonal  observation  in  the  school-room  of  tho  order,  method  of 
instruction,  &c.,  which  always  should  be  made  before  entering 
complaints,  or  withdrawing  children  from  school.     The  injuij 
which  the  whole  school  suffered,  from  the  withdrawal  of  full  half 
the  pupils,  was  great.     Still  much  was  done  in  the  way  of  pri- 
vate schools  to  repair  the  loss  in  respect  to  instruction,  and  it  is 
hoped  other  bad  influences  incident  will  be  vigilantly  guarded 
against. 

Tho  Winter  term  of  this  school  was  very  profitable.  Not- 
withstanding the  ill  accommodations  in  respect  to  a  room-- 
much  of  sickness  and  innumerable  other  evils,  incident  to  a 
school  thus  situated,  rendering  regularity  in  attendance  and  the 
highest  success  impossible, — still  a  good  degree  of  application 
to  study,  a  respectful  deportment  and  a  general  appreciation  of 
the  faithful  and  laborious  efforts  of  an  earnest  teacher  contribu- 
ted to  a  very  commendable  improvement ;  which  was  exceedingly 
mamfest  in  tho  closing  examination,  it  being  highly  interesting 
and  satisfactory  to  the  large  number  of  visitors  present. 
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Spring  and  Fall  terms  of  10  and  12J  weeks,  by  Miss  J.  An- 
nette Holmes,  who  is  a  resident  of  the  district.  This  was  her 
first  school,  and  it  was  a  very  successful  one.  She  is  well 
qualified  and  is  an  industrious  and  faithful  instructor.  The 
school  is  small,  numbering  but  7  scholars,  and  is  remarkable  for 
its  quiet  and  orderly  appearance,  each  one  seeming  to  realisB 
the  importance  of  improving  the  time  to  the  best  advantage. 
We  have  never  witnessed  an  examination  where  every  rule  in 
Grammar,  Arithmetic,  and  Algebra,  was  so  well  recited,  ad 
every  question  so  promptly  and  correctly  answered,  as  they 
were  at  the  close  of  the  Fall  term  in  this  district. 

District  No.  18. 

This  school  has  been  very  prosperous  the  past  year.  Miu 
Emma  W.  Sanborn  taught  the  Summer  term,  of  10  weeks,  wi4 
good  success.  Miss  S.  is  young,  this  being  her  first  school 
She  evidently  possesses  the  necessary  qualifications  for  a  teach- 
er, and  will  doubtless,  with  experience,  become  very  successful. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  B.  Jennie  Cook,  I 
teacher  of  superior  abilities,  and  during  this  term  of  16  weeks, 
the  school  made  very  great  improvement,  appearing  much  better 
at  the  close  of  the  term  than  we  have  ever  before  seen  it.  The 
scholars  appeared  to  take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  school  than 
heretofore.  The  classes  in  Arithmetic  appeared  remarkably  wefl. 
Miss  Cook,  is  eminently  qualified  in  all  respects  for  a  teacher, 
and  we  are  glad  to  know  that  efForta  will  be  made  to  secure  her 
services  again  in  this  district. 

District  No.  19. 
The  services  of  the  teachers  employed  in  this  school  during 
the  year  were  very  acceptable  to  all  concerned.  No  disturbing 
influences  marred  the  success  of  either  term.  The  exhibitions 
made  at  the  close  of  each  term  were  exceedingly  creditable. 
The  union  of  this  district  with  No.  12,  will  obviate  some,  it 
present,  inherent  disadvantages  to  both.  By  having  two  de- 
partments— Primary  and  Grammar — the  numerous  classes,  unr 
so  great,  will  be  essentially  diminished ;  and  the  classes  theiD- 
selves,  now  small,  will  be  sufficiently  enlarged  so  as  to  add 
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greatly  to  the  interest  and  success  of  recitations.  Every  con- 
sideration looking  towards  the  good  of  the  two  schools  argnes 
strongly  for  the  contemplated  union. 

District  No.  20. 

Primary  Department.  It  requires  much  patience  and  judg- 
ment to  succeed  well  in  the  instruction  of  pupils  so  young  as 
those  in  this  school.  These  important  requisites  were  eminently 
possessed  by  the  teachers  employed  the  past  year.  The  results 
of  very  efficient  and  faithful  labors  were  manifest  in  the  im- 
provement made,  and  the  skill  or  tact  of  interesting  children  in 
school  and  in  their  work  seemed  to  be  clearly  illustrated  in  the 
general  appearance  of  the  school  during  the  whole  extent  of  the 
terms  and  at  the  closing  examinations. 

Grammar  Department.  This  school  made  good  progress  and 
was  well  ordered  in  its  disciplina.  The  elementary  principles 
of  good  reading  were  much  insisted  on  and  attended  to  with 
usual  excellent  results.  The  Winter  term  was  profitable.  The 
large  number  of  pupils  rendered  an  assistant  teacher  almost  in- 
dispensable, yet  none  being  furnished  the  teacher  did  all  that 
hard  work  under  such  a  disadvantage  could  accomplish.  The 
school  appeared  to  very  good  advantage  on  examination.  Not 
so  advanced  as  some  Grammar  schools,  yet  prompt  and  well 
taught  so  far  as  they  have  gone.  This  school  should  have  two 
teachers  or  else  be  divided  so  as  to  constitute  an  Intermediate 
Department. 

District  No.  21. 

This  school  has  been  disturbed  somewhat  by  disorderly  pupila, 
more  especially  during  the  Winter  term,  which  resulted  in  the 
resignation  of  the  teacher,  occasioning  an  interruption  of  several 
weeks. 

The  Summer  term  was  one  of  fair  improvement ;  the  teacher 
was  laborious  and  the  scholars  measurably  successful  in  study. 
The  second  terra,  broken  as  it  was,  proved  very  profitable  to  the 
few  diligent  and  orderly  pupils.  And  hardly  ever  have  we  at- 
tended a  better  examination  than  that  sustained  by  the  seven^ 
who  remained,  sole  representatives  of  a  school  numbering  some 
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twenty-five.  This  defection  of  scholars  was  no  fault  of  the 
teacher,  as  we  learned,  nor  any  lack  of  thorough  preparation 
for  examination,  but  some  foolish  notions  which  parental  author- 
ity should  have  overcome. 

District  No.  22. 

This  school,  like  many  others,  has  suffered  immensely  from 
haidng  only  the  most  miserable  accommodations  as  respects  a 
room.  The  city  authorities  should  see  to  it,  if  the  district  do 
not,  that  a  suitable  house  is  provided.  This  school  is  greadj 
improving.  It  has  received  a  decided  impulse  during  the  year, 
and  is  in  a  good  condition  to  go  forward  and  assume  a  position 
among  schools  of  its  kind  not  by  any  means  inferior.  We  shall 
expect  to  see  a  neatly  constructed  and  spacious  house  prorided 
for  this  school  the  present  season. 

DiSTttiCT  No.  23. 

This  is  formed  by  a  union  with  Bow,  the  scholars  nearly  al' 
belonging  in  that  town.  The  Committee  not  having  notice  of 
the  commencement  or  close  of  the  school,  did  not  visit  it,  and 
and  no  Register  having  been  returned,  can  make  no  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  school. 

District  No.  24. 

This  District  is  formed  by  a  union  with  Hopkinton.  Whole 
number  of  scholars,  30  — 17  belonging  in  Concord  and  13  in 
Hopkinton.  The  average  attendance  about  25.  The  Summer 
term  of  eleven,  and  the  Winter  term  of  fourteen  weeks,  verc 
taught  by  Miss  MeUnda  E.  Greene,  who  is  a  resident  of  the 
District.  She  is  a  young  teacher,  well  qualified,  faithful,  pa- 
tient and  persevering  in  her  efforts  to  promote  the  best  interest 
of  her  scholars.  The  school  was  quiet  and  orderly,  and  good 
improvement  was  made.  The  citizens  of  the  district  generally 
manifest  a  good  degree  of  interest  in  the  school.  The  school 
house  is  new,  neat  and  pleasant,  and  well  calculated  to  promote 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  scholars. 

JOHN  E.  ABBOTT,     )  Supt.  School 
NATHAN  W.  GOVE,  S    CommitUe 
E.  0.  JAMESON.         )  of  Caneard. 
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REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  District  No.  S| 
would  respectfully  submit  the  usual  Annual  Report. 

Our  schools  the  past  year  were  in  charge  of  ladies  who  hM 
been  satisfactorily  in  the  District's  employ  for  several  tonoi. 
Under  their  zealous  and  efficient  labors,  the  schools  have  soB- 
tained  a  high  and  commendable  reputation.  Marked  prcgnM 
has  been  noticed  throughout  the  year,  particularly  among  the 
reading  classes.  The  Committee  are  duly  aware  that  muldpE* 
city  of  studies  imposes  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  teacher's  time  anl 
energies,  allowing  but  little  attention  to  the  respective  clasaei; 
yet,  considering  the  wide  range  of  scholarly  ability  in  fl* 
schools,  they  deemed  it  advisable  to  countenance  the  use  of 
many  branches  not  usually  taught  in  common  schools. 

Near  the  close  of  the  Winter  term,  the  schools  happily  imit^' 
in  giving  a  public  exhibition.  Though  this  was  a  new  featoiv 
of  development  with  us,  yet  it  merited  the  approbation  of* 
large  and  appreciative  audience.  Indeed,  its  preparation  M 
so  entirely  disconnected  from  the  regular  school  duties,  thlfci 
seemed  not  in  the  least  to  mar  their  healthy  action.  Such  ftf 
the  general  character  of  the  exercises  as  to  reflect  much  cieA 
upon  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Miss  Addie  M.  Davis  taught  the  Summer  and  Winter  tentf 
of  12  weeks  each  in  the  First  Division. 

Miss  Mary  0.  Carter  taught  the  Summer  and  Wmter 
of  12  weeks  each  in  the  Second  Division. 
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SECOND    ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD    OF    EDUCATION. 


The  Board  of  Education  arc  unanimously  of  the  opinion,  that 
the  schools  under  their  supervision,  are,  as  a  whole,  in  a  satis- 
factory condition.  Both  pupils  and  instructors,  have,  during 
the  past  year,  devoted  themselves  to  their  respective  duties  witk 
commendable  zeal  and  encouraging  success.  The  riper  expe 
rience  of  most  of  the  teachers,  and  more  systematic  and  thorongji 
instruction,  have  secured  to  the  schools  a  purer  tone  of  moral 
feeling," and  a  higher  standard  of  literary  excellence.  Atao 
previous  period,  have  the  citizens  of  Concord  had  stronger  rea- 
sons for  honest  pride  in  their  public  schools,  or  stronger  induce- 
ments to  extend  to  them  their  fostering  care. 

Among  the  causes  that  have  contributed  to  this  improremeot 
we  may  notice, 

I.  The  Teachers'  Association.  This  is  an  organixatioa 
formed  more  than  a  year  ago  under  the  direction  of  the  Board. 
Its  object,  as  stated  in  its  Constitution,  is  the  mutual  impron- 
ment  of  its  members  in  whatever  pertains  to  their  calling.  Th* 
far,  it  has  not  only  been  a  bond  of  union  among  the  teacherti 
but  an  efficient  aid  in  securing  to  them  higher  qaalificafciotf 
for  their  professional  duties.  By  lectures,  essays,  social  diacal- 
sion,  and  friendly  criticisms,  various  practical  errors  in  teaduag 
and  governing  have  been  pointed  out,  and  such  useful  suggei- 
tions  made,  that  the  teachers  have  returned  to  thoir  daily  traiki 
with  enlightened  views,  and  inspirited  to  win  a  higher  sacee* 
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HhxiB  has  the  association  sent  the 
through  the  schools.'*' 


pukations  of  its  influence 


n.  An  improved  classification  in  eight  of  the  Primary, 
and  two  of  the  Grammar  schools,  is  also  recognized  among  the 
causes  of  their  elevation.  The  attention  of  the  Board  was 
early  called  to  the  propriety  of  making  radical  changes  in  these 
schools,  for  the  better  classification  of  the  pupils.  Their 
improved  condition,  as  well  as  the  united  testimony  of  the 
teachers,  afibrd  the  fullest  evidence  that  these  changes  were 
wisely  made.  More  time  can  now  be  devoted  to  the  instruction 
and  general  improvement  of  each  scholar ;  better  opportunity 
is  afforded  to  learn  his  real  character  ;  and  the  government  of 
the  schools  is  easier  and  more  efficient. 

The  gradation  and  classification  of  the  schools  is,  however,  by 
no  means  perfect.  But  the  tendency  is  in  the  right  direction. 
With  suitable  care  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  the  Board, 
it  is  hoped,  that,  at  no  distant  day,  all  the  advantages  of  a  sys- 
tem of  well  graded  schools  will,  so  far  as  practicable,  be  secured 
to  the  District. 

There  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year,  one  High,  three 
Grammar,  six  Intermediate,  twelve  Primary,  and  one  mixed 
0ehool,  under  the  care  of  the  following  teachers,  viz : 

High  School.  Mr.  Henry  E.  Sawyer,  Miss  Harriette  Car- 
ter, Miss  Mary  A.  Currier. 

Grabimar  Schools.  Mr.  Paltiah  Brown,  Mr.  James  W. 
Webster,  Miss  Mary  A.  Eaton,  Miss  Josephine  B.  Curry,  Miss 
C.  S.  Adams,  Miss  Mary  W.  Chickering,  Miss  Katie  Richardson, 
l£s8  Sarah  J.  Sanborn. 

Intermediate  Schools.  Miss  B.  A.  Currier,  Miss  L.  E. 
Tonkin,  Miss  Orra  A.  George,  Miss  Emily  S.  Tilden,  Miss  M. 
A.  Prescott,  Miss  Hattie  S.  Edmonds,  Miss  H.  J.  Melville,  Mss 
L.  A.  Chase,  Miss  Clara  E.  Palmer,  Miss  Mary  C.  Chase. 

*  For  the  benefit  of  the  Association,  the  nuclens  of  a  Library  has  been  gathered , 
ecmtaining  some  of  the  latest  and  best  works  on  the  science  of  teaching  and 
Undied  subjects.  In  yiew  of  the  obvious  advantages  of  such  a  professional 
Ubfaiy  to  the  teachers,  and  through  them  to  the  schools,  it  is  respectfnUj  suggest- 
ed, fhat  means  be  adopted,  bj  subseription  or  otherwise,  speedily  to  increase  it. 
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Primary  Schools.  Miss  S.  F.  Emery,  Mrs.  S.  K.  Crock- 
ett, Miss  Annie  M.  Moulton,  Miss  E.  F.  Ordway,  Miss  Ads 
Munroe,Miss  Laura  Chase,  Miss  L.  A.  Gerrish,  Miss  Laura  A. 
Marston,  Miss  Metta  C.  Davis,  Miss  Sarah  J.  Center,'  Miss  Bote 
J.  Prescott,  Mss  Anna  E.  Shute,  Miss  Mary  E.  Presd)tty  Wm 
Eliza  J.  Day. 

The  number  of  pupils  during  the  year  has  been  about  seven- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-five,  viz:  nine  hundred  boys,  and 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  girls.  Average  attendance, 
about  eleven  hundred. 

The  Primary  Schools  are  accomplishing  as  much,  perhaps, 
as,  under  their  present  arrangements,  could  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected. 

Parent?,  and  the  friends  of  youth,  should  cherish  in  these 
schools  a  livelier  interest.  In  them,  their  little  ones  spend  a 
large  fraction  of  their  waking  hours,  and  receive  those  impres- 
sions which  give  tone  to  their  dispositions,  and  complexion  to 
their  characters.  In  them,  the  earliest  habits  of  mental  discipline 
are  acquired,  tastes  for  learning  formed,  and  the  foundation  of 
the  entire  mental  and  moral  character  laid.  How  carefully  then 
should  they  be  watched  over,  and  how  jealous  should  parents  be, 
that  they  arc  provided  with  the  healthiest  influences,  and  for- 
nished  with  the  best  facilities  for  accomplishing  the  design  for 
which  they  were  established. 

For  these  elementary  schools,  ladies  of  fine  natural  talenii, 
winning  accomplishments,  and  excellent  education  should,  un- 
questionably, be  secured.  The  teacher  by  her  position  and  re- 
lations exerts  over  her  young  scholars  a  mighty  and  controlling 
influence — an  influence  which  springs  powerfully  from  the  lans 
of  the  social  constitution,  and  is  every  hour  tracing  the  deep 
lines  of  everlasting  character  on  the  minds  around  her.  Her 
spirit,  words  and  deportment  are  carefully  observed  by  her  art- 
less pupils,  and  whether  she  will  or  not,  are  acting  like  so  many 
unseen  forces  in  developing  their  intellects,  moulding  their 
hearts,  and  shaping  their  destmies.    The  Primary  school  teacher 
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iherefore  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  a  model  of  whatever  is 
cultivated,  lovely,  and  of  good  report. 

She  should  be  a  lady  of  superior  natural  and  acquired  abili- 
ties, for  (he  further  reason,  that  she  cannot,  like  the  teacher  in 
the  higher  grade  of  schools,  rely  chiefly  upon  the  text-book,  but 
must  depend  upon  her  own  powers  for  the  means  of  awaking 
the  intellect,  directing  the  reason,  and  training  aright  the  sensi- 
bilities of  the  young  heart.  With  an  inventive  genius,  and  fer- 
tile mental  resources,  she  will  not  fail  to  surround  the  school  room 
with  pleasant  attractions,  and  to  pervade  its  atmosphere  with 
the  best  educating  influences. 

Still,  with  a  teacher  of  these  rare  endowments,  and  with  a 
system  of  instruction  perfect  in  theory,  the  school  cannot  reach 
its  highest  efficiency,  unless  the  public  mind  is  impressed  with 
the  paramount  value  of  early  education ;  and  parents,  cultivat- 
ing an  intimate  and  confidential  acquaintance  with  the  teacher, 
throw  their  influence  more  directly  into  the  schools,  and  yield  to 
them  a  hearty  sympathy  and  support. 

The  room,  too,  in  which  the  child  spends  so  important  a  portion 
of  his  time,  and  iU  surroundings^  should  be  rendered  cheerful 
and  attractive.  The  school  room,  of  all  other  places,  should  be 
neatly  furnished,  and  the  laws  of  good  taste  consulted  in  its  ar- 
rangements. Why  should  the  sitting  room  at  home  be  neatly 
furnished  and  adorned,  and  the  school  room,  where  the  child 
spends  the  most  impressible  portion  of  his  life,  be  left  with  its  seats 
rudely  made,  its  walls  naked  and  cheerless,  and  with  but  little 
within  it,  or  around  it,  to  please  the  eye,  to  subdue  and  tran- 
quilize  the  rougher  feelings  of  the  heart,  or  to  refine  and  elevate 
the  taste  ?  Will  not  parents  who  seldom  visit  the  places  where 
their  children  spend  so  valuable  a  portion  of  their  time,  enter 
9ome  of  our  Primary  school  rooms,  and  then  consider  whether 
they  may  not,  in  some  way,  render  these  nurseries  of  the  youth- 
fbl  intellect  and  heart,  more  cheerful  and  home-like  than  they 
now  are  ? 

Two,  of  the  six  Intbrmbdiatb  schools  have  changed  their 
teachers  since  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  one  of  them 
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has  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  change  its  teacher  twice.  Ab 
is  usual,  such  changes  were  followed  with  a  temporary  loss, 
whatever  maj  be  the  ultimate  gain.  With  the  arrangements  made 
for  the  coming  year,  it  is  expected  that  these  echools  will  be 
carried  forward  in  a  prosperous  career. 

The  Principals  of  the  Grammar  Schools,  with  their  asus- 
tants,  have  labored  industriously  for  the  advancement  of  their 
scholars,  and  with  gratifying  results. 

Through  the  year,  and  in  the  closing  exercises  of  the  term,  the 
Committee  were  happy  to  see  the  evidences  of  greater  self  re- 
liance in  the  recitations,  of  increased,  and  in  some  instances  of 
marvellous  rapidity  in  arithmetical  calculations,  and  in  the  stud- 
dies  generally,  of  quite  creditable  scholarship.  The  improvement 
in  elocution  was  especially  noticable ;  and  the  Registers,  thou^ 
defaced  with  too  many  marks  of  absenteeism,  gave  gratifying 
indications  of  increased  punctuality  in  attendence  upon  the  duties 
of  the  school  room. 

The  HiQH  ScuooL,  under  its  present  eflScient  management  is 
rising,  and  rapidily  expanding  into  a  school  of  the  highest  grade. 
The  course  of  studies  is  arranged  with  the  view  of  fitting  young 
men  for  college,  and  of  furnishing  to  both  sexes  a  course  of 
training  in  Literature,  Science  and  the  ClassicS|  sufficiently 
extensive  to  prepare  them  for  business,  and  for  the  refinements 
of  social  life. 

The  discipline  of  the  school  is  designed  to  be  chiefly  moral. 
The  relations  between  the  teachers  and  their  pupils,  and  their 
intercourse  with  each  other  are,  and  of  right,  ought  to  be,  suck 
as  to  secure  the  respect  and  affection  of  the  latter,  to  arouse 
whatever  is  noble  and  generous  in  their  natures,  and  to  in- 
spire in  them  a  love  of  learning,  and  a  reverence  for  virtue. 

The  past  year,  the  school  has  accomplished  more  than  in  any 
proceeding  one,  and  gives  promise  of  meeting  the  wishes  of 
those  who  founded  and  whose  generosity  sustidns  it.  It  hai 
frequently  been  visited  by  the  sub  committee  having  it  in  chaigSi 
and  examinations  made  of  the  deportment  and  progress  of  the 
pupils,  and  usually  with  satisfactory  results.    The  examination 
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at  the  close  of  the  last  term,  was  gratifying  to  the  Board,  and 
honorable  to  the  pupils  and  their  instructors.  It  was  especially 
gratifying  to  see  so  large  an  attendence  of  parents  and  friendsi 
all  of  whom  must  have  been  pleased  with  the  exercises,  but  not 
80  well  pleased  with  their  crowded  accommodations.  Had  the 
capitalists  and  tax  payers  of  the  District  generally  been  present, 
and  favored  with  the  privilege  of  being  packed  three  long 
hours  in  a  dense  crowd,  and  of  breathing  a  vitiated  atmosphere, 
they  would  have  confessed,  that,  at  no  distant  day,  a  movement 
should  be  initiated  looking  to  the  erection  of  a  new  and  more 
commodious  house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  school,  and  for 
its  public  exhibitions.  Its  present  accommodations  are  confess*' 
edly  too  limited,  and  are  not  in  other  respects  adapted  to  a 
school  of  its  high  rank.  Surely  no  resonable  means  will  be 
inthheld  to  elevate  its  character,  increase  its  efficiency,  and  to 
famish  the  most  liberal  accommodations  for  its  pupils. 

The  apparatus  furnished  by  a  special  appropriation,  has  been 
of  great  service  in  illustrating  many  of  the  principles  and  facts 
in  the  Natural  Sciences.  No  three  hundred  dollars  of  the 
moneys  of  the  District,  have  been  more  judiciously  or  advan- 
tageoulsy  expended. 

The  purpose  to  elevate  as  rapidly  as  may  be  the  character  of 
the  schools,  devolves  upon  the  Board  in  the  selection  of  teachers, 
a  delicate  and  difficult  duty. 

Mere  scholarly  attainments,  however  indispensable,  are  not  the 
only,  nor  perhaps  the  chief  requisites  for  success  in  teaching. 
A  love  for  the  young,  an  enthusiasm  in  the  profession,  a  high 
toned  moral  sensibility,  a  dignified  and  pleasing  address,  must 
be  combined  with  aptness  to  teach  and  ability  to  govern. 

No  one  should  be  placed  in  charge  of  our  youth,  who  is  not 
80  versed  in  the  science  of  mind,  as  to  know  that  the  memory  is 
not  the  only  faculty  to  be  exercised ;  that  reason,  imagination 
and  the  principles  of  taste,  are  equally  to  be  cultivated ;  that 
to  carry  a  scholar  over  or  around  a  difficulty,  leaving  the  prin- 
ciples that  underlie  his.  scientific  progress  uncomprehended  and 
nnexplained,  is  to  bewilder  and  stultify,  but  not  to   educate  him. 
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He  should  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  the  humin 
heart,  and  be  himself  such  an  example  of  self  discipline,  that 
he  will  imperceptibly  lead  his  pupil  to  prefer  right  conduct,  to 
cherish  self  respect,  and  to  govern  himself.  Otherwise,  in  lut 
mechanical  or  impulsive  efforts  to  govern  him,  he  may  chafe  the 
spirit,  sour  the  temper,  injure  the  disposition,  and  as,  alas,  is  too 
often  done,  at  the  same  time  degrade  the  Aorals,  and  educate 
the  baser  passions  of  the  heart.  The  mischief  he  may  effect, 
by  his  ignorance,  in  his  little  empire,  in  a  single  day,  cannot  be 
fully  overcome  by  the  knowledge  he  may  subsequently  commu- 
nicate. 

Nor  is  this  all.  He  should  know  that  the  proper  culture  of 
the  moral  nature,  is  no  subordinate  part  of  a  symmetrical  edu- 
cation ;  that  to  form  correct  principles  of  action  which  his  pupil 
shall  carry  into  the  duties  of  life,  is  a  paramount  object  of  his 
training.  With  his  own  moral  tastes  and  habits  nicely  culti- 
vated, he  should  have  skill,  not  by  formal  lectures,  or  ethical 
discussions,  so  much  as  by  simple  illustrations,  and  casual  ques- 
tions involving  some  moral  principle,  to  fill  the  whole  school  room 
with  a  pure  moral  atmosphere. 

The  character  and  success  of  the  school  depends,  so  almoH 
entirely  upon  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  teacher, 
that  it  may  truthfully  be  said  that  the  chief  duty  of  the  Board 
is  to  select  and  appoint  to  our  schools  such,  and  only  such,  as  are 
thoroughly  furnished  for  this  special  work. 

But  teachers  of  the  highest  culture  and  qualifications  are  al- 
ways in  demand ;  and  those  who  offer  the  largest  pecuniaiy 
inducements,  will  secure  their  services  ;  and  those  who  g^n 
them,  even  at  the  advanced  price,  will  have  made  the  most 
economical  investment. 

We  respectfully  submit  the  inquiry,  whether,  in  view  of  all 
the^  interests  involved,  it  will  not  be  wise  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  teachers,  especially  in  the  lower  grades  of 
schools  ;  or  at  least,  to  encourage  the  continuance  of  those  who 
have  proved  themselves  competent  and  faithful,  and  whose  ser- 
vices are  becoming  increasingly  valuable,  by  a  gradual  increase 
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of  compensation  each  year,  till  it  shall  have  reached  a  ^ren 
maximum  ? 

The  Board  have  had  at  their  command  the  past  year,  as  will 
ippear  from  the  report  of  the  Agent,  $7,246,66,  (seven  thou- 
Mnd  two  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,)  with 
wluch  they  have  been  able,  with  the  present  rates  of  compensa- 
&m,  to  continue  the  schools  37  weeks. 

In  connection  with  this  financial  exhibit,  we  submit  to  the 
Katrict,  the  following  facts. 

Literary  Fund.  The  law  provides  that  the  Literary  Fund, 
which  is  raised  by  a  tax  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the 
Bank  Capital  in  the  State,  shall  be  distributed  by  the  State 
Treasurer,  among  the  several  towns  and  places  of  the  State,  ac- 
eording  to  the  number  of  scholars  in  said  towns  and  places,  and 
that  the  money  thus  received  shall  be  applied  ^^  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  common  schools,  or  to  other  purposes  of  education,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  required  to  be  raised  by  law,  and  in  such 
manner  as  the  town  shall  direct."  By  an  ordinance  of  this  city 
the  amount  received  from  the  Literary  Fund,  after  deducting 
die  sum  of  twenty-nine  dollars,  specially  otherwise  distributed, 
18  annually  divided  equally  among  the  twenty-two  remaining 
school  districts,  considering  Union  District  as,  until  lately  it  has 
erer  been,  three  districts. 

The  amount  received  by  this  city  during  the  year  ending 
Ifarch,  1860,  was  $760,38,  and  by  this  mode  of  distribution  the 
diflferent  districts  receive  the  several  sums  per  scholar  shown  in 
the  following  Table. 


10 

Spring  and  Fall  terms  of  10  and  12J  weeks,  by  Miss  J.  An-    { 
netto  Holmes,  who  is  a  resident  of  the  district.     This  waa  her    \ 
first  school,  and  it  was  a  very  successful  one.     She  is  well    j 
qualified  and  is  an  industrious  and   faithful   instructor.     The    i 
school  is  small,  numbering  but  7  scholars,  and  is  remarkable  for 
its  quiet  and  orderly  appearance,  each  one  seeming  to  realixe 
the  importance  of  improving  the  time  to  the  best  advantage. 
We  have  never  witnessed  an  examination  where  every  rule  in 
Grammar,  Arithmetic,  and  Algebra,  was  so  well  recited,  and 
every  question  so  promptly  and  correctly  answered,  as  they 
were  at  the  close  of  the  Fall  term  in  this  district. 

District  No.  18. 

This  school  has  been  very  prosperous  the  past  year.  Miss 
Emma  W.  Sanborn  taught  the  Summer  term,  of  10  weeks,  with 
good  success.  Miss  S.  is  young,  this  being  her  first  school. 
She  evidently  possesses  the  necessary  qualifications  for  a  teach- 
er, and  will  doubtless,  with  expciience,  become  very  successful. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  B.  Jennie  Cook,  a 
teacher  of  superior  abilities,  and  during  this  term  of  16  weeks, 
the  school  made  very  great  improvement,  appearing  much  better 
at  the  close  of  the  term  than  we  have  ever  before  seen  it.  The 
scholars  appeared  to  take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  school  than 
heretofore.  The  classes  in  Arithmetic  appeared  remarkably  well. 
Miss  Cook,  is  eminently  qualified  in  all  respects  for  a  teacher, 
and  we  are  glad  to  know  that  efforts  will  be  made  to  secure  her 
services  again  in  this  district. 

District  No.  19. 
The  services  of  the  teachers  employed  in  this  school  during 
the  year  were  very  acceptable  to  all  concerned.  No  disturbing 
influences  marred  the  success  of  either  term.  The  exhibitions 
made  at  the  close  of  each  term  were  exceedingly  creditable. 
The  union  of  this  district  with  No.  12,  will  obviate  some,  at 
present,  inherent  disadvantages  to  both.  By  having  two  de- 
partments— Primary  and  Grammar — the  numerous  classes,  now 
so  great,  will  be  essentially  diminished ;  and  the  classes  them- 
selves, now  small,  will  be  sufficiently  enlarged  so  as  to  add 
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greatly  to  the  interest  and  success  of  recitations.  Every  con- 
sideration looking  towards  the  good  of  the  two  schools  argues 
strongly  for  the  contemplated  union. 

District  No.  20. 

Primary  Department,  It  requires  much  patience  and  judg- 
ment to  succeed  well  in  the  instruction  of  pupils  so  young  as 
those  in  this  school.  These  important  requisites  were  eminently 
possessed  by  the  teachers  employed  the  past  year.  The  results 
of  very  efficient  and  faithful  labors  were  manifest  in  the  im- 
provement made,  and  the  skill  or  tact  of  interesting  children  in 
school  and  in  their  work  seemed  to  be  clearly  illustrated  in  the 
general  appearance  of  the  school  during  the  whole  extent  of  the 
terms  and  at  the  closing  examinations. 

Orammar  Department.  This  school  made  good  progress  and 
■was  well  ordered  in  its  disciplin3.  The  elementary  principles 
of  good  reading  were  much  insisted  on  and  attended  to  with 
usual  excellent  results.  The  Winter  term  was  profitable.  The 
large  number  of  pupils  rendered  an  assistant  teacher  almost  in- 
dispensable, yet  none  being  furnished  the  teacher  did  all  that 
hard  work  under  such  a  disadvantage  could  accomplish.  The 
school  appeared  to  very  good  advantage  on  examination.  Not 
so  advanced  as  some  Grammar  schools,  yet  prompt  and  well 
taught  so  far  as  they  have  gone.  This  school  should  have  two 
teachers  or  else  be  divided  so  as  to  constitute  an  Intermediate 
Department. 

District  No.  21. 

This  school  has  been  disturbed  somewhat  by  disorderly  pupils, 
more  especially  during  the  Winter  term,  which  resulted  in  the 
resignation  of  the  teacher,  occasioning  an  interruption  of  several 
weeks. 

The  Summer  term  was  one  of  fair  improvement ;  the  teacher 
was  laborious  and  the  scholars  measurably  successful  in  study. 
The  second  term,  broken  as  it  was,  proved  very  profitable  to  the 
few  diligent  and  orderly  pupils.  And  hardly  ever  have  wo  at- 
tended a  better  examination  than  that  sustained  by  the  seven, 
who  remained,  sole  representatives  of  a  school  numbering  some 
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schools  the  progress  in  study  has  not  been  more  than  thm 
fourths  as  great  as  it  T\-ould  have  been,  had  all  the  scholars  been 
prompt  to  duty.     But,  one  half  of  these  absences  are  recordei 
against  one  fifth  of  the   scholars.     A  few  of  this  one  fifth  i^ 
tend  school  ofccn  enough  to   retard  the  progress  of  the  clao, 
but  not  often  enough  to  receive  much  substantial  benefit  from  their 
studies.     Are  not  these  manifestly  unjust  to  their  scoool  matei 
and  the  community?     The  parent  claims  that  he  has  the  ri^ 
to  excuse  his  child  from  attendance  upon  the  school,  when  and 
for  whatever  cause  he  pleases,  because,  forsooth,  it  is  tifree  school 
and  is  sustained  by  his  money  ;  and  is  quite  oflfended  if  the  lead- 
er presumes  to  interfere   with  this   right.     But  have  not  his 
neighbors'  children  a  right  to  be  protected  from  needless  emha^ 
rasments  and  unjust  losses  ?     lias  it  come  to  pass,  that  the  6f 
have  the  right  to  hinder  the  progress  of  the  many  ?     The  rigbh 
of  the  Indtvidaal  have  their  limitations.    He  may  not  trench  upon 
the  rights  of  others,  and  bo  guiltless.     Will  he  claim  that  the 
rail  road  car  shall  await  his  tardiness,  and  the  interests  of  the 
travelling  public  be  sacrificed,  because  he  owns  a  share  of  the 
stock  ?     Let  him,  then,  dismiss  the  thought  that  he  may  of  ri^ 
needlessly  damage  the  interests  of  others  till  he  can  funuA 
more  substantial  reasons. 

"While  this  irregularity  of  attendance  exists,  from  whatever 
cause,  the  schools  cannot  fully  accomplish  their  noble  mission. 

To  clieck,  to  some  extent,  this  evil,  the  Board  have  adopted 
the  following  rule. 

"  If  any  scholar  shall  be  absent  to  the  amount  of  one  week 
during  any  term,  from  the  High  or  Grammar  schools,  unless  his 
or  her  absence  be  occasioned  by  his  or  her  own  sickness,  or 
sickness  or  death  in  the  family  to  which  he  or  she  belongs,  such 
cause  being  specified  in  the  note  of  the  parent  or  guardian,  ha 
or  she  shall  not  be  allowed  to  re-enter  the  school,  except  by  the 
written  permission  of  the  Sub-Committee." 

The  enforcement  of  this  rule  in  a  few  cases,  has,  it  is  believed, 
eflfected  something  in  securing  a  more  rigid  attendance. 

Another  means  recently  introduced  with  the  view  of  further 
checking  this  evil,  is  the  introduction  of  a  monthly  report  to  An 
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TABULAR  REPORT. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


PART  I. 

The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Concord, 
very  respectfoUy  sabmit  their  Report  for  the  year  ending  with 
Mu€h,  1862. 

This  Report  qpibraees  the  schools  located  within  eighteen  of 
the  twenty-one  districts  into  which  the  city  is  divided.  The 
ranaining  three  districts  being  under  the  ^^  Somersworth  Act/^ 
their  schools  are  duly  reported  by  their  respective  Superintend- 
ing School  Committees  in  Part  II.  We  have,  however,  in  the 
statement  of  aggregates,  included  all  the  districts,  specifying 
what  part  behmg  ^roperlj  within  the  limits  of  this  Report. 

In  making  up  what  is  herein  submitted,  we  have  found  it  con- 
Tenient  to  arrange  our  general  statements  under  several  sepa- 
rately specified  topics,  and  those  more  particular  under  the  num- 
ber of  the  districts  respectively.  We  have  also  added,  at  the 
cost  of  some  labor,  a  ^^  Tabular  Report  of  the  Schools  in  Con- 
cord," to  which  we  respectfully  call  particular  attention. 

GENERAL  STATEMENTS. 

L     The  Number  and  Grade  of  Schooh- 

The  aggregate  of  schods  m  operation  during  the  year  is  forty- 
fiyQ,  Their  char^et^r  is  as  follows:  ooe  High  School^  four 
Grammar,  six  Intermediate,  thirteen  Primary,  and  twenty-<^Kd 
IGxed  Scboola.  Of  these  there  are  (one  Grammar,  one  Prima- 
ry and  seventeen  l^ed,)  nineteen  whiph  are  x^ore  particulariy 
contemplate  in  tjhii  Import. 


n.    Different  Scholars  and  Average  Attendance. 

The  whole  number  of  different  scholars  during  the  year  is 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-dx,  viz.:  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  boys,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  one 
ffr]s.  The  average  attendance  has  been  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  Of  the  aggregate  of  different  scholars  seven 
hundred  and  nmety-seven  belong  m  the  nineteen  schools  here 
reported,  viz.:  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  boys,  four  hundred 
and  six  girls,  with  an  average  attendance  of  five  hundred  and 
thirty-four. 

in.     Teachers. 

Sixty-eight  different  Teachers  have  been  employed,  thirtoes 
males  and  fifty-five  females,  forty-nine  of  whom  have  been  con- 
stantly employed  during  term  time,  distributed  as  follows:  To 
the  High  School,  a  principal  and  two  assistants  ;  to  the  Bum- 
ford  and  Merrimack  Grammar  Schools,  a  principal  and  one 
assistant  to  each ;  to  the  remaining  forty-two  schools,  one  teadh 
er  each.  Of  the  aggregate  of  teachers,  thirty-three — nine 
males  and  twenty-four  females — ^have  been  employed  in  the 
schools  under  our  superintendence.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  abo^ 
that  in  fourteen  out  of  these  nineteen  schools,  there  has  been  a 
change  of  teachers  every  term. 

IV.  Prudential  Committees. 

The  Prudential  Committees  have  been  unustialltf  fortunate  in- 
securing  the  services  of  competent  and  faithful  teachers,  and, 
very  generally,  have  cooperated  heartily  in  promoting  the  inter- 
ests of  their  respective  schools. 

V.  Parents  and  Citizens. 

The  growing  interest  felt  and  manifested  by  the  parents  and 
citizens  in  the  various  districts  argues  &vorably  for  the  general 
success  of  our  schools  the  past  year,  and  omens  good  for  yeaii 
to  come.  The  scholars  will  always  feel  an  enkindled  zeal  when 
their  parents  and  others  are  often  present  to  witness  their  school 
exercises.    TVlll  the  friends  of  education  remember  tiua  I 


VI,    Hxaminatians. 

These  occur  semi-aDnuallyy  at  the  close  of  the  Summer  and 
IfHnter  terms.  In  general,  for  the  past  year,  they  have  been 
T6ry  well  sustained,  and  with  few  exceptions,  been  creditable  to 
ihe  scholars  and  satisfactory  to  those  present,  either  as  ezamm- 
ers  or  as  spectators. 

YII.    Money  Expended. 

The  aggregate  of  money  appropriated  and  furnished  for 
schools  the  past  year  is  ten  thousand  five  hundred  nineteen  dol- 
lars and  sixty  cents.  An  average  of  three  dollars  and  eighty- 
two  cents  for  each  scholar. 

Yin.    School  Houses. 

Two  districts  have  erected  new  school  houses  within  the  year^ 
Noe.  8  and  12.  The  new  house,  in  No.  8,  cost  about  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  is  convenient  and  neatly  finished,  but  not  spacious ; 
yet  perhaps  adequate  for  the  school,  except  on  special  occasions, 
e.  g.  public  examinations.  The  walls  of  this  school  room  are 
well  covered  with  maps,  by  the  liberal  munificence  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Coit,  Principal  of  St.  Paul's  School.  The  house  in  No.  12  was 
erected  at  an  expense  of  some  nine  hundred  dollars.  This  is  a 
well  constructed  building,  well  finished  and  spacious,  strangly 
in  contrast  with  the  ^^  Old  Brick  School  House  "  which  it  has 
displaced.  We  are  inclined  to  recommend  this  as  a  model 
school  house  deserving  the  exammation  of  other  districts,  which 
we  hope  are  about  to  build. 

IX     Changes  Recommended. 

The  Committee  very  respectfully  suggest  and  recommend  a 
few  important  changes. 

1.  That  School  District  No.  21  be  dissolved  and  divided  be.. 
tween  Nos.  13  and  19,  in  such  proportion  as  may  be  judged 
advisable.    This  change  is  recommended : — 

(ci)  Because  there  can  be  no  great  objection  urged  against  it. 

(V)  Because  many  in  the  district  favor  it 
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(e)  Because  the  scholars  are  too  few  to  eonstitato  a  respecti- 
ble  school. 

(d)  Because  the  scholars  would  have  greater  focilitiesfa 
improvement  secured  to  them  and  without  detriment  to  Ae 
schools  they  might  join. 

(e)  Because,  in  view  of  every  consideratbn,  this  changs 
would  be  a  decided  advantage  to  all  the  parties  concerned. 

2.  That  the  selection  and  assignment  of  Teachers  be  g^ven 
into  the  hands  of  the  Examining  Committoe.  This  change  is 
recommended  and  submitted  with  a  view 

(a)  To  secure  the  best  teachers  for  our  schools.  ' 

(ft)  To  secure  permanent  Teachers.  And  thus, 
((?)  To  secure  a  system  of  instruction  of  a  higher  order  tni 
of  a  more  reliable  character.  All  of  which  things  are  utterly 
impossible  on  the  present  plan,  accordmg  to  which  a  school  is 
liable  to  have  a  change  of  teachers  every  term,  and  often  to  fiJI 
into  the  charge  of  those  who  though  qualified  to  teach  by  the 
requisites  of  the  Law,  yet  are  only  third-rate  teachers.  It  is 
only  too  evident  that  some  change  should  be  introduced  by 
which  those  who  examine  teachers  may  have  t^e  prerogative  of 
selecting  and  assigning  them  according  to  their  own  judgnMut 
But  we  pass  now  to 

PARTICULAR  REMARKS. 

District  No.  1. 

The  school  in  this  district  is  slow  and  dull.  The  scholin, 
however,  are  respectful  and  kind  in  their  deportment  and  have 
won  the  love  of  their  teachers,  who  speak  in  tfieir  reports  of  die 
uniform  courtesy  of  both  pupils  and  parents,  but  complain  of 
the  inconstancy  and  irregularity  of  attendance  at  school.  We 
have  noticed  some  considerable  progress  during  the  year,  but 
there  is  room  for  a  greater. 

District  No.  2. 

Here  is  a  small  school  of  small  scholars,  and  perluqa  wodd 
be  called  "  backward ;"  but  whoever  has  watehed  its  coarse  Ae 
year  past  must  have  observed  a  grovring  seal  for  study,  and  a 


ffntgeeoB  mnimial  to  it.  Soholan  have  been  more  conBtanily 
pEreBent  and  manifested  more  than  usual  interest  in  the  ezeroises 
of  school,  which  have  resulted  in  a  very  commendable  improye- 


DiSTBiOT  No.  8.    See  Part  11. 
District  No.  4. 

This  school  bears  nearer  resemblance  to  our  High  Schooh  or 
Aeademiei  than  to  the  common  tread-mill  grade  of  some  of  its 
neighbors.  It  has  been  consKtuted,  during  the  Winter  term  par- 
ticularly, of  a  dass  of  older  scholars  than  are  usually  found  in 
sdiools  of  its  order,  and  all  have  prosecuted  their  studies  with 
enthusiasm,  so  that  in  the  higher  and  the  more  common  branches 
Aere  has  been  great  progress  made.  This  school,  without  ques- 
tioo,  stands  first  in  scholarship,  of  the  nineteen  here  reported. 
District  No.  6. 

In  this  district  the  school  is  very  worthy  of  mention  as  a  mod- 
el in  deportment.  The  scholars  are  earnest,  serious-minded, 
pymg  to  the  school  a  character  of  high  toned  principles.  The 
teadiers  of  this  schod  have  not  Been  much  tried  by  careless, 
dbobedient  scholars;  all  have  a  noble  self-respect,  which  will 
not  stoop  to  anything  bw,  or  unworthy  the  good  scholar.  Of 
course  such  a  school  must  {prosper,  and  if  not  as  advanced  as 
BMoe,  yet  it  must  rank  high. 

District  No.  6. 

Here  is  a  school  of  only  eight  scholars — some  one  or  two  quite 
advanced  in  tiieir  studies ;  others  are  studiously  inclmed,  and 
but  for  one  or  two  headstrong,  imcontroUed  boys,  the  school 
would  be  among  the  first  We  hope  they  will  see  the  foUy  of 
flieir  course  and  hereafter  not  stand  in  the  way  of  a  very  £ftvor- 
aUd  report  of  this  school 

Distriot  No.  7. 

This  school  is  made  up  of  very  young  scholars,  but  under  the 
fiatiiful  instruction  of  the  last  year  has  made  decided  progress. 
Beading  and  speUmg  have  been  taught  in  this  school.  To  iltus- 
irsle :  a  single  sentence  has  been  read  and  reread  to  the  fiftieth 
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time  until  read  correctly.    This  we  mention  as  a  Act  soggestiTe 
to  teachers. 

District  No.  8. 
The  school  in  this  district  has  received  a  new  impulse  mider 
the  guidance  of  an  efficient  teacher,  the  influence  of  a  new  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  parents  and  citizens,  and  the  erection  of  ft 
new  school  house.  These  things  combined  haye  had  a  T617 
happy  effect  on  the  school.  Qlie  teacher  says  their  motto  hai 
been  ^^  Not  how  much,  but  how  well.''  This  is  among  the  fint 
schools  in  point  of  improvement  during  the  year. 

Districts  Nos.  9, 10  and  11.  Now  Union  District.  See 
Part  II. 

District  No.  12. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  as  successful  as  could  be 
expected  under  the  circumstances.  The  teacher  speaks  of  pre- 
vailing sickness  which  made  sad  inroads  on  the  attendance,  and 
intimates  also  that  parents  were  not  as  particular  as  they  should 
be  in  requests  made  for  the  dismissal  of  pupils. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Winter  term  this  school  assemb- 
led in  a  new  house,  to  which  we  have  already  alluded.  The 
influence  has  been  most  happy  over  the  school.  Their  couise 
has  been  in  every  respect  upward  and  onward,  so  that  we  may 
safely  commend  them  and  entertain  high  expectations  of  them 
for  the  future. 

District  No.  13. 

Here  is  a  school  which  ranks  among  the  largest.  Its  lustoiy 
for  the  last  three  years  has  been  characterized  by  a  steady  im- 
provement. During  the  past  year  there  has  been  great  improve- 
ment in  deportment  as  well  as  scholarship,  a  marked  eflfort  on 
the  part  of  the  scholars  to  be  orderly  and  observe  those  rules  of 
discipline  which  are  essential  to  a  good  school.  A  warm  interest 
and  friendship  has  existed  between  scholars  and  teachers,  much 
to  the  credit  of  the  school.  The  closing  examinations  were  wd 
attended.  This  district  should,  the  present  season,  undertiks 
extensive  repairs  on  their  house,  or  build  a  new  one — ^the  lattir 
perhaps  would  be  the  more  advisable. 
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Raileoad  Tax.  The  amount  received  bj  this  citj  as  its 
proportion  of  the  Railroad  tax  the  past  year,  was  ($4346,49) 
foar  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  forty-nine 
cents.  The  Statute  provides  that  the  portion  of  it  derived  from 
tlie  tax  upon  Railroad  stock  owned  in  the  city,  ^^  shall  be  appro- 
priated in  just  proportions  to  the  several  purposes  for  which  taxes 
are  assessed  upon  polls  and  estates."  If  this  appropriation  were 
adopted,  it  would  lessen  considerably  the  amount  of  money  this 
district  is  annually  required  to  raise  for  the  support  of  the 
High  School. 

These  facts  are  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

We  close  this  report  by  alluding  to  an. existing  evil  which  has 
hitherto  baffled  all  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  for  its  re- 
moval, and  which  perhaps,  more  than  any  thing  else  hinders  the 
prosperity  of  our  schools.  We  mean  that  of  irregular  atten- 
dance. 

It  is  vain  to  hope  that  our  schools  will  reach  the  highest  or- 
der of  excellence,  till  all  who  enjoy  their  benefits,  are  ready  to 
pot  forth  direct  efforts  to  aid  in  sustaining  them. 

If  the  waste  of  funds  resulting  from  this  irregularity  were 
fully  apparent,  the  united  voice  of  the  community  would  un- 
mistakbly  demand  a  remedy.  If  on  an  average  one  sixth  of 
those  for  whom  instruction  is  provided  are  constantly  absent, 
there  is  an  absolute  loss  of  one  sixth  of  the  expense  incurred  m, 
sostaiaing  the  schools,  a  sum,  which  if  it  were  annually  saved 
and  funded,  would  in  a  few  years  enable  the  District  to  add  an- 
other ornament  to  the  city,  in  the  form  of  a  new  High  School 
House. 

But  the  waste  of  funds  is  trifling,  compared  with  the  wasto  of 
effi>rt  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  who  must  struggle  with  mani- 
fold difficulties  and  discouragements  in  dragging  along  those  who 
by  their  frequent  absences,  lag  behind  their  classmates. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  loss  of  intellectual  power  and  moral 
culture  to  the  City  and  the  State,  there  is  another  and  quite  as 
aerioos  a  loss  inflicted  upon  those  who  are  punctual  in  their 
attendance.    It  is  not  hypothetical  to  say,  that  in  some  of  our 
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Qrammar  Department. 

This  school  has  been  very  crowded,  especudlj  during  lite 
Winter  term.  We  can  report  very  &yorabIy  of  their  couiie 
and  present  standing.    The  teacher  speaks  as  follows : — 

'^  A  pleasant  term,  scholars  obedient  and  respectful,  panctsd 
in  their  attendance,  making  fine  progress  in  the  studies  pursued." 
He  adds,  <^  Much  of  the  success  is  attributable  to  the  untiring 
interest  and  perseverance  of  the  Prudential  Committee.'' 

This  district  should  provide  immediately  for  an  Intennediate 
Department. 

District  No.  21. 

This  school  in  years  past  has  had  hard  work  to  sustain  even 
a  fair  reputation  or  respectable  standing.  But  the  first  term  of 
the  last  year  it  seemed  to  make  great  improvement  under  in 
energetic  and  devoted  teacher,  and  we  were  encouraged  to  hope 
better  things  in  time  to  come. 

The  second  term  the  school  relapsed  again,  and  accomplished 
scarcely  anything.  The  material  is  so  meagre  for  a  school  dot 
it  will  be  difficult  to  raise  it  to  anything  like  a  fair  standing, 
therefore  we  have  advanced  thiB  in  another  place,  as  a  reason 
why  the  district  should  be  dissolved,  and  the  ^scholars  dirided 
between  its  neighbors. 

District  No.  22. 

Here  is  a  school  which  has  an  old,  dilapidated  house ;  which 
is  poorly  provided  with  books,  with  no  maps,  globe  or  charts, 
with  hardly  four  square  feet  of  blackboard,  without  any  of  the 
facilities  of  modem  times,  and  yet,  here  is  a  school  which,  sD 
things  considered,  has  not  been  outdone  by  any  in  theprogrtu 
made  during  the  year.  This  school  is  enthusiastic  in  study  and 
has  pushed  on  surprisingly  the  last  year.  The  examination  at 
the  close  of  the  Winter  term  was  particularly  satisfactory.  Iha 
classes  in  Golburn's  Arithmetic  deserve  special  mention. 
District  No.  28. 

This  district  is  in  union  with  No.  1,  in  Bow.  The  sehod, 
during  the  Summer  term,  sufiered  severely  from  the  course  taken 
by  many  of  the  parents,  who  ¥rithdrew  their  support  and  ohildxfi 
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Brom  the  Bchool,  for  the  reason  that  the  teacher  chose  to  manage 
lie  school  according  to  her  own  notions  rather  than  conform  to 
Nitride  dictation,  which  she  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  and  should 
hare  been  sapported  in  it,  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  she  was 
imreascxiable,  which  in  the  present  case  was  not  shown.  The 
keacher  wae  sustained  by  the  Committee,  and  the  school  would 
have  prospered,  doubtless,  but  for  unwarranted  and  foolish  prej- 
adices  in  the  district.  The  school  did  tolerably  well  in  the  Win* 
beat  term,  but  needs  a  better  house  and  more  liberal  patronage. 
District  No.  24. 
Here  is  a  prosperous  school,  and  we  see  illustrated  in  its  on- 
ward course  the  advantage  of  retaining  term  after  term  the 
iervices  of  the  same  teacher.  This  is  not  an  advanced  school, 
bfit  is  in  a  good  condition. 


J.  C.  EMERSON, 
N.  W.  GOVE, 
E.  0.  JAMESON, 


Superintending 
School  Committee 
I      of  OoncorcL 
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SCHOOLS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCORD, 


FOB  THB 


Year  Ending  Maroli,  1862. 


IN  TWO  PARTS. 


U^^r  lift 


CONCORD: 

F.  B.  COGSWELL,  FBINTBB. 
1862. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


In  obedience  to  the  requisites  of  law  and  custom,  the  Super 
intending  School  Committee  would  present  the  usual  annual 
Report. 

Considering  the  intimate  connection  between  the  present  and 
future  of  early  years,  the  subject  of  education  cannot  receivo 
too  prominent  a  place  in  the  interests  of  public  attontbn.  What 
strikes  deeper  the  vital  welfare  of  parents  and  citizens  dian  an 
intelligent,  well-directed  principle  of  action  in  the  young  nund  ? 
These  treasures,  in  an  important  sense,  are  committed  to  the 
guardianship  of  our  common  schools. 

We  have  but  to  congratulate  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
in  the  gradual  prosperity  and  high-toned  character  of  our  schools, 
during  the  past  year. 

The  two  terms  of  the  First  Division  were  taught  by  Wn 
Sara  F.  Tenny,  an  eflScient  teacher  of  several  year's  experience. 

In  the  Second  Division,  the  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Mrs. 
Hester  J.  Holden,  giving  additional  credit  to  her  established 
ability  in  the  school-room.     The  Winter  term  was  very  accepta- 
bly instructed  by  Miss  Martha  A.  Wragg. 
Most  respectfully  submitted. 


S.  H.  CARLETON, 
GEO.  W.  BROWN, 
DANIEL  HOLDEN, 
JACOB  DOW, 
HENRY  FARNUM, 


Superintending 

School 

Committee. 


KoTX.    For  StatUtics  see  Tabular  Report  of  Schools,  Part  I. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  IN  DISTRICT  NO.  18.* 


The  Winter  term  has  been  one  of  success  and  prosperity,  and 
parents  have  been  zealous  and  attentive  to  the  welfare  of  our 
school — an  example  which  we  hope  will  be  followed  for  years  to 
come.  The  government  of  the  school  was  happily  maintained, 
nudnly  on  the  principle  of  self-government  and  moral  suasion. 
Short  lessons,  well  committeed,  seemed  to  be  a  good  plan  of  the 
teacher,  thus  strengthening  the  understanding  for  future  exer- 
tion and  success.  We  feel  confident  that  when  committee  and 
parents  will  unite  their  efforts  with  the  teacher  in  counsel  and 
example,  our  school  will  be  useful,  and  the  school-room  will  be- 
come a  pleasant  and  happy  place.  The  school-room  is  constant- 
ly presenting  new  attractions  to  visitors,  and  the  children  are 
becoming  more  the  leading  spirits  in  advancing  the  cause  of 
education.  t 

The  Winter  term  of  fourteen  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  B. 
Jennie  Cook,  of  Wakefield.  This  school  had  an  average  attend- 
ance of  thirty-four  scholars.  Moral  character  well  reported, 
and  order  good.  Miss  Cook  is  a  teacher  of  superior  abilities. 
During  this  term  the  school  made  very  great  improvement,  ap- 
pearing much  better  at  the  close  of  the  term  than  we  have  ever 
before  seen  it.  Several  of  the  scholars  have  gone  through  their 
books  in  the  study  of  arithmetic  and  geography.  Classes  in 
grammar  did  well.  Classes  in  reading  appeared  familiar  with 
sounds  of  letters,  and  rules  of  modulation,  and  have  been  con- 
stantly exercised  in  spelling.  This  school  was  visited  twice  by 
the  Prudential  Committee,  and  by  the  parents  and  citizens. 

E.  S.  D.  ORDWAY,       ]  Superintending 

JAMES  CHESLEY, 

THOMAS  C.  CAPEN,    }        School 

DAVID  L.  SANDERS, 

GILES  WHEELER,        j      CommiUee. 

NoTB.    For  Statistics  refer  to  Tabular  Report  of  Schools,  Part  I. 
*  This  District  adopted  the  Somersworth  Act  at  the  close  of  the  Samme 
Term. 


THIRD    ANNUAL   REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD    OF    EDUCATION. 


The  revolution  of  another  year  brings  to  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion the  duty  and  privilege  of  again  reporting  to  the  citizens  of 
Union  School  District  respecting  the  schools  under  their  charge. 

Though  some  of  the  bright  prospects  which  animated  us  om; 
year  ago  have  been  partially  beclouded  by  the  ever  memorable 
events  which  have  been  transpiring  in  our  country,  we  are  nev- 
ertheless confident  that  our  system  of  public  schools  remains, 
no  less  than  in  former  years,  the  just  occasion  of  fondly  cher- 
ished hopes,  and  highly  worthy  of  your  patronage  and  support. 

Respecting  the  grading  of  the  schools  there  have  been  no 
material  changes  during  the  past  year. 

There  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year,  one  High, 
three  Grammar,  six  Intermediate,  twelve  Primary,  and  one 
Mixed  school,  under  the  care  of  the  following  teachers,  viz : — 

High  School.  Mr.  Henry  E.  Sawyer,  Miss  Harriette  Car- 
ter, Miss  Mary  A.  Currier. 

Grammar  Schools.  Mr.  Paltiah  Brown,  Mr.  George  S. 
Houghton,  Mr.  James  W.  Webster,  Miss  Mary  A.  Eaton,  Miss 
S.  Augusta  Gerrish,  Miss  Lucy  R.  Hill. 

Intermediate  Schools.  Miss  B.  A.  Currier,  Miss  L.  E.  Ton- 
kin, Miss  Orra  A.  George,  Miss  Harriet  S.  Edmunds,  iCss 
Emily  S.  Tildon,  Miss  Mary  0.  Carter. 

Primary  Schools.  Miss  S.  F.  Emery.  Miss  Eliza  J.  Day, 
Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett,  Miss  Annie  M.  Moulton,  Miss  E.  F.  Ord- 
way.  Miss  H.  Ada  Munroe,  Miss  Laura  Chase,  Miss  Mary  0. 
Batchelder,  Miss  Mary  D.  Hart,  Miss  Helen  M.  Putney,  Bfiss 
Laura  A.  Marston,  Miss  Rose  J.  Prescott,  Miss  Anna  E.  Shute, 
Miss  Metta  C.  Davis. 

Mixed  School.     Miss  Sarah  J.  Center. 


yi.    Uxaminatiana. 

These  occur  semi-annaallj,  at  the  close  of  the  Summer  and 
Winter  terms.  In  general,  for  the  past  year,  they  have  been 
Tery  well  sustained,  and  with  few  exceptions,  been  creditable  to 
the  scholars  and  satisfactory  to  those  present,  either  as  ezamm- 
eiB  or  as  spectators. 

Vn.    Money  Hxpended. 

The  aggregate  of  money  appropriated  and  furnished  for 
schools  the  past  year  is  ten  thousand  five  hundred  nineteen  dol- 
lars and  sixty  cents.  An  average  of  three  dollars  and  eighfy- 
iwo  cents  for  each  scholar. 

Vin.     School  Rouses. 

Two  districts  have  erected  new  school  houses  within  the  year^ 
Nos.  8  and  12.  The  new  house,  in  No.  8,  cost  about  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  is  convenient  and  neatly  finished,  but  not  spacious ; 
yet  perhaps  adequate  for  the  school,  except  on  special  occasions, 
e.  g.  public  examinations.  The  walls  of  this  school  room  are 
well  covered  with  maps,  by  the  liberal  munificence  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Coit,  Principal  of  St.  Paul's  School.  The  house  in  No.  12  was 
erected  at  an  expense  of  some  nine  hundred  dollars.  This  is  a 
well  constructed  building,  well  finished  and  spacious,  strangly 
in  contrast  with  the  ^'  Old  Brick  School  House  "  which  it  has 
displaced.  We  are  inclined  to  recommend  this  as  a  model 
school  house  deserving  the  examination  of  other  districts,  which 
we  hope  are  about  to  build. 

IX     Changes  Recommended. 

The  Committee  very  respectfully  suggest  and  recommend  a 
few  important  changes. 

1.  That  School  District  No.  21  be  dissolved  and  divided  be., 
tween  Nos.  13  and  19,  in  such  proportion  as  may  be  judged 
advisable.    This  change  is  recommended : — 

(a)  Because  there  can  be  no  great  objection  urged  against  it. 

(V)  Because  many  in  the  district  favor  it 
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commendation  would  not  be  misapplied.  Though  we  mention 
these  schools  last,  we  by  no  means  consider  them  least  in  imp(n^ 
tance.  It  should  ever  be  borne  in  mmd  that  the  higher  gradei 
of  school  depend  very  much  upon  the  character  of  the  Primary 
and  Itermediate.  If  these  are  deficient,  their  deficiency  will 
always  be  reflected  in  the  High  School.  It  has  been  too  often 
the  case,  tl'^it  while  graduates  from  Colleges  and  Seminaries 
have  been  .  roficient  in  the  higher  branches  and  fine  arts,  they 
have  been  grossly  Ignorant  of  the  rudimental  and  more  practi- 
cal branches.  This  great  evil  can  only  be  avoided  by  perfecting 
the  lower  grades  of  school. 

Among  the  indications  of  progress  in  our  schools  is  the  in- 
creasing  attention  which  the  teachers  are  giving  to  Phyaenl 
Training.  It  is  a  painful  fact  which  forces  itself  upon  every 
observing  mind,  that  the  children  of  our  city  are  growing  tip 
physically  weak  and  puny.  No  one  can  look  in  upon  the  fira^le 
forms  and  pale  faces  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  school-rooms, 
without  the  reflection  that  our  families  are  rapidly  degenerating. 
Perhaps  we  cannot  boast  of  mental  strength,  but  intellectoal 
development  is  in  advance  of  physical.  Heads  are  becoming 
bigger  than  bodies.  Many  a  mind,  strong  and  capable  of  the 
noblest  enterprise  is  travimelled  in  obscurity  by  physical  weak- 
ness. In  obviating  this  evil,  which  threatens  at  no  distant  day 
the  extinction  of  our  families,  much  is  to  be  done  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  plain  diet  and  a  closer  attention  to  physical  laws  at 
home.  But  there  is  a  work  of  no  slight  importance  to  be  done 
in  the  school-room.  Let  the  milder  forms  of  Gymnastic  exe^ 
cise  be  generally  introduced.  Let  the  monotony  of  study  hoars 
be  broken  in  upon  by  the  introduction  of  a  current  of  God's 
pure  air,  a  quickening  and  equalizing  of  the  circulation  by  giv- 
ing wholesome  action  to  the  muscles,  and  though  mental  diBO- 
pline  should  be  less,  we  are  confident  the  future  lives  of  our  sons 
and  daughters  will  be  longer  and  happier.  But  mental  diieh 
pline  will  not  be  less.  The  scholar  whose  physical  system  is 
kept  in  a  healthy,  vigorous  tone,  can  accomplish  more  in  a  hi^ 
number  of  hours.  If  our  children  ask  a  dollar  or  two  per  year 
for  dumb  bells,  rings,  &c.,  let  it  be  a  pleasure  to  furniah  it,  M 
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a  larger  sum  be  demanded  by  the  physician  and  the  undertaker. 

Highly  worthy  of  commendation  have  been  the  efforts  of  oar 
-teachers  to  avail  themselves  of  some  of  the  advantages  of  Nor- 
mal School  instruction.  Setting  apart  a  half  day  of  each  week, 
(time  allotted  them  for  rest,)  they  have  assembled,  and,  with 
cnEie  or  more  of  their  number  as  teachers,  have  devoted  attention 
to  such  subjects  as  would  perfect  them  most  in  their  calling. 
May  we  not  fondly  cherish  the  hopq,  that  this  commendable 
«flfort  will  prove  the  bud  of  promise,  the  full  bloom  of  which 
•hall  bless  the  rising  generation  of  teachers  with  its  fragraneo. 
May  this  small  beginning,  by  the  generous  efforts  of  the  patrons 
of  education,  find  development  in  that  great  want  of  our  State, 
oa  efficient-  Normal  School 

The  regulation  requiring  teachers  to  make  a  monthly  report 
rf  the  attendance,  scholarship  and  deportment  of  the  pupils 
uider  their  charge,  and  forward  the  same  to  parents  for  signa- 
ture, has  been  attended  by  highly  beneficial  results ;  to  this  the 
more  punctual  attendance,  improved  scholarship  and  deportment 
iiilly  testify.  In  former  years  many  cases  of  tardiness,  truancy, 
bad  lessons,  and  wrong  deportment,  were  entirely  secluded  from 
tiie  knowledge  of  the  parents.  By  these  reports  this  evil  may 
be  greatly  diminished,  while  each  Parent  is  monthly  informed  of 
the  character  which  his  children  are  forming  in  the  schools, — a 
privilege  which  no  parents,  wishing  the  highest  intellectual  and 
moral  well  being  of  their  sons  and  daughters,  can  fail  to  appre- 
ciate. 

Here  wo  would  call  attention  to  the  increasing  number  of 
that  class  of  truants  which  are  beyond  the  reach  of  intermd 
school  regulations.  In  most  cases  their  names  are  not  entered 
apon  any  school  register ;  they  spend  their  time  in  idleness  at 
their  favorite  resorts  on  the  streets,  in  the  pastures,  and  about 
the  river ;  the  habits  they  are  forming  are  necessarily  vicious. 
Would  not  a  judicious  execution  of  the  truant  law  of  our  State 
prove  salutary  to  them  and  prevent  the  infliction  of  severer 
penalties  in  future  years  ? 

In  some  instances  parents  have  been  inclined  to  repose  too 
much  confidence  in  the  highly  exaggerated  reports  which  child-. 
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time  until  read  correctly.    This  we  mention  as  a  &ct  soggestiYe 
to  teachers. 

District  No.  8. 
The  school  in  this  district  has  received  a  new  impulse  under 
the  guidance  of  an  efficient  teacher,  the  influence  of  a  new  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  parents  and  citizens,  and  the  erection  of  a 
new  school  house.  These  things  combined  have  had  a  very 
happy  effect  on  the  school.  The  teacher  says  their  motto  has 
been  ^^  Not  how  much,  but  how  well."  This  is  among  the  first 
schools  in  point  of  improvement  during  the  year. 

Districts  Nos.  9, 10  and  11.  Now  Union  IHstrict.  See 
Partn. 

District  No.  12. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  gchool  was  as  successful  as  could  be 
expected  under  the  circumstances.  The  teacher  speaks  of  pre- 
vailing sickness  which  made  sad  inroads  on  the  attendance,  and 
intimates  also  that  parents  were  not  as  particular  as  they  should 
be  in  requests  made  for  the  dismissal  of  pupils. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Winter  term  this  school  assemb- 
led in  a  new  house,  to  which  we  have  already  alluded.  The 
influence  has  been  most  happy  over  the  school.  Their  course 
has  been  in  every  respect  upward  and  onward,  so  that  we  may 
safely  commend  them  and  entertain  lugh  expectations  of  them 
for  the  future. 

District  No.  18. 

Here  is  a  school  which  ranks  among  the  largest.  Its  history 
for  the  last  three  years  has  been  characterized  by  a  steady  im- 
provement. During  the  past  year  there  has  been  great  improve- 
ment in  deportment  as  well  as  scholarship,  a  marked  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  scholars  to  be  orderly  and  observe  those  rules  of 
discipline  which  are  essential  to  a  good  school.  A  warm  interest 
and  friendship  has  existed  between  scholars  and  teachers,  much 
to  the  credit  of  the  school.  The  closmg  examinations  were  well 
attended.  This  district  should,  the  present  season,  undertake 
extensive  repairs  on  their  house,  or  build  a  new  one — ^the  latter 
perbapa  would  be  the  more  advisalle. 
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District  No.  14. 
The  school  here  has  prospered  under  the  same  teachers  as  the 
year  provioos.     This  school  has  been  in  session  only  about 
twenty  weekn,  but  the  pupils  understand  making  the  most  of 
short  terms. 

District  No.  15. 

The  school  in  this  district  is  small,  yet  for  some  reason  not 
easy  to  control.  We  hope,  however,  that  at  the  close  of  the 
year  it  is  in  an  improved  condition.  The  examinations  were 
commendably  sustained  at  the  close  of  each  term.  According 
to  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  Summer  term  only 
eight  of  the  seventeen  pupils  made  spelling  a  study.  We  hope 
this  is  a  mistake  in  figures  only. 

District  No.  16. 
This  is  a  school  of  only  four  scholars.     The  length  of  the 
term,  (only  one  term  m  the  year,)  was  seventeen  weeks,  and  so 
fiur  as  can  be  judged  by  the  Committee,  the  scholars  made  very 
commendable  improvement. 

District  No.  18.  See  Part  11. 
District  No.  19. 
Here  is  a  school  which  can  never  prosper  until  parents  take  a 
more  decided  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children.  Al- 
though there  are  some  good  scholars  and  some  who  improve  well 
every  term,  yet  too  many  during  the  past  year  have  been  incon- 
stant and  irregular.  The  teachers  have  labored  hard,  but  with 
too  little  success ;  the  school  does  not  hold  that  high  place  which 
it  might  and  ought  to  take. 

District  No.  20. 
Primary  Department. 

Here  are  some  eighty  little  children  who  ha^e  been  very 
constant  in  their  attendance,  and  very  orderly  in  their  deport- 
ment. They  sing  like  littie  birds  and  study  when  their  teacher 
wishes.  They  interest  all  visitors  very  much  in  their  varied 
performances,  and  evidenUy  are  learning  how  to  make  school 
time  pleasant  and  profitable.  We  conmiend  them,  and  mai^  Qc^ 
\AeB0  Hbe  dear  children. 
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life,  for  a  few  paltry  dollars  ?  Are  they  not  really  bartti 
his  future  happiness  and  welfare  for  filthy  lacre  7  The  aoa  ] 
be  anxious  for  a  trade  ;  he  may  think  he  has  education  emu 
But  is  he  yet  capable  of  judging  the  extent  of  knowledge 
quisite  to  successful  business  life  ?  Has  he  sufficient  mati 
to  wisely  decide  what  calling  he  will  follow  ?  Will  he  not 
day  look  back  and  regret  that  he  was  deprived  of  school  p 
leges  long  before  he  was  (qualified  to  grapple  with  the  f 
realities  of  life  ?  Let  such  questions  he  carefully  wei^iec 
parents  before  taking  their  sons  from  the  privileges  which 
so  freely  offered  them. 

In  conclusion,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  schools  will  | 
erally  vary  in  excellence  with  the  extent  of  interest  mamftl 
them  by  the  citizens.  When  good  buildings  are  provided, 
efficient  teachers  employed,  no  system  of  schools  can  even  i 
prosper  if  neglected  by  the  public.  Public  interest  will  alf 
be  reflected  in  both  teachers  and  pupils.  Our  schools  wB 
just  what  wc  make  of  them.  If  we  would  see  them  be© 
what  they  should  be, — schools  from  which  our  sons  and  dv 
ters  shall  come  iorth  with  symmetry  and  strength  of  intellee 
development,  and  characters  worthy  of  the  times  in  whid 
live — we  must  be  (jenerons  in  outlays,  wise  in  the  selectio 
teachers,  constant  in  vigilance  and  care,  that  while  they  are 
out  in  intellectual  strength,  they  may  also  be  inspired  with 
timcnts  of  filial  obedience,  fraternal  love,  true  patriotasm, 
reverence  for  (iod. 


ASA  FOWLER, 
DAVID  PATTEN, 
JOSIAII  P.  NUTTING, 
CALEB  PARKER, 
JESSE  P.  BANCROFT, 
JOSEPH  B.  WALKER, 
P.  B.  COGSWELL, 


Board 

of 
Hdueatk 


r 
p 

OF    TIJK  I       ^  '" 

kljools  in  i|)f  (Citi)  of  OToncorbr 

For  iho  Year  ending  March,  1863 : 


roi.i-.niKu  Willi   liiK 


I  i 


[AYoirs  i.\Ai;(;rKAL  addhesis. 


A    IJST   OF   (  ITY    OKFK  i:US, 


FOR   THE   MUNICIPAL   YEAR,   1863. 


(M)  N  r  U  K  ])  : 

P.   B .   c <) f ;  s  \v  K  I.  L.   V  It  I  N  r  V.  \i 


tSSSsatSiSSi 


«c.£s 


/THE 


NEW 


yoRKi 


ANNUAL  REPORT      ^^BLIclibe^^ 


OP  THE 


^SToa 


^^f*ox, 


^'^^«  oo;;?:/^-. 


SCHOOLS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CON? 

For  the  Year  ending  Maroliy  1863 ; 


JS98. 


'^TKJwa 


TOGETHER  WITU  THE 


MAYOR'S  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS 


AND 


A  LIST  OP  CITY  OFFICERS 


For  the  Municipal  Year  1863. 


CONCORD: 

.  P.  B.   COGSWELL^  PRINTER. 

i  1868. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOLS 


IN 


DISTRICTS  UNDER  THE  SOHERSWORTH  ACT 


IH  IHB 


CITY   OF   OONOORD, 


rOB  THE 


Year  Ending  March,  1862. 


PART    II. 


Prudential  Committees. — ^In  some  cases  thej  have  contrib- 
uted much  to  the  success  of  our  schools,  but  too  commonlj  hare 
done  nothing  more  than  to  employ  and  pay  second  class  teachers. 

Parents  and  Patrons. — ^It  is  a  source  of  regret  that  the 
parents  of  our  pupils  and  the  patrons  of  our  schools  care  so  littk 
for  our  common  educational  interests.  We  wish  the  time  would 
come  when  any  one  who  furnishes  a  pupil,  or  who  pays  a  dollir 
of  money  for  our  schools,  will  see  to  it  that  the  pupil  is  regdar 
in  attendance,  is  well  instructed,  and  that  the  "money  paid  for 
scliool  purposes  is  not  wasted. 

School  Houses. —  A  new  school  house  is  needed  in  each  of  the 
following  districts  :  District  No.  22,  District  No.  23,  District 
No.  1,  and  District  No.  13. 

Money  Expended — ^The  expense  at  which  these  schools  have 
been  carried  on  the  past  year  is  two  thousand  four  hundred 
fifty-four  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents ;  or  three  dollars  and 
eight  cents  for  each  scholar. 

Recommendations. — It  is  recommended, 

I.  That  a  change  be  made  in  our  school  system. 

II.  That  our  school  system  be  so  changed  that  all  the  schooU 
of  the  city  shall  come  under  the  special  care  and  control  of  tiie 
city  authorities. 

III.  That  the  city  government  shall  locate,  build,  and  repair 
school  houses,  and  provide  whatever  is  necessary  for  the  accom- 
modation of  all  tho  schools  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  city. 

IV.  That  the  selection,  examination,  and  assignment  of 
teachers,  the  constituting  and  classifying  of  schools,  the  promo- 
tion of  pupils  according  to  some  fixed  standard  of  scholarship, 
and  the  supervision  of  the  educational  interests  of  the  city,  shall 
be  committed  to  a  Superintending  School  Committee,  consisting 
of  not  less  than  ten  members,  elected  by  the  City  Council,  and 
holding  their  office  at  least  two  years. 

y.  That  this  matter  be  considered  and  such  means  be  adopt- 
ed as  are  proper  for  securing  the  change  suggested,  or  some- 
thing equivalent. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  IN  DISTRICT  NO.  18.* 


The  Winter  term  has  been  one  of  success  and  prosperity,  and 
parents  have  been  zealous  and  attentive  to  the  welfare  of  our 
school — an  example  which  we  hope  will  be  followed  for  years  to 
come.  The  government  of  the  school  was  happily  maintained, 
mainly  on  the  principle  of  self-government  and  moral  suasion. 
Short  lessons,  well  committeed,  seemed  to  be  a  good  plan  of  the 
teacher,  thus  strengthening  the  understanding  for  future  exer- 
tion and  success.  We  feel  confident  that  when  committee  and 
parents  will  unite  their  efforts  with  the  teacher  in  counsel  and 
example,  our  school  will  be  useful,  and  the  school-room  will  be- 
come a  pleasant  and  happy  place.  The  school-room  is  constant- 
ly presenting  new  attractions  to  visitors,  and  the  children  are 
becoming  more  the  leading  spirits  in  advancing  the  cause  of 
education.  t 

The  Winter  term  of  fourteen  weeks  was  taught  by  Miss  B. 
Jennie  Cook,  of  Wakefield.  This  school  had  an  average  attend- 
ance of  thirty-four  scholars.  Moral  character  well  reported, 
and  order  good.  Miss  Cook  is  a  teacher  of  superior  abilities. 
During  this  term  the  school  made  very  great  improvement,  ap- 
pearing much  better  at  the  close  of  the  term  than  we  have  ever 
before  seen  it.  Several  of  the  scholars  have  gone  through  their 
books  in  the  study  of  arithmetic  and  geography.  Classes  in 
grammar  did  well.  Classes  in  reading  appeared  familiar  with 
sounds  of  letters,  and  rules  of  modulation,  and  have  been  con- 
stantly exercised  in  spelling.  This  school  was  visited  twice  by 
the  Prudential  Committee,  and  by  the  parents  and  citizens. 

E.  S.  D.  ORDWAY,       1  Superintending 


E.  S.  D.  ORDWAY,       1  Suz 
JAMES  CHESLEY, 
THOMAS  C.  CAPEN,    } 


School 
GILES  WHEELER,        j      CommiUee. 


DAVID  L^SANDERS,  j 


NoTB.    For  Statistics  refer  to  Tabular  Report  of  Schools,  Part  I. 
*  Ttiis  District  adopted  the  Somersworth  Act  at  the  close  of  the  Snmme 
Term. 
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The  Scliool  in  District  No.  6, — ^Tho  rank  of  this  school  is 
high  in  scholarship.  The  number  of  its  pupils  is  small,  and  the 
last  year  made  "  beautifully  less"  by  the  existence  of  certaun 
private  animosities  in  the  District,  and  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
not  in  future  debar  any  scholar  from  his  rightful  prinleges. 

The  Scliool  in  District  No,  7. — For  thirty-six  weeks  of  tbe 
year  this  school  has  been  under  the  instruction  of  a  highly  effi- 
cient teacher,  who,  to  the  regret  of  all,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
resigned  her  position  to  accept  a  more  eligible  situation  else- 
where. 

The  School  in  District  No.  8. — ^This  school  has,  for  a  year  or 
two,  been  advancing  gradually  to  a  higher  position.  Its  pro- 
gress, however,  has  been  checked  by  reason  of  the  illness  and 
change  of  its  teacher  the  last  term  of  the  past  year, 

The  School  in  District  No.  12. — The  standard  of  discipline 
and  scholarship  here  has  been  rapidly  advanced,  chiefly  by  the 
labors  of  very  able  teachers  for  a  few  successive  terms.  The 
last  term  of  the  past  year  perhaps  contributed  more  than  any 
previous  one  to  the  high  position  now  held  by  this  school,  which 
is  second  to  none  in  ability y  ordeVy  and  scholarship. 

The  School  in  District  No.  13. — The  effects  of  laborioofl 
teachers  seem  to  accomplish  little  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  things  here.  A  new  and  commodious  house  is  very 
much  needed.  The  condition  of  this  school  is  a  strong  argu- 
ment for  the  speedy  adoption  of  a  new  system,  either  the  one 
suggested  or  some  other,  whereby  the  healthful  pressure  of  an- 
thority  shall  be  felt. 

Tlie  School  is  District  No.  14. — Was  prosperous  and  greatly 
profited  the  first  term ;  but  the  second  term  it  became  inaub(W»- 
ordinate  and  proved  a  complete  failure. 

The  School  in  District  No.  15. — ^This  school  is  small,  bat  has 
taken  a  higher  position  than  the  year  previous.  The  cUscipline 
the  second  term  was  highly  creditable  to  the  teacher. 

The  School  in  District  No.  16. — ^The  past  year  has  been  one 
of  profit  to  this  school  under  the  instructions  of  its  former  teacher. 


The  School  in  District  Wo.  18. — The  interests  of  this  school 
have  been  well  sustained ;  all  concerned  in  it  having  labored 
for  its  success.  It  now  ranks  high  amoixg  the  schools  of  our 
city. 

The  ScJiool  in  Diitrwt  No,  19. — This  has  advanced  consid- 
erably during  the  year,  and  would  have  deri%*ed  greater  benefit 
imder  its  able  instructors  but  for  the  careless  and  irregular  at- 
tendance of  the  pupib,  and  the  great  want  of  interest  among 
%  the  parents  and  patrons ! 

The  School  in  District  No.  20. — This  school  is  large,  hav- 
ing two  hundred  and  sixty-two  different  pupils  during  the  year. 
It  is  divided  into  three  departments,  each  having  three  terms  in 
the  year,  amounting  to  thirty-five  weeks.  The  school  house  has 
been  enlarged  and  repaired  at  a  cost  of  some  eight  hundred 
dollars  the  past  year.  The  school  in  all  its  departments  has 
prospered,  and  its  condition  and  prospects  are  good.  This  Dis- 
trict has  adopted  the  Somersworth  Act,  and  will  hereafter  be 
reported  by  its  own  committee. 

The  Scliool  in  District  No,  21. — ^This  school  has  been  carried 
on  through  the  year  at  an  expense  of  labor,  of  patience,  and  of 
money  J  altogether  too  great  in  proportion  to  the  result  attained. 
The  best  teachers  will  labor  here  almost  in  vain,  and  the  only 
way  to  save  the  waste  of  labor  and  over  a  hundred  dollars  in 
m(Hiey  annually,  is  to  carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the  last 
year's  report. 

The  School  in  District  No.  22. — This  school  has  been  but 
partially  successful.  There  should  be  no  more  instruction  at- 
tempted here  until  a  new  house  is  provided. 

The  School  in  Distrct  No.  23. — A  new  house  is  needed  here. 
The  school  is  in  a  fair  condition. 

The  School  in  District  No.  24.— This  school  has  been  well 
oondocted,  and  had  a  prosperous  year. 
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]  r7  Ho7t,   ~ 
U.  L.  Elliott, 
D.  C.  Tcnney, 

C.  II.  Merrill, 

D.  Farnum, 
N.  Lovcjoy, 

n.  G.  Belknap. 

John  Jarvis, 
J.  Oilman, 
Geo.  G.  Virgin 


Teach«n. 


Miss  C.  A.  Stone, 
i  Mrs.  C.  A.  Sawyer, 
Miss  H.  N.  AVebber, 

4«  tt  ft 

"    II.  N.  Perkins, 
«f         «f  t< 

"  F.  A.  Jones, 

"  M.  S.  Lane, 

"  L.  Fi.  Smart, 

"  S.  Webster, 
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2 
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2 
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G  H.  Sanborn,    1 

A.  Thompson,  ■  1 

Wm.  Curtice,      1 

12 

James  Blake,    !  1 

2 

J.  S.  Brown,  >t|  1 
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31 
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S.  F. 
A.  S. 
I    "    M.  A 
'    •*     D.  E. 

Mr.  11.  E. 

MijtK  A.  J, 
!  Mr.  J.  B. 

MissM.  V 

Mr.  II.  K. 

Miss  M.  J 
I  Mr.  F.  P. 

Miss  J.  A, 
I  ••  H.K. 
I    «f        f< 


Bickford, 
Gay, 
,  Greene, 

Hill, 

Aver, 
.  Farnam, 
Dnstin, 
\.  (jraham, 

Whidden, 

,  Hill, 

Potter, 

Holmes, 

Wales, 


"21 

*«    J.  P.  Stark, 

,f22 

"     J.  S.  Monlton, 

f'23 

"    B.  A.  Hall, 

t-24 

"    A.S.Smith, 

Mrs.  K.  A.  Stickney, 
Mr.  E.  F.  Ambrose, 
j  Miss  E.  F.  Moore, 

«f  t«  «« 

"    A.  M.  K.  Chase, 
•I  f«  ff 

"    S.  W.  Moore, 
"     E.  C.  Danforth, 
If        II  I* 

"  S.  F.  Tenncy, 

"  S.  F.  Kimball, 

*•  S.  C.  Fryo, 

••  A.  H.  Winslow, 

«•  F.  M.  True, 

"  L.  C.  Johnson, 

"  L.  A.  Clough, 

•*  R.  A.  Hook, 
Mr.  D.  K.  Nutter, 
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14.0065  36 
20.00  59150 
20.00;49'40'80| 
16.0040.34 
18.0044  40 
18.00  53.44'90 
20.004841 
14.00 19  13 
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Hi 
8 
13 
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10 


■10  I  16.00 11!  g^O]  1WJ» 
99.14 
32.77 
49.07 


16.006141. 
16.0048,32:' 
13.50-  Ij    i  „, 
17.00:  2!       21 
13.00  6.    '    ; 

19.2610      ^^i^ 

Total,  52461.75 


B.  0.  JAMESON, 
WM.  H-  ALLEN, 
JOSIAH  STEVENS, 


Sup.  S.  Com. 

of  the 

City  of  CmmL 


SCHOOL  REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


Tour  Committee  are  happy  in  reporting  the  rich  fruits  of  sue- 
that  have  attended  the  school  labors  of  the  past  year. 

Under  the  greater  facilities  of  a  new  school  house — allowing 
two  grades  instead  of  two  miscellaneous  schools,  as  heretofore^- 
tiie  winter  departments  presented  an  improved  condition  of  our 
•dacational  interests ;  and  the  enlivening  feelings  of  the  patrons 
(perhaps  partially  excited  by  the  attention  and  expenses  neces- 
mrj  to  building  and  fumbhing  a  new  and  commodious  house) 
leepeak  strong  encouragemeut  to  hope  for  nobler  literary  attain- 
ments. It  is  most  obvious  that  parental  and  philanthropic  at- 
tention cannot  be  too  earnestly  devoted  to  the  forming  habits 
and  intelligence  of  our  children  and  youth ;  as  no  treasures  are 
■0  largely  to  contribute  to  the  lasting  enjoyments  of  kindred  and 
Ae  high  standing  of  society. 

The  Summer  Term  of  the  First  Division  was  well  managed 
hj  the  continued  instructions  of  Miss  Sara  F.  Tenney. 

In  the  Second  Division  the  summer  scholars  enjoyed  the  able 
services  of  their  former  teacher,  Miss  Martha  A.  Wragg. 

The  Primary  Department  of  the  winter,  in  charge  of  IVGss  A. 
H.  R.  Chase,  agreeably  did  its  part  iu  laying  the  foundation  for 
iiitare  greatness.  The  Higher  Department,  taught  by  Miss 
Etta  C.  Danforth,  was  a  school  of  fine  and  worthy  promise. 

1st  Division.  2d  Division.  Pri.  Depart.  Higher  Bep. 

12 


Weeks  of  School. 
Wages  per  month. 
Dif.  Scholars  in  term, 
Dif.  Scholars  in  year, 
Average  attendance. 


12 

12 

12 

$19 

1^19 

«24 

48 

46 

62 

123 

42 

41 

54 

Most  respectfolly  sabmitted. 


S.  H.  OARLETON, 
DAVID  ABBOTT, 
A.  A.  BLANCHARD, 
M.  H.  FABNUM, 
0.  H.  OLOUQH, 


65 
61 


S.S. 

'  Com. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD   OF   EDUCATION. 


The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Union  School  District  respect- 
fully present  this,  the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  condition  of 
the  several  schools  under  their  charge. 

There  have  been  in  operation,  during  the  past  year,  twenty- 
three  schools,  graded  as  follows :  one  High  school,  three  Gna- 
mar,  six  Intermediate,  twelve  Primary  schools,  and  one  md 
school.     These  have  been  taught  by  the  following  teachers:— 

Hiffh  Scliool,  Mr.  Henry  E.  Sawyer,  Principal,  Miss  Ha^ 
riotte  Carter  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Currier,  Assistants,  Spring 
term  ;  Mr.  Henry  J.  Crippen  and  Miss  M.  M.  Otis,  Fall  anJ 
Winter  terms. 

Grammar  Schools.  Mr.  James  W.  Webster,  Mr.  George  & 
Houghton,  Miss  Mary  A.  Eaton,  Miss  S.  Augusta  Gerrish,!!* 
Lucy  R.  Hill,  and  Miss  Carrie  M.  Colburn. 

Intermediate  Schooh.  Miss  A.  M.  Davis,  Miss  Bell  Ctei" 
ent,  Miss  Lucy  A.  Way,  Miss  Martha  A.  Wragg,  Miss  Job 
Farr,  Miss  Harriet  S.  Edmunds,  Miss  OiTa  A,  George,  Mb 
Mary  0.  Carter,  Miss  L.  E.  Tonkin,  and  Miss  B.  A.  Currier. 

Primary  SclwoU,  Miss  Sarah  P.  Lane,  Miss  Sarah  F.  Eb- 
ery,  Miss  Eliza  J.  Day,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett,  Miss  Annie  M, 
Moulton,  Miss  H.  Ada  Munroe,  Miss  Henrietta  Wilkins,  5D« 
Mary  0.  Batchelder,  Miss  E.  F.  Ordway,  REss  Helen  M.  P* 
ney,  Miss  L.  A.  Marston,  Miss  Katie  E.  Towle,  Miss  BoseX 
Prescott,  Miss  M.  C.  Davis,  and  Miss  Anna  E.  Shute. 

Mixed  School^  at  Eleven  Lots.     Miss  Sarah  J.  Center. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  drawn  on  school  orders  for  tbs 
support  of  the  schools  is  $7764*63. 

The  amoimt  expended  for  each  scholar  is  $1*37. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  instructed  in  all  the  schools  bH 
been  seventeen  hundred  siz^-fbur,  and  distributed  as  shown  > 
the  following  table : 
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We  hope  the  good  work  which  was  commenced  in  the  erect- 
tion  of  the  Grammar  School  buildings  will  not  cease  until  every 
school-room  of  our  city  shall  be  divested  of  all  which  is  gloomy 
and  offensive,  and  rendered  convenient  and  attractive. 


SCHOOLS. 


STATISTICS. 


PUPILS  IN  TEAR. 
aof#,  Qlrlf.  ToIbI^ 


POPHiS  IN  WINTER. 
No.    Anr,.Per  Cant. 


North  End  Primary, 
Merrimack  Primary, 

Union  Street  Primary,  ^^ 

Centre  Primary, 

Sprircr  Street  Primary,  j  J^* 

MjrUe  Street  Primary,  |  ^^^ 

Rnmford  Primary, 

Sonth  End  Primary,       i  ^t 

North  End  Intermediate, 
Merrimack  Intei mediate. 

Centre  Intermediate,      <  ^a 

Romford  Intermediate, 
Sonth  End  Intermediate, 
Merrimack  Grammar, 
Centre  Grammar, 
Romford  Grammar, 
High  School. 
BleTen  Lots  School,  (Mixed 


Diriaion, 
BiviBion, 

DiTJsion^ 
DirinioD, 

Division  r 

Division  f 
Divbionf 


DlTiaLODi 

Di  vision, 


42 

42 

84 

64 

47 

io 

49 

89 

6,5 

43 

33 

34 

67 

42 

31 

30 

29 

m 

40 

31 

U 

33 

67 

69 

53 

42 

44) 

82 

48 

34 

26 

2« 

iS2 

40 

33 

48 

32 

80 

57 

38 

42 

38 

m 

60 

50 

31 

40 

71 

50 

43 

44 

25 

e& 

86 

39 

34 

34 

68 

83 

48 

32 

38 

70 

57 

48 

33 

30 

63, 

67 

42 

32 

32 

64^ 

47 

41 

30 

38 

68 

49 

43 

4I] 

39 

79 

62 

52 

25 

22 

47 

43 

37 

B4 

84 

168 

116 

107 

17 

27 

44 

40i 

37 

72 

72 

1+4 

M6 

101 

43 

m 

132 

93 

88 

19 

16 

36 

27 

at) 

87. 

78. 

73.8 

77.5 

89.8 

71.8 

82.5 

66.6 

83.3 

SS. 

59,1 

76.2 

80.7 

73.6 

87.2 

Bil 

83.8 

87.2 

92.2 

92.5 

87^ 

94.6 

74. 


873    909  1782 


1341  1106 


From  the  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  only  a  small  number 
of  scholars,  in  proportion  to  the  aggregate,  avail  themselves  of 
the  advantages  of  the  High  School.  Are  not  too  many  parents 
undervaluing  this  high  privilege  ?  Here  facilities  not  inferior 
to  tiie  best  academies  of  the  State  are  freely  extended  to  all 
your  children.  Without  the  expense  and  anxiety  of  sending 
your  sons  to  distant  towns,  you  may  give  them  advantages  of  a 
thorough  preparation  for  college,  or  for  most  branches  of  busi- 
ness life,  while  each  day  they  may  be  under  your  own  supervis- 
ion and  care. 

In  many  instances  boys  are  withdrawn  from  the  course  before 
they  have  completed  the  studies  of  the  Grammar  School.  Some 
parents  want  their  services  at  home ;  others  wish  their  sons  to 
learn  a  trade.  It  is  true,  parents  have  the  power  to  do  as  they 
But  have  they  the  moral  right  thus  to  maim  a  child  for 
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There  is  gratifying  evidence  of  increasing  self-culture  and 
enlarged  capacity  and  resources  on  the  part  of  some  of  die 
teachers,  proving  the  industry  and  faithfulness  with  \rhich  they 
have  applied  themselves  to  the  work  of  preparation.  In  pro- 
portion as  a  higher  order  of  personal  discipline  and  attainment 
is  acquired  by  the  teacher,  we  have  seen  the  interest  and  spirit 
of  application  in  the  scholar  increased.  By  as  much  as  tlie 
work  to  be  done  is  more  clearly  defined  in  the  mind  of  tte 
teacher,  so  much  more  readily  will  the  idea  reach  the  apprehen- 
sion and  secure  the  interest  of  the  pupil.  Hence  we  have  seen 
that  in  those  schools  taught  by  enterprising  and  progresdve 
teachers,  those  whose  resources  will  allow  them,  at  times,  to 
overstep  the  boundaries  of  mere  routine,  and  illustrate  froB 
their  own  treasures,  there  exists  a  more  subtle  connection  U- 
tween  the  minds  of  teacher  and  pupil,  and  a  more  perfect  con- 
trol of  the  former  over  the  latter.  Tliis  condition  may  be  it- 
garded  as  a  prime  guarantee  of  success,  as  it  secures  attentioOj 
lays  open  the  several  avenue?  to  the  mind,  and  thus  renden 
instruction  easy.  Nor  does  its  influence  stop  here  ;  it  facilitatei, 
in  like  manner,  the  maintenance  of  good  order  and  discipline, 
for  such  teachers  preoccupy  the  minds  of  pupils,  and  thus  ^^ 
move  temptation  to  seek  extraneous  objects  of  interest. 

After  prolonged  examination  of  the  schools,  their  excelka- 
cies  and  defects,  and  due  consideration  of  the  best  means  rf 
advancing  their  eflSciency  and  value,  the  Board  of  EducatiflB 
decided  that  the  wants  of  the  schools,  especially  the  lowff 
grades,  called  upon  them  to  organize  some  special  measures  tD 
secure  uniformity  of  plan,  and  the  introduction  of  the  best  meth- 
ods of  instruction.  To  effect  this,  required  the  services  of  i 
man  versed  in  the  business  of  teaching  and  conversant  wA 
the  wants  of  pupils  and  teachers.  Accordingly,  since  the  b^ 
ginning  of  the  Fall  term  a  male  assistant  has  been  employed  is 
the  High  school,  and  a  small  part  of  the  time  of  the  Principit 
has  been  devoted  to  this  work.  For  the  reasons,  more  in  de^ 
which  have  led  to  this  step,  we  may  refer  to  Mr.  Sawyer's  «• 
port,  which  is  herewith  submitted.  During  the  Fall  and  WM 
terms  he  has  devoted  so  much  time,  as  was  contemplated  in  tte 
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irrangemeiit,  to  labor  in  the  schools  of  lower  grades,  learning 

fteir  wants,  and  introducing  to  the  attention  of  teachers  those 
'improvements  in  methods  of  teaching  which  experience  has  es- 

Ikblished. 

Principles  are  enforced  by  practical  illustrations  before  the 
t^daases.  It  has  been  a  prominent  design  in  this  course  to  sup- 
bfly,  so  far  as  circumstances  would  permit,  a  demand  which  the 
[laek  of  a  normal  school  has  left  unanswered,  namely,  instruction 
i^in  school  teaching.  The  Board  believe  that,  so  far,  the  labors 
iUt  the  Superintendent  have  been  a  success,  and  that  the  bene- 
^tB  are  already  apparent  in  many  of  the  schools. 
>;  As  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  discusses  at  length  topics 
'•jdf  vital  interest  to  the  schools,  we  commend  it  to  your  careful 

Attention. 

GYMNASTIC   EXERCISES. 

In  the  report  of  last  year,  allusion  was  made  to  the  value  of 
physical  exercises,  introduced  at  frequent,  short  intervals  be- 
iireen  recitations.  This  course  has  been  generally  adopted  in 
Ae  schools,  (although  the  absolute  amount  of  time  consumed  in 
them  has  been  small),  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  regarding 
it  vrith  much  favor. 

Without  referring  in  this  place  to  strong  physiological  reasons 
ia  favor  of  gymnastics,  we  are  confident  that,  as  a  practical  fact, 
Jf  we  deduct  the  time  devoted  to  it,  when  properly  conducted, 
Hie  balance  of  school  hours  is  worth  more  to  the  pupil  than  the 
"whole  time  would  be  in  the  absence  of  this  interruption.  The 
Spnnediate  increase  of  mental  vigor  more  than  compensates  for 
Ihe  time  consumed,  to  say  nothing  of  its  effect  in  fortifying  the 
physical  system  to  endure  prolonged  confinement  in  the  school 
Koom,  and  resist  the  attacks  of  various  forms  of  disease,  which 
constitute  so  frequent  and  so  sad  an  interruption  in  the  schools. 
|fc  ahould  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  gymnastics,  as  now  taught, 
tg  not  simply  a  physical  exercise,  but  takes  good  rank  as  a  men- 
\lfiX  discipline.  To  follow  the  routine  of  movements  with  precision 
peqmres  hardly  less  of  mental  concentration  than  the  study  of 
liithmetic,  geography,  or  history. 
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VOCAL  MUSIC. 


Greater  proficiency  in  vocal  music  has  been  made  during  the 
year  than  heretofore.  A  few  schools  enjoy  the  advantage  of 
having  teachers  who  are  versed  in  music.  Two  teachers,  not 
musicians,  with  commendable  enterprise,  united  their  schools  for 
a  short  time  occasionally,  procuring  musical  assistance  at  their 
own  expense.  In  the  High,  and  Rumfor4  Grammar  schools  a 
short  series  of  lessons  has  been  kindly  volunteered  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liam A.  Ilodgdon. 

The  introduction  of  vocal  music,  to  a  limited  extent,  has  much 
to  commend  it  to  your  approval.  It  developes  and  strengthens 
the  respiratory  organs,  promoting  health  ;  it  cultivates  the  vocal 
apparatus,  improving  the  compass  and  quality  of  the  voice  for 
reading  and  speaking,  and  thus  becomes  an  auxiliary  to  direct 
instruction  in  these  important  branches.  It  elevates  the  moral 
sentiments,  and  promotes  harmony  in  social  intercourse,  and  thus 
exerts  an  important  influence  in  the  formation  of  character. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  District,  the  houses  on 
Spring  and  Union  streets  have  each  been  enlarged  by  the  addi- 
tion of  ten  feet  to  the  length  of  each  room.  The  expense  of 
these  additions  will  be  reported  in  its  proper  place.  These  four 
rooms  are  now  made  commodious,  pleasant,  and  suflSciently  large 
to  contain  the  most  approved  seats  and  benches  for  fifty  scholars 
each.  They  are  well  lighted,  and  admit  of  a  pure  atmosphere. 
The  appropriation  not  proving  sufficient  to  furnish  all  the  rooms 
with  new  benches,  the  lower  Primary,  in  each  house,  is  still 
using  the  old  seats.  These  last  relicts  of  a  darker  age  should 
at  once  disappear,  and  no  longer  be  allowed  to  testify  to  our 
short  comings  in  duty  to  these  suffering  but  unoffending  children. 

The  Primary  room  in  the  School  street  building  has  been 
furnished  with  fifty  convenient  and  elegant  benches,  which  are 
at  once  a  credit  to  the  District,  and  a  joy  to  both  pupils  and 
teacher.  The  enlarged  rooms  are  well  filled,  and  the  result 
shows  that  the  alteration  was  not  made  too  early. 

The  most  prominent  defect  in  our  school  appliances,  now  re- 
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maining,  and  the  one  which  interferes  most  sadly  with  the  most 
successful  operation  of  our  school  system,  is  found  in  the  condition 
of  the  School  street  building.  The  subject  is  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Board  in  the  report  of  the  Superintendent,  and  has 
also  been  painfully  suggested  by  their  own  observations  in  the 
different  rooms  and  about  the  building.  The  magnitude  of  the 
interests  affected  by  the  condition  of  this  house  demands  that  it 
should  be  carefully  examined  by  the  District,  and  we  can  hardly 
believe  that,  after  such  examination  and  due  attention  to  the 
interests  involved,  any  citizen  will  doubt  that  the  time  has  come 
to  move  in  this  matter,  and  continue  the  work  so  well  begun  in 
the  construction  of  the  Merrimack  and  Rumford  houses.  In  no 
other  way  can  justice  be  done  to  an  important  part  of  the  Dis- 
trict, 

As  the  proper  limits  of  this  report  will  not  allow  us  to  dwell 
on  many  of  the  reasons  which  demand  the  erection  of  a  new 
house,  we  will  call  attention  to  one  of  the  most  important,  and 
ask  citizens  to  examine  the  subject  for  themselves.  We  refer 
now  to  the  fact  that  no  room  in  the  house  furnishes  the  condi- 
tions demanded  by  the  laws  of  organization  for  the  maintenance 
of  either  the  bodily  or  mental  health  of  the  number  of  persons 
convened  in  them  during  school  hours. 

To  secure  the  results  for  which  teacher  and  pupils  are  in 
school,  it  is  clear  that  a  state  of  healthy  activity  of  body  and 
mind  must  be  possible.  But  such  state  is  not  possible  without 
a  due  regulation  of  the  atmospheric  air  and  temperature,  with 
reference  to  the  demands  of  the  living  system.  Each  living 
being  demands  a  certain  volume  of  atmospheric  air  of  a  proper 
temperature  ;  and  this  air  must  be  in  a  constant  state  of  change 
and  renovation,  since  each  respiration  abstracts  the  oxygen, 
which  is  the  food  of  life  and  the  stimulus  of  the  brain,  and  unfits 
the  air  for  further  breathing.  This  is  a  fixed  condition,  for 
which  there  exists  no  substitute ;  a  demand  of  nature  in  organi- 
zation will  not  be  yielded  for  a  moment  on  any  terms ;  an  inexo- 
rable law,  not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  which  can  fail.  Penalty  unre- 
lenting follows  violation,  and  the  two  are  inseparable.  No  no- 
tions of  economy,  no  financial  engineering  can  circomvent  IJiis 
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necessity.  Whoever  tries  to  change  this  law,  and,  for  whatever 
reasons,  put  the  system  on  reduced  rations  of  this  vital  stimnlos, 
will  do  it  at  the  risk  of  serious  damage  to  function  or  structure. 
Whatever  is  gained  or  saved  financially,  is  taken  from  health 
and  soundness  of  body  and  mind. 

But  to  be  more  explicit,  this  constant  supply  of  the  oxygen 
of  pure  air  through  the  lungs  is  demanded  for  the  vitalization 
of  the  blood,  (which  is  always  deteriorating),  and  without  it 
the  blood  cannot  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  organization,  or 
supply  to  the  brain  the  stimulus  necessary  to  a  healthy  activity. 
This  brings  us  to  the  penalty  of  the  law  in  question.  Supply 
an  atmosphere  deficient  in  quantity  or  quality,  and  evil  at  once 
begins.  A  general  deterioration  of  vital  power  commences, 
which  manifests  itself  in  gradually  failing  health  and  strength, 
and  increased  liability  to  attacks  of  disease  in  different  forms. 
It  would  be  easy  to  show  from  reliable  facts,  that  just  m  pro- 
portion as  this  vital  law  is  disregarded,  and  living  beings  are 
placed  in  too  small,  or  ill  ventilated  apartments,  is  the  frequency 
of  disease  and  degenerated  stamina ;  and,  though  the  effect  is  not 
fully  developed  at  once,  it  is  not  the  less  sure. 

But  if  any  should  be  willing  to  take  the  risk  of  keeping  child- 
ren and  youth,  for  one  fourth  part  of  the  time  in  an  impure  at- 
mosphere, so  far  as  physical  health  is  concerned,  and  choose  to 
regard  the  weaknesses  and  infirmities  thickening  upon  them 
gradually  as  accidental,  rather  than  the  legitimate  effect  of 
a  disregard  of  this  inflexible  condition  of  healthy  developement, 
still,  broken  health  is  not  the  whole  evil ;  for,  as  it  is  impossible 
to  preserve  bodily  integrity  on  such  terms,  it  is  no  less  so  to 
sustain  the  mental  faculties  and  moral  feelings  in  healthy  exer- 
cise. Perception  and  memory  will  be  dull,  the  feelings  irrita- 
ble, the  purposes  irresolute,  and,  with  all  these  embarrassments, 
the  prime  objects  of  school  more  or  less  defeated.  The  ev3 
falls  no  less  heavily  on  the  teacher  than  on  the  pupil,  and, 
through  the  teacher,  re-acts  still  on  the  pupil.  The  buoyancy  of 
spirit,  the  zeal,  faith,  and  courage  necessary  to  the  best  suc- 
cess, by  degrees  give  place  to  lassitude,  depression,  and  the 
victim  performs  duty  under  a  heavy  bat  immovable  burden. 
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Thus  it  is  easy  to  see  that  by  neglecting  this  one  condition  of 
success,  even  while  incurrmg  nearly  all  the  expense  of  a  perfect 
system,  we  fail  of  a  satisfactory  result.  However  judicious  you 
may  be  in  the  selection  of  Ifeachers,  however  faithfully  you  may 
watch  over  them  from  day  to  day,  still,  so  long  as  this  funda- 
mental error  is  allowed  to  embarrass  both  teacher  and  pupil,  we 
have  no  right  to  expect  the  full  returns  for  the  knowledge,  the 
skill,  and  the  money  invested  in  the  schools. 

Now  to  apply  this  doctrine  to  the  case  in  question,  it  only 
needs  to  be  said  that,  in  the  School  street  house,  hardly  a  single 
room  can  contain  fifty  per  cent  of  the  volume  of  atmospheric  air 
required  by  the  number  of  persons  who  are  daily  obliged  to  be 
gathered  in  them,  and,  what  adds  still  more  to  the  evil,  is  the 
&ct  that  there  is  no  effectual  means  by  which  eyen  this  small 
supply  can  be  renovated.  It  would  seem,  therefore  that  a  hu- 
mane regard  for  the  physical  safety  of  our  children,  that  a  rea- 
sonable interest  in  their  mental  developement  and  moral  welfare, 
as  well  as  a  respectable  assurance  that  success  will  attend  the 
best  exertions  and  the  funds  invested  in  these  schools, — these 
all  demand  a  change. 

It  is  also  due  to  the  children  and  youth  that  we  should  no 
longer  subject  them  to  this  exhausting  tax  upon  their  physical, 
mental,  and  moral  forces,  and  prospects  in  life. 

It  is  due  to  the  devoted  teachers,  whom  we  do  not  overpay, 
that  we  should  not  add  to  the  difficulties  which  necessoarily  en- 
compass their  delicate  and  responsible  work. 

It  is  due  to  ourselvesy  and  to  the  reputation  of  our  city  for 
intelligence,  prudence,  and  discretion,  that  we  should  remove 
tins,  almost  the  only  remaining  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the 
considerable  means  embarked  in  the  school  enterprise. 

If  this  view  be  correct,  (of  which  there  is  no  doubt),  it  calls  . 
for  immediate  action.  We  believe  dUo  that  sound  economy  will 
be  consulted  by  building  at  once.  The  peculiar  financial  condi- 
tion existing  at  the  present  time,  fortunately  would  seem  to  oflbr 
no  objection  to  this  plan,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  make  the  pre- 
aent  the  most  favorable  time.  There  is,  as  yet,  no  great  ad- 
yance  in  the  prioe  of  biulding  materials)  and  funds  can  now  be 
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obtained  at  rates  much  below  those  of  ordinary  times.  Moreover, 
tiie  time  would  seem  peculiarly  favorable  for  those  who  would 
be  called  on  to  pay  most  largely,  since  it  is  notorious  that  the 
di£Sculty  of  finding  safe  investments  for  idle  capital  is  one  of 
great  complaints  of  moneyed  men.  Is  it  not,  then,  wisdom,  as 
the  financial  question,  to  use  funds,  now  seeking  investment,  to 
do  a  work  which,  if  deferred  now,  will  be  demanded  in  a  short 
time,  when  capital  wiU  be  in  demand  at  much  more  lucrative 
rates.  The  Board  of  Education  have  long  been  convinced  of  the 
urgent  necessity  of  new  accommodations  for  the  High  and  other 
schools  in  the  centre,  but  are  now  satisfied  that  longer  delay 
would  be  only  attended  with  serious  sacrifice  of  the  best  interests 
of  the  District. 

For  some  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  house  at  the  comer  of 
State  and  West  streets,  which  is  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion, we  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Superintendent. 

In  concluding  this  report,  permit  us  to  urge  upon  citizens  to 
look  well  to  this  great  interest — ^the  public  schools — an  interest, 
we  believe,  in  which  you  have  more  invested  than  in  any  other 
secular  enterprise.  Visit  them — watch  after  them — sympathize 
with  them.  Let  not  weeks  and  terms  go  by,  while  you  know 
little  or  nothing  of  them.  Be  as  watchful  of  them  as  you  are 
of  the  institutions  in  which  you  have  your  pecuniary  treasures 
invested,  for  in  them  is  the  great  hope  of  society.  Cherish 
them  above  all  for  the  sake  of  our  beloved  but  distracted  coun- 
try. However  we  come  forth  from  this  dark  hour,  the  future 
will  require  men  of  no  ordinary  quality,  prepared  to  meet  no 
ordinary  responsibilies.  These  men  are  now  in  our  schools,  and 
it  is  ours  to  see  that  they  fail  not  for  lack  of  what  it  is  in  our 
power  to  do  for  them. 

ASA  FOWLER, 

HENRY  E.  PARKER, 

DAVID  PATTEN,  Board 

JOS.  B.  WALKER, 

J.  P.  NUTTING,  V        of 

HAZEN  PICKERING, 

P.  B.  COGSWELL,  JEdueatian. 

SAM'L  C.  EASTMAN, 

J.  P.  BANCROFT. 


Beasona  for  Change. — Some  of  the  reasons  for  a  change, 
among  many  others,  are  the  following : — 

1.  Such  a  change  would  tend  to  eleyate  the  standard  of  dis- 
ciplme  and  scholarship  in  our  schools. 

2.  It  would  secure  an  equal  distribution  of  instruction  to  pu- 
pils throughout  the  city. 

3.  It  would  secure  for  our  schools  able  and  permanent  teachers. 

4.  It  would  open  the  higher  schools  on  the  basis  of  scholar- 
ship to  pupils  from  any  part  of  the  city. 

5.  It  would  give  to  every  school  suitable  accommodations, 
and  not  leave  any  to  suffer  from  the  divided  sentiments  in  the 
neighborhood  where  the  school  happened  to  be  located. 

6.  It  would  rescue  many  of  our  schools  from  innumerable 
evils  which  now  embarrass  and  almost  destroy  their  success, 
and  would  secure  to  others  various  advantages  which  they  can- 
not have  under  the  present  system. 

7.  It  would  save  an  annual  waste  of  money,  and  give  more 
character  and  standing  to  our  schools.  These  are  but  a  few  of 
many  reasons  which  could  be  given  for  a  change. 

PARTICULAR  REMARKS. 

The  School  in  District  No.  1. — The  condition  of  this  school 
has  improved  during  the  year,  and  its  prospects  are  brightening 
by  reason  of  a  new  and  growing  interest  in  its  success  among 
parents  and  pupils. 

The  School  in  District  No,  2. — Not  much  advance  made  here. 
A  want  of  union  of  feeling  among  the  people  embarrasses  a 
teacher's  labors,  and  stands  in  the  way  of  a  prosperous  school. 

The  School  in  District  No.  4. — ^This  has  been  a  well-conduct- 
ed and  successful  school  the  past  year,  although  the  amount  of 
instruction  was  somewhat  diminished  by  prevailing  sickness  the 
second  term. 

The  School  in  District  No.  5. — The  want  of  suitable  coopera- 
tion with  the  teacher  and  irregular  attendance  have  operated  to 
the  disadvantage  of  this  school.  Parents  should  look  to  this 
matter. 
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the  conditions  of  promotion  from  grade  to  grade,  were  not  defi- 
nitely settled. 

Now  unless  in  a  system  of  schools  there  be  a  plan  definitely 
marked  out  and  closely  followed,  there  will  be,  inevitably,  more 
or  less  of  fiEulure  and  loss.  Though  teachers  may  be  individu- 
ally capable  and  fiEuthful,  each  one  is  liable  to  overestimate  cer- 
tun  studies  and  modes  of  training,  and  to  undervalue  others. 
And  thus,  in  passing  through  the  schools  of  various  grades,  pu- 
pils will  be  likely,  on  the  one  hand,  to  neglect  very  important 
matters,  and  on  the  other,  to  waste  time  in  needless  repetition, 
or  in  pursuing  studies  not  appropriate  to  their  particular  stage 
of  advancement.  For  the  faculties  of  the  mind  are  developed  at 
different  times,  and  in  a  certain  order.  Different  methods  of 
instruction  are  demanded  in  the  successive  stages  of  mental  cul- 
ture. Each  study  has  its  appropriate  place  in  a  perfect  syst^jm, 
and  each  serves  to  strengthen  or  quicken  some  faculty  or  set  of 
faculties.  For  the  attainment  of  the  best  results  it  is  necessary 
that  the  several  studies  be  neither  undertaken  too  early,  nor  too 
long  deferred,  and  that  not  only  the  subjects  but  the  modes  of 
instruction  be  thoughtfully  and  studiously  adapted  to  the  minds 
of  the  pupils. 

The  age  at  which  particular  points  in  mental  culture  are 
reached  varies  considerably  in  different  individuals.  Circum- 
stances quicken  one  set  of  faculties  in  one  child,  and  another  in 
another.  There  are  also  natural  diversities  of  taste  and  ability. 
But  all  these  do  not  affect  the  truth  of  the  statement  that  there 
is  a  natural  order  in  the  development  of  the  faculties,  and  that 
it  is,  in  the  main,  the  same  for  all  individuals.  This  order  of 
development  is  discoverable.  If  it  is  not  already  perfectly 
knovm,  very  important  approximations  to  it  have  at  least  been 
made.  We  need  to  avail  ourselves  of  every  advance  that  has 
been  made  in  the  science  or  art  of  education,  so  that  the  schools 
may  yield  the  best  return  for  the  expense  incurred  in  maintain- 
ing them, 

Influenced,  I  suppose,  by  such  considerations  as  these,  the 
Board  of  Education,  in  January,  1862,  appomted  a  committee 
to  prepare  and  report  a 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY  AND   INSTRUCTION 

for  the  schools,  similar  to  that  presented  in  the  Chicago  School 
Report  for  1861.  This  committee  devoted  much  time  and 
thought  to  the  preparation  of  their  report,  which  was  finally  pre- 
sented to  the  Board  at  their  regular  meeting  in  May.  Having 
been  considered  in  several  meetings  of  the  Board,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  with  the  understanding  that  the  Superintendent 
should  inform  himself  by  observation  and  experiment  how  far  it 
was  adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  schools.  Accordingly, 
near  the  commencement  of  the  Hchool  year,  I  invited  the  teach- 
ers of  the  Primary  and  Intermediate  schools  to  meet  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  copies  of  the  work  assigned  to  their  respective 
grades,  and  making  inquiries  and  suggestions  with  reference  to 
it.  They  were  requested  to  consider  it  carefully,  to  put  it  in 
practice  as  far  as  they  could  without  making  violent  changes  in 
their  schools,  and  to  suggest,  at  any  time,  such  modifications  as 
their  experience  and  intimate  knowledge  of  their  pupils  might 
show  to  be  desirable. 

The  course  is  intended  to  occupy  eight  years  of  school  life, 
distributed  as  follows :  two  years  in  the  Primary,  two  in  the 
Intermediate,  and  four  in  the  Grammar  school.  If  it  differs 
materially  from  the  course  heretofore  somewhat  loosely  pursued, 
it  is  probably  in  the  following  particulars  : 

First,  Increased  attention  to  spelling  and  reading  in  the 
lower  grades  of  schools. 

Second,  The  introduction  of  drawing  as  a  regular  exercise 
for  all  the  pupils  throughout  the  course. 

Third,  A  systematic  course  of  oral  instruction  and  lessons  on 
objects. 

Fourth,  Regular,  daily,  and  careful  practice  in  gymnastic  and 
calisthenic  exercises. 

Fifth,  The  postponement  of  some  studies  to  a  later  period. 

Children  are  active,  restless,  eager  for  information,  yet  inca- 
pable of  protracted  attention.  They  crave  sympathy,  and  yield 
readily  to  its  influence.  They  have  keen  senses,  and  delight  to 
exercise  them.  They  take  pleasure  in  noticing  and  distinguish- 
ing sounds,  forms,  colors,  and  other  qualities  perceived  by  the 
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senses.    Thcj  learn  these  things  readily,  and  retain  them  per- 
manently in  memory. 

As  they  advance  into  the  period  of  youth  the  imagination 
becomes  active,  and  the  power  of  institutmg  comparisons  is  de- 
yeloped.  The  memory  gradually  changes,  siezing  and  retaining 
ideas  and  prmciples  rather  than  facts  and  words.  Lastly,  the 
faculty  of  judgment,  and  the  powers  of  abstraction  and  reason- 
ing are  developed,  and,  if  the  will  has  been  trained  to  exercise 
undisputed  control  over  thought  and  action,  and  to  submit  itself 
without  delay  or  question  to  the  laws  of  God,  the  student  has 
become  a  man  or  woman,  capable  of  self-government,  enjoy- 
ment, usefulness,  progress. 

Children  are  not  capable  of  patient  thought,  earnest  reflec- 
tion, or  subtle  analysis.  Their  times  for  study,  drill,  and  reci- 
tation must  be  short.  The  subjects  to  which  they  attend  must 
be  varied,  but  not  at  random.  The  variety  must  not  degenerate 
into  confusion,  but  be  controlled  by  method  and  restrained  within 
suitable  limits. 

On  account  of  the  quickness  of  perception  in  children,  and 
the  facility  and  tenacity  with  which  they  learn  and  retain  facts, 
words,  and  forms,  some  things  are  best  learned  during  the  first 
years  of  school  life.  This  is  the  time  to  store  the  memory  with 
maxims  of  practical  wisdom,  passages  of  prose  or  verse,  and 
numberless  matters  convenient  or  necessary  in  the  business  of 
life ;  such  as  arithmetical  tables,  signs,  abbreviations,  &c. 
Especially  to  this  period  belongs  the  study  of 

Spelling.  This  depends  on  simple  memory.  Although  there 
are  some  useful  rules  of  orthography,  the  exceptions  and  anom- 
alies are  so  many  that  it  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  the 
spelling  of  each  word  must  be  learned  as  an  arbitrary  fact.  This 
can  never  be  done  so  easily  and  profitably  as  in  childhood. 
Children  are  easily  interested  in  spelling.  They  can  make  as- 
tonishing progress  in  it  before  they  are  old  enough  to  study 
much  else.  This  is  done  now  in  some  of  our  schools.  In  the 
lowest  grade  of  Primary  schools  the  only  studies  are  reading 
and  spelling.  In  some  of  these  schools  the  children  spell  with 
surprising  promptness  and  accuracy  great  numbers  of  words, 
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many  of  wliich  are  of  difficult  orthography ;  and  the  animation 
and  evident  delight  with  which  they  engage  in  the  exercise, 
shows  that  by  judicious  training  in  childhood,  nearly  all  would 
become  good  spellers. 

The  examinations  of  candidates  for  the  High  school  indicate 
decided  improvement  in  spelling  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years ;  but  they  also  show  that  there  is  room  for  still  further 
advance.  Examination  of  the  schools  reveals  a  marked  dispar 
ity  between  them  in  this  matter.  Without  asserting  that  any 
are  far  below  what  might  be  reasonably  expected,  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  some  of  them  have  reached  a  high  degree  of  excel- 
lence. I  am  satisfied  that  the  amount  of  spelling  assigned  to 
the  Primary  and  Intermediate  schools  by  the  plan  under  consid- 
eration is  not  too  great.  It  may  need  to  be  slightly  changed  in 
character. 

Beading.  There  are  two  fruitful  sources  of  poor  reading ; 
failure  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  thought,  sentiment,  or 
emotion  of  what  is  read,  and  lack  of  vocal  culture.  From  the 
former  arises  that  lifeless  style  of  running  over  words,  some- 
times called  "  the  school  tone,"  or  "  the  reading  tone ;"  from 
the  latter  comes  reading  characterized  by  indistmct  articulation, 
wrong  sounds  of  vowels  and  consonants,  and  the  slurring  over 
of  small  words  and  unaccented  syllables. 

I  find  in  our  schools  evidence  of  the  existence  of  both  these 
sources  of  poor  reading.  With  manifest  improvement  in  some 
quarters,  with  many  classes  whose  excellent  reading  shows  intel- 
ligent and  faithful  training,  there  is  not  yet  that  uniform  excel- 
lence which  seems  to  me  attainable. 

Says  one  writer  on  elocution,  "  Correct  articulation  is  the 
most  important  exercise  of  the  voice  and  of  the  organs  of  speech. 
A  reader  or  speaker,  possessed  of  only  a  moderate  voice,  if  he 
articulate  correctly,  vrill  be  better  understood,  and  heard  with 
greater  pleasure,  than  one  who  vociferates."  "  In  just  articu- 
lation the  words  are  not  hurried  over,  nor  precipitated  syllable 
over  syllable ;  nor,  as  it  were,  melted  together  into  a  mass  of 
confusion ;  they  are  neither  abridged  nor  prolonged,  nor  swal- 
lowed nor  forced,  and,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  shot  from  the 
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mouth ;  they  are  delivered  out  from  the  lips  as  beautiful  coins, 
newly  issued  from  the  mint,  deeply  and  accurately  impressed, 
perfectly  fimshed,  neatly  struck  by  the  proper  organs,  distinct, 
sharp,  in  due  succession,  and  of  due  weight." 

The  power  and  habit  of  correct  articulation  are  best  acquired 
during  the  earlier  years  of  school  life,  for  children  catch  sounds 
quickly,  and  imitate  them  readily.  Their  vocal  organs  are  pli- 
able, and  easily  trained.  If  correct  articulation  is  secured  at 
the  outset,  time  will  be  saved  for  severer  and  more  abstract 
studies  in  later  years. 

But  to  secure  in  pupils  such  control  of  the  vocal  organs  as 
will  enable  them  to  articulate  distinctly,  pronounce  correctly, 
and  give,  at  will,  different  inflections  and  tones  of  the  voice,  sys- 
tematic and  persevering  drill  is  required.  This  drill  must  em- 
brace both  ear  and  voice,  and  must  have  reference  to  single 
sounds,  combinations  of  two  or  three  sounds,  and  entire  words. 

To  understand  what  is  read,  one  must  know  the  meaning  of 
the  separate  words  and  their  force  when  combined  in  sentences. 
Even  children  can  do  this  if  their  reading  lessons  are  appropri- 
ate for  them.  But  teachers  are  not  to  assume  that  the  short 
words  and  easy  sentences,  so  simple  to  them,  are  without  difB- 
culty  to  the  child.  We  know  that  a  child  often  derives  from 
the  simplest  sentence,  read  from  a  book,  an  idea  entirely  inade- 
quate or  absolutely  erroneous.  By  conversation  with  her  class, 
by  numerous  questions  about  the  meaning  of  words  and  the  sub- 
jects of  the  lessons,  abundant  illustrations  drawn  from  visible 
objects,  familiar  scenes,  and  common  occurrences,  let  the  teacher 
assure  herself  that  the  lesson  is  understood  and  felt,  and  she  will 
have  but  little  diflSculty  in  avoiding  that  "  school  tone,'*  which, 
when  once  acquired,  is  so  hard  to  break  up. 

Dramng.  Frequent  lessons  and  exercises  in  drawing  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  work  throughout  the  course.  In  the  Pri- 
mary and  Intermediate  grades,  they  are  tb  be  given  at  least 
once  each  day,  and  in  the  Grammar  schools  twice  a  week.  In 
the  Primary  schools  they  are  designed  to  furnish  quiet  and  pleas- 
ing occupation  for  the  children  during  a  part  of  the  time  when 
they  are  not  under  the  immediate  instruction  of  the  teachers, 
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and  at  the  same  time  to  train  the  eye  and  the  hand.  They  con- 
sist of  single  lines  both  straight  and  curved,  and  drawn  in  dif- 
ferent directions ;  various  combinations  of  two,  three,  or  more 
lines ;  printing  letters,  words,  and  sentences ;  and  copying  sim- 
ple patterns.  As  the  pupils  advance  to  penmanship  and  the 
study  of  geography,  the  lessons,  gradually  increasing  in  diflScul- 
ty,  are  connected  with  the  drawing  of  maps  and  diagrams  illus- 
trating the  various  studies,  till  they  close  with  a  systematic 
course  in  the  High  school. 

That  most  children  may  acquire  at  an  early  age  considerable 
facility  and  skill  in  the  use  of  the  pencil,  is  proved  by  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  even  a  partial  trial  of  the  experiment. 
I  have  found  on  the  black  boards  an4  on  slates  and  papers,  in 
some  of  the  schools,  specimens  of  printing  and  drawing  that 
would  do  credit  to  pupils  much  older  than  those  by  whom  they 
were  executed. 

The  importance  of  this  training  will  appear  when  we  think  of 
its  relations  to  a  good  hand  writing,  and  consider  that  skill  in 
drawing  is  indispensable  in  many  trades  and  professions,  facili- 
tates business,  makes  travel  more  profitable,  and  contributes  to 
the  pleasures  of  home. 

There  are,  however,  difficulties  attending  the  practice  of  draw- 
ing in  the  Primary  schools,  some  of  which,  though  not  great, 
are  beyond  the  reach  of  teachers.  They  are  the  lack  of  desks 
in  some  of  the  rooms,  and  the  imperfect  supply  of  slates.  I  re- 
commend that  a  suitable  slate  be  provided  or  made  a  requisite 
for  each  pupil  in  the  Primary  schools,  and  that  the  rooms  now 
lacking  desks  be  furnished  with  them  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Oral  Instruction  and  Object  Lessons.  Under  this  head  the 
report  provides  for  two  or  more  short  exercises  a  day  in  the 
Primary  and  Intermediate  schools,  and  in  the  Grammar  schools 
exercises  each  week  amounting  to  fifteen  minutes  per  day. 
Among  the  subjects  for  the  lower  grades  are  morals  and  man- 
ners, familiar  animals,  trades  and  professions,  the  rudiments  of 
arithmetic  and  geography,  tvees,  plants,  and  foreign  productions, 
together  with  lessons  on  familiar  objects  and  articles  of  common 
use. 
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These  lessons  are  designed  to  cultivato  Uie  perceptive  facul- 
ties and  the  habit  of  observation,  to  give  variety,  and  to  comma- 
nicate  useful  or  necessary  information.  In  conducting  these, 
the  teacher  brings  before  her  pupils  some  object,  as  a  book,  a 
thimble,  or  a  pencil,  and  by  questions  and  hints  leads  them  to 
give  such  information  as  they  can  concerning  it.  Very  young 
pupils  will,  perhaps,  be  able  to  do  no  more  than  name  the  object 
ancT  its  parts,  tell  its  uses,  color,  and  material,  and  mention  some 
of  its  more  obvious  properties.  But  in  doing  tMs,  they  are  de- 
veloping their  powers  of  observation,  enlarging  their  vocabulary, 
and  gaining  definite  and  exact  ideas  of  the  meanmg  of  words. 
Older  pupils  will  tell  whence  the  object  comes,  or  how  it  is  pro- 
duced, compare  it  with  others,  estimate  its  size,  weight,  value, 
and  durability,  and  perhaps  write  out  a  description  of  it.  Those 
still  more  advanced  will  be  asked  to  account  for  the  object,  and 
tell  why  it  is  named  as  it  is,  why  its  various  parts  are  of  such 
form,  material,  or  color  as  they  are,  and  to  distinguish  between 
essential  and  accidental  parts,  forms,  &c.  Thus  they  are  culti- 
vating practical  sagacity  and  judgment. 

Oral  lessons  in  the  Grammar  schools  are  designed  especially 
to  meet  the  reasonable  demand  for  practical  instruction.  Says 
William  H.  Wells,  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Chicago,  "  The 
regular  course  of  school  studies,  in  most  cities  and  towns,  is  al- 
ready sufficiently  extended,  and  yet  it  is  notorious  that  pupils 
leave  the  public  schools  lamentably  deficient  on  a  great  variety 
of  subjects  connected  with  a  sound  practical  education."  After 
enumerating  several  important  subjects  for  which  no  room  can 
be  found  in  the  Grammar  school  course,  but  of  which  some 
knowledge  is  almost  indispensable,  he  adds,  ^^  And  yet  a  careful 
study  of  the  philosophy  of  education  will  show  that  the  schools 
are  all  the  time  suffering  for  the  want  of  the  relaxation  which 
would  be  afforded  by  a  systematic  course  of  oral  instruction,  ex- 
actly suited  to  supply  these  important  deficiencies.  A  series  of 
oral  lessons  occupying  fifteen  minutes  a  day  through  the  entiro 
course  of  the  Grammar  Department,  would  be  sufficient  to  em- 
brace a  wide  range  of  practical  exercises  in  common  philosophy 
and  common  things.     Such  a  course  of  lessons  would  introduce 
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a  variety,  without  interfering  with  the  successful  prosecution  of 
the  other  branches.  If  called  up  at  the  right  time,  it  would 
infuse  new  life  and  vigor  in  the  classes,  and  prepare  them  to  do 
more  in  the  time  that  remains,  than  they  would  otherwise  w>- 
complish  even  with  the  additional  fifteen  minutes.' ' 

Among  the  subjects  assigned  for  oral  lessons  in  the  Grammar 
schools  are  water,  air,  sound,  light,  meteorology,  minerals,  his- 
torical sketches,  book-keeping,  properties  of  matter,  laws  of  mo- 
tion and  heat,  facts  of  astronomy  and  geology,  and  principles  of 
government.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  list  embraces  many  im- 
portant subjects  which  can  not  be  studied  regularly  from  text- 
books in  these  schools. 

The  introduction  to  such  an  extent  of  thb  method  of  instruc- 
tion is  the  most  important  change  contemplated.  It  is,  also,  the 
most  difficult  one  to  make.  Object  teaching  cannot  be  fully  and 
successfully  introduced  at  once  unless  we  have  teachers  special- 
ly trained  in  its  principles  and  methods.  But  it  can  be  brought 
in  gradually.  Earnest,  studious,  and  observant  teachers  can 
acquire  facility  in  it  by  practice.  Within  two  or  three  years 
there  have  been  published  several  valuable  books  on  object 
teaching.  Teachers  will  need  to  study  these,  to  prepare  care- 
fully each  lesson  in  advance,  fixing  its  precise  aim  definitely  in 
the  mind,  and  deciding  upon  the  means  to  be  used  in  reaching  it. 
When  a  lesson  is  given,  its  effect  must  be  closely  watched,  and 
the  causes  of  its  success  or  failure  ascertained  by  subsequent 
reflection.  Where  such  a  course  as  this  is  pursued,  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  object  teaching  will  vanish,  and  teachers  and 
pupils  will  find  it  a  pleasant  and  profitable  exercise.  But  it 
requires  time  and  patient  labor.  Something  has  already  been 
done  in  this  direction.  Some  of  the  teachers  have  engaged  in 
the  work  with  a  spirit  and  wisdom  that  promises  the  most  satis- 
factory results.  In  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Primary  and  Inter- 
mediate schools,  I  have  given  specimen  lessons,  in  which  the 
children  have  uniformly  manifested  great  interest. 

Geography  and  Arithmetic.  Want  of  space  requires  the 
omission,  for  the  present,  of  the  remarks  which  I  had  prepared 
on  these  subjects. 
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(gymnastic  JSxereisea.  The  plan  under  consideration  pro- 
poses the  practice  pf  physical  exercises  in  the  Primary  and  In- 
termediate schools  ^'  from  three  to  five  minutes  at  a  time,  not 
less  than  twice  a  day."  By  a  recent  vote  of  the  Board,  gym- 
nastics are  required  in  all  the  schools.  The  teachers  have,  so 
far  as  I  know,  complied  with  this  regulation,  and  required  all 
their  pupils  to  engage,  at  stated  times,  in  gymnastics,  excusing 
particular  individuals  at  any  time  for  sufficient  reasons,  as  they 
would  from  any  other  general  and  required  exercise. 

I  have  taken  pains  to  witness  the  exercises  in  many  of  the 
schools,  and  have  inquired  carefully  concerning  the  practice  of 
teachers.  I  am  satisfied  that  they  have,  as  a  general  thing, 
conducted  the  exercises  with  care  and  prudence.  Some  have 
given  them  too  little  attention,  but  this  is  better,  for  the  present, 
than  error  in  the  opposite  direction. 

The  exercises  employed  are  derived  from  works  on  elocution, 
the  Chicago  School  Report,  the  publications  of  Dr.  Lewis,  Ma- 
son's Manual  of  School  Gymnastics,  and  various  other  sources. 
They  consist  of  positions,  both  sitting  and  standing,  and  a  vari- 
ety of  movements,  mostly  of  the  upper  extremities  and  the  re- 
spiratory organs. 

In  these  exercises  some  of  the  schools  exhibit  great  proficien- 
cy, performing  them,  both  with  and  without  music,  in  correct 
time,  with  energy  and  precision.  The  results  of  these  exercises 
are  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory.  Those  teachers  who 
have  made  the  most  thorough  trial  of  them,  are  most  decided 
and  positive  in  approving  them.  They  declare  that  their  schools 
are  more  easily  governed,  that  the  pupils  study  more  vigorously 
and  successfully,  and  endure  the  work  of  a  term  with  less  ex- 
haustion. These  assertions  will  be  readily  believed  by  those 
members  of  the  Board  who  have  seen,  at  the  close  of  a  term  of 
thirteen  weeks  of  study,  in  some  of  the  schools  where  these  ex- 
ercises are  regularly  and  vigorously  performed,  proofs  of  rapid 
progress  in  accurate  scholarship,  the  exhibition  of  quiet  bat 
perfect  discipline,  almost  uniform  manifestation  of  robust  and 
ruddy  health,  and  erect,  beautiful,  symmetrical  development. 
Such  gratifying  results  of  attention  to  the  laws  of  life  cannot 
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be  attained  in  all  the  schools.  Some  of  the  rooms  are  so  crowded 
that  gymnastic  exercises  are  almost  impossible ;  so  ill  ventilated 
that,  even  with  the  utmost  care  on  the  part  of  teachers,  pupils 
must  inevitably  suffer  in  health,  either  from  exposure  to  cur- 
rents of  cold  air  from  without,  or  from  inhaling  an  atmosphere 
that  has  been  breathed  agidn  and  again,  and  so  deprived  of 
oxygen,  and  loaded  with  deadly  poison.  To  expect  children  to 
remain  healthy  when  confined  in  such  places  is  simply  absurd. 
An  abundant  supply  of  pure  air  is  of  vital  importance.  With- 
out it,  drill  and  medicate  as  we  may,  health  is  impossible. 

To  obtain  the  requisite  supply  of  pure  air  in  school  rooms,  we 
need  something  more  than  the  ordinary  means  of  ventilation. 
The  windows  must  be  sometimes  thrown  open,  and  the  air  of  the 
room  completely  changed.  This  cannot  be  done  with  safety 
while  pupils  are  studying  in  their  seats.  But  if  they  are  stand- 
ing, engaged  in  vigorous,  cheerful  exercise,  there  is  little  or  no 
danger.  And  were  there  nothing  else  to  be  said  in  favor  of 
gymnastics,  except  that  their  practice  renders  it  possible  thus  to 
change  the  air  of  a  room,  even  in  winter,  I  should  consider  them 
invaluable. 

But  this  is  only  an  incidental  advantage.  As  intimated 
above,  a  school  can  be  more  easily  controlled  and  be  kept  in 
better  order  by  the  aid  of  these  exercises.  Much  of  the  disorder 
in  schools  results  from  restlessness,  the  natural  demand  of  the 
child's  limbs  for  motion.  Let  this  restiessness  be  concentrated 
into  action  and  systematized,  and  quiet  study  will  follow.  More- 
over, one  of  the  most  important  elements  in  perfect  discipline, 
if  not  its  very  essence,  is  the  habit  of  instantaneous  and  cheer- 
ful obedience.  This  habit  gymnastic  exercises  are  well  calcu- 
lated to  cultivate,  for  they  require  eager  attention  and  prompt 
action. 

But  the  effects  of  gymnastics  on  school  discipline  are  also  to 
be  reckoned  among  ihe  incidental  benefits  arising  from  their 
practice.  Their  object  is  distinctiy  to  promote  the  physical  wel- 
fiEure  of  those  who  engage  in  them,  to  give  precision  and  prompt- 
ness of  action,  health,  endorance.  At  such  a  time  as  this, 
when  the  nation's  life  depends  so  much  on  the  pluck  and  prowess 
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of  those  who  love  it,  there  is  no  need  to  argue  that  a  good 
physical  development  is  desirable.  The  only  question  is,  will 
any  gymnastic  exercises,  practicable  in  schools,  contribute  to 
secure  it,  without  interfering  with  the  intellectual  and  moral  cul- 
ture of  the  pupils  ?  That  they  will,  is  abundantly  proved  by 
indisputable  evidence.  Men  eminent  in  the  medical  profession 
assert  it,  and  experience  demonstrates  it.  So  general  has  the 
conviction  of  the  value  and  necessity  of  these  exercises  become, 
that  they  have  been  introduced  in  the  best  schools,  both  public 
and  private,  throughout  the  country.  They  should  receive,  in 
all  our  schools,  careful  and  regular  attention. 

The  course  of  study  reported  by  your  committee  appears  to 
to  be,  in  the  main,  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  schools.  Its 
principles  are  doubtless  correct,  and  should  be  adopted  to  guide 
in  the  arrangement  of  details.  Some  important  modifications, 
however,  seem  to  be  desirable.  Arrangements  should  be  made 
for  regular  and  systematic  instruction  in  vocal  music ;  a  subject 
of  which  nothing  is  said  in  the  report.  Again,  the  time  allotted 
is  probably  too  short  for  the  completion  of  the  work  by  pupils  of 
ordinary  ability,  commencing  at  its  lowest  point  and  at  the  earli- 
est school  age.  This  difficulty  may  be  obviated  by  reducing 
considerably  the  amount  of  work  required  in  the  Primary  and 
Intermediate  grades,  giving,  as  at  present,  two  years  to  each 
grade.  This  would  evidently  lower  the  standard  of  admission 
to  the  Grammar  schools.  To  compensate  for  this,  the  time  al- 
lotted to  the  course  in  these  schools  should  be  lengthened,  mak- 
ing it  six  years,  instead  of  four.  This  arrangement,  while  it 
would  not  hinder  the  true  progress  of  any,  would  remove,  in 
part,  the  necessity  which  is  felt  for  hurrying  pupils  with  undue 
rapidity,  at  the  risk  of  health  and  thoroughness.  Pupils  would 
be  somewhat  older,  usually,  on  entering  the  High  school,  and 
thus  be  better  able  to  pursue  its  studies  profitably. 

There  is  sail  another  consideration,  perhaps  more  important 
than  these.  In  most  of  the  Intermediate  and  in  some  of  the 
Primary  schools,  there  are  large  boys  whose  learning  has  not 
kept  pace  with  their  years.  Among  these,  some  of  the  moet 
difficult  cases  of  discipline  occur.    By  adoptmg  this  plan  joa 
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wonld  bring  about  half  of  the  pupils  of  the  Intermediate  schools, 
including  most  of  these  larger  boys,  into  the  Grammar  schools. 
The  extent  and  constitution  of  the  district  seem  to  require  the 
existence  of  three  such  schools.  They  should  be  uniformly  or- 
ganized, with  the  same  number  of  classes  and  teachers  in  each. 
Three  Grammar  schools,  each  with  six  classes  and  three  teach- 
ers, would  be  able  to  receive,  discipline  and  instruct  all  the  pu- 
pils except  the  little  children  and  the  members  of  the  High 
school.  The  whole  number  of  teachers  employed  would  not  be 
aflfected,  fewer  being  required  for  the  Primary  and  Intermedi- 
ate schools. 

The  report  of  your  Committee  has  naturally  led  to  a  discus- 
aion  of  some  subjects  which  I  desired  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  Board.  There  is  another  which  must  not  be  omitted,  for  it 
forces  itself  upon  our  attention.     I  refer  to 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

Good  houses  and  convenient  arrangements  will  not  of  them- 
selves produce  good  schools  ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  rear 
sonably  expect  the  highest  efficiency  and  success  in  schools  kept 
in  dark,  crowded,  inconvenient,  and  unhealthful  rooms.  Of 
some  of  our  school  rooms  no  complaint  need  be  made ;  others 
need  only  some  change  in  arrangement  or  furniture;  while 
others  can  never  be  made  comfortable  or  healthful  for  pupils. 

The  lower  room  in  the  building  at  the  north  end  of  State 
street  has  seventy-two  seats,  and  pupils  enough  to  fill  them. 
This  gives  to  each  one  about  one  hundred  fourteen  cubic  feet  of 
air.  If  not  changed,  this  would,  according  to  the  estimates  of 
scientific  men,  become  vitiated  and  unfit  for  respiration  in  about 
twelve  minutes.  The  upper  room  in  the  same  building  has  seats 
for  sixty,  giving  one  hundred  thirty-six  feet  of  air  per  scholar. 
Each  of  these  rooms  would,  if  properly  ventilated,  answer  for 
forty-eight  pupils,  and  should  contsdn  only  that  number.  I£  ihe 
number  of  seats  were  thus  reduced,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
pcovide  accommodations  for  about  thirty  pupils  who  have  be- 
longed to  those  schools  during  the  last  term.  There  have  been 
tome  vacant  seats  in  the  house  on  Union  street ;  but  whether 
they  could  be  made  available  in  relieving  the  house  on  State 
street  I  am  unable  to  say. 
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The  house  on  the  corner  of  State  and  West  streets  needs  to 
be  entirely  remodeled.  At  present  there  are  three  schools  kept 
in  it,  but  only  two  decent  rooms.  If  it  were  rightly  divided| 
and,  perhaps,  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  porch  on  the  east 
side  for  entries  and  stairways,  it  would  give  four  pleasant  and 
desirable  rooms. 

Better  accommodations  are  greatly  needed  for  the  schools 
kept  in  the  building  on  School  street.  These  are  five,  viz.,  the 
High  school,  one  Grammar,  two  Intermediate,  and  one  Primary. 
The  Primary  school  room  is  furnished  with  fifty  single  desks 
and  chairs.  But  the  room  is  too  small  and  too  low,  furnishing 
for  each  of  fifty  pupils  less  than  one  hundred  fifteen  cubic  feet 
of  air. 

The  rooms  for  the  Intermediate  schools  are  on  the  north  side 
of  the  building,  and  are  consequently  more  unpleasant  than  the 
others.  It  is  difficult  to  characterize  these  rooms  truly  without 
appearing  to  indulge  in  fanciful  exaggeration.  Crowded  and 
miserably  furnished,  gloomy  and  ill- ventilated,  they  are  simply 
unfit  for  occupancy. 

The  Grammar  school  labors  under  great  disadvantages  com- 
pai'ed  with  the  others  of  the  same  grade.  It  is  a  w^onder  that 
its  work  is  so  well  done.  Both  teacher  and  pupils  deserve  to  bo 
as  well  accommodated  as  those  in  the  Merrimack  and  Rumford 
schools  are. 

The  High  school  rooms  should  be  so  commodious  and  attrac- 
tive that  pupils  will  not  be  reluctant  to  enter  the  school,  nor, 
having  entered  it,  be  continually  disgusted  and  disheartened  by 
contrasting  their  accommodations  with  those  of  pupils  in  the 
Grammar  schools. 

No  single  room  in  the  building  is  suitable  for  the  use  to  which 
it  is  put.  There  are  no  conveniences  for  the  care  of  clothing, 
and  the  facilities  for  entrance  and  exit  are  of  the  poorest  kind. 
It  is,  perhaps,  a  slight  matter  that  the  building  is  an  unsightly 
thing,  disfiguring  the  city,  and  contrasting  so  strangely  in  its 
deformity  and  dilapidation  with  the  magnificent  churches,  noble 
blocks,  and  commodious  and  tasteful  residences  which  make  it 
so  attractive.    It  may  not  be  of  much  consequence  that  the 
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hotise  is  inconvenient,  some  of  the  room»  crowded,  and  occa 
sionallj  uninhabitable  by  reason  of  rain  or  smoke,  the  fence 
aronnd  it  broken  down,  and  the  yard  as  common  as  the  streets. 
The  little  ones  from  the  nurseries  of  luxurious  houses  are  jostled 
and  crowded  in  these  narrow  and  gloomy  passages.  Is  this  of 
no  consequence  ?  Is  it  of  no  account  that  our  children,  for 
whose  physical  and  moral  welfare  we  are  so  careful  and  solicit- 
ous at  home,  should  be  shut  up  in  these  rooms  to  gaze  on  de- 
formity and  breathe  poison,  and  in  these  out<buildings  should  be 
unable  to  hide  from  their  eyes  sights  which  it  is  pollution  to  see  ? 
Is  it  no  matter  that  young  men  and  young  women,  as  noble,  as 
promising  as  any,  should  pass  the  last  years  of  their  school  life 
where  all  the  material  surroundings  are  so  well  calculated  to 
impress  them  with  a  dislike  for  school,  to  render  its  memories 
unpleasant,  and  to  neutralize  all  its  elevating,  refining,  and  puri- 
fying tendencies  ? 

Two  plans  have  been  suggested  for  remedying  the  evils  from 
which  we  now  suffer.  One  is  to  erect  on  the  site  of  the  presen- 
building  a  house  large  enough  for  all  the  schools  to  be  accomt 
modated.  The  other  contemplates  the  erection  of  two  houses, 
one  to  be  in  the  westerly  part  of  the  district,  for  the  Grammar 
school,  and  the  other  on  the  site  of  the  present  building,  for  the 
High  school.  Which  plan  is  preferable,  I  will  not  attempt  to 
decide.  Perhaps  some  different  one  is  better  than  either.  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  something  is  greatly  needed,  and  needed  immedi- 
ately. Whether  any  thing  in  the  condition  of  public  afiairs 
makes  it  injudicious  to  incur,  at  present,  the  expense  of  building, 
others  must  determine.  I  cannot  deem  it  possible  that  any  cir- 
cumstances shall  occur  to  render  a  new  house  less  necessary, 
or  to  make  it  any  easier  to  build  it,  for  years  to  come,  than  it 
is  now. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  this  report  I  have  endeavored  to  bring  to  mind  general 
principles,  and  to  deduce  from  them  results  of  practical  value ; 
thinking  this  more  important  than  a  public  statement  of  individ- 
ual opinion  concerning  the  merits  or  defects  of  particular  teach- 
ers. Permit  me  in  conclusion  to  commend  the  schools  to  the 
J5 
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watchful  care,  the  confidence  and  generous  support  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  the  citizens  of  the  district.  Nothing  in  the 
admmistration  of  city  afi^drs  is  so  important  as  the  direction  of 
the  schools.  No  interest  demands  for  its  management  a  wiser, 
more  liberal,  or  far-sighted  policy. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  E.  SAWYER, 
Superintendent  of  SchooU 
Ooneordy  March  1863. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    MAYOR 


BEFORE   THE 


CITY     GOVERISrMEISrT, 

APRIL  4th,  1863. 


Gentlemen  :  The  oath  of  oflSce,  just  administered  and  taken, 
completes  the  organization  of  the  City  Council  for  the  current 
year.  In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  Mayoralty,  I  can  only 
promise  that  I  shall  spare  no  effort  to  render  beneficial  to  the 
whole  community,  my  participation  in  the  government  of  our  city. 
And  in  this  connection,  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  the  hearty 
satisfaction  with  which,  as  a  member  of  one  of  the  branches  of 
the  City  Council,  I  have  witnessed  the  conduct  of  our  municipal 
affairs  under  the  administration  of  my  predecessor  during  the 
last  two  years.  The  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he  has  per- 
formed his  duties,  entitle  him  to  the  grateful  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

We,  to  whom  are  entrusted  the  executive  and  legislative 
functions  of  our  municipality,  should  realize  the  due  importance 
of  the  position  to  which  we  have  been  assigned.  The  wise  and 
proper  management  of  town  or  city  affairs,  not  only  promotes 
the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  few  hundreds  or  the  few  thou- 
sands of  men,  women  and  children,  who  come  within  the  scope 
of  each  special  municipal  authority,  but  is  felt  for  good  by  the 
State  and  the  Nation.    A  weH-regiilated  and  prosperous  State^ 
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is  a  State  of  well-regulated  and  prosperous  Towns :  a  prosper- 
ous and  well-regulated  Nation,  in  the  true  republican  sense,  is 
a  Nation  of  prosperous  and  well-regulated  States.  The  Town, 
the  State,  the  Nation,  are  mutually  dependent,  the  one  upon  the 
other,  for  the  full  accomplishment  of  that,  which  should  be  the 
great  object  of  all  human  government,  namely,  the  best  good  of 
the  people.  Hence,  those  who  are  entrusted  with  municipal 
duties  should  not  underestimate  the  importance  of  the  right 
performance  of  those  duties,  but  should  do  with  their  best  might 
and  wisdom  what  they  have  to  do,  and  in  municipal  legislation 
do  it  not  hastily,  but  with  due  deliberation.  Municipnl  action, 
when  compared  with  State  or  National,  may  seem  unimportant, 
and  fame  may  pass  it  by,  all  unheeded ;  but  it  is,  nevertheless, 
the  movement  of  a  wheel,  which  thougli  comparatively  small 
and  obscure,  is  an  essential  part  of  a  complicated  and  nicely 
adjusted  system  of  government,  which  must  be  right,  or  the 
symmetry  and  perfection  of  the  movement  of  the  wliole  is  mar- 
red.    "  Let  us  act  well  our  part — there  all  tbo  honor  lies." 

Concord,  the  capital  of  our  State — crowned  with  health  and 
beauty — unsurpassed  in  desirableness  of  location — preciously 
endowed  with  religious,  educational,  and  social  advantages — 
blessed  with  an  intelligent,  industrious,  law-abiding  population — 
unrivalled  in  eligibility  as  a  city  of  i^eaccful^  refined^  and  happy 
Homes — Concord  may  well  bo  the  honest  pride  of  all  its  citi- 
zens. And  well  may  we,  its  municipal  officers,  esteem  it  a  high 
and  honorable  privilege,  as  well  as  a  sacred  duty,  to  foster  all 
those  interests  which  will  promote  its  growth,  prosperity,  and 
honor.  Its  schools  claim  our  liberal  regard.  They  arc  among 
the  very  best  in  our  State,  and  if  the  course  of  their  improve- 
ment, which  has  been  steadily  witnessed  during  a  few  years 
past,  continue  uninterrupted  but  a  little  longer,  they  will  be  the 
equals,  in  excellence,  of  any  in  New  England.  Let  us  promote 
our  educational  privileges  by  all  judicious  means — remembering 
that  liberality,  always  a  virtue,  is  especially  so  when  bestowed 
upon  the  proper  education  of  o\xv  future  men  and  women.  The 
Public  Library  is  an  institution  which  is  exerting  much  benefi- 
cial influence,  and  is  destined  to  exert  incalcnlably  more.     It 
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should  be  liberally  aided,  and  I  would  suggest  some  increase  ot 
appropriation  to  it  the  present  year ;  for  in  the  appropriate  lan- 
guage of  the  recent  report  of  the  Trustees,  "  It  has  long  since 
become  an  indispensable  institution  of  our  city.  It  is  a  foun- 
tain of  knowledge  and  of  mental  improvement  and  enjoyment, 
which  must  never  be  permitted  to  fail." 

But  while  assiduously  cultivating  all  these  intellectual  advan- 
tages, we  should  be  equally  regardful  of  the  moral  elevation  of 
our  community,  and  should  neglect  the  use  of  no  judicious  and 
practicable  means  for  promoting  sobriety,  temperance,  and  all 
the  virtues  which  adorn  and  bless  society. 

For  nearly  two  years,  the  clouds  of  war  have  been  hanging 
heavy  over  our  land.  The  very  existence  of  our  government 
and  nation  has  been,  and  is  still,  threatened  with  destruction  by 
foul  rebellion.  That  the  ultimate  result  of  the  great  struggle 
shall  be  the  complete  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  the  bringing 
to  naught  all  the  wicked  counsels  of  traitors,  the  restoration  of 
the  national  unity,  and  the  establishment  of  a  firm  and  enduring 
peace  upon  the  sure  foundation  of  justice  and  liberty,  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope.  In  God,  in  a  righteous  cause,  in  the  true 
hearts  and  true  guns  of  Northern  freemen,  all  lovers  of  their 
country  and  their  government  may  safely  put  their  trust,  and 
trusting,  be  of  good  cheer.  Our  city  has  contributed  nobly  in 
means  and  men,  towards  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war 
against  the  rebellion.  She  has  answered  promptly  every  requi- 
sition, and  has  more  than  filled  her  quotas  in  contribution  of  her 
sons  to  the  great  army  of  the  Union.  The  bravery  of  those 
sons  has  stood  the  test  of  fire  and  blood  on  many  a  battle  field. 
And  some  have  fallen  by  the  lot  of  war.  While  we  recall,  with 
generous  pride,  the  deeds  of  valor  nobly  dared  and  bravely 
done,  and  while  we  gratefully  congratulate  the  living,  we  mourn 
our  Stdrtevant,  our  Drown,  our  Walker,  our  Moorb,  our 
Colby,  and  others  as  good  and  brave ;  ihej  sleep  well ;  "  ihoy 
sleep  for  the  flag  " — martyrs  in  the  noblest  cause  for  which  man 
ever  did  or  died. 

The  war  necessarily  brings  upon  our  people  an  increase  of 
taxation.    This  is  a  burden  which  must  be  borne,  and  it  ^^x^ 
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well  that  it  should  be  borne  cheerfully.  For  is  not  our  nation's 
life  worth  this  sacrifice  ?  Nay,  what  sacrifice  is  it  not  worth  ? 
But  the  strictest  economy  in  expenditures  should  be  studied,  and 
the  knife  of  retrenchment  should  be  applied  wherever  it  can  be 
consistently  with  the  demands  of  justice  and  with  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  people. 

The  finances  of  our  city  are  in  a  sound  and  prosperous  con- 
dition. The  recent  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  of  last  year,  and  which  is  in  the  reach  of  all  our  citi- 
zens, presents  so  clear  and  satisfactory  an  exhibit,  that  I  need 
not  dwell  longer  upon  this  point. 

One  of  the  wants,  or  rather  necessities  of  the  city,  is  a  suit- 
able City  Marshal's  office,  with  a  proper  lobby  or  lock-up.  Last 
year,  a  piece  of  land  on  Warren  street  was  purchased  by  the 
city,  upon  which  a  building  might  be  erected,  containing  offices 
for  the  City  Mai-shal  and  Collector ;  also  a  secure  and  proper 
lobby,  with  accommodations  for  transient  persons,  to  whom  the 
city  is  frequently  obliged  to  give  temporary  lodging.  Possibly, 
it  might  be  deemed  expedient  to  so  construct  the  building  as  to 
provide  a  Ward  Room  for  Ward  Five,  which  is  certainly  much 
needed.  I  solicit  the  early  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  this 
subject. 

Our  Fire  Department  is  well  organized,  and  in  excellent  con- 
dition. There  is  only  one  matter  in  connection  with  it,  to  which 
I  will  now  call  your  attention.  The  Chief  Engineer  says  in  his 
recent  annual  report,  that  there  is  "  some  complaint  by  the 
hosemen  connected  with  the  engines  in  the  compact  part  of  the 
city  that  no  suits  of  fire  clothes  are  furnished  them,  and  that 
the  entire  pay  which  they  receive  from  the  city  will  not  recom- 
pense them  for  clothes  destroyed,  to  say  nothing  of  the  exposure 
to  their  persons  in  going  into  and  upon  burning  buildings."  I 
think  the  complaint  well  founded,  and  worthy  the  early  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Council.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Engineers,  that  the  hosemen  '^  should  have  additional  compen- 
sation, or  that  they  should  be  furnished  with  suits  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  city,  or  that  the  companies  should  be  allowed  a 
stated  sum  per  annum  for  the  purpose  of  providing  them,  and 
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haviDg  ihem  the  property  of  the  companies."    I  leave  these 
saggestions  for  joar  consideration. 

I  will  not  detain  you  longer.  Let  us  proceed  to  the  business 
of  the  year,  and  may  a  benignant  Providence  bless  all  our  efforts 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  our  city. 
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BENJAMIN  F.  GALE,  Mayor. 


ALDERMEN. 

John  A.  Holmes, 
Thomas  D.  Potter, 
Henry  Martin, 
Ezra  Ballard, 
Nicholas  Quimby, 
Abraham  J.  Prescott, 
William  Walker, 


Ward  1. 
"     2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 


COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Abraham  G.  Jones,  President. 
George  P.  Meserve,  Harvey  Chase, 
Sylvester  Stevens,  John  B.  Curtis, 
George  W.  Flanders,  John  V.  Aldrich, 
Jefferson  Noyes,  Daniel  A.  Hill, 
Abraham  G.  Jones,  Charles  T.  Lane, 
Charles  P.  Virgin,  Thomas  W.  Stewart, 
Charles  W.  Hazeltine,  James  Weeks, 

William  A.  Hodgdon,  Cfitt/  Clerk. 
Amos  Hadley,  Clerk. 
Joseph  C.  A.  Hill,  City  Treasurer. 
John  Y.  Mugridge,  City  Solicitor. 
William  H.  Buntin,  City  Collector. 
William  H.  Smart,  City  Phyneian. 


Ward  1. 

"  2. 

"  3. 

"  4. 

"  5. 

"  6. 

"  7. 
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ASSESSORS. 

Nathan  Chandler,  Charles  Smith,  Jacob  N.  Flanders,  John 
Abbott,  Enos  Blako,  Cyrus  T.  Moore,  Hiram  Dow. 

Superintending  School  Committee  for  Wards  1,  2,  and  7.— 
J.  Henry  Gilmore,  Ephraim  0.  Jameson,  Josiah  Stevens. 

Board  of  Education. — Asa  Fowler,  David  Patten,  Jesse  P. 
Bancroft,  Henry  E.  Parker,  Josiah  P.  Nutting,  Joseph  B. 
Walker,  P.  Brainard  Cogswell,  Hazen  Pickering,  Samuel  C. 
Eastman. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library, — John  S.  Brown,  Thomas  D. 
Potter,  George  W.  Flanders,  Amos  Hadley,  Henry  E.  Sawyer, 
Hazen  Pickering,  Isaac  N.  Abbott. 

Health  Officers. — Jonathan  L.  Pickering,  ex  officio ;  Wm.  H. 
Smart,  m.  d.;  Charles  E.  Savory. 

Superintendent  of  Repairs  of  Highivays  and  Bridges. — 
Benjamin  F.  Gale. 


District 

No.l. 
"  2. 
"  3. 
"  4. 
"  5. 
"  6. 
"  7. 
"  8. 
"10. 

*'12. 
"13. 
«14. 
"15. 


HIGHWAY 

Jeremiah  P.  Boyce, 
Enoch  Jackman, 
Charles  Graham, 
John  G.  Kimball, 
Moody  S.  Farnum, 
James  Frye, 
Aaron  Tay, 
George  W.  West, 
Hiram  Farnum, 
Alfred  C.  Abbott, 
Charles  C.  Bean, 
George  F.  Sanborn, 
Amos  Hoit, 
Harvey  Chase, 


SURVEYORS. 
District 

No.  16.  Robert  B.  Hoit, 
"   17.  Moses  M.  Davis, 
«    18.  Isaac  F.  Ferrin, 
"   19.  John  K.  Abbott, 
•*   20.  Franklin  J.  Emerson, 
"    21.  Henry  Fisk, 
"   22.  Rufus  Smart, 
"    23.  John  Corliss,  Jun. 
"   24.  Daniel  D.  Clark, 
"   25.  George  T.  Abbott, 
"   26.  Langdon  S.  Flanders, 
"  27.  J.  G.  Holmes, 
«   80.  Henry  E.  Dow, 
"  81.  Samuel  Cliftrd. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

True  Osgood,  Cidef  Engineer. 
Caleb  Parker,   Clerks  Abel  B.  Holt,  John  M.  Hill,  AIoiuso 
Downing,  Beza  H.  Lincoln,  James  Frye,  David  A.  Brown, 
Chandler  Eastman. 

POLICE. 

Jonathan  L.  Pickering,  City  Marshal. 

Charles  E.  Savory,  George  B.  Elliott,  Assistant  Marshals* 

Police  Officers. — Charles  E.  Savory,  William  T.  Locke, 
James  E.  Rand,  Moody  S.  Farnum,  John  B.  Watson,  Charles 
W.  Davis,  Francis  A.  Emerson,  George  Turner. 

Special  Police  Officers. — Baruch  Biddle,  Josiah  C.  Shaw, 
John  Kimball,  John  Connell,  Joseph  0.  Trask,  William  H. 
Brown,  Ephraim  S.  Oilman,  Charles  D.  Newell,  Charles  Den- 
nett, Horace  S.  Abbott,  Albert  Thompson,  Peter  C.  Virgin, 
Lyman  R.  Fellows,  Richard  M.  Ordway,  Solon  S.  Gale,  Josiah 
Cooper,  James  H.  Rowell,  Abial  Rolfe,  Joshua  Chapman. 

Night  Watchmen. — James  E.  Rand,  John  B.  Watson. 

Surveyors  of  Lumber. — Joseph  T.  Clough,  Nathaniel  Rolfe, 
Eben  F.  Elliot,  Asa  H.  Morrill,  John  G.  Warren,  Charles 
Stark,  William  Pago,  Timothy  W.  Emery,  John  P.  Locke,  An- 
drew Moody,  Jeremiah  S.  Noyes,  Daniel  H.  Fletcher,  James 
Sanborn,  George  S.  Dennett,  Abel  B.  Holt,  Curtis  White,  John 
T.  Batchelder,  Rodney  G.  Cutting,  George  P.  Meserve,  Sam- 
uel Eastman,  John  Abbott,  Henry  M.  Moore,  Sewell  Hoit, 
Daniel  Dunlap,  Shadrach  Seavey,  A.  C.  Holt,  WilUam  Ballard, 
Daniel  Farnum,  Erastus  C.  Currier,  Daniel  A.  Hill,  Joel  Li- 
galls,  George  Frye,  Jeremiah  F.  Runnels,  George  Wilkins, 
Samuel  Shute,  William  W.  Cushman,  Charles  Potter,  Joseph 
S.  Lund,  Leonard  Holt,  Jehiel  D.  Knight. 


Corders  of  Wood. — John  Batchelder,  John  S.  Rollins, 
H.  Morrill,  Cyrus  Robinson,  Jun.,  John  B.  Curtb,  John  M. 
Dearborn,  Joseph  T.  Clough,  Jeremiah  S.  Noyes,  Rodney  Q. 
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Catting,  Moses  H.  Bean,  Joshua  Chapman,  Abel  B.  Holt,  Jo- 
seph D.  Taylor,  Isaac  Clement,  Daniel  S.  Webster,  George 
Frye,  Andrew  S.  Smith,  George  A.  Pillsbury,  William  H.  Bun- 
tin,  George  F.  Whittredge,  George  Wilkins,  Noah  P.  Webster, 
Charles  C.  Doty,  Samuel  Hutchins,  Jonathan  L.  Pickering, 
Henry  T.  Chickering,  Joseph  W.  Hildreth,  Shadrach  Searey, 
Jeremiah  F.  Runnels. 

Surveyors  of  Stone, — Henry  H.  Brown,  William  H.  Clark, 
Charles  Nutting,  Simeon  Abbott,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Joseph 
Clough,  John  Abbott,  Daniel  Clough,  Noah  P.  Webster,  Josiah 
Cooper,  Daniel  S.  Clark,  Richard  M.  Ordway. 

Weighers  of  Bay, — John  Batchelder,  Cyrus  Robinson,  Wil 
liam  P.  Hardy,  James  F.  Hoit,  E.  F.  Batchelder,  Joseph  D. 
Taylor,  Francis  A.  Fisk,  George  F.  Whittredge,  Charles  C. 
Doty. 

Surveyors  of  Masonry. — Jefferson  Noyes,  Rich'd  M.  Ordway. 

Sealers  of  Leather. — Cyrus  Robinson,  Enos  Blake,  Chase 
Hill,  Jacob  P.  Sanders,  William  Gilman,  Calvin  Thorn,  John 
Batchelder,  Charles  E.  Robinson. 

Sealers  of  Weights. — Ivory  Hall,  J.  B.  Stanley,  Moses  H. 
Bean,  Norman  G.  Carr,  James  H.  Chase. 

Cullers  of  Staves. — Isaiah  S.  Robinson,  Leonard  Bell,  Wil- 
liam Heywood,  Joseph  Abbott. 

Fence  Viewers. — Daniel  Knowlton,  John  Abbott,  James  Frye. 

Superintendents  of  Cemeteries. — Joseph  Brown  for  North 
and  Blossom  Hill  Cemeteries ;  John  A.  Cobum,  for  Fisherville 
Cemetery ;  George  W.  Moulton,  for  Cemetery  in  Ward  2 ; 
Gardner  K.  Knowles,  for  Cemetery  in  Ward  3  ;  George  Frye, 
for  Cemetery  in  Ward. 
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Pound  Keeper. — Ephraim  S.  Oilman. 

Liquor  Agents, — Calvin  Thorn,  Andrew  A.  Dow. 

JOINT  COMMITTEES   OP   CITY  COUNCIL. 

On  Finance. — Messrs.  Quimby,  Curtis,  Stewart. 

On  Accounts  and  Claims. — Messrs.  Ballard,  Noyes,  Hazel- 
tine. 

On  Lands  and  Buildings. — Messrs.  Brown,  Chase,  Stevens. 

On  City  Farm. — Messrs.  Martin,  Stevens,  Aldrich. 

On  Cemeteries. — Messrs.  Potter,  Meserve,  Virgin. 

On  Fire  Department. — Messrs.  Prescott,  Lane,  Stewart. 

On  Liglding  the  Streets. — Messrs.  Walker,  Hill,  Lane. 

On  Streets  and  Commons. — Messrs.  Potter,  Virgin,  Hill. 

On  Public  Listruction. — Messrs.  Prescott,  Flanders,  Curtis. 

On  Bridges,  Sewers^  and  Drains. — Messrs.  Walker,  Noyes, 
Weeks. 

STANDING   COMxMITTEES   OP   BOARD   OP   ALDERMEN. 

On  Elections  and  Ileturns. — Alderman  Martin. 

On  Second  Reading. — Alderman  Ballard. 

On  Engrossed  Ordinances. — Alderman  Holmes. 

On  Abatement  of  Taxes. — Aldermen  Ballard  and  Quimby. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES   OF   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

On  Flections  and  Returns. — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Chase,  Weeks. 

On  Bills  on  Second  Reading. — Messrs,  Noyes,  Curtis,  Me- 
serve. 

On  Engrossed  Ordinances  and  Resolutions. — Messrs.  Flan- 
ders, Hazeltine,  Meserve. 
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ANNUAL   REPORT 

OP   THE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  City  Council : 

The  Superintending  School  Committee  for  the  City  of  Con- 
cord would  respectfully  submit  the  following  statements  in  re- 
gard to  the  eighteen  out-lying  districts  which  have  been  entrust- 
ed to  their  supervision  during  the  past  year. 

In  the  case  of  each  district  the  provisions  of  the  statute  have 
been  complied  with  and  a  fair  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
training  of  the  young.  But  there  has  been, — as  there  must 
ever  be  under  the  present  system  of  supervision, — great  lack 
of  uniformity  in  the  character  of  the  different  schools.  Some 
have  been  so  good  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  any  resort  to 
private  teachers  or  academies.  A  few  have  been  so  bad  that 
the  time  and  money  expended  on  them  have  been  utterly  wast- 
ed. 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Superintending  Committee  to 
remedy  these  defects,  without  a  more  thorough  and  hearty  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils 
than  they  have  in  some  cases  received.  It  cannot  be  too  strong- 
ly impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  legal  voters  in  our  different 
suburban  districts  that  the  responsibility  for  the  character  and 
usefulness  of  their  schools  rests  mainly  on  them.  This  respon- 
sibility may  be  met : 

1.  By  greater  care  in  the  selection  of  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee.    The  best  man  in  the  district,  whatever  his  politics  or 


religion  may  be,  should  be  assigned  to  this  responsible  position 
and  held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
its  duties.  Any  man  who  will  make  this  oflSce  a  stepping-stone 
to  political  preferment  or  a  means  for  the  gratification  of  per- 
sonal prejudice  should  receive  the  hearty  and  unqualified  con- 
demnation of  every  right-minded  person. 

2.  By  insisting  on  the  employment  of  first  class  teachers. 
There  have  been  few  such  in  the  employ  of  the  districts  under 
our  supervision  during  the  past  year.  In  some  localities  cheap 
teachers  are  always  in  demand.  In  others  there  seems  to  be  an 
understanding  that  the  leading  men  in  the  district  shall  alter- 
nately enjoy  the  privilege  of  providing  for  their  dependent 
friends  by  installing  them  in  the  teachers'  chair.  We  should 
like  to  see  it  enacted  that  no  relative  of  a  Prudential  Commit- 
mittee-man  should  teach  in  his  district  during  his  term  of  office. 
It  would  remedy  many  defects  in  the  practical  workings  of  our 
system.  In  default  of  any  such  provision  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  scholars  must  see  to  it  that  their  mental  and  moral 
culture  is  entrusted  to  none  but  competent  hands.  The  City  of 
Concord  ought  to  command  the  services  of  thoroughly  educated 
and  experienced  teachers. 

3.  The  authority  of  those  teachers  must  be  enforced  by  home 
.  discipline.  Parents  must  realize  themselves  and  strive  to  im- 
press upon  their  children  the  importance  of  regular  attendance, 
courteous  deportment  and  studious  habits  during  the  sessions  of 
the  school.  The  weight  of  their  influence  must  be  thrown  in 
favor  of  "  the  powers  that  be.*'  Their  interest  in  teacher  and 
scholars,  and  their  estimation  of  the  privilege  of  a  conunon 
school  education  must  be  clearly  and  unhesitatingly  shown. 
Then  our  schools  will  be  what  they  should  be.  Whenever  your 
Committee  have  been  disappointed  in  the  character  and  progress 
of  a  school,  it  has  been  owing  to  a  want  of  care  in  the  selection 
of  a  teacher,  or  a  want  of  interest  in  staying  up  a  competent 
teacher's  hands.  These  evils  they  are  permitted  to  indicate  ; 
but  they  have  no  power  to  correct  them. 


REMARKS  ON  PARTICULAR  DISTRICTS. 

District  No.  1. 
The  school  in  this  district  is  large  and  has  of  late  enlisted  the 
cordial  sympathy  of  the  parents  and  been  favored  with  unusual- 
ly competent  teachers.  As  a  consequence  marked  progress  has 
been  made  in  every  department.  The  reading  during  the  last 
term  was  especially  fine.  Miss  Emma  R.  Stone  had  charge  of 
the  school  during  the  first  term.  The  second  and  third  terms 
were  conducted  by  Miss  Etta  C.  Danforth.  G. 

District  No.  2. 
There  are  few  large  scholars  in  this  district ;  but  it  requires 
a  firm  and  steady  hand  to  successfully  govern  its  school.  The 
parents  should  see  that  an  experienced  teacher  is  secured  and 
uphold  that  teacher  in  any  emergency.  The  first  term  of  school 
was  conducted  to  the  very  general  satisfaction  of  the  district  by 
Miss  Anna  L.  Lear.  The  teacher  during  the  second  term  was 
Miss  Helen  Crawford.  a. 

District  No.  4. 
This  school  has  long  been  noted  for  the  interest  with  which  it 
is  regarded  by  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  scholars.  The 
Sunamer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  F.  Morrill,  who  brought 
to  the  work  a  fine  education  but  no  previous  experience  as  a 
teacher.  Mr.  Wm.  W.  Burbank,  also,  who  taught  the  Winter 
School  had  never  taught  before.  More  marked  progress  might 
have  been  made  with  older  and  more  experienced  teachers,    g. 

District  No.  5. 
The  school  in  this  district,  averaging  only   nine  scholars,  has 
been   taught  during   the  entire  year  by  Miss  Zelda  Morgan. 
She  has  proved  herself  a  faithful  and  very  successful  teacher. 

G. 

District  No.  6. 

The  school  in  this  district,  numbering  only  six  scholars,  has 
enjoyed  the  services  of  two  especially  gifted  teachers — ^Miss 
Mary  E.  Hoag,  and  Miss  H.  M.  Rand.  The  progress  of  the 
scholars  has  been  marked,  and  the  whole  appearance  of  the 
school  and  its  surroundings  very  gratifying.  g. 
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District  No.  7. 
The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Laura  \.  Cloagh. 
The  school  numbered  about  twenty  scholars  and  was  noted  for 
good  order,  promptness  and  application.  The  Fall  •  and  Winter 
Terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Eliza  J.  Clough.  Her  labors  were 
attended  with  success  and  gave  satisfaction.  This  district  for 
several  years  past  has  been  highly  favored  in  the  selection  of 
competent  teachers.  s. 

District  No.  8. 

The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Eliza  J.  Clough,  whose 
labors  were  attended  with  greater  success  than  would  have  been 
anticipated  at  the  commencement  of  the  term.  The  Winter 
Term  was  taught  by  Miss  S.  R.  Holmes,  who  labored  with  great 
perseverance  and  energy  for  the  imjirovement  of  her  pupils. 
But  no  teacher,  however  competent,  can  make  a  school  what  it 
should  be  without  the  co-operation  of  parents  and  scholars,  s. 
District  No.  12. 

Good  order  and  delightful  progress  have  marked  the  course 
of  this  school  through  another  year.  The  pupils,  though  young- 
er than  usual,  have  nobly  sustained  the  reputation  of  the  school. 
The  instructi<jn  given,  both  by  Miss  Clough  and  Mr.  True,  has 
been  highly  commendable  for  thoroughness,  as  appeared  at  the 
final  examinations.  j. 

District   No.  13. 

The  school  house  in  this  district  is  utterly  unfit  for  its  pur- 
pose. The  parents  seem  to  feel  little  interest  in  the  school  and 
no  disposition  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  teacher.  Miss 
Abia  B.  Scales  did  as  well  with  the  Summer  school  as  these  ad- 
verse circumstances  would  permit.  Mr.  Daniel  A.  Pressey 
[jroved  himself  too  young  and  inexperienced  to  govern  so  tur- 
bulent a  r.ealm  as  that  assigned  him.  This  district  demands 
first  class  teachers  for  a  term  of  years.  q. 

District  No.  14. 

This  school  has  been  unusually  prosperous  and  successful,  and 
under  each  of  its  three  teachers  has  steadily  advanced  in  good 
order  and  scholarship.  j. 


District  No.  15. 

This  small  school  is  made  up  mostly  of  young  pupils  but  quite 

advanced  in  their  studies.     The  examination  showed  that  the 

ground  gone  over  had  been  faithfully  explored  ;  and  the  scholars 

almost  without  exception  appeared  creditably  to  themselves  and 

their  teachers.  J. 

District  No.  16. 

This  is  a  small  school,  numbering  only  six  scholars,  the  Sum- 
mer and  Fall  Terms  of  which  were  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Hohnes.     Although  young  and  making  her  first  attempt  at 
teaching,  her  eflForts  were  crowned  with  abundant  success,     s. 
District  No.  18. 

The  Summer,  Fall  and  Winter  Terms  of  this  school  were 
taught  by  Miss  Sarah  F.  Bickford.  The  final  examinations 
gave  evidence  of  much  labor  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  attend- 
ed with  the  co-operation  of  parents  and  scholars,  and  crowned 
with  satisfactory  results.  ^  s. 

District  No.  19. 

The  end  of  the  year  finds  this  school  taking  a  higher  stand 
than  usual  in  point  of  order,  while  its  improvement  in  other  re- 
spects is  highly  creditable.  The  character  of  the  school  suffers 
more  or  less  every  year  by  the  irregular  attendance  and  disor- 
derly behavior  of  a  few  of  the  pupils.  Parents  should  look  to 
this  matter.  j. 

District  No.  21. 

The  condition  of  this  school  is  poor.  Some  improvement  how- 
ever has  been  made  during  a  year  of  faithful  instruction  by 
Miss  Ladd  and  Mrs.  Sargent.  With  few  exceptions  the  scholars 
are  backward,  indifferent  and  irregular.  Somothing  should  be 
done  to  remedy  these  defects.  j. 

District  No.  22. 

This  school,  which  is  quite  large,  has  suffered  greatly  from 
the  want  of  better  accommodations.  The  teachers  speak  of  a 
lack  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  scholars,  and 
want  of  interest  among  the  parents.  There  has  been  however 
a  good  degree  of  improvement  in  the  discipline  and  general  as- 
pect of  the  school.  j. 


8 

District  No.  28. 

This  district  is  united  with  No.  1  in  Bow,  Concord  furnishing 
only  one  scholar.  The  teachers  have  discharged  their  duties 
with  fidelity.  8. 

District  No.  24. 

This  is  a  Union  District  with  Hopkinton.  The  Summer  and 
Winter  Terms  have  been  taught  by  Miss  Mary  A.  Underwood. 
This  lady  has  experience  combined  with  those  natural  qualifica- 
tions so  indispensably  requisite  to  make  a  good  teacher,  and  the 
school  under  her  supervision  has  made  great  improvement,    s. 

E.  0.  JAMESON,       )     8up.  8.  Com. 
JOSIAH  STEVENS,  \  of  the 

J.  H.  GILMORE,        )  City  of  Concord. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COM- 
MITTEE FOR  DISTRICT  NO.  20,  FISHERVILLE. 


To  tlie  legal  voters  of  District  No,  20  : 

The  undersigned,  having  endeavored  to  discharge  the  duties 
entrusted  to  them  during  the  past  year  with  fidelity  and  impar- 
tiality, beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report. 

There  have  been  three  terms  of  school  held  in  this  district 
during  the  past  year,  embracing  thirty-two  weeks  of  study. 
The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  attendance  has  been  girls  126, 
boys  120 ;  total  246.  The  average  attendance  135.  Amount 
of  City  orders  ^638.31.  During  the  first  two  terms  three 
teachers  were  found  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  district. 
During  the  last  term  the  employment  of  a  fourth  teacher  be- 
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came  necessary.  Your  committee  would  recommend  to  the  fa- 
vorable consideration  of  the  district  the  constant  employment  of 
foar  well-educated  and  experienced  teachers ;  and  the  gradation 
of  our  schools  so  as  to  give  to  the  older  scholars  so  thorough  an 
education  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  their  resorting  to  pri- 
vate schools  and  incorporated  academies.  It  is  for  the  interest 
of  rich  and  poor  alike  to  elevate  the  character  of  our  common 
schools  so  that  they  may  supply  all  needful  facilities  for  edu- 
cation. 

The  adoption  of  the  Somersworth  act  has  tended  apparently 
to  promote  the  prosperity  of  our  schools,  and  we  can  see  no  rea- 
son why  they  may  not  remain  to  advantage  under  the  supervis- 
ion of  our  own  citizens.  We  would  recommend  to  the  voters  of 
this  district,  however,  that  the  person  who  is  elected  to  the  re- 
sponsible office  of  Prudential  Committee,  be  also  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Superintending  Committee.  This  course  is  adopted 
in  many  places,  and  all  liability  of  conflict  between  these  com- 
mittees is  thus  obviated.  Too  great  care  cannot  be  exercised  in 
the  choice  of  these  officials.  All  political  and  religious  prefer- 
ences should  be  waived  in  favor  of  personal  adaptation  to  the 
position.  The  seal  of  popular  contempt  should  be  stamped  on 
any  man  who  makes  his  office  a  means  for  the  gratification  of 
personal  animosities,  or  the  up-building  of  parties  and  sects; 

Tour  committee  would  also  impress  upon  parents  and  friends, 
the  importance  of  giving  to  their  children  as  many  months  in 
the  school  room  as  they  possibly  can ;  and  insisting  on  regular 
tittendance,  courteous  deportment  and  habits  of  industry,  while 
their  names  are  on  the  school  renter.  It  is  an  unfortunate 
fact  both  for  the  reputation  of  our  schools  and  the  welfare  of 
the  rising  generation,  that  many  children  in  this  community 
leave  the  school  room  before  they  are  fairly  old  enough  to  profit 
by  its  teachings.  It  is  but  poor  economy  to  deprive  a  child  of 
the  means  of  earning  many  dollars  in  after  life  for  the  sake  of  a 
few  cents  a  day  when  he  is  ten  or 'twelve  years  old. 

Your  committee  would,  in  conclusion,  submit  more  specific 
statements  in  regard  to  the  several  schools  m  this  district. 
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Gbammab  School. 

Flnt    Term.   San  F.  Teimej  teadier.  Waget ,  $22^.    Scbolan.  39  ;  «r.  att.  M. 
geeoiid   "  "  "  "  "  "  "  4*;       "      30. 

Third      "         Darid  D.  Smith      "  "       ^40.00        "  45 ;       "      iO. 

This  school  has  been  eminently  successfol,  especially  during 
the  closing  term.  The  final  examination  showed  that  in  strict- 
ness of  disciplme,  promptness  of  statement  and  clearness  of  ex- 
planation, it  was  a  credit  to  our  village.  Your  committee  can 
but  express  the  wish  that  it  might  have  a  competent  male  teach- 
er during  the  entire  year. 

Intermediate  School. 

First    Term.    Hiss  S.  W.  Moore  teacher.    Waget*,  $18.00.    Scholars,  48  ;  ar.  att.  43. 
Second    "  "       "  "  "  "  "  "         52;       "      41. 

Thlrf      "  FJiza  F.Moore  "  "       $20.00.         "        40;       "      35. 

The  order  in  this  school  during  the  first  two  terms  was  not 
what  it  should  have  been,  though  the  second  term  was  a  marked 
improvement  on  the  first.  It  is  very  evident  that  many  of  the 
scholars  are  not  trained  to  habits  of  cheerful  obedience  at  home. 
During  the  third  term  the  school  was  all  that  could  be  desired 
in  every  respect.  May  it  long  retain  its  present  efficient 
teacher. 

Primary  School. 


First    Term.    Kliza  F.  Moore  teacher. 

Wages,  $lfi.oo.    Scholars,  67  ; 

av.  att.  40. 

Second    "           "     "       "          " 

«          «               «        ^ . 

"        48. 

my,,  .      „       3fif>8  P.  J.  Call         " 
^"^              Julitt  A.  Abbott        " 

u                 "         M; 
$H.00.         "        37; 

50. 
"        29. 

During  the  first  two  terms  the  condition  of  this  school  hardly 
seemed  susceptible  of  improvement,  and  the  Superintending 
Committee  regretted  exceedingly  the  transfer  of  its  teacher  to 
the  intermediate  department.  That  transfer  has  however  re- 
sulted in  the  material  improvement  of  the  intermediate  school 
while  the  condition  of  the  primary  department  is  still  found  to 
be  quite  satisfactory. 

J.  H.  GILMORE,    )    Sup.  Sclwol  Com. 
ABIAL  ROLFE,      \  for 

WM.  H.  ALLEN,    )      District  No.  20. 

HAZEN  KNOWLTON,  Prudential  Committee. 
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SCHOOL  REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


During  the  last  year  the  usual  amount  of  schooling  (24  weeks) 
has  been  enjoyed ;  but  your  committee  earnestly  recommend  an 
annual  increase  of  one  third,  the  whole  to  be  judiciously  divid- 
ed into  three  regular  terms — two  of  ten  and  one  of  twelve 
weeks.  Also  an  appropriation  sufficient  for  digging  and  fur- 
nishing a  convenient  well  of  water  on  the  grounds  for  the  use 
of  the  scholars. 

The  classification,  progress,  deportment  and  general  influence 
of  the  Primary  Department  justly  elicit  the  commendation  of 
its  appreciative  patrons. 

Though  the  higher  department  was  interrupted  by  an  advisa- 
ble change  of  teachers  in  the  midst  of  the  Winter  term,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  it  has  been  comparatively  well  sustained  and  profit- 
able to  the  interests  of  its  constant  attendants.  Could  all  these 
youth  be  brought  to  feel  the  importance  of  fully  and  properly 
using  their  local  school  opportunities  for  the  supply  of  practical 
knowledge  and  the  larger  development  and  control  of  the  intel- 
lectual powers  a  prominent  point  would  be  made  toward  future 
advancement. 


Terms. 


Taaohen. 


Primary  Dep. 
Higher  Dep. 


Wkd.  WgM.  of  Dif.  Sch<i.  Av.  Dlf.  Schs.  City 
Teachers,  pr.  term.  att.  in  year.  Order. 


Miss  A.  M.  Chase. 


Miss  E.  C.  Danforth. 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Smith, 
Miss  M.  C.  Rowell. 


12 
12 
12 

12 


522 
25 
24 

2/> 


64 
59 
40 

59 


49 
53 
36 

44 


127 


5336.48 


Most  respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  CARLETON, 
M.  H.  FARNAM, 
DAVID  ABBOTT, 
A.  A.  BLANCHARD, 
C.  H.  CLOUGH, 

JACOB  DOW,  Prudential  Committee, 


S.  S. 
Committee, 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


Prndvlitlftl 


I; 


I 

J 


I 


Ko.  1 


£.  A^  Eutmftn. 
Bobcn  BoiC 
2tG«o.  F^  Sanborn. 


William  C*rter, 
Timothj  CirtCT. 
F.  J,  Emerson. 


6  John  B&llofd. 

7  Wm.  H.  PrDdoc. 

SC*  W.  Hawslluie. 


J»  T.  Clough. 
Albert  St^vcDft. 
J.  C.  Bnrtlctt. 


l5Thomii  Potter. 
15  J,  G.  Holmes. 


I  1  EmtcA  R.  3u»&e. 

2  Etta  C.  Danfnrtlk. 

3  ».  <« 

!  1  Aiuta  Ifc  Leu. 
r2  Helen  Ota wford. 
:I  MaETF.MorrilL 
I  2  Wtn.  W.  Bujb*ikk. 
.  1  Zelda  H.  Morgmn, 
1 2      *•      "         *' 
I  1  Marj£*How. 

2  H.  M.  Band. 

I  Laura  A.  Clough. 
!  2  Eliia  J.  Clougb. 
13}    "      **        '^ 

t  I  II  <l  ii 

'  2  MiM  5,  R.  Holmn. 

1  |M,  £.  aough. 

2  Benj.  0*True. 

1  lAbin  B.  8calcfi. 

2  !Bani€l  A.  Vteatej. 
1  Murr  E.  Gr«ham. 

I  2  M.  EJwm  StcTeot 
[  3  A  If  ah  L*  Btoirn. 
■  1   Lydia  K.  Potter. 
12  A.  K,  Potter. 

1  Sarab  F.  Uolmei, 

2  '      ^1      t*        n 

1  Sarah  T^BickforiL 

2  **      i* 


Hev.H.A.KcndaU. 

John  L.  Tall  ant. 

Geo-  W.  Wtft. 

B^nj.  A.  Hall. 

A.  M,  Hilli. 
A.  S.  Smith. 

*  In  union  with  Bow. 


EU™  M.  Taggar^, 
Charles  D.  Barrowg* 
Abby  F.  Ladd, 
TliaBkful  F.  Sargant* 
Etnnia  M.  Gile. 
U.K.Walea. 

1  >lif^  A»  Abbott. 

^  :Harj  A.  Emerson. 

jj  IMarf  A.  Underwood. 

J  11  it  n 


10 

g 

a 

10 

10 
10 
10 
12 

9 

9 
12 

9 
12 
11 
11 
12 
11 
U 
11 
12 

9 

e 

9 
9 
12 

10 
€ 
12 
1€ 
9 
12 
14 
10 

7 
11 


!fl4.0(>3;2l{ 
^16.00,302^ 


17.00  1H14 

ia.oo  iB^ir 

IB.00  26^1 

22.00  ai;26; 

18,0042  M< 
37-00  3S  32 
14.00  22 17 
^.00  3124' 
12.00  Id  11 
22.00  1916; 
24  0015  I 
I2.00f  8j 
24.00  12l  9^ 
13.00  Gl  5' 
13.00'  8'  6 
20.00  30  24 
20.00  35,28, 
24.00  34  261 
|35,24[ 
35.00,41 
13.00,  U  9 
20.0021] 
15.3036:27 
16.00  40  32* 
l3.33fU  I 
14.32,10  9 
13.0018,14 

i7,oo;2oi   I 


125.80 

193.32 

120.34 

97.4S 

87.43 
74.42 
179.79 

187.07 
117,10 

103^ 
40.16 


t  In  union  with  Hopkinton. 
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STATISTICS   OF   SCHOOLS   IN  THE   ENTIRE  CITY 
INCLUDING  UNION  DISTRICT. 


1820 

1336 

2656 

1709 

14 

65 

79 


Number  of  different  boys  in  schools, 

((         a  u        cMb  ^^       '^ 

Total  attendance  of  boys  and  girls. 
Average  attendance  of  scholars, 
Number  of  male  teachers  employed, 

"        "   female  teachers  employed, 
Whole  number  of        "  " 

Least  amount  of  schooling  in  any  districts — ^Nos.  6,  15 

and  23,  weeks,  18 

Greatest  amount — ^Union  District,  weeks,  38 

Whole  amount  of  schooling,  "  624 

Average  amount  of  schooling,  "  24f 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  town  tax  for  support  of 

schools,  $9468.17 

Amount  of  extra  tax  for  support  of  schools  in  Umon 

District,  $2000.00 
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STATISTICAL  TABI,B. 


1           ] 

: 

i 

■1      ""' 

i 

1 

1 

1 

CD 

h 

^ 

M 

1 

^ 

1 

FtndnitU 

i 

J3 

1 

= 

1 

1 

OommUtcof. 

g 

Teaflhers. 

£ 

>* 

i 

^ 

& 

^      iSI 

1       B 

No,  I 

John  Sawyeri  Jf . 

1 

Emma  B-  Stooe. 

10 

§14.00 

29,21 

E.  A.  Ea*ttaiii. 

2 

EttJia  DanfoTtU. 

9 

16.00 

30124 

S150.41 

Robt^t  Hoit. 

3 

(t                 u                              , 

11 

24.00 

36 

33 

"    2 

Geo.  F.  Sanborn, 

1 

Anna  L.  Loar.                 i 

10 

IS.OQ 

23 

16 

90,45 

2 

Helen  Crawford* 

9 

18.00 

10 

"    4 

William  Garter. 

1 

MaryRMorrilt.               i 

m 

IO.00 

20 

17 

Bsm 

Tmothy  Cartel, 

2 

Wm.  ^y.  Burbank, 

10 

26.00 

23 

19 

"   6 

F.  J,  EmenraO' 

1 

Zelda  H.  Morgan, 

10 

12.00 

^ 

6 

85.51 

2 

K           (1                3 

12 

20,00 

12 

11 

*'   6 

John  BallaTd. 

i 

Mary  E.  Hoag. 

9 

16.00 

6 

S 

SIM 

2 

IL  M.  Rand. 

9 

17.00 

6 

6 

"   7 

Wm,  H*  Proctor* 

1 

Lanra  A,  Cloiiffb, 
Elita  J.  Glongfi. 

12 

20 

120.64 

2 

9 

17.00 

Ig 

14 

3 

n        it          fti 

12 

moo 

19 

16 

"   8 

C.  W.  Hnzdtiiie. 

1 

II        ij          ii 

11 

18.00 

26 

2l|  12S,80 

2 

Miss  S,  R.  Holmw, 

11 

22.00 

31 

34|  193,32 

32 

"12 

J.  T,  Clough, 

1 
2 

M,  E.  Clough. 
Benj.  OTrue. 

12 
11 

IS.OO 
37.00 

42 
38 

"13 

Albert  StOTuns. 

1 

Abia  B.  ScaloB. 

11 

14.00 

22il7|  120.34 

2 

Daniel  A.  Presaey. 

It 

24.00 

31'24!. 

"14 

J-  C.  Bartlett, 

I 

Mary  E.  Gmbam. 
M»  EJwin  Ste¥enB» 

12 

12.00 

15,11 

97.48 

2 

9 

22.00 

19^ 

16 

3 

AWab  L.  Brown. 

10 

24  00 

IS 

"15 

Thoiuaft  Potter. 

1 

Lydia  K*  Potter. 

B 

12.00 

a 

87.43 

2 

A.  K.  Potter. 

9 

24.00 

12 

9 

"16 

J.  G.  Holniei. 

1 

Sarah  F.  Holmes. 

9 

13,00 

& 

5 

74,42 

2 

*■            IC                 M 

12 

13.00 

s 

6 

"18 

1 

Sarah  T.  Blckford. 

10 

20.00 

30 

241  179.79 

2 

ii         li:              n 

6 

20,00 

36 

28^ 

3 

tt        Ii              ti 

13 

24.00 

34 

26 

"19 

Rev.H.A.KoiidaU, 

1 

Ellen  M.TflgRard. 

10 

36 

24 

187.07 

2 

Charles  D.  Barrows* 

9 

35.00 

41 

"21 

John  L.  TelUnt, 

1 

AbbyF.  Ladd, 

12 

13,00 

14 

9 

117.10 

2 

ThaDkfnl  F.  Sargent* 

H 

20.00 

21 

**22 

Goo-  W.  West, 

1 

Emma  M,  Gilc. 

10 

16.30 

36  27] 

103.98 

2 

O.K.  Wiaea. 

9 

16.00 

40  32: 

***  23 

Bepj.  A.  Hall. 

I 

Alice  A*  Abbott, 

7 

I3.33j 
14.3:i 

11 

40.16 

2 

Mary  A.  Emerson- 

11 

10  9 
ISU 

t"at 

A.  M.  Hills. 

1 

Mary  A*  TJ  iiderwood. 

HI 

mm 

06,3^ 

A.  S.  Sniitk, 

2 

tt      ft            |j 

14 

uM 

20 

•  In  union  with  Bow. 
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FIFTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF   THE 

BOARD   OF   EDUCATION. 


The  Board  of  Education  for  the  Union  School  District  of  Con- 
cord oflFer  their  fifth  Annual  Report. 

The  year's  history  of  the  schools  has  on  the  whole  been  grat- 
ifying and  satisfactory.  With  some  faults  and  imperfections 
still  remaining  and  waiting  for  time  and  care  to  remedy,  the 
twenty-three  schools  embraced  in  this  Union  district  have  yet 
perhaps  as  well  subserved  the  high  ends  for  which  they  are 
maintained  as  at  any  period.  The  thirty-four  different  teachers 
who  have  had  the  charge  of  these  schools  in  their  several  grades 
have,  with  the  exception  of  seven,  continued  through  the  entire 
year ;  and  with  respect  to  nearly  the  entire  number,  for  their 
faithfulness  and  success  we  feel  that  we  owe  a  large  debt  of 
gratitude  and  praise.  When  we  consider  the  many  and  rare 
qualifications  requisite  for  a  good  teacher,  the  mental  discipline 
and  intelligence,  the  activity  and  patience,  the  good  sense  and 
enthusiasm,  the  self-control  and  self-possession,  the  impartiality 
and  justice,  the  amiabloness  of  disposition  yet  spirit  and  force, 
the  good  presence  and  good  manners,  tact  to  govern  and  tact  to 
teach,  with  a  personal  worth  and  excellence  of  character  that 
may  be  a  model  to  every  pupil,  —  when  we  thus  consider  the 
numerous  and  superior  requisites  which  go  to  make  up  the  tout 
ensemble  of  the  desirable  teacher,  we  may  regard  ourselves  as 
fortunate  in  our  teachers,  with  but  rare  exceptions,  and  speak 
of  them  in  highest  terms.  Not  only  for  their  usefulness  to  our 
children  and  youth  in  the  school-room,  but  as  an  element  of  so- 
ciety are  they  to  be  valued.  Several  of  our  teachers,  withm 
not  a  long  period,  have  been  elected  to  positions  in  schools  in 
Boston ;  if  it  be  a  compliment  to  these  teachers  it  is  equally  so 
to  the  standing  of  our  own  schools. 
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It  is  necessary  in  order  to  secure  'good  teachers  and  retain 
them,  that  we  give  them  a  just  if  not  generous  remuneration ; 
but  as  expenses  now  are  the  wages  paid  to  a  large  share  of  our 
teachers  are  altogether  inadequate.  Quite  half  of  the  entire 
number  have  from  the  pay  we  give  them,  been  barely  able  the 
past  year  to  meet  their  current  expenses. 

The  following  have  been  the  teachers  the  past  year : 

High  School.  Mr.  Henry  E.  Sawyer,  Principal,  Miss  M.  M. 
Otis  and  Mr.  Henry  J.  Crippen,  Assistants,  Spring  term ;  Miss 
M.  M.  Otis  and  Miss  Laura  Wentworth,  Fall  and  Winter  terms. 

Qrammar  Schools.  Mr.  James  W.  Webster,  Mr.  George  S. 
Houghton,  Mr.  Henry  J.  Crippin,  Mr.  Wm.  A.  Clough,  Miss 
Mary  A.  Eaton,  Miss  S.  Augusta  Gerrish,  Miss  Lucy  R.  Hill, 
and  Miss  Mary  0.  Carter. 

Intermediate  Schools.  Miss  A.  M.  Davis,  Miss  Rosa  Aker- 
man.  Miss  Martha  A.  Wragg,  Miss  Sarah  J.  Mason,  Miss  Eliza 
J.  Ordway,  Miss  L.  E.  Tonkin,  and  Miss  Metta  C.  Davis. 

Primary  Scliooh,  Miss  Sarah  F.  Emery,  Miss  Eliza  J. 
Day,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett,  Miss  Annie  M.  Moulton,  Miss  Susan 
R.  Moulton,  Miss  Mary  0.  Batchelder,  Miss  Susan  V.  Prescott, 
Miss  Emily  S.  Tilden,  Miss  Helen  M.  Putney,  Miss  Haimah 
Bell,  Miss  Rose  J.  Prescott,  Miss  Augusta  A.  Prescott,  Miss 
Pauline  Bowen,  Miss  Anna  E.  Shute,  and  Miss  Emma  S. 
Sanborn. 

Mixed  School,  at  Eleven  Lots.  Miss  Sarah  J.  Center  and 
Miss  M.  E.  Fish. 

The  school-rooms  and  buildmgs  were  never  as  a  whole  in  so 
good  a  condition  as  at  present.  There  is  a  noble  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  community  to  make  these  rooms  and  buildings  all 
that  is  desirable.  A  new  building  for  school  purposes  has  been 
constructed  near  the  junction  of  Warren  and  Washington 
streets,  and  a  school  will  be  opened  there  for  the  first  time  the 
coming  term.  An  additional  primary  school  will  also  probably 
be  commenced  in  the  building  on  West  street.  We  would  es- 
pecially congratulate  the  citizens  of  the  district  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  High  School  building  —  the  finest  structure. 
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onqaestionably,  yet  erected  for  educational  purposes  in  onr 
State. 

It  was  anticipated  that  no  little  trouble  would  be  experienced 
in  the  interim  between  leaving  the  old  building  and  the  erection 
of  the  new,  by  those  schools  which  were  obliged  to  find  tempo- 
rary accommodations  in  such  halls  and  other  rooms  as  could  be 
secured ;  it  was  even  feared  that  for  the  five  schools  which  had 
to  encounter  this  change  of  location  and  the  unavoidable  incon- 
veniences attending,  that  the  school  year  itself  might  prove  as 
good  as  lost.  But  our  anticipations  and  fears  have  not  been 
realized.  Most  of  these  schools,  through  perhaps  the  increased 
efforts  of  their  teachers,  have  not  deteriorated  in  their  good  or- 
der and  profitableness ;  so  that  we  think  they  will  be  prepared 
to  take  the  full  advantage  of  the  new  impetus  likely  to  be  given 
to  their  advancement  and  character  upon  entering  the  commo- 
dious and  beautiful  rooms  now  ready  for  them  in  the  new  build- 
ing. Nor  will  the  good  influence  of  this  buildmg  be  limited  to 
the  schools  immediately  gathered  within  its  walls.  It  is  des- 
tined we  believe  to  have  a  salutary  influence  upon  all  our 
schools,  as  it  impresses  more  deeply  upon  our  teachers  and  our 
youth  the  public  interest  felt  in  the  great  matter  of  education 
among  us,  while  this  interest  itself  will  be  raised  to  an  increas- 
ingly higher  level  by  the  very  presence  of  such  a  noble  edifice 
upon  our  streets.  It  will  be  an  educational  [edifice  in  more 
senses  than  one. 

There  are  some  interesting  and  useful  facts  to  be  gathered 
from  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  statistics  connected  wiUi 
our  schools.  There  are  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  hundred 
pupils  forming  their  minds  and  characters  in  the  schools  of  this 
district.  How  important  an  agency  these  schools  are  thus  seen 
to  be,  and  what  an  extensive  sphere  they  occupy !  However  far 
they  may  as  yet  be  from  having  reached  that  standard  desirable 
and  possible,  still  how  vast  the  good  they  are  accomplishing  m 
furnishing  the  advantages  and  joys  of  intelligence  to  so  many 
minds,  and  to  the  community  so  many  characters  trained  and 
modeled  by  high-minded,  worthy  teachers ! 

Taking  into  account  the  entire  expense  of  maintaining  our 
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schools  and  repairing  our  school  buildings,  the  average  cost  per 
pupil  the  past  year  to  the  district  has  been  four  dollars  and 
eighty-one  cents.  This  is  perhaps  two-thirds  more  than  the 
average  cost  per  pupil  in  the  public  schools  throughout  the 
State.  Twb-fifths  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts  pay 
more ;  and  a  few  of  them  twice,  three  and  even  four  times  as 
much.  Four  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents,  the  price  we  pay  per 
scholar  for  all  the  advantages  of  our  Primary,  Intermediate, 
Grammar  and  High  Schools !  Never,  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  were  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  furnished  more 
cheaply ;  and  the  beauty  of  it  is,  that  they  are  furnished  to 
every  child  and  youth  among  us. 

With  the  means  of  education  made  so  accessible,  they  should 
be  lost  to  none;  none  should  be  permitted  not  to  avail  them- 
selves of  them.  Education  with  us  should  not  be  regarded  as  a 
luxury,  or  as  a  thing  of  indifference,  but  as  a  necessity  and  as 
an  obligation ;  indispensable  alike  to  the  welfare  of  the  individ- 
ual and  the  community. 

And  here  the  noticing  of  some  other  of  our  statistics  may  be 
of  value.  Of  the  nearly  eighteen  hundred  pupils  enrolled  on 
Our  school  records  the  last  year,  there  has  been  but  an  average 
attendance  of  twelve  hundred ;  that  is,  a  third  of  the  pupils 
have  been  statedly  absent,  or,  making  every  allowance  possible, 
at  least  a  fourth ;  a  fourth  of  all  the  school  privileges  of  this 
district  have  been  lost ;  a  fourth  of  all  the  money  you  have  de 
voted  for  school  purposes  has  been  virtually  thrown  away,  by 
the  absences  from  our  schools.  Now  the  fault  is  not  with  our 
teachers,  it  is  too  uniform  for  that.  Three  of  the  schools  have 
had  only  a  tenth  of  their  number  habitually  absent ;  two  one 
seventh  ;  and  two  one-sixth  ;  but  eight  have  had  one-fifth,  five 
one-third,  and  three  one-fourth ;  making  the  average  of  absence 
in  the  whole  number  this  last  fraction.  As  the  fault  hence  can- 
not be  with  the  teachers,  neither  is  the  remedy.  There  is  a 
remissness  on  the  part  of  some  parents  which  in  some  way  must 
be  met.  The  average  of  absentees  would  be  increased  if  all  the 
children  and  youth  of  our  city  who  ought  to  be  in  the  public 
schools  attended ;  but  there  are  some  who  do  not  attend  at  all. 
2 
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unquestionably,  yet  erected   for  educational  purposes  in  our 
State. 

It  was  anticipated  that  no  littie  trouble  would  be  experienced 
in  the  interim  between  leaving  the  old  building  and  the  erection 
of  the  new,  by  those  schools  which  were  obliged  to  find  tempo- 
rary accommodations  in  such  halls  and  other  rooms  as  could  be 
secured ;  it  was  even  feared  that  for  the  five  schools  which  had 
to  encounter  this  change  of  location  and  the  unavoidable  incon- 
veniences attending,  that  the  school  year  itself  might  prove  as 
good  as  lost.  But  our  anticipations  and  fears  have  not  been 
realized.  Most  of  these  schools,  through  perhaps  the  increased 
efforts  of  their  teachers,  have  not  deteriorated  in  their  good  or- 
der and  profitableness ;  so  that  we  think  they  will  be  prepared 
to  take  the  full  advantage  of  the  new  impetus  likely  to  be  given 
to  their  advancement  and  character  upon  entering  the  commo- 
dious and  beautiful  rooms  now  ready  for  them  in  the  new  build- 
ing. Nor  will  the  good  influence  of  this  building  be  limited  to 
the  schools  immediately  gathered  within  its  walls.  It  is  des- 
tined we  believe  to  have  a  salutary  influence  upon  all  our 
schools,  as  it  impresses  more  deeply  upon  our  teachers  and  our 
youth  the  public  interest  felt  in  the  great  matter  of  education 
among  us,  while  this  interest  itself  will  be  raised  to  an  increas- 
ingly higher  level  by  the  very  presence  of  such  a  noble  edifice 
upon  our  streets.  It  will  be  an  educational  [edifice  in  more 
senses  than  one. 

There  are  some  interesting  and  useful  facts  to  be  gathered 
from  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  statistics  connected  with 
our  schools.  There  are  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  hundred 
pupils  forming  their  minds  and  characters  in  the  schools  of  this 
district.  How  important  an  agency  these  schools  are  thus  seen 
to  be,  and  what  an  extensive  sphere  they  occupy !  However  far 
they  may  as  yet  be  from  having  reached  that  standard  desirable 
and  possible,  still  how  vast  the  good  they  are  accomplishing  in 
furnishing  the  advantages  and  joys  of  intelligence  to  so  many 
minds,  and  to  the  community  so  many  characters  tramed  and 
modeled  by  high-minded,  worthy  teachers ! 

Taking  into  account  the  entire  expense  of  maintaining  our 


District  No.  15. 

This  small  school  is  made  up  mostly  of  young  pupils  but  quite 

advanced  in  their  studies.     The  examination  showed  that  the 

ground  gone  over  had  been  faithfully  explored  ;  and  the  scholars 

almost  without  exception  appeared  creditably  to  themselves  and 

their  teachers.  J. 

District  No.  16. 

This  is  a  small  school,  numbering  only  six  scholars,  the  Sum- 
mer and  Fall  Terms  of  which  were  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Holmes.     Although  young  and  making  her  first  attempt  at 
teaching,  her  efforts  were  crowned  with  abundant  success,     s. 
District  No.  18. 

The  Summer,  Fall  and  Winter  Terms  of  this  school  were 
taught  by  Miss  Sarah  F.  Bickford.  The  final  examinations 
gave  evidence  of  much  labor  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  attend- 
ed with  the  co-operation  of  parents  and  scholars,  and  crowned 
with  satisfactory  results.  ^  s. 

District  No.  19. 

The  end  of  the  year  finds  this  school  taking  a  higher  stand 
than  usual  in  point  of  order,  while  its  improvement  in  other  re- 
spects is  highly  creditable.  The  character  of  the  school  suffers 
more  or  less  every  year  by  the  irregular  attendance  and  disor- 
derly behavior  of  a  few  of  the  pupils.  Parents  should  look  to 
this  matter.  j. 

District  No.  21. 

The  condition  of  this  school  is  poor.  Some  improvement  how- 
ever has  been  made  during  a  year  of  faithful  instruction  by 
Miss  Ladd  and  Mrs.  Sargent.  With  few  exceptions  the  scholars 
are  backward,  indifferent  and  irregular.  Something  should  be 
done  to  remedy  these  defects.  j. 

District  No.  22. 

This  school,  which  is  quite  large,  has  suffered  greatly  from 
the  want  of  better  accommodations.  The  teachers  speak  of  a 
lack  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  scholars,  and 
want  of  interest  among  the  parents.  There  has  been  however 
a  good  degree  of  improvement  in  the  discipline  and  general  as- 
pect of  the  school.  j. 
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Now  in  a  republican  commonitj,  with  such  a  system  of  popular 
education  as  ours,  no  man  has  a  right  to  allow  his  child,  if  com- 
pos mentis  and  having  health,  to  he  without  an  education.  This 
should  be  considered  as  a  settled  and  a  cardinal  principal.  It 
is  among  the  rights  wo  have  not  only  that  our  child  may  be  edu- 
cated, but  that  no  other  child  among  us  shall  grow  up  uneduca- 
ted, and  inflict  the  vice  and  curse  of  his  ignorance  upon  the 
community.  There  ought  to  bo  some  officer  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  see  that  the  children  of  the  city  who  can  be  are  in 
school.  If  a  boy  or  girl  is  seen  upon  our  streets  during  school 
sessions  and  evidently  neglecting  school,  it  should  be  prima 
facie  evidence  that  something  is  wrong,  and  there  should  be  a 
suitable  officer  to  take  that  boy  or  girl  in  hand  and  at  once 
inquire  into  the  case.  We  speak  of  a  great  evil,  one  we  fear 
wWch  is  growing,  which  demands  a  prompt  remedy,  and  which 
is  susceptible  of  it.  The  feasibility  of  our  correcting  it  is  the 
more  apparent  when  we  loam  by  a  comparison  of  statistics  that 
the  per  centagc  of  absence  from  the  sclioob  of  this  central  dis- 
trict of  our  city  is  nearly  one-half  greater  than  that  of  the 
schools  tliroughout  the  entire  state  of  Massach  isetts. 

There  is  another  evil  which  our  .statistics  reveal,  and  which  is 
worthy  the  serious  consideration  of  parents  tliat  have  sons ;  the 
evil  alluded  to  is  the  early  age  at  wliich  so  many  lads  leave  off 
going  to  school,  and  so  lose  a  large  and  perhaps  the  most  valu- 
able part  of  the  educational  privileges  our  schools  afford.  There 
is  a  restlessness  and  eagerness  on  the  part  of  a  large  share  of 
our  city  boys  to  get  away  from  school,  and  commence  learning 
a  trade  or  go  into  some  sort  of  business ;  whereas,  if  they  woubl 
spend  a  longer  time  at  school,  and  get  a  better  discipline  and 
furnishing  they  would  unquestionably  lay  the  foundations  for  a 
far  larger  success,  usefulness  and  influence  in  life ;  far  above  and 
beyond  all  the  knowledge  imparted  by  teachers  and  studies,  the 
habits  of  application,  self-denial,  industry  and  perseverance  ac- 
quired in  8ch(X)l,  will  subserve  in  the  highest  degree  all  the 
future  work  of  life.  We  think  this  propensity  should  be  check- 
ed ;  and  this  inclination  to  leave  school  where  it  is  not  necessary, 
as  in  most  cases  it  is  not,  should  be  discouraged.    Let  us  make 
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our  course  of  study  from  first  to  last  as  practical  and  valuable 
as  possible,  and  then  let  us  do  our  utmost  to  have  as  many  of 
our  youth  avail  themselves  of  it  as  possible,  and  as  much  of  it 
as  possible.  We  know  of  one  large  town  in  a  neighboring 
state,  a  place  corresponding  somewhat  to  our  own,  where  this 
uneasy  spirit  of  the  youth,  and  this  unwillingness  to  remain  long 
in  school  have  been  perhaps  the  main  cause  of  rendering  the 
higher  departments  of  their  course  of  study  merely  nominal  in 
character  and  value. 

To  prize  the  advantages  of  education  and  to  make  the  means 
of  obtaining  it  accessible  as  possible  and  as  universal,  have 
ever  been  a  characteristic  and  glory  of  our  New  England  people. 
To  carry  on  all  these  institutions  of  education  in  our  Norlhem 
States  as  vigorously  and  flourkhingly  as  ever  amid  our  coun- 
try's strugles  for  very  existance  at  the  present  time,  is  the  crown- 
img  proof  of  our  attachment  to  these  institutions  and  our 
appreciation  of  their  worth. 

The  prominent  characterestic  and  the  chief  advantages  of  a 
Republican  form  of  government  like  ours,  is  in  the  distribution 
of  the  working  of  it ;  the  General  Government  really  doing 
but  a  small  share,  States  doing  more,  counties  still  more,  and 
towns,  cities  and  wards  most  of  all.  Thus  the  great  work  of 
government,  ayid  attending  to  the  interests  and  wants  of  a  peo- 
ple are  done  immediately  by  the  people  themselves,  in  convenient 
numbers,  according  to  their  own  understanding  of  their  wants, 
and  feeling  their  responsibility  of  self-government,  and  profited 
thereby  ;  while  the  aggregate  of  it  all  comprises  the  great  good 
order  and  harmony  of  the  whole,  with  the  high  developement 
and  national  superiority  of  a  Republic. 

Our  popular  system  of  education  corresponds ;  and  similarly 
distributes  the  work  and  responsibility  of  the  Nation's  education. 
It  is  inspiring  to  think,  and  most  delightful  to  every  lover  of  his 
country,  how  each  School  District,  when  our  system  of  popular 
education  prevails,  is  doing  its  own  work  in  this  matter  and  for 
the  most  part  doing  it  well ;  and  so  the  combination  of  all  these 
separate  individual  endeators  finally  swells  to  the  great  aggre- 
gate of  America's  intelligence,  influence  and  power.    Let  it  be 
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OUT  ambition  to  perfect  our  part  m  tlus  grand,  inspiring  work 
for  our  nation's  name  and  worth. 


ASA  FOWLER, 
DAVID  PATTEN, 
JOS.  B.  WALKER, 
HAZEN  PICKERING, 
SAM'L  C.  EASTMAN, 
J.  P.  BANCROFT, 
J.  P.  NUTTING, 
P.  B.  COGSWELL, 
HENRY  E.  PARKER, 


Board 

of 
EdueaUon. 
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EXERCISES 

AT  THE 

DEDICATION  OF  THE  NEW  HIGH  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 


A  large  audience  assembled  in  the  commodious  Hall  of  the 
High  School  House  at  an  early  hour  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
April  2, 1864.  At  2  o'clock,  Moses  Humphrey,  Esq.,  Chair- 
man of  the  Biulding  Committee,  called  the  assembly  to  order. 

The  exercises  commenced  with  sin^g  a  chorus  from  l^ghini, 
"  Blessed  is  the  people,"  by  a  select  choir,  under  the  direction 
ofMr.  B.B.Davis. 

Col.  John  H.  George,  in  behalf  of  the  Building  Committee, 
then  made  the  following  Report,  and  presented  the  keys  of  the 
House  to  the  Board  of  Education : 

Mr.  President  and  Q-enUemen : 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  in  April,  1863,  to  cause 
among  other  things,  the  erection  of  a  new  house  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  High  School  in  Union  School  District,  I  now 
have  the  pleasure  to  officially  announce  to  you  the  substantial 
completion  of  our  labors.  As  a  nominal  more  than  an  active 
member  of  the  Building  Committee,  I  am  sure  it  will  not  be 
deemed  improper  for  me  at  this  time  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
integrity,  energy,  care  and  industry  which  have  characterized 
the  action  of  the  four  gentlemen  under  whose  special  and  im- 
mediate superintendence  this  building  has  been  erected. 

If  it  is  not  the  crowning  ornament  of  our  city,  if  it  is  not  at 
least  the  equal  of  any  New  England  school  house  in  its  appoint- 
ments and  careful  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  its  erection,  if 
it  has  not  been  built  with  a  thoroughness  and  fidelity  most  un- 
usual in  the  erection  of  either  public  or  private  structures,  and 
if  every  dollar  which  has  been  expended  has  not  been  invested 
with  sound  judgment,  then  I  am  certain  most  earnest  and  well 
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directed  efforts  have  proved  unavailing.  Without  intending  to 
occupy  your  time  by  stating  in  detail  the  doings  of  your  Com- 
mittee, let  me  say  that  before  deciding  upon  the  plan  finally 
adopted,  the  best  school  houses  in  Boston  and  other  cities  in 
New  England  were  caj*efully  examined  by  Mr.  Dow,  the  archi- 
tect, and  other  members  of  the  committee.  Free  consultations 
were  had  with  many  prominent  and  experienced  teachers  and 
superintendents  of  schools,  including  Mr.  Sawyer,  principal  of 
our  own  High  School,  to  whom  the  committee  are  especially 
indebted,  and  careful  comparisons  were  made  both  of  buildings 
and  suggestions,  with  the  view  of  securing  an  edifice,  with  its 
appointments,  best  calculated,  when  completed,  to  subserve  the 
health  and  intellectual  progress  of  those  who  are  to  enjoy  its 
benefits  ;  and  the  committee  subsequently  acted  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  no  reasonable  expenditure  clearly  tending  to  insure 
these  results  was  either  unnecessary  or  to  be  avoideJ,  and  no 
expenditure  not  thus  tending  was  either  justlliable  or  to  be 
incurred. 

They  trust  that  they  have  not  ])een  seriously  mistaken,  either 
in  the  correctness  of  the  principle  adopled  or  in  tlieir  action 
under  it.  Tlio  construction  of  this  building,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, has  been  rendered  more  than  ordinarily  embarrass- 
ing by  the  enhanced  and  constantly  incrcasin^^  value  of  labor 
and  materials  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  them  for  what  might 
be  regarded  as  a  fair  pecuniary  equivalent.  In  view  of  these 
facts  the  Committee  raa^lc  si>ecial  effort  to  conclude  tlie  various 
contracts,  and  to  complete  the  building  at  as  early  a  day  as  was 
practicable.  The  wisdom  of  their  action  in  this  regard  is  shown 
by  the  fact,  that  in  no  single  instance,  as  I  believe,  has  any  con- 
siderable quantity  of  materials  been  purchased  which  could  not 
have  been  sold  before  there  was  occasion  for  tlieir  use,  for  an 
advance  of  from  25  to  75  per  cent.  As  a  general  (hing  the 
Committee  consider  themselves  fortunate  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  various  contracts  have  been  fulfilled.  So  far  us  I  i«m  aware 
there  is  and  has  been  no  conti*oversy  as  to  their  stipulaiions,  and 
as  a  rule,  they  have  been  honorably  and  satisfactorily  performed; 
and   we  congratulate  ourselves  and  you  that  neither  courts  nor 


lawyers  are  likelj  to  find  employment  in  detenmning  the  rights 
or  liabilities  of  the  District  so  far  as  the  acts  of  the  Committee 
are  concerned. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  architect  and  principal 
contractors : 

Architect,  Mr.  Edward  Dow,  Concord. 

For  furnishing  stone,  Mr.  William  H.  Clark,  Concord. 

For  fitting  the  same,  Mr.  George  W.  Emerton,  Concord. 

For  laying  the  same,  Mr.  A.  H.  Saltmarsh,  Concord. 

For  furnishing  brick,  Mr.  j;  R.  Bowers,  Concord. 

For  laying  the  same,  Messrs.  Ordway  &  Robinson,  Concord. 

For  plastering,  Messrs.  Gatley  &  Ferrin,  Concord. 

For  hardware,  &c.,  Messrs.  Wardo,  Humphrey  &  Co.,  Con- 
cord. 

For  castings  and  iron  fence,  Messrs.  W.  P.  &  T.  H.  Ford, 
Concord. 

For  paints  and  oils,  Messrs.  James  Morgan  &  Co.,  Concord. 

For  painting,  Messrs.  T.  J.  Carpenter  &  Co.,  Concord. 

For  doors,  sash  and  blinds,  Messrs.  E.  &  G.  Cook,  Laconia. 

For  furniture,  Mr.  William  0.  Haskell,  Boston. 

For  ventilators,  Mr.  E.  Robinson.  Boston. 

For  stoves  and  funnel,  Mr.  J.  L.  Frost.  Concord. 

The  lumber  was  purchased  in  fifteen  different  towns  in  various 
parts  of  the  State,  and  the  carpenter  work  was  performed  under 
the  faithful  and  energetic  supenntendence  of  Messrs.  Brainard 
&  Hutchinson,  of  Concord. 

And  now  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  through  you  to  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  has  been  commiited  in  sacred  trust  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  this  district,  1  deliver  the  key  and  custody  of 
the  building  erected  under  our  supervision.  In  so  doing  allow 
me,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  to  express  the  earnest  hope,  that 
not  only  il)e  building  Itself,  but  the  advantages  which  shall  be 
enjoyed  therein  by  our  children  and  our  children's  children,  may 
be  worthy  of  Ihe  muniScent  liberality  of  the  District,  fully  meet 
the  well  founded  expectations  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  perma- 
nently subserve  the  cause  of  education  and  sound  morality. 


FIFTH   ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF   THE 

BOARD   OF   EDUCATION. 


The  Board  of  Education  for  the  Union  School  District  of  Con- 
cord offer  their  fifth  Annual  Report. 

The  year's  history  of  the  schools  has  on  the  whole  been  grat- 
ifying and  satisfactory.  With  some  faults  and  imperfections 
still  remaining  and  waiting  for  time  and  care  to  remedy,  the 
twenty-three  schools  embraced  in  this  Union  district  have  yet 
perhaps  as  well  subserved  the  high  ends  for  which  they  are 
maintained  as  at  any  period.  The  thirty-four  diflFerent  teachers 
who  have  had  the  charge  of  these  schools  in  their  several  grades 
have,  with  the  exception  of  seven,  continued  through  the  entire 
year ;  and  with  respect  to  nearly  the  entire  number,  for  their 
faithfulness  and  success  we  feel  that  we  owe  a  large  debt  of 
gratitude  and  praise.  When  wc  consider  the  many  and  rare 
qualifications  requisite  for  a  good  teacher,  the  mental  discipline 
and  intelligence,  the  activity  and  patience,  the  good  sense  and 
enthusiasm,  the  self-control  and  self-possession,  the  impartiaKty 
and  justice,  the  amiabloness  of  disposition  yet  spirit  and  force, 
the  good  presence  and  good  manners,  tact  to  govern  and  tact  to 
teach,  with  a  personal  worth  and  excellence  of  character  that 
may  be  a  model  to  every  pupil,  —  when  we  thus  consider  the 
numerous  and  superior  requisites  which  go  to  make  up  the  tout 
ensemble  of  the  desirable  teacher,  we  may  regard  ourselves  as 
fortunate  in  our  teachers,  with  but  rare  exceptions,  and  speak 
of  them  in  highest  terms.  Not  only  for  their  usefulness  to  our 
children  and  youth  in  the  school-room,  but  as  an  element  of  so- 
ciety are  they  to  be  valued.  Several  of  our  teachers,  within 
not  a  long  period,  have  been  elected  to  positions  in  schools  in 
Boston  ;  if  it  be  a  compliment  to  these  teachers  it  is  equally  so 
to  the  standing  of  our  own  schools. 
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It  is  necessary  in  order  to  secure  'good  teachers  and  retain 
them,  that  we  give  them  a  just  if  not  generous  remuneration ; 
but  as  expenses  now  are  the  wages  paid  to  a  large  share  of  our 
teachers  are  altogether  inadequate.  Quito  half  of  the  entire 
number  have  from  the  pay  we  give  them,  been  barely  able  the 
past  year  to  meet  their  current  expenses. 

The  following  have  been  the  teachers  the  past  year : 

High  School.  Mr.  Henry  E.  Sawyer,  Principal,  Miss  M.  M. 
Otis  and  Mr.  Henry  J.  Crippen,  Assistants,  Spring  term ;  Miss 
M.  M.  Otis  and  Miss  Laura  Wentworth,  Fall  and  Winter  terms. 

Grammar  Schools.  Mr.  James  W.  Webster,  Mr.  George  S. 
Houghton,  Mr.  Henry  J.  Crippin,  Mr.  Wm.  A.  Clough,  Miss 
Mary  A.  Eaton,  Miss  S.  Augusta  Gerrish,  Miss  Lucy  R.  Hill, 
and  Miss  Mary  0.  Carter. 

Intermediate  Schools.  Miss  A.  M.  Davis,  Miss  Rosa  Aker- 
man.  Miss  Martha  A.  Wragg,  Miss  Sarah  J.  Mason,  Miss  Eliza 
J.  Ordway,  Miss  L.  E.  Tonkin,  and  Miss  Metta  C.  Davis. 

Primary  Schools.  Miss  Sarah  F.  Emery,  Miss  Eliza  J. 
Day,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett,  Miss  Annie  M.  Moulton,  Miss  Susan 
R.  Moulton,  Miss  Mary  0.  Batchelder,  Miss  Susan  V.  Prescott, 
Miss  Emily  S.  Tildcn,  Miss  Helen  M.  Putney,  Miss  Hannah 
Bell,  Miss  Rose  J.  Prescott,  Miss  Augusta  A.  Prescott,  Miss 
Pauline  Bowen,  Miss  Anna  E.  Shute,  and  Miss  Emma  S. 
Sanborn. 

Mixed  Schooly  at  Eleven  Lots.  Miss  Sarah  J.  Center  and 
Miss  M.  E.  Fish. 

The  school-rooms  and  buildings  were  never  as  a  whole  in  so 
good  a  condition  as  at  present.  There  is  a  noble  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  community  to  make  these  rooms  and  buildings  all 
that  is  desirable.  A  new  building  for  school  purposes  has  been 
constructed  near  the  junction  of  Warren  and  Washington 
streets,  and  a  school  will  be  opened  there  for  the  first  time  the 
coming  term.  An  additional  primary  school  will  also  probably 
be  commenced  in  the  building  on  West  street.  We  would  es- 
pecially congratulate  the  citizens  of  the  district  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  High  School  building  —  the  finest  structure. 


FIFTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD   OF    EDUCATION. 


The  Board  of  Education  for  the  Union  School  District  of  Con- 
cord ofiFer  their  fifth  Annual  Report. 

The  year's  history  of  the  schools  has  on  the  whole  been  grat- 
ifying and  satisfactory.  With  some  faults  and  imperfections 
still  remaining  and  wsuting  for  time  and  care  to  remedy,  the 
twenty-three  schools  embraced  in  this  Union  district  have  yet 
perhaps  as  well  subserved  the  high  ends  for  which  they  are 
maintained  as  at  any  period.  The  thirty-four  diflferent  teachers 
who  have  had  the  charge  of  these  schools  in  their  several  grades 
have,  with  the  exception  of  seven,  continued  through  the  entire 
year  ;  and  with  respect  to  nearly  the  entire  number,  for  their 
faithfulness  and  success  we  feel  that  we  owe  a  large  debt  of 
gratitude  and  praise.  When  we  consider  the  many  and  rare 
qualifications  requisite  for  a  good  teacher,  the  mental  discipline 
and  intelligence,  the  activity  and  patience,  the  good  sense  and 
enthusiasm,  the  self-control  and  self-possession,  the  impartiality 
and  justice,  the  amiabloness  of  disposition  yet  spirit  and  force, 
the  good  presence  and  good  manners,  tact  to  govern  and  tact  to 
teach,  with  a  personal  worth  and  excellence  of  character  that 
may  be  a  model  to  every  pupil,  —  when  we  thus  consider  the 
numerous  and  superior  requisites  which  go  to  make  up  the  tout 
ensemble  of  the  desirable  teacher,  we  may  regard  ourselves  as 
fortunate  in  our  teachers,  with  but  rare  exceptions,  and  speak 
of  them  in  highest  terms.  Not  only  for  their  usefulness  to  our 
children  and  youth  in  the  school-room,  but  as  an  element  of  so- 
ciety are  they  to  be  valued.  Several  of  our  teachers,  within 
not  a  long  period,  have  been  elected  to  positions  in  schools  in 
Boston ;  if  it  be  a  compliment  to  these  teachers  it  is  equally  so 
to  the  standing  of  our  own  schools. 
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It  is  necessary  in  order  to  secure  'good  teachers  and  retfun 
them,  that  we  give  them  a  just  if  not  generous  remuneration ; 
but  as  expenses  now  are  the  wages  paid  to  a  large  share  of  our 
teachers  are  altogether  inadequate.  Quito  half  of  the  entire 
number  have  from  the  pay  we  give  them,  been  barely  able  the 
past  year  to  meet  their  current  expenses. 

The  following  have  been  the  teachers  the  past  year : 

High  School.  Mr.  Henry  E.  Sawyer,  Principal,  Miss  M.  M. 
Otis  and  Mr.  Henry  J.  Crippen,  Assistants,  Spring  term ;  Miss 
M.  M.  Otis  and  Miss  Laura  Wentworth,  Fall  and  Winter  terms. 

Grammar  Schools.  Mr.  James  W.  Webster,  Mr.  George  S. 
Houghton,  Mr.  Henry  J.  Crippin,  Mr.  Wm.  A.  Clough,  Miss 
Mary  A.  Eaton,  Miss  S.  Augusta  Gerrish,  Miss  Lucy  R.  Hill, 
and  Miss  Mary  0.  Carter. 

Intermediate  Schools,  Miss  A.  M.  Davis,  Miss  Rosa  Aker- 
man,  Miss  Martha  A.  Wragg,  Miss  Sarah  J.  Mason,  Miss  Eliza 
J.  Ordway,  Miss  L.  E.  Tonkin,  and  Miss  Metta  C.  Davis. 

Primary  Schools.  Miss  Sarah  F.  Emery,  Miss  Eliza  J. 
Day,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett,  Miss  Annie  M.  Moulton,  Miss  Susan 
R.  Moulton,  Miss  Mary  0.  Batchelder,  Miss  Susan  V.  Prescott, 
Miss  Emily  S.  Tilden,  Miss  Helen  M.  Putney,  Miss  Haimah 
Bell,  Miss  Rose  J.  Prescott,  Miss  Augusta  A.  Prescott,  Miss 
Pauline  Bowen,  Miss  Anna  E.  Shute,  and  Miss  Emma  S. 
Sanborn. 

Mixed  Schooly  at  Eleven  Lots.  Miss  Sarah  J.  Center  and 
Miss  M.  E.  Fish. 

The  school-rooms  and  buildings  were  never  as  a  whole  in  so 
good  a  condition  as  at  present.  There  is  a  noble  spirit  on  the 
part  of  the  community  to  make  these  rooms  and  buildmgs  all 
that  is  desirable.  A  new  building  for  school  purposes  has  been 
constructed  near  the  junction  of  Warren  and  Washington 
streets,  and  a  school  will  be  opened  there  for  the  first  time  the 
coming  term.  An  additional  primary  school  will  also  probably 
be  commenced  in  the  building  on  West  street.  We  would  es- 
pecially congratulate  the  citizens  of  the  district  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  High  School  building  —  the  finest  structure, 
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nnqaestionablj,  yet  erected  for  educational  purposes  in  our 
State. 

It  was  anticipated  that  no  little  trouble  would  be  experienced 
in  the  interim  between  leaving  the  old  building  and  the  erection 
of  the  newy  by  those  schools  which  were  obliged  to  find  tempo- 
rary accommodations  in  such  halls  and  other  rooms  as  could  be 
secured ;  it  was  even  feared  that  for  the  five  schools  which  had 
to  encounter  this  change  of  location  and  the  unavoidable  incon- 
veniences attending,  that  the  school  year  itself  might  prove  as 
good  as  lost.  But  our  anticipations  and  fears  have  not  been 
realized.  Most  of  these  schools,  through  perhaps  the  increased 
effi)rts  of  their  teachers,  have  not  deteriorated  in  their  good  or- 
der and  profitableness ;  so  that  we  think  they  will  be  prepared 
to  take  the  full  advantage  of  the  new  impetus  likely  to  be  given 
to  their  advancement  and  character  upon  entering  the  conmio- 
dious  and  beautiful  rooms  now  ready  for  them  in  the  new  build- 
ing. Nor  will  the  good  influence  of  this  building  be  limited  to 
the  schools  immediately  gathered  within  its  walls.  It  is  des- 
tined we  believe  to  have  a  salutary  influence  upon  all  our 
schools,  as  it  impresses  more  deeply  upon  our  teachers  and  our 
youth  the  public  interest  felt  in  the  great  matter  of  education 
among  us,  while  this  interest  itself  will  be  raised  to  an  increas- 
ingly higher  level  by  the  very  presence  of  such  a  noble  edifice 
upon  our  streets.  It  will  be  an  educational  [edifice  in  more 
senses  than  one. 

There  are  some  interesting  and  useful  facts  to  be  gathered 
from  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  statistics  connected  with 
our  schools.  There  are  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  hxmdred 
pupils  forming  their  minds  and  characters  in  the  schools  of  this 
district.  How  important  an  agency  these  schools  are  thus  seen 
to  be,  and  what  an  extensive  sphere  they  occupy !  However  far 
they  may  as  yet  be  from  having  reached  that  standard  desirable 
and  possible,  still  how  vast  the  good  they  are  accomplishing  in 
furnishing  the  advantages  and  joys  of  intelligence  to  so  many 
mmds,  and  to  the  community  so  many  characters  tridned  and 
modeled  by  high-minded,  worthy  teachers ! 

Taking  into  account  the  entire  expense  of  maintaining  our 
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schools  and  repairing  our  school  buildings,  the  average  cost  per 
pupil  the  past  year  to  the  district  has  been  four  dollars  and 
eighty-one  cents.  This  is  perhaps  two-thirds  more  than  the 
average  cost  per  pupil  in  the  public  schools  throughout  the 
State.  Two-fifths  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts  pay 
more ;  and  a  few  of  them  twice,  three  and  even  four  times  as 
much.  Four  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents,  the  price  we  pay  per 
scholar  for  all  the  advantages  of  our  Primary,  Intermediate, 
Grammar  and  High  Schools !  Never,  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  were  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  furnished  more 
cheaply ;  and  the  beauty  of  it  is,  that  they  are  furnished  to 
every  child  and  youth  among  us. 

With  the  means  of  education  made  so  accessible,  they  should 
be  lost  to  none ;  none  should  be  permitted  not  to  avail  them* 
selves  of  them.  Education  with  us  should  not  be  regarded  as  a 
luxury,  or  as  a  thing  of  indifference,  but  as  a  necessity  and  as 
an  obligation ;  indispensable  alike  to  the  welfare  of  the  individ- 
ual and  the  community. 

And  here  the  noticing  of  some  other  of  our  statistics  may  be 
of  value.  Of  the  nearly  eighteen  hundred  pupils  enrolled  on 
Our  school  records  the  last  year,  there  has  been  but  an  average 
attendance  of  twelve  hundred ;  that  is,  a  third  of  the  pupils 
have  been  statedly  absent,  or,  making  every  allowance  possible, 
at  least  a  fourth ;  a  fourth  of  all  the  school  privileges  of  this 
district  have  been  lost ;  a  fourth  of  all  the  money  you  have  de 
voted  for  school  purposes  has  been  virtually  thrown  away,  by 
the  absences  from  our  schools.  Now  the  fault  is  not  with  our 
teachers,  it  is  too  uniform  for  that.  Three  of  the  schools  have 
had  only  a  tenth  of  their  number  habitually  absent ;  two  one 
seventh  ;  and  two  one-sixth ;  but  eight  have  had  one-fifth,  five 
one-third,  and  three  one-fourth ;  making  the  average  of  absence 
in  the  whole  number  this  last  fraction.  As  the  fault  hence  can- 
not be  with  the  teachers,  neither  is  the  remedy.  There  is  a 
remissness  on  the  part  of  some  parents  which  in  some  way  must 
be  met.  The  average  of  absentees  would  be  increased  if  all  the 
children  and  youth  of  our  city  who  ought  to  be  in  the  public 
schools  attended ;  but  there  are  some  who  do  not  attend  at  all. 
2 
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Now  in  a  republican  community,  with  such  a  system  of  popular 
education  as  ours,  no  man  has  a  right  to  allow  his  child,  if  com- 
pos mentis  and  having  health,  to  he  without  an  education.  This 
should  be  considered  as  a  settled  and  a  cardinal  principal.  It 
is  among  the  rights  we  have  not  only  that  our  child  may  be  edu- 
cated, but  that  no  other  child  among  us  shall  grow  up  uneduca- 
ted, and  inflict  the  vice  and  curse  of  his  ignorance  upon  the 
community.  There  ought  to  be  some  oSScer  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  see  that  the  children  of  the  city  who  can  be  are  in 
school.  If  a  boy  or  girl  is  seen  upon  our  streets  during  school 
sesfflons  and  evidently  neglecting  school,  it  should  bo  prima 
facie  evidence  that  something  is  wrong,  and  there  should  he  a 
suitable  officer  to  take  that  boy  or  girl  in  haind  and  at  onco 
inquire  into  the  case.  We  speak  of  a  great  evil,  one  we  fear 
wUch  is  growing,  which  demands  a  prompt  remedy,  and  which 
is  susceptible  of  it.  The  feasibility  of  our  correcting  it  is  the 
more  apparent  when  wo  learn  by  a  comparison  of  statistics  that 
the  per  ccntagc  of  absence  from  the  schools  of  this  central  dis- 
trict of  our  city  is  nearly  one-half  greater  than  that  of  the 
schools  throughout  the  entire  state  of  Massach  isctts. 

There  is  another  evil  which  our  .statistics  reveal,  and  which  is 
worthy  the  serious  consideration  of  parents  that  have  s«)?is ;  the 
evil  alluded  to  is  the  early  age  at  wliich  so  many  lads  leave  off 
going  to  school,  and  so  lose  a  large  and  perha^is  the  most  valu- 
able part  of  the  educational  privileges  our  schools  afford.  There 
is  a  restlessness  and  eagerness  on  the  i)art  of  a  large  share  of 
our  city  boys  to  get  away  from  scho(^l,  and  commence  learning 
a  trade  or  go  into  some  sort  of  business ;  whereas,  if  they  would 
spend  a  longer  time  at  school,  and  get  a  better  discipline  and 
furnishing  they  would  \mquestionably  lay  the  foundations  for  a 
far  larger  success,  usefulness  and  influence  in  life ;  far  above  and 
beyond  all  the  knowledge  imparted  by  teachers  and  studies,  the 
habits  of  apphcation,  self-denial,  industry  and  perseverance  ac- 
quired in  school,  will  subserve  in  the  highest  degree  all  the 
future  work  of  life.  We  think  this  proi)en8ity  should  be  check- 
ed; and  this  inclination  to  leave  school  where  it  is  not  necessary, 
as  in  most  cases  it  is  not,  should  be  discouraged.    Let  us  make 
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our  course  of  study  from  first  to  last  as  practical  and  valuable 
as  possible,  and  then  let  us  do  our  utmost  to  liave  as  many  of 
our  youth  avail  themselves  of  it  as  possible,  and  as  much  of  it 
as  possible.  We  know  of  one  large  town  in  a  neighboring 
state,  a  place  corresponding  somewhat  to  our  own,  where  this 
uneasy  spirit  of  the  youth,  and  this  unwillingness  to  remain  long 
in  school  have  been  perhaps  the  main  cause  of  rendering  the 
higher  departments  of  their  course  of  study  merely  nominal  in 
character  and  value. 

To  prize  the  advantages  of  education  and  to  make  the  means 
of  obtaining  it  accessible  as  possible  and  as  universal,  have 
ever  been  a  characteristic  and  glory  of  our  New  England  people. 
To  carry  on  all  these  institutions  of  education  in  our  Norlhem 
States  as  vigorously  and  flourisliingly  as  ever  amid  our  coun- 
try's strugles  for  very  existance  at  the  present  time,  is  the  crown- 
img  proof  of  our  attixchmeut  to  these  institutions  and  our 
appreciation  of  their  worth. 

The  prominent  characterestic  and  the  chief  advantages  of  a 
Repu1>lican  form  of  government  like  ours,  is  in  the  distribution 
of  the  working  of  it ;  the  General  Government  really  doing 
but  a  small  share.  States  doing  more,  counties  still  more,  and 
towns,  cities  and  wards  most  of  all.  Thus  the  great  work  of 
government,  and  attending  to  the  interests  and  wants  of  a  peo- 
ple are  done  immediately  by  the  people  themselves,  in  convenient 
numbers,  according  to  their  ovm  understanding  of  their  wants, 
and  feeling  their  responsibility  of  self-government,  and  profited 
thereby  ;  wliile  the  aggregate  of  it  all  comprises  the  great  good 
order  and  harmony  of  the  whole,  with  the  high  developement 
and  national  superiority  of  a  Republic. 

Our  popular  system  of  education  corresponds ;  and  similarly 
distributes  the  work  and  responsibility  of  the  Nation's  education. 
It  is  inspiring  to  think,  and  most  delightful  to  every  lover  of  his 
country,  how  each  School  District,  when  our  system  of  popular 
education  prevails,  is  doing  its  own  work  in  tnis  matter  and  for 
the  most  part  doing  it  well ;  and  so  the  combination  of  all  these 
separate  individual  endeators  finally  swells  to  the  great  aggre- 
gate of  America's  intelligence,  influence  and  power.    Let  it  be 
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oar  ambition  to  perfect  our  part  in  this  grand,  inspiring  work 
for  oar  nation's  name  and  worth. 


ASA  FOWLER, 
DAVID  PATTEN, 
JOS.  B.  WALKER, 
HAZEN  PICKERING, 
SAM'L  C.  EASTMAN, 
J.  P.  BANCROFT, 
J.  P.  NUTTING, 
P.  B.  COGSWELL, 
HENRY  E.  PARKER, 


Board 

of 
Education. 


EXERCISES 

AT  THB 

DEDICATION  OF  THE  NEW  HIGH  SCHOOL  HOUSE, 


A  large  audience  assembled  in  the  commodious  Hall  of  the 
High  School  House  at  an  early  hour  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
April  2, 1864.  At  2  o'clock,  Mosbs  Humphrey,  Esq.,  Chair- 
man of  the  Building  Committee,  called  the  assembly  to  order. 

The  exercises  commenced  with  singing  a  chorus  from  Bighini, 
"  Blessed  is  the  people,"  by  a  select  choir,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  B.B.Davis. 

Col.  John  H.  George,  in  behalf  of  the  Building  Committee, 
then  made  the  following  Report,  and  presented  the  keys  of  the 
House  to  the  Board  of  Education : 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen : 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  in  April,  1863,  to  cause 
among  other  things,  the  erection  of  a  new  house  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  High  School  in  Union  School  District,  I  now 
have  the  pleasure  to  officially  announce  to  you  the  substantial 
completion  of  our  labors.  As  a  nominal  more  than  an  active 
member  of  the  Building  Committee,  I  am  sure  it  will  not  be 
deemed  improper  for  me  at  this  time  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
integrity,  energy,  care  and  industry  which  have  characterized 
the  action  of  the  four  gentlemen  under  whose  special  and  im- 
mediate supermtendence  this  building  has  been  erected. 

If  it  is  not  the  crowning  ornament  of  our  city,  if  it  is  not  at 
least  the  equal  of  any  New  England  school  house  in  its  appoint- 
ments and  careful  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  its  erection,  if 
it  has  not  been  built  with  a  thoroughness  and  fidelity  most  un- 
usual in  the  erection  of  either  public  or  private  structures,  and 
if  every  dollar  which  has  been  expended  has  not  been  invested 
with  sound  judgment,  then  I  am  certain  most  earnest  and  well 
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directed  efforts  have  proved  unavailing.  Without  intending  to 
occupy  your  time  by  stating  in  detail  the  doings  of  your  Com- 
ndttee,  let  me  say  that  before  deciding  upon  the  plan  finally 
adopted,  the  best  school  houses  in  Boston  and  other  cities  in 
New  England  were  carefully  examined  by  Mr.  Dow,  the  archi- 
tect, and  other  members  of  the  committee.  Free  consultations 
were  had  with  many  prominent  and  experienced  teachers  and 
superintendents  of  schools,  including  Mr.  Sawyer,  principal  of 
our  own  High  School,  to  whom  the  committee  are  especially 
indebted,  and  careful  comparisons  wore  made  both  oi  buildings 
and  suggestions,  with  the  view  of  securing  an  edifice,  with  its 
appointments,  best  calculated,  when  completed,  to  subserve  the 
health  and  intellectual  progress  of  those  who  are  to  c.ijoy  its 
benefits  ;  and  the  committee  subsequently  acted  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  no  reasonable  expenditure  clearly  tending  to  insure 
these  results  was  either  unnecessary  or  to  be  avoidcJ,  and  no 
expenditure  not  thus  tending  was  either  justlliablc  or  to  be 
incurred. 

They  trust  that  they  have  not  been  seriously  mistaken,  either 
in  the  correctnoss  of  the  principle  adopled  or  in  tlieir  action 
under  it.  The  construction  of  this  building,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, has  been  rendered  more  than  ordinarily  embarrass- 
ing by  the  enhanced  and  constantly  increasii\^  vnlue  of  labor 
and  materials  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  them  for  what  might 
be  regarded  as  a  fair  pecuniary  equivalent.  In  view  of  these 
facts  the  Committee  made  special  effort  to  conclude  the  various 
contracts,  and  to  complete  the  building  at  as  early  a  day  as  was 
practicable.  The  wisdom  of  their  action  in  this  regard  is  shown 
by  the  fact,  that  in  no  single  instance,  as  I  believe,  has  any  con- 
siderable quantity  of  materials  been  purchased  which  could  not 
have  been  sold  before  there  was  occasion  for  tlieir  use,  for  an 
advance  of  from  25  to  75  per  cent.  As  a  gcneriU  thing  the 
Committee  consider  themselves  fortunate  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  various  contracts  have  been  fulfilled.  So  far  as  I  i.m  aware 
there  is  and  has  been  no  controversy  as  to  their  stipulations,  and 
as  a  rule,  they  have  been  honorably  and  satisfactorily  performed; 
and   we  congratulate  ourselves  and  you  that  neither  courts  nor 


lawyers  are  likely  to  find  employment  in  determining  the  rights 
or  liabilities  of  the  District  so  far  as  the  acts  of  the  Committee 
are  concerned. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  architect  and  principal 
contractors : 

Architect,  Mr.  Edward  Dow,  Concord. 

For  furnishing  stone,  Mr.  William  H.  Clark,  Concord. 

For  fitting  the  same,  Mr.  George  W.  Emerton,  Concord. 

For  laying  the  same,  Mr.  A.  H.  Saltmarsh,  Concord. 

For  fiirnishiag  brick,  Mr.  J.  R.  Bowers,  Concord. 

For  laying  the  same,  Messrs.  Ordway  &  Robinson,  Concord. 

For  plastering,  Messrs.  Gatley  &  Ferrin,  Concord. 

For  hardware,  &c.,  Messrs.  Wardo,  Humphrey  &  Co.,  Con- 
cord. 

For  castings  and  iron  fence,  Messrs.  W.  P.  &  T.  H.  Ford, 
Concord. 

For  paints  and  oils,  Messrs.  James  Morgan  &  Co.,  Concord. 

For  painting,  Messrs.  T.  J.  Carpenter  &  Co.,  Concord. 

For  doors,  sash  and  blinds,  Messrs.  E.  &  G.  Cook,  Laconia. 

For  furniture,  Mr.  William  0.  Haskell,  Boston. 

For  ventilators,  Mr.  E.  Robinson.  Boston. 

For  stoves  and  funnel,  Mr.  J.  L.  Frost.  Concord. 

The  lumber  was  purchased  in  fifteen  different  towns  in  various 
parts  of  the  State,  and  the  carpenter  work  was  performed  under 
the  faithful  and  energetic  supenntendence  of  Messrs.  Brainard 
&  Hutchinson,  of  Concord. 

And  now  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  through  you  to  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  has  been  commiitcd  in  sacred  trust  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  this  district,  1  deliver  the  key  and  custody  of 
the  building  erected  under  our  supervision.  In  so  doing  allow 
me,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  to  express  the  earnest  hope,  that 
not  only  ibe  building  Itself,  but  the  advantages  which  shall  be 
enjoyed  therein  by  our  children  and  our  children's  children,  may 
be  worthy  of  the  muniScenfc  liberality  of  the  District,  fully  meet 
the  well  founded  expectations  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  perma- 
nently subserve  the  cause  of  education  and  sound  morality. 
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To  which,  Hon.  Asa  Fowler,  President  of  the  Board,  re- 
sponded as  follows : — 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Building  Committee  : 

Whilst  accepting  at  your  hands,  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  and,  through  them,  in  behalf  of  the  entire  population 
of  Union  School  District,  these  keys,  as  symbolical  of  the  pos- 
session and  control  of  this  beautiful  school  edifice,  permit  me 
to  thank  you  for  the  faithful  and  highly  acceptable  manner  in 
which  you  have  discharged  the  duties  of  your  position  as  agents 
of  the  District.  Ordinarily,  public  officers  who  execute  their 
trust  with  fidelity,  only  discharge  a  bounden  duty,  and  are 
entitled  to  no  praise ;  but  where,  as  in  the  erection  of  a  perma- 
nent structure  for  educational  purposes,  the  health  and  happi- 
ness, the  mental  and  moral  culture  and  development,  not  merely 
of  the  present,  but  of  future  generations,  are  involved  in  the 
ability,  skill  and  good  taste  with  which  that  trust  may  have  been 
performed,  it  is  eminently  fit  and  proper  that  the  highest  com- 
mendation should  reward  those  through  v;hose  immediate  efibrts 
and  labors  such  an  undertaking  has  been  successfully  accom- 
plished. 

Accept,  then,  for  yourselves,  individually  and  collectively, 
the  sincere  and  earnest  thanks  of  this  Board,  of  every  friend  of 
education,  and  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  our  community 
who  can  appreciate  the  diflference  between  architectural  beauty 
and  distasteful  deformity;  between  large,  commodious,  well 
ventilated  apartments,  appropriately  furnished,  and  small,  in- 
convenient rooms,  with  no  ventilation,  and  the  furniture  of  a 
past  age ;  in  a  word,  between  a  school  building,  neat,  elegant, 
tasteful — every  way  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
designed — to  which  every  citizen  can  point  with  honest  exulta- 
tion— and  the  miserable  acrhitectural  abortion  which  formerly 
disfigured  this  site — for  the  practical  wisdom,  discriminating 
judgment,  and  the  unswerving  fidelity  that  have  characterized 
your  services  as  a  Building  Committee.  Richly  have  you  de- 
served and  justly  are  you  entitled  to  receive  the  plaudit,  "  WeU 
done,  good  and  faithful  servants;"  and  so  long  as  this  noble 
High  School  Building  stands,  it  shall  remain  a  proud  and  im- 
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posing  monument,  alike  of  your  fidelity  and  of  the  jacGcious 
liberality  of  the  District. 

The  Choir  then  sang  the  Chorus  from  Mozart^s  12th  Mass^ 
«  Glory  be  to  God  on  high/' 

Joseph  B.  Walker,  Esq[.,  then  delivered  the  following 

ADDRESS. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

I  have  undertaken  with  much  diffidence  the  part  which  has 
been  assigned  to  me  on  this  occasion  by  my  associates  upon  the 
Board  of  Education.  And  yet,  I  am  not  unwilling  to  express 
either  here  or  elsewhere  my  deep  interest  in  the  great  cause  of 
our  common  schools,  and  to  pledge  to  it  any  influence  I  may 
possess,  humble  though  it  be. 

We  hare  assembled  for  the  double  purpose  of  congratulating 
ourselves  upon  the  acquisition  of  this  noble  structure,  and  of 
dedicating  it  to  the  high  purpose  for  which  it  has  been  reared. 
This  day  must  ever  be  regarded  as  a  memorable  one  in  our 
school  history.  We  have  now  a  High  School  House  for  which 
we  need  offer  no  apologies,  of  whose  excellencies  we  may  hon- 
estly boast ;  a  building  worthy  of  our  children,  worthy  of  our- 
selves, worthy  of  the  capital,  worthy  of  our  age.  To  you  all 
therefore,  I  oflfer  congratulations. 

And  to  you  in  particular,  gentlemen  of  the  Building  Comnut- 
tee,  allow  me  to  ofier  congratulations  upon  the  prompt  and  en- 
tirely satisfactory  manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  the  dif- 
ficult duty  imposed  upon  you.  To  plan,  both  in  general  and  in 
all  its  details,  a  building  of  such  magnitude  and  elegance  as  we 
find  displayed  in  this  ;  to  prepare  its  site ;  to  procure  its  ereo- 
tion,  and,  in  less  than  twelve  months  from  the  placing  of  its  first 
foundation  stone,  to  present  it  finished  and  complete  to  the  dis- 
trict, for  its  acceptance,  to  do  all  this  affords  proof  of  the  ex- 
ercise of  no  ordinary  energy  and  ability  on  your  part..  For 
these  invaluable  services  we  all  thank  you. 

And  to  you,  Mr.  Principal  and  teachers  and  scholars,  about 
again  to  assemble  upon  this  spot  long  dedicated  to  learning,  to 
you  also,  I  bring  congratulations.    We  have  formerly  sympar 
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thiied  with  you  in  your  endurance  of  the  inconveniences  of  Qio 
house  you  vacated  a  year  ago-  We  now  rejoice  with  you  upon 
your  entrance  to  this  new  stnicture,  most  perfectly  adapted  to 
promote  all  efforts  you  way  make  in  i)rosecuting  the  great  work 
you  have  in  view. 

Let  lis  all,  therefore,  parents  and  teachers  and  children — let 
us  all  "  rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad !" 

It  is  a  matter  of  dcej)  regret,  that  a  careful  account  of  our 
common  schools,  as  they  existed  in  their  early  years,  was  not 
prepared  long  ago,  before  the  necessary  matoriiils  for  it  had,  to 
so  great  au  extent,  jterished.  It  would  have  furnished  one  of 
the  most  uitercsting  and  important  chapters  of  our  whole  town 
history. 

But  the  absorbhig  duties  of  every  day  life  incident  U)  plant- 
ing and  forwarding  a  new  settlement,  twenty  miles  beyond  any 
other,  iu  the  heart  of  the  wilderness,  left  to  the  early  settlers 
of  this  lowu  little  time  to  prepare  for  posterity  historic  records 
we  should  now  so  highly  prize.  And  indeed,  rare  it  is,  that 
those  who  perform  deeds  worth  remembering,  are  careful  to  pre* 
serve  a  record  of  them.  Tlie  heroic  generation  does  not  write 
its  own  history ;  ic  seldom  appreciates  the  full  importance  of  its 
own  achievements.  Our  proprietary  and  town  records,  howev- 
er, 3uj)plemented  and  illustrated  by  many  reliable  traditions,  af- 
ford us  some  idea  of  even  our  earlist  schools. 

For  your  convenieucc  and  my  own,  I  have  <livided  the  imi>er- 
fect  sketch  of  the  schools  of  Concord,  I  am  now  able  to  present 
to  you  into  two  periods. 

Ist.  'the  first  commences  with  the  settlement,  of  the  town 
and  extends  to  the  close  of  the  last  century, 

2d.  The  second  commences  with  the  year  1800,  and  exten^ls 
to  the  present  time. 

FiKST  Pehiod  1725  to  1800. 

The  emigration  to  this  country  by  the  Puritans,  was  prompted 
by  Uie  hope  of  securing  the  privilege,  not  only  of  enjoying  and 
propagating  their  own  religious  faith,  but  of  educating  their 
children  and  in  theii-  own  way.  In  other  words,  they  sought 
here  religious  toleration  and  universal  education.     Wo  are  not 
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surprised  to  loam,  therefore,  that  one  hundred  and  five  years 
after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  careful  to  insert  in  the  grant  of  the  Plantation  of 
Penacook,  our  first  charter,  a  distinct  provision  "  that  one  full 
right,  share  and  proportion  of  and  in  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land, 
be  appropriated  for  the  xu^e  of  the  school  forever." 
School  Law  m  1725. 

The  provincial  school  law,  in  force  at  the  time  Penacook  was 
Bottled,  which  had  probably  been  copied  from  the  old  Massachu- 
setts law  of  1G47,  provided  that  every  town  v/ithin  the  Province, 
having  the  number  of  fiity  house-holders  or  upwards,  "  shall  be 
constantly  provided  of  a  scho«J  master,  to  teacb  tlie  chiMrcn  and 
youth  to  read  and  writo,  and  that  in  every  town  or  pariah  hav- 
ing one  hundred  families  or  house-holders,  there  should  also  be 
a  Grammar  scho«)l  set  up  and  kept,  and  some  discreet  person,  of 
good  conversation,  well  mstructed  in  the  tongues,  shall  be  pro- 
cured to  bo  master  thereof."  The  law  also  impowered  the  Se- 
lectmen *^  to  agree  with  such  school  masters  for  salary,  and  to 
raise  money  by  way  of  vote  upon  the  inliubitauts  to  pay  the 
same."  With  some  slight  modifications  this  continued  to  be  the 
school  law  of  New  Hampshire  until  1789. 

In  tlds  we  discover  the  germ  of  our  present  system  of  grad- 
ed schools.  In  the  readuig  and  writing  school  of  that  early 
day,  the  great  nuiss  of  the  children  received  all  the  school  in- 
struction they  ever  enjoyed.  The  Grammar  school  afforded  a 
more  extended  courr.r*  i"  English  studios,  as  ^qU  as  a  course  in 
Latin  and  Grccjk,  to  Itct  jur-ued  by  boys  preparing  to  enter  the 
University. 

i'j'i:  First  School. 

Six  years  after  tlio  "lactment  of  the  grant  above  referred  to, 
when  eighty  families  had  been  installed  in  tlicir  new  homes,  tho 
proprietors  of  the  township  i.Tocecded  to  make  provision  for  the 
oi)euing  of  the  school.  At  v-.  meeting  holden  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March,  1781,  it  wus  voted  "  that  ten  pounds  be  levied  on  the 
grantees  for  to  be  laid  out  for  the  instructing  of  the  children  in 
reading,  &c."  The  school  commenced  in  piursuance  of  this  vote 
was  the  first  public  school  over  kept  in  the  township. 
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Sohool's  Support  Assumed  bt  thb  Town. 
Two  years  afterwards,  (March  11, 1733,)  the  town  assomed 
the  school's  support  and  impowered  the  Selectmen  to  provide  a 
school  ^^  as  £eu:  as  the  money  voted  shall  go/'  This  extreme 
case  to  incur  no  debt  may  not  be  unworthy  of  our  own  serious 
conrideration  at  this  day  of  universal  public  indebtedness.  In 
December  of  the  same  year,  further  provision  was  made  "  to  pay 
a  school  the  present  Winter  and  Spring,"  and  the  Selectmen 
were  authorized  ^'  to  find  books  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
and  freeholders- of  this  town  or  plantation,  &a,  the  town's  cost, 
so  &r  as  they  shall  think  necessary."  Not  only  is  a  free  school 
opened,  but  books  are  gratuitously  furnished  to  any  cluld  whose 
parents  are  unable  to  provide  them.  Universal  education  was  a 
great  and  cherished  purpose  of  these  first  settlers  ;  a  principle 
just  planted  in  the  clearmgs  of  Penacook,  and  destined,  we 
trust,  to  flourish  there  forever.  A  remote,  humble  and  obscure 
people  were  these,  our  fathers,  and  buried  in  the  wilderness,  yet 
they  would  not  tolerate  for  a  moment  the  thought  that,  a  single 
child  should  grow  up  in  their  midst  without  the  means  of  atUdn- 
ing  such  rudiments  of  knowledge  as  would  fit  him  for  the  or^- 
nary  duties  of  his  life  and  times.  And  if  you  will  carefully  ex- 
amine the  records  of  their  town  meetings  from  year  to  year,  you 
•will  discover  conclusive  evidence  that  in  this  great  purpose  they 
never  wavered  or  faltered. 

From  the  money  raised  each  year  for  defraying  the  general 
expenses  of  the  town,  a  portion  was  taken,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Selectmen,  and  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  school.  This 
was  augmented  somewhat  by  the  income  of  the  school  lands, 
which  were  leased,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  person  offering  the 
highest  rent  for  them,  at  public  vendue.  And,  if  we  except  the 
few  first  years  following  the  settlement  of  the  town,  the  amount, 
to  be  thus  appropriated,  was  left  entirely  to  the  Selectmen  untQ 
1786,  when  a  definite  sum  was  ordered  to  be  assessed. 
But  One  School  at  First. 

The  early  records  invariably  speak  of  "  the  school."  There 
was,  indeed,  but  one,  and  this  annually  went  on  a  circuit,  through 
cUfferent  parts  of  the  town,  very  much  as  the  shoemaker  went 
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his  rounds,  plying  his  calling,  or,  if  this  comparison  be  deemed 
below  the  dignity  of  the  subject,  as  the  Aula  Regia,  in  ancient 
times,  made  the  circuit  of  the  English  realm,  dispensing  even 
justice  to  the  dread  sovereign's  most  loyal  subjects. 

By  this  arrangement,  it  had  for  the  most  part,  different  sets 
of  scholars  at  its  several  sessions,  each  locality  receiving  such  a 
proportion  of  the  benefits  it  dispensed,  as  its  inhabitants  paid 
of  the  whole  amount  expended  in  its  support.  In  1766  the 
school  was  thus  kept  in  four  different  sections  of  the  town,  viz. : 
at  East  Concord,  at  West  Concord,  upon  the  Hopkinton  road 
and  on  the  Main  street.  "*" 

It  was  always  taught  by  a  master  hired  by  the  Selectmen,  its 
terms  varying  in  length  from  four  to  six  months.  In  1739  the 
town  voted  "  that  the  school  within  this  town  shall  be  kept  from 
the  twentieth  of  October  next,  to  the  twentieth  of  April,  1740," 
and  the  year  following  the  Selectmen  were  instructed  '^  to  take 
care  to  hire  a  school  master,  and  to  order  when  and  where  the 
school  shall  be  kept." 

There  were  no  Superintending  School  Committees  in  those 
early  days,  empowered  to  examine  teachers,  select  text  books, 
&c.  This  duty  devolved  upon  the  Selectmen,  who  gave  to  it 
such  attention  as  their  leisure  or  inclination  prompted.  The 
ndnister  of  the  town  also  was  accustomed  to  visit  the  school  at 
its  different  sessions  and  make  such  suggestions  to  the  teacher 
and  give  such  advice  to  the  scholars  as  circumstances  seemed  to 
require. 

Additional  Schools  Established. 

In  the  course  of  years,  as  the  population  increased  and  spread 
over  the  more  remote  sections  of  the  town,  it  was  found  that  one 

*  **  Voted,  That  the  school  shall  be  kept  on  the  Easterly  side  of  the  River  such 
part  of  the  year  as  their  rates  for  the  school  shall  come  to  of  the  polls  and  estates 
that  lay  to  the  Northward  of  Sugar  Ball ;  also  at  a  place  that  will  best  accommo- 
date those  persons  that  live  upon  Contoocook  road,  Northward  of  Nathan  Colby's, 
and  those  persons  that  live  Westward  of  said  road  such  a  part  of  the  year  as  their 
rates  will  pay ;  also  at  a  place  that  will  best  accommodate  those  persons  that  li^e 
upon  Hopkinton  Road,  Westerly  of  Theodore  Stevens  and  Westerly  of  Turkey 
BlTer,  such  a  part  of  the  year  as  their  rates  will  pay,  and  the  remainder  of  th» 
year  it  shall  be  kept  in  the  town  street  about  the  middle  way  firom  Capt.  Chand- 
ier's  to  Lot  Colby's."— Spwn  Becorda,  March  25, 1766. 
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master  was  unablo  to  perform  the  whole  amount  of  work  re- 
quired. Lon^^or  sessions,  in  the  several  sections,  wore  found 
desirable  and  ilcmsndcd.  .A  separate  school  therefore  was  €•- 
tablished  in  each  of  these,  and  if  its  proportion  of  the  sohoul 
money,  raired  by  tlie  to\\'n,  was  found  to  bo  insufiicient,  it  was 
sometimes  enlarged  by  private  subscriptions. 

The  schools  to  which  I  have  thus  far  alluded  were  all  Winter 
schools  and  tjmij;lit  by  masters.  Not  many  years  after  Uie  aot- 
ilement  of  the  town,  )iowever,  Summer  schools  were  established 
and  tau.i^ho  by  females.  These  Avere  for  the  benefit  of  the 
smaller  children  mostly,  and  were  at  first  sustjuned  at  private 
expense. 

And  perhaps  it  would  be  hardly  civil  in  us  did  wc  not  here 
tarry  for  a  moment,  in  passin;;,  nnd  i)ay  our  respects  to  the  first 
Concord  school  mistress  of  whom  there  is  any  account.  I  re- 
gret my  inability  to  announce  to  you  her  name.  I  regret  siiU 
more  that  the  entire  record  of  )ier  excellencies  has  perished. 
Yet  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  her  aptners  to  teach,  her  sweet 
disposition  smd  her  high  personal  attractions.  She  taught  her 
first  school  hero  in  the  summer  of  1744.  Although  ignorant  of 
her  subsecjuent  histx^ry,  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  to  the 
contrary,  it  may  be  fair  to  suppose  that  to  her,  as  to  so  many  of 
her  successors  in  our  schools  of  the  present  day,  there  came  ere 
long  offers  of  a  more  domestic  position,  some  one  of  which  from 
conscientious  convictions  of  duty  she  could  not  venture  to 
decline. 

The  only  reliable  information  we  have  respecting  this  first 
Summer  school  is  derived  from  rather  a  churlish  vote  of  the 
town,  passed  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  1744,  and  in 
these  words.  "  Voted,  That  such  persons  as  shall  incline  to 
hire  a  school  mistress,  at  their  own  cost,  may  have  leave  to  keep 
the  school  in  the  school  house  until  the  town  shall  have  occasion 
for  said  house." 

Our  early  school  houses  were  small,  rude  and  incouvement 
structures.  Some  of  them  were  built  by  the  town,  while  others 
were  erected  from  time  to  time  by  private  subscriptions. 
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First  School  House. 

The  first  school  hour,e  ever  erected  in  Concord  wa3  built  by 
the  tOA>-n,  in  1742,  and  stood,  as  located  by  a  vote  of  the  citi- 
aons,  "  between  the  widow  Barker's  barn  and  the  brook,  by  the 
clay  pits,"  which,  being  interpreted,  mean:,  at  a  j»oint  near  tho 
north-east  comer  of  the  State  House  yard,  llf^ro  it  remained 
until  near  the  close  of  the  lasi.  century,  and  one  of  our  oldest 
living  citizon3  rememberB  attonding  school  in  it,  at  or  about  that 
time.  Other  houses  were  subooqucntly  erected  in  different 
sections  of  the  town,  their  locations  being  deterrained  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  inhabitants.  Not  unf»cqnently,  however, 
schools  were  kept  in  private  houses.  Indeed  there  were  but 
about  nine  school  houses  in  Concord,  owned  by  the  town,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  cenlury.* 

These  early  houaes  bore  but  a  faint  reoemblance  to  the  school 
houses  now  in  use  in  this  district.  Imagiiie  a  low,  rough  board- 
ed, one  fjtoued  building,  about  twenty  feet  long  and  sixteen  feet 
-wide,  containing  a  single  room  six  and  a  l.alf  or  seven  feet  in 
height.  The  entrance  is  at  one  comer,  and,  as  the  leathern 
latch  string  hang.=^  out,  we  may  enter.  A  few  small  windows,  of 
dingy  seven  by  nine  glass,  allow  tho  sun's  rays  with  much  diflS- 
culty  to  struggle  through  them  into  the  apartment,  and  a  coarse 
ceiling  of  boards  upon  the  walls  serves  to  arrest  in  part  the  en- 
trance of  the  windy  that  blow  so  fresh  without.  Overhead,  in 
plain  sight,  are  the  timbers  that  support  the  rough  attic  floor. 
At  one  end  of  this  room  stands  a  huge  chimney,  of  stone  per- 
haps. In  its  deep  wide  fire  place  and  ui)on  a  pair  of  rude  and 
ponderous  andirons,  strong  as  the  shoulders  of  Atlas  himself,  is 
burning  a  large  pile  of  green  wood,  cut  some  six  feet  long. 
The  fire  roars  in  answer  to  the  blasts  without,  while  by  far  the 

•The  following  vote  of  the  town,  passed  Ma'-ch  5, 1800,  fixes  the  miraber  and 
locatiou  of  these  school-houses.  **  Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  (John  Odlin,  North 
end  of  Main  Street ;  Jonathan  T\'ilkins,  South  end  of  Main  Street ;  Henry  Mar- 
tin, North  side  of  Long  Pond,)  be  a  Committee  to  district  the  town  into  school 
districts." 

**  Voted,  That  one  man  from  each  district  where  there  is  a  school-house  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Selectmen  [act]  as  a  Committee,  viz : — Jacob  Carter,  (Millyille,)  Isaac 
Dimon  (Dimon's  Hill),  Sam*l  Davis  (West  Tariflh),  Timothy  Dow  (Horse  HiU), 
Enoch  Brown  (Burrough),  Joseph  Potter,  (East  Concord)." 
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largest  portion  of  its  heat  escapes  up  the  chimney.  Parallel  to 
and  around  the  other  three  sides  of  the  room,  extend  a  single 
row  of  narrow  tables  of  boards.  Between  these  and  the  walls, 
are  plank  benches,  upon  which  the  larger  scholars  are  seated. 
In  front  of  the  tables  are  lower  seats  for  the  smaller  ones.  The 
middle  of  the  floor  is  left  unoccupied  for  the  perambulations  of 
the  master.  The  wall  seats  are  reached  by  narrow  passages 
at  the  ends  of  the  tables.  Access  is  easy  enough  provided  the 
scholars  enter  m  the  order  of  their  sittmgs.  This,  however, 
being  but  rarely  the  case,  necessitates  the  frequent  squeezing 
by  each  other,  in  the  manner  annually  practiced  by  the  repre- 
sentatives, in  our  State  Legislative  hall.  These  tables  are  for 
the  use  of  the  scholars  when  writing ;  those  seated  in  front,  who 
are  old  enough  to  write,  reversing  their  positions  when  they  en- 
gage in  that  exercise.  Upon  a  triangular  shelf  in  one  comer, 
near  the  chimney,  stands  the  hour  glass.  Intently  do  the  schol- 
ars watch,  from  time  to  time,  the  slowly  descending  pile,  as 
grain  by  grain  its  sands  pass  through  the  narrow  waist  of  that 
primitive  chronometer.  But  they  cannot  be  hastened.  Each 
scholar  must  take  his  allotted  ration  of  three  full  glasses  each 
half  day.* 

Early  Text  Books. 

The  list  of  text  books  used  in  our  schools,  previous  to  the  Rev- 
olution, was  not  a  long  one.  The  New  England  Primmer  was 
the  principal  primary  book  in  all  of  them.  This  was  followed 
by  the  Testament  and  the  Psalter.  The  children  were  taught 
to  spell  from  their  reading  books.  About  1770,  Dilworth's 
Spelling  book  was  introduced.  Arithmetic  was  studied  without 
a  book.     The  master  gave  out  the  rules  and  set  the  sums. 

If  we  pass  on  some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  beyond  the  Revo- 
lution, we  shall  find  the  number  of  books  very  much  increased. 
Noah  Webster's  Spelling  book  had  superseded  Dilworth's.  The 
Bible,  the  Psalter,  the  New  England  Primmer  and  Shorter  Cat- 
echism wore  still  used.     The  latter  continued  to  be  studied  in 

*  The  substance  of  the  above  description  of  a  West  Parish  school-hoase  of  the 
olden  time  was  furnished  to  the  writer  of  this  address  by  Nathan  K.  Abbott,  Btq^ 
for  twenty-fiye  ywts  a  teacher  of  Common  Schools. 
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many  of  the  schools  of  Concord,  the  last  hfdf  of  every  Saturday 
forenoon,  during  the  Winter  terms,  as  late  as  1810  or  1812. 
Near  the  close  of  these  terms,  the  town  minister  visited  each 
school  and  catechised  the  scholars.  The  reading  books  most  * 
used  were  the  American  Preceptor,  Webster's  First  and  Second 
Parts,  the  Patriot's  Monitor  and  the  Columbian  Orator.  Pike's 
and  Adams'  Arithmetics  came  into  use  about  this  tune,  and  Geog- 
raphy began  to  be  studied,  Morse's  treatise,  illustrated  by  two 
meagre  copper  plate  maps,  one  of  the  world  and  the  other  of 
the  United  States,  becoming  very  popular,  not  only  as  a  text 
book  of  Geography,  but  also  as  a  reading  book.  Among  the 
works  on  Grammar,  the  most  popular  were  Murray's  and  the 
Toung  Ladies  Accidence.  These  constitute  but  a  pai*t  of  the 
full  list,  the  length  of  which  suggests  the  inference  that  the  kind 
attentions  to  teachers  and  school  committees,  of  enterprizing 
book  agents,  were  not  unknown  three  quarters  of  a  century  ago. 
Earlt  Masters. 
Tradition  has  furnished  to  us  the  names  of  many  of  the  early 
masters  of  these  schools  of  the  olden  time.  First  among  them 
is  found  the  name  of  the  Rev.  James  Scales,  who  came  here  as 
early  as  1737,  and  who  was  afterwards  settled  as  minister  of 
the  church  at  Hopkinton.  Judge  Timothy  Walker  taught  school 
here  in  1764,  just  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  not  long  after 
Rev.  Robie  Morrill,  who,  having  relinquished  his  pastoral  charge 
at  Boscawen,  but  continued  to  reside  there,  kept  a  school  at  West 
Concord,  walking  down  every  morning  and  returning  home  each 
night.  Among  all  our  early  teachers,  however,  no  one  attained 
to  so  high  distinction  in  after  life  as  did  Benjamin  Thompson^ 
aft;erwards  knighted  in  England,  and  subsequently  created  Count 
Rumford,  by  Charles  Theodore,  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  He 
was  a  teacher  here  m  1772.  Another  of  our  early  teachers 
was  Col.  John  Coffin,  who  is  said  to  have  introduced  to  the 
school  room  some  of  the  exact  discipline  of  the  camp.  And  we 
must  not  forget,  in  passing.  Master  Caleb  Chase,  Town  Clerk 
firom  1787  to  1795,  the  beauty  and  clearness  of  whose  records 
still  attest  the  satisfactory  maimer  in  which  he  discharged  the 
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duties  of  his  office.  Nor  must  we  omit  to  pay  a  respectful  trib- 
ute to  the  memory  of  those  excellent  old  Scotch  Irish  teachen, 
Masters  Hogg  and  Parkinson,  who  for  years  wielded  here,  with 
equal  skill,  the  Primmer  and  the  birch. 

If  we  trespass  a  little  upon  our  second  period  we  shall  find 
Master  Solomon  Sutton,  of  famous  memory,  doing  valiant  ser- 
vice at  East  Concord.  Within  the  memory  of  many  now  living, 
the  late  Judge  Woodbury  taught  school  atMiUville  in  this  town, 
and  about  1808  the  Rev.  Dr.  iBurnham,  afterwards  for  nearly 
forty-three  years  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Pem- 
broke, was  for  a  time  master  of  the  Union  school,  kept  in  a 
house  then  standing  upon  this  very  lot.  And  we  also  find  upon 
our  list  the  name  of  Dudley  Leavitt,  the  Almanac  maker,  who, 
although  for  years  now  dead,  still  annually  sends  us  his  invalu- 
able calender.  And  there,  too,  stands  the  name  of  one  of  Con- 
cord's most  gifted  sons,  Nathaniel  H.  Carter,  the  pleasing  poet 
and  graceful  prose  writer,  the  touching  description  of  whose  an- 
ticipated burial  beneath  the  waves  of  the  Mediterranean,  writ- 
ten by  himself  on  his  voyage  to  Marsailles,  where  he  died  short- 
ly after,  in  January  1830,  attests  the  exquisite  power  of  his 
muse. 

'•  In  that  classical  sea  whose  azure  vies 

With  the  green  of  its  shores,  and  the  blue  of  its  skies. 

In  some  pearly  cave,  in  some  coral  cell— 

Oh  !  the  dead  shall  sleep — as  sweetly,  as  well — 

As  if  shrined  in  the  pomp  of  Parian  tombs, 

"Where  the  East  and  the  South  breathe  their  rich  perfumes ; 

Nor  forgotten  shall  be  the  humblest  one. 

Though  he  sleep  in  the  watery  waste  alone. 

When  the  trump  of  the  angel  sounds  with  dread, 

And  the  sea  like  the  land  gives  up  the  dead." 

But  we  must  forbear  to  read  farther  from  this  long  list  of 
Concord's  early  teachers  and  hasten  on. 

Obstacles  to  Rapid  Progress  op  our  ScnooLS. 

Any  one  who  carefully  acquaints  himself  with  the  condition 
of  the  town  for  the  first  seventy-five  years  subsequent  to  its  set- 
tlement, will  hardly  expect  our  schools  to  have  made  rapid  pro- 
gress during  that  period.  Some  of  them  were  necessarily  de- 
voted to  the  removal  of  the  forests,  and  in  reducing  to  cudtiva- 
tion  the  virgin  lands  of  our  intervals  and  surrounding  hills. 
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When  some  fifteen  years  had  passed  and  comfortable 
homes  had  been  secured,  the  old  French  war  broke  out.  Dur- 
ing its  continuance,  Concord,  being  a  frontier  town,  was  con- 
stantly exposed  to  attacks  of  the  Indian  enemy.  From  1744 
to  1748,  its  inhabitants,  then  numbering  some  ninety-six  fami- 
lies, were,  much  of  the  time,  living  in  garrisons.  The  men 
went  forth  armed  and  in  companies  to  their  labors  in  the  field, 
and  when  on  the  Sabbath,  all  assembled  in  the  rude  church, 
they  bowed  before  the  Almighty  with  their  guns  stacked  in  their 
midst,  while  the  minister  commended  them  to  His  protection, 
with  his  gun  beside  him  in  his  pulpit.  The  Bradley  monument 
two  miles  to  the  west  of  us,  attests  the  character  of  that  period. 

When  these  dangers  had  passed  and  a  sense  of  personal  se- 
curity was  again  experienced,  the  proprietors  of  Bow,  claiming 
under  a  grant  from  New  Hampshire,  commenced  proceedings 
to  dispossess  our  fathers  of  the  little  farms  they  had  rescued 
from  the  wilderness,  and  seize  them  for  themselves.  Suits  of 
ejectment  were  brought  against  them  by  parties  of  controlling 
influence  in  the  province.  The  fate  of  the  Acadians  seemed  to 
await  them.  Yet,  resolving  never  to  yield,  and  banded  togeth- 
er as  a  single  man,  from  1750  to  1762  they  maintained  in  the 
Courts  of  New  Hampshire  and  of  England,  a  legal  contest  as 
determined  as  at  times  it  seemed  desperate,  and  in  the  end  they 
were  successful. 

During  this  struggle,  the  people  of  Concord  were  deprived  of 
town  privileges,  and  bereft  of  all  power  to  raise  money  by  taxa- 
tion. That  the  school  was  sustained  during  this  period  we  have 
no  certain  evidence,  as  from  1749  to  1766  our  town  records  are 
a  blank.  Their  well  known  character  however,  would  lead  us 
to  infer  that  the  school,  like  the  ministry,  was  continued  by  the 
voluntary  payment  of  rates  that  could  not  be  legally  assessed. 

To  the  Bow  controversy  succeeded  a  period  of  quiet.  This 
however  was  of  but  short  duration.  The  heroic  struggle  for 
National  independence  soon  commenced,  and  Concord  espoused 
the  cause  with  zeal  and  a  faith  unwavering.  She  contributed 
liberally  to  its  support,  and  her  sons  served  in  every  campaign 
of  the  Revolution. 
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Disturbances  such  as  these  interfered  serioaslj  with  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  cause  of  education.  And  it  cannot  be  said 
to  have  made  great  progress  in  other  sections  of  the  State.  The 
old  provincial  government  but  partially  sympathized  with  tiie 
true  interests  of  the  people,  and  its  school  law  of  1719,  ali^Uy 
amended  in  1721,  which  remained  upon  our  statute  book  with- 
out any  essential  change  for  seventy  years,  was  but  poorly  cal- 
culated to  develop  the  educational  interest  of  New  Hampshire. 
Tet  our  schools  were  ever  maintained,  and  attained  to  as  high  a 
degree  of  excellence  as  a  careful  consideration  of  the  times  and 
of  surrounding  circumstances  would  lead  us  to  anticipate.  Mr. 
Moses  Davis,  in  his  number  of  the  Mirror  for  April  let,  1793, 
gives  the  following  glowing  account  of  a  Concord  school  of  that 
day.  ^'  On  Thursday  last.  Master  Eastman  closed  his  school,  in 
the  Main  street  in  this  town,  with  an  exhibition  of  various  scenes 
of  entertainment,  in  which  his  pupils,  about  eighty  in  number, 
participated.  They  performed  their  various  exercises  to  the 
general  satisfaction  of  their  parents,  and  the  honor  of  their  in- 
genious preceptor  and  themselves ;  by  which  they  gained  the 
applause  of  a  very  crowded  and  respectable  audience,  which  wa« 
expressed  by  frequent  clapping  of  hands  and  smiles  of  appro- 
bation." 

Sbcond  Period,  1800  to  1864. 

We  will  pass  on  now  to  the  second  period  of  our  school  his- 
tory. This  was  as  emphatically  a  progressive  period  as  the  first 
had  been  a  stationary  one.  The  State  legislation  with  reference 
to  schools  began  early  to  show  this.  The  schools  themselves  ere 
long  manifested  it. 

School  Law,  1789  to  1864. 

Look  for  a  moment  at  the  gradual  change  of  the  school  law. 
Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  (in  1789,)  our 
legislature  passed  an  act  requiring  Selectmen  to  annually  assess 
the  inhabitants  of  their  respective  towns,  in  the  sum  of  five 
pounds  for  every  twenty  shillings  of  their  proportion  of  the  pub- 
lic taxes,  for  the  support  of  English  schools,  ^'  for  teaching,  read- 
ing, writing  and  arithmetic,"  in  said  towns,  unless  the  town  be 
a  shire  or  half  shire  town,  in  which  case  the  school  kept  shall 
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be  a  Grammar  school,  for  teaching  the  Latiu  and  Greek  lan- 
guages, as  well  as  the  branches  before  specified. 

This  was  the  first  time  the  law  had  prescribed  the  raising  of 
a  definite  sum  by  towns  for  the  support  of  their  schools,  the 
provincial  law  having  always  left  it  to  be  fixed  by  the  towns 
themselves  at  their  discretion. 

This  amount  was  increased  two  years  after  to  seven  pounds 
ten  shillings,  and  in  1795  still  farther,  to  thirty-five  dollars  for 
each  dollar  of  the  public  tax.  In  1804  an  act  was  passed  re- 
pealing that  clause  of  the  law  of  1789  requiring  Latin  and 
Greek  to  be  taught  in  shire  and  half  shire  towns,  and  raising 
the  school  tax  to  forty-five  dollars.  Two  years  after  it  was  in- 
creased to  seventy-five  dollars,  but  lowered  the  year  following 
to  seventy.  Passing  on  to  1818,  we  find  it  fixed  at  ninety  dol- 
lars. From  this  it  has  been  gradually  increased  until  now  it 
stands  at  two  hundred  dollars. 

In  1 800  several  incorporated  academies  had  lately  been  es- 
tablished and  their  number  was  rapidly  increasing.  To  this  fact 
we  may  probably  attribute  the  discontinuance  of  the  study  of 
the  languages  in  the  higher  schools.  The  range  of  English 
studies  however  was  raised  by  a  law  of  1808,  to  "  teaching  the 
various  sounds  and  powers  of  the  letters  in  the  English  language, 
reading,  writing,  English  grammar,  arithmetic,  geography,  and 
such  other  branches  of  education  as  it  may  be  necessary  to 
teach  in  an  English  school." 

This  law  also  authorized  school  districts  to  purchase  and  hold 
school  house  lots,  not  exceeding  in  extent  one-fourth  of  an  acre, 
and  provided  for  the  appointment  of  three  or  more  suitable  per- 
sons to  visit  and  inspect  the  schools,  and  in  case  of  failure  by 
the  town  to  appoint,  the  duty  devolved  upon  the  selectmen. 
What  wonderfully  important  men  in  our  town  governments  are 
the  selectmen !  Ephesus  had  a  town  clerk  but  she  could  not 
boast  of  selectmen. 

Glancing  back  now  to  1805,  we  discover  the  passage  of  an 
act  of  vast  importance  to  the  welfare  of  our  schools.  Hitherto 
such  an  organization  as  a  school  district  had  not  been  known  to 
our  statutes.     The  towns,  by  their  selectmen  or  by  committees. 
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had  indeed  been  imperfectly  divided  into  different  sectioim,  for 
school  purposes,  and  the  school  money  parcelled  oat  among 
them.  *  This  law  authorized  the  division  of  towns  into  school 
districts,  to  be  accurately  defined  and  bounded,  which  districts 
were  empowered  to  hold  meetings  and  raise  money  for  the  pur- 
chase, repair  and  ereotion  of  school  houses. 

Another  important  addition  was  made  to  our  school  code  in 
1827.  A  law  was  passed  this  year  for  the  appointment  by  the 
selectmen  of  towns  of  a  Superintending  School  Committee 
charged  with  the  duty  of  examining  school  teachers,  of  visiting 
all  the  schools  in  their  respective  towns  at  least  twice  each  year, 
of  prescribing  text  books  and  of  making  written  reports  annual- 
ly to  their  towns,  setting  forth  the  number  of  months  public 
schools  have  been  kept  in  each  district,  the  number  of  scholars 
in  each  and  other  important  facts  of  interest.  It  also  made  pro- 
vision for  the  annual  appointment  by  each  school  district  of  a 
prudential  committee  of  one,  to  select  and  hire  teachers,  furnish 
fual  for  the  schools  and  assist  and  co-operate  with  the  Super- 
intending Committee. 

Such  in  substance  wore  some  of  the  most  important  provisions 
of  our  school  law  in  1827.  It  had  grown  up  by  degrees,  as 
experience  suggested  its  various  provisions. 

Districting  op  the  Town. 

As  early  as  1800  an  unsuccessful  effort  had  been  made  in 
Concord  to  secure  the  permanent  division  of  its  territory  into 
school  districts,  and  to  raise  money  for  the  building  of  school 
houses  in  such  districts  by  the  town.  The  want  of  such  a  di- 
vision was  severely  fe!t.  Some  of  the  houses  then  existing  had 
been  erected  by  subscription  and  were  owned  by  private  parties. 
Some  were  old,  inconveniently  located  or  otherwise  unfit  for 
school  purposes. 

This  effort  was  renewed  in  1807,  and  with  complete  success. 
The  town  appointed  a  committee  of  twenty,  consisting  of  the 
selectmen  and  of  one  man  from  each  section  of  the  town 
'•  where  orders  had  been  drawn  for  school  money  annually,"  to 
divide  the  town  into  school  districts,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  general  Districting  Act,  passed  two  years  before. 
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This  committee,  having  discharged  the  important  duties  assigned 
them,  reported  sixteen  diflferent  school  districts  accurately  and 
definitely  described. 

Appointment  op  School  Committees. 

In  1818  another  important  measure  was  adopted  by  the  town, 
in  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  visit  the  several  schools. 
This  committee,  thus  annually  appointed  for  the  next  four  years, 
consisted  of  twelve  and  in  one  instance  of  thirteen  members. 
Among  them  were  some  of  our  most  public  spirited  citizens. 
The  first  report  by  any  of  these  committees  which  has  been  pre- 
served is  for  1822.  It  is  recorded  at  len^h  in  the  town  rec- 
ords, and  contains  facts  and  suggestions  of  much  interest  rela- 
tive to  our  schools  at  that  time. 

The  next  year,  1823,  the  visiting  committee  was  reduced  to 
three,  to  be  afterwards  annually  selected  and  appointed  by  the 
selectmen.  Their  duty  was  to  visit  each  district  school  at  its 
commencement  and  at  or  near  its  close,  and  Jmake  an  annual 
report  of  its  condition  to  the  town.  It  became  in  after  years 
our  general  Superintending  School  Committee. 

Four  years  aftor,  in  1827,  the  town  for  the  first  time  ordered 
the  printing  of  the  school  committee's  report  for  distribution 
among  the  inhabitants.  The  continuance  of  the  practice  from 
that  time  downward,  has  diffused  much  valuable  information  rel- 
ative to  our  schools  and  contributed  greatly  to  awaken  an  in- 
terest in  their  elevation. 

Obstacles  to  the  Progress  of  our  Schools. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  these  earnest  efforts  of  the  friends  of 
common  schools,  put  forth  in  the  legistature,  in  town  meetings, 
in  school  districts  and  in  the  schools  themselves,  the  improve- 
ment of  our  schools  was  not  rapid.  And,  as  we  look  back,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  account  for  this  unpleasant  fact.  We  find  one 
cause  of  it  in  the  bad  and  uncomfortable  condition  of  our  school 
houses.     They  were  small,  inconvenient  and  poorly  constructed. 

In  winter  they  were  also  very  cold.  This  latter  evil  arose  in 
part  from  the  imperfect  method  of  warming  by  huge  fire  places 
before  alluded  to.     The   visiting  school  committee  in  their  re- 
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had  indeed  been  imperfectly  divided  into  different  sectionBy  ht 
school  purposes,  and  the  school  money  parcelled  oat  among 
them.  *  This  law  authorized  the  division  of  towns  into  school 
districts,  to  be  accurately  defined  and  bounded,  which  districts 
were  empowered  to  hold  meetings  and  raise  money  for  the  pur- 
chase, repair  and  erection  of  school  houses. 

Another  important  addition  was  made  to  our  school  code  in 
1827.  A  law  was  passed  this  year  for  the  appointment  by  the 
selectmen  of  towns  of  a  Superintending  School  Committee 
charged  with  the  duty  of  examining  school  teachers,  of  visiting 
all  the  schools  in  their  respective  towns  at  least  twice  each  year, 
of  prescribing  text  books  and  of  making  written  reports  annual- 
ly to  their  towns,  sotting  forth  the  number  of  months  public 
schools  have  been  kept  in  each  district,  the  number  of  scholars 
in  each  and  other  important  facts  of  interest.  It  also  made  pro- 
vision for  the  annual  appointment  by  each  school  district  of  a 
prudential  committee  of  one,  to  select  and  hire  teachers,  furnish 
fual  for  the  schools  and  assist  and  co-operate  with  the  Super- 
intending Committee. 

Such  in  substance  were  some  of  the  most  important  provisions 
of  our  school  law  in  1827.  It  had  grown  up  by  degrees,  as 
experience  suggested  its  various  provisions. 

Districting  op  the  Town. 

As  early  as  1800  an  unsuccessful  effort  had  been  made  in 
Concord  to  secure  the  permanent  division  of  its  territory  into 
school  districts,  and  to  raise  money  for  the  building  of  school 
houses  in  such  districts  by  the  town.  The  want  of  such  a  di- 
vision was  severely  fe!t.  Some  of  the  houses  then  existing  had 
been  erected  by  subscription  and  were  owned  by  private  parties. 
Some  were  old,  inconveniently  located  or  otherwise  unfit  for 
school  purposes. 

This  effort  was  renewed  in  1807,  and  with  complete  success. 
The  town  appointed  a  committee  of  twenty,  consisting  of  the 
selectmen  and  of  one  man  from  each  section  of  the  town 
'•  where  orders  had  been  drawn  for  school  money  annually,"  to 
divide  the  tewn  into  school  districts,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  general  Districting  Act,  passed  two  years  before. 
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This  committee,  having  discharged  the  important  duties  assigned 
them,  reported  sixteen  different  school  districts  accurately  and 
definitely  described. 

Appointment  of  School  Committees. 

In  1818  another  important  measure  was  adopted  by  the  town, 
in  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  visit  the  several  schools. 
This  committee,  thus  annually  appointed  for  the  next  four  years, 
consisted  of  twelve  and  in  one  instance  of  thirteen  members. 
Among  them  were  some  of  our  most  public  spirited  citizens. 
The  first  report  by  any  of  these  committees  which  has  been  pre- 
served is  for  1822.  It  is  recorded  at  length  in  the  town  rec- 
ords, and  contains  facts  and  suggestions  of  much  interest  rela- 
tive to  our  schools  at  that  time. 

The  next  year,  1823,  the  visiting  committee  was  reduced  to 
three,  to  be  afterwards  annually  selected  and  appointed  by  the 
selectmen.  Their  duty  was  to  visit  each  district  school  at  its 
commencement  and  at  or  near  its  close,  and  jmake  an  annual 
report  of  its  condition  to  the  town.  It  became  in  after  years 
our  general  Superintending  School  Committee. 

Four  years  aftor,  in  1827,  the  town  for  the  first  time  ordered 
the  printing  of  the  school  committee's  report  for  distribution 
among  the  inhabitants.  The  continuance  of  the  practice  from 
that  time  downward,  has  diffused  much  valuable  information  rel- 
ative to  our  schools  and  contributed  greatly  to  awaken  an  in- 
terest in  their  elevation. 

Obstacles  to  the  Progress  op  our  Schools. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  these  earnest  efforts  of  the  friends  of 
common  schools,  put  forth  in  the  legistature,  in  town  meetings, 
in  school  districts  and  in  the  schools  themselves,  the  improve- 
ment of  our  schools  was  not  rapid.  And,  as  we  look  back,  it  is 
not  diflScult  to  account  for  this  unpleasant  fact.  We  find  one 
cause  of  it  in  the  bad  and  uncomfortable  condition  of  our  school 
houses.     They  were  small,  inconvenient  and  poorly  constructed. 

In  winter  they  were  also  very  cold.  This  latter  evil  arose  in 
part  from  the  imperfect  method  of  warming  by  huge  fire  places 
before  alluded  to.     The   visiting  school  committee  in  their  re- 
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port  of  March  11,  1828,  urge  strongly  the  introdaotion  of 
stoves  and  remark  of  the  method  of  warming  then  in  use,  '*  Al- 
though it  has  claim  to  great  antiquity,  it  is  totally  at  varianoe 
urith  all  modem  experience  and  wholly  inconsistent  with  praoti- 
cal  economy.  In  some  instances  they  have  seen  wood  on  the 
fire  at  the  same  time,  sufficient  if  burned  in  a  stove,  to  keep  a 
room  warm  during  school  hours  for  two  or  three  days,  and  they 
have  frequently  beheld,  with  emotions  of  pain,  the  sufferings 
which  those  nearest  the  fire  endured  from  its  excessive  heat, 
while  others  more  remote  have  actually  shivered  with  the  cold." 
They  further  remark,  "  broken  windows  are  of  common  occur- 
rence in  all  of  our  school  houses,  and  in  one  district  nothing 
worthy  the  name  of  a  school  house  is  to  be  found." 

The  Prudential  Committee  charged  with  the  important  duty 
of  procuring  teachers,  were  not  always  careful  to  obtain  good 
ones.  Although  many  of  our  teachers  of  this  period  were  ex- 
cellent disciplinarians  and  instructors,  others  of  a  different  char- 
acter were  not  unfrequently  employed,  of  whom  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Tenney,  for  the  committee  of  1837-8,  very  justly  and  tersely 
remarks,  "  such  persons  should  bo  kindly  advised  to  seek  some 
other  employment,  and  never  be  sent  into  a  school  merely  be- 
cause they  will  possibly  do,  and  can  be  had  cheap.*' 

In  some  of  the  most  sparsely  settled  districts,  an  unwilling- 
ness to  increase  by  voluntary  tax  or  contribution  their  share  of 
the  school  money  rendered  their  schools  of  so  short  duration  as 
to  make  them  almost  valueless.  In  1844,  "  No.  1  had  only 
three  weeks  school ;  No.  2  four  weeks ;  No.  6  ten  weeks,  but 
no  Summer  school ;  No.  13  five  weeks ;  No.  20  twenty-eight 
days,  with  no  school  in  Summer ;   No.  23  fifteen  days." 

The  great  diversity  of  school  books  in  use  was  also  a  great 
hinderance  to  their  progress.  In  the  year  1845  the  Superin- 
tending Committee  say  that  they  found  in  one  school  of  nine- 
teen scholars,  six,  and  in  another  of  twenty-two  scholars,  ten 
different  reading  books.  Such  an  evil  of  course  defeated  all 
attempts  at  classification. 

Still  another  cause  was  the  great  irregularity  of  attendance. 
Indeed,  as  late  even  as  1853,  the  Superintending  Committee  of 


^^■Hr    No*    10,  remark   that  during  the  preceding    year, 
BKSiLjre   than   10,500   daja   have  been  lost  by  absences  in  our 
acSioolg — more  than  one  seventh  part  of  the  time  the  schools 
iiave  been  in  session." 

But  the  most  potent  hinderance  was  the  discouraging  indiffer- 
ence to  their  welfare,  evinced  by  great  numbers  of  our  most  in- 
fluential citizens.  The  idea  of  fitting  their  sons  for  college,  or 
giving  to  their  daughters  an  academical  education  in  our  com- 
mon schools,  would  have  been  regarded  as  a  visionary  one  twen- 
ty years  ago.  Their  elevation  to  their  present  position  was  not 
anticipated.  Private  schools  were  therefore  encouraged.  A 
Lancasterian  school  was  started  in  1819  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Blake, 
and  continued  with  but  moderate  success  for  several  years. 
About  1835  an  academy  was  opened,  but  its  career  was  a  short 
one.  And  here  candor  compels  us  to  admit,  that,  owing  to  these 
and  other  kindred  causes,  up  to  1850,  or  thereabouts,  the  schools 
of  Concord  did  not  compare  favorably  with  those  of  other  large 
towns  in  the  State. 

Rapid  Improvement  op  our  Schools. 

But  a  better  day  awaited  them  and  their  elevation  was  near 
at  hand.  The  popular  interest  in  behalf  of  common  schools, 
awakened  by  Horace  Mann,  Henry  Barnard  and  other  devoted 
friends  of  imiversal  education  in  neighboring  States,  began  to 
manifest  itself  here  about  1840.  State  Common  School  Con- 
ventions were  holden,  and  several  of  them  at  Concord.  Public 
addresses  of  much  ability,  delivered  at  different  points  through- 
out the  State,  also  served  to  awaken  still  more  the  public  inter- 
est. In  1845  the  Legislature  offering  its  aid,  passed  the  High 
School  law,  and  made  provision  the  year  following  for  the  ap- 
pointment and  support  of  a  State  Commissioner  of  Common 
Schools.  Two  years  afterwards,  in  1848,  it  also  passed  the 
Somersworth  Act.  This  action  of  the  Legislature  was  timely, 
and  contributed  much  to  the  advancement  of  the  great  cause  it 
sought  to  promote. 

The  schools  embraced  within  the  limits  of  this  district  began 
soon  to  assume  a  character  they  had  never  borne  before.    The 
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citizens,  convinced  of  the  possibility  of  their  great  improvement, 
had  determined  to  achieve  it.  \ 

We  were  at  the  time  in  three  separate  districts,  numbered  S^ 
10  and  11.    The  number  of  scholars  had  so  increased  that  ad-^\ 
ditional  school  accommodations  were  imperatively  demanded  in 
each  of  them. 

Accordingly  in  1844,  No.  9  proceeded  to  the  erection  of  a 
new,  two  storied  house  at  the  comer  of  State  and  West  streets, 
while,  at  the  same  time.  No.  11  was  relieving  the  pressure  there 
felt,  by  fitting  up  a  new  school  room  in  the  old  Quaker  meeting 
house,  it  had  just  purchased  and  removed  to  its  school  lot.  No. 
10  waited  two  years,  and  then,  in  1846,  erected  the  brick  house 
taken  down  a  year  ago  to  afford  a  site  for  this,  in  which  we  are 
now  assembled;  and  the  year  following  No.  11  repaired  and  re- 
seated its  house  at  the  corner  of  Church  and  State  streets.* 

The  simple  statement  of  these  last  facts  occupies  but  a  mo- 
ment, yet,  the  amount  of  school  meeting  eloquence  preceding 
the  erection  and  fitting  up  of  these  houses,  can  be  fully  appre- 
ciated by  those  only  who  witnessed  the  memorable  efforts  that 
were  succeeded  by  so  gratifying  results. 

The  sudden  increase  of  our  population,  about  this  time,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  construction  of  the  Northern,  Montreal,  Clare- 
mont  and  Portsmouth  Railroads,  and  of  the  rapid  development 
of  our  mercantile  and  manufacturing  interests,  soon  filled  these 
houses  beyond  their  utmost  capacities  of  accommodation.  In- 
deed, as  early  as  1848,  two  years  only  after  the  erection  of  the 
new  house  in  No.  10,  it  was  crowded  to  overflo>ving.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  state  of  things,  in  1851  No.  9  erected  a  new 
house  on  Myrtle  street,  and  in  1852  No.  10  built  two,  one  on 
Spring,  and  the  other  on  Union  street. 

The  increase  of  the  number  of  our  schools  rendered  their 
grading  practicable.  This  had  accordingly  been  done,  and  con- 
tributed greatly  to  their  improvement  and  efficiency.  The  de- 
sirableness of  a  High  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  three  districts 
becoming  apparent,  an  attempt  was  made  in  1847  to  unite  them 
for  that  purpose.  But  it  was  unsuccessful,  and  in  1850  No.  10 
adopted  the  Somerswor^  Act  and  established  a  High  school  of 
its  own. 
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It  was  soon  found,  however,  that  while  each  of  the  three  dis- 
tricts needed  the  privileges  of  a  High  school,  no  one  of  them 
could  furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  advanced  scholars  to  fill 
such  a  school,  or  devote  to  it  such  a  portion  of  its  school  money 
as  would  suffice  for  its  support.  It  was  also  found  that  one  such 
school  would  be  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  three  districts. 
To  secure  this  important  object,  together  with  several  others  to 
which  I  cannot  here  allude,  an  attempt  was  made  in  1856  to 
consolidate  Districts  No.  9, 10  and  11.  This  effort  was  success- 
ful, and  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  Union  School  Dis* 
trict. 

The  object  sought  could  now  be  attained.  But  where  could 
a  High  School  be  accommodated  ?  No  one  of  the  existing 
houses  was  adapted  to  its  wants.     All  were  occupied. 

A  meeting  of  the  new  district  was  therefore  called,  and  an 
appropriation  asked  for  the  erection  of  a  new  high  school  house. 
The  proposal  was  discussed  with  great  ability  in  this  and  in  sev- 
eral subsequent  meetings,  numerously  attended  at  the  City  and 
at  Rumford  halls.  This  discussion  soon  developed  a  fear  in  the 
minds  of  many,  lest  the  interests  of  the  High  school  were  being 
advanced  somewhat  to  the  neglect  of  those  of  a  lower  grade, 
and  a  proposition  to  build  two  new  brick  Grammar  school  houses 
was  carried  by  acclamation.  In  accordance  with  this  action,  in- 
stead of  the  building  asked  for,  the  Merrimack  and  Rumford 
Grammar,  and  the  Eleven  Lots  Primary  school  houses  were 
erected  in  1858. 

The  judicious  location  of  these  houses  did  much  to  system- 
atize the  future  operations  of  the  district,  while  the  additional 
accommodations  afforded  in  their  well  designed  apartments  led 
to  a  more  perfect  grading  of  all  our  schools.  From  the  erec- 
tion of  these  houses  more  ,than  from  any  one  point,  their  pro- 
gress has  been  rapid  and  upward  and  onward. 

The  next  year,  1859,  in  order  to  secure  a  more  permanent 
organization  of  the  Superintending  Committee,  and  to  guard 
against  sudden  and  entire  changes  of  its  members,  an  act  au- 
thorizing the  election  by  this  district  of  a  Board  of  Education 
was  adopted,  and  the  schools  have  since  been  under  its  super- 
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vision.  Their  subsequent  history  is  of  so  recent  date  that  I 
need  not  detail  it  here. 

Such  are  some  of  the  prominent  facts  in  the  history  of  our 
common  schools.  From  "  the  school  "  of  1731 — ^I  like  this  ex- 
pression of  the  fathers,  "  the  school,"  it  sounds  as  if  they  loved 
and  cherished  it  as  we  know  they  did — ^from  this  one  perambu- 
lating school,  they  have  increased  in  number  to  twenty-six,  in 
this  district  alone.  From  ten  pounds  voted  that  year,  our  an- 
nual school  appropriations  have  been  raised  to  sooie  thirteen  or 
fourteen  thousand  dollars.  The  number  of  scholars  has  risen 
from  a  few  dozen  at  the  first,  to  some  three  thousand,  (2874), 
as  shown  by  the  returns  of  this  very  year.  Instead  of  one 
small  school  house  "  by  the  brook,"  we  now  have  in  Union  Dis- 
trict no  less  than  ten,  every  one  of  which,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion, has  been  erected  within  the  last  twenty  years,  and  at*  an 
aggregate  expense  of  some  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

It  now  remains  for  us  to  consecrate  to  its  high  purpose  this 
splendid  structure.  While  its  ample  walls  and  commodious 
apartments  within  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  schools  about 
to  occupy  them,  its  imposing  walls  and  graceful  outlines  give  to 
its  exterior  an  harmonious  beauty  as  pleasing  as  it  is  impressive. 
And,  as  the  eternal  pyramids  attest  the  greatness  of  the  nation 
that  reared  them,  thousands  of  years  ago,  so  may  this  building 
long  stand  and  proclaim  to  the  generations  of  the  future  our 
faithful  guardianship  of  the  great  interest  now  entrusted  to  our 
care. 

The  following  Dedicatory  Ode,  written  by  Miss  Alice  Rat- 
tray, a  Graduate  of  the  High  School,  was  sung  by  the  Choir : 

When,  shining  from  its  Maker's  hand, 
The  new-formed  world  stood  forth  in  space, 
A  seraph-form,  at  God's  command, 
Resigned  in  Heaven  her  lofty  place. 
She  stooped  to  earth  on  wings  of  light, 
In  all  her  angel-beauty  dressed. 
And  Wisdom,  from  that  moment  bright. 
Has  dwelt  witli  man,  his  constant  guest. 
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In  Nature's  temple,  vast  and  great, 
Or  'neath  some  lofty  marble  dome, 
Or  in  some  cot's  secure  retreat. 
In  each,  in  all,  she  finds  a  home. 
To-day,  beneath  this  April  sky, 
With  Spring's  soft  music  on  the  air, 
A  noble  temple  reared  on  high. 
We  dedicate  to  Wisdom's  care. 

Within  these  walb  that  proudly  rise 
Shall  Learning  sit  in  royal  state. 
And  Science,  daughter  of  the  skies, 
Shall  stand  as  warder  at  the  gate ; 
While  Justice,  Liberty  and  Law 
Shall  hover  near,  a  guardian  band. 
Cementing  aye  the  links  that  draw 
Our  school-rooms  to  our  native  land. 

And  on  the  altars  of  this  shrine. 
Shall  faithful  hands  in  Wisdom's  name. 
Accomplish  still  her  blest  design. 
And  daily  feed  her  vestal  flame ; 
Till  clearly  beams  that  sacred  light. 
Whose  beams  shall  chase  the  gloom  away, 
A  beacon  through  our  country's  night, 
A  herald  of  the  dawning  day. 

Rev.  H.  E.  Parker,  offered  the  Dedicatory  Prayer. 

A  beautiful  Bible  was  then  presented  to  the  High  School,  by 
the  Graduates  of  the  School,  represented  by  Miss  E.  S.  CoF- 
PIN,  who  said : 

The  Alumui  of  the  Concord  High  School  love  their  Alma 
Mater,  and  are  happy  to  see  her  honored  in  the  erection  of  this 
new  and  beautiful  edifice.     For  her,  and  for  our  teacher's  sake, 
we  would  leave  some  token  of  our  affection  here,  and — 
"  Since,  ill  by  sordid  gift, 

Wdro  love  like  ours  expressed  ; 
Take  Heaven's  best  boon,  this  sacred  book, 
From  those  that  love  thee  best.'' 
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Mr.  H.  E.  Sawter,  Principal  of  the  High  School,  respond* 
ed  as  follows : 
Miss  Coffin^  and  Oradu^tea  of  the  High  School : 

I  have  been  designated  as  the  representative  of  the  school 
to  receive  from  you  this  beautiful  gift,  and  to  express  to  you  our 
hearty  thanks.     The  duty  assigned  me  is  a  very  pleasant  one. 

It  is  seven  years  since  this  spot  became  the  place  of  my  daily 
labor,  and  those  who  here  assembled  the  subjects  of  my  con- 
stant thought  and  care.  The  ties  which  bind  to  one's  regard  and 
love  those  who  for  years  have  been  his  pupils,  and  in  harmony 
and  with  honor  have  completed  their  prescribed  course  of  study, 
are  not  easily  broken. 

The  "  old  school  house  "  has  passed  away,  but  not  the  work 
done  there,  the  friendships  there  formed.  And  every  act  and 
occasion  which  tends  to  keep  fresh  and  green  the  memory  of 
those  old  days,  is  to  me  a  personal  gratification. 

Your  beautiful  generosity  is  a  good  omen  for  the  school.  If 
the  graduates  leaving  it,  year  after  year,  still  retain  in  feeling  a 
kind  of  family  connection  with  it,  and  manifest  a  kindly  interest 
in  its  prosperity,  they  will  do  much  to  strengthen  it  in  public  re- 
gard and  to  increase  its  power  for  usefulness. 

The  volume  is  externally  beautiful,  a  fit  ornament  for  this 
perfect  building,  which  reflects  so  much  credit  on  the  architect, 
the  committee,  the  builders,  and  the  people. 

And  it  is  intrinsically  worthy  to  underlie  all  our  study  and 
instruction.  It  is  the  fountain  of  true  wisdom.  Out  of  it 
have  sprung  civilization,  freedom,  all  our  institutions  that  are 
worth  preserving.  It  should  hold  the  first  place  in  the  school- 
room. 

The  right  to  support  schools  by  public  faxation  rests  on  the 
fundamental  right  of  self-preservation  which  inheres  in  every 
State.  Our  constitution  recognizes  the  fact  that  "  knowledge 
and  learning  generally  difiused  through  a  community  are  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  a  free  government." 

The  statute  defining  the  duties  of  teachers  is  worthy  to  be 
printed  in  letters  of  light.  It  says,  "  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all 
persons  entrusted  with  the  instruction  of  the  young,  diligently  to 
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impress  upon  their  minds  the  principles  of  piety  and  justice,  a 
sacred  regard  for  truth,  love  of  country,  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence ;  sobriety,  industry,  and  frugality ;  chastity,  moderation, 
and  temperance ;  and  all  other  virtues  which  are  the  ornament 
and  support  of  human  society ;  and  to  endeavor  to  lead  them 
into  a  particular  understanding  of  the  tendency  of  such  virtues 
to  preserve  and  perfect  a  republican  form  of  government ;  to 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  to  promote  their  future  hap- 
piness ;  and  the  tendency  of  the  opposite  vices  to  degradation, 
ruin,  and  slavery."  For  all  this  instruction  the  Bible  is  the 
best  text-book,  the  ultimate  standard  of  appeal. 

We  gratefully  accept  your  beautiful  gift.  It  shall  be  cher- 
ished with  care  and  honest  pride.  We  will  endeavor  to  make 
the  discipline  of  the  school,  the  instruction  given,  and  the  inter- 
course of  the  various  members  with  each  other  conform  to  its 
celestial  principles,  its  golden  rules. 

After  remarks  by  Rev.  Dr.  Cummings,  Rev.  J.  L.  Hatch, 
and  Rev.  A.  J.  Canfield,  the  audience  joined  in  singing  Old 
Hundred. 

The  exercises  closed  with  a  Benediction  by  Rev.  Dr.  Cum- 
mings. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  MAYOR 

BEFORE  THE 

OITT  GOVERNMENT,  MARCH  15th,  1864. 


Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council : 

We  are  about  to  enter  upon  the  municipal  duties  of  the 
twelfth  year  of  our  city.  The  year  just  past  exacted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  city  authorities  to  matters  of  unexampled  magnitude 
growing  out  of  the  condition  of  our  National  affairs.  The  calls 
of  the  National  Government  for  men  to  recruit  the  ranks  of  the 
Army  of  the  Union,  raised  questions  of  ways  and  means  which 
demanded  both  wisdom  of  deliberation  and  promptness  of  action. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  discreet  and  patriotic 
readiness  with  which  the  City  Council  met  its  important  and 
unprecedented  requisitions.  Concord,  as  becomes  her  position 
as  the  Capital  of  the  Granite  State,  has  been  foremost  in  filling 
her  quotas  of  men  to  aid  in  suppressing  Rebellion.  The  war 
for  Liberty  and  National  existence  still  continuing,  our  munici- 
pal legislation  during  the  present  year  will  doubfless  embrace 
subjects  of  extraordinary  importance.  In  this  connection,  I 
congratulate  myself  and  the  people  of  our  city  that  many  of  tiie 
former  members  of  the  Council  have  been  re-elected  who  are 
familiar  with  the  legislation  of  the  past,  and  whose  experience 
will  be  of  great  value  in  properly  devising  and  directing  that  of 
tiie  future. 

The  present  financial  condition  of  the  city  is  fully  stated  in 
the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  which  is  already  before 
the  people,  and  to  which,  for  specific  details,  you  are  referred. 
Measures  will  be  immediately  taken,  agreeably  to  an  ordinance 
passed  February  27, 1864,  to  fund  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the 
floating  debt.  In  view  of  the  liabilities  growing  out  of  the  war, 
the  necessity  of  rigid  economy  in  ordinary  city  expenditures  is 
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strikingly  apparent.  No  new  schemes  requiring  an  outlay  of 
money,  unless  absolutely  necessary,  should  be  started.  The 
present  times  of  war  for  the  salvation  of  our  Government  and 
Country  require  that  we  should  learn  and  practice  the  lesson  of 
self-sacrifice  which  our  fathers  learned  and  practiced  in  those 
other  times  of  travail  for  the  Nation's  birth  "  that  tried  men's 
souls." 

The  importance  of  fostering  our  educational  interests  has 
been  forcibly  illustrated  by  the  momentous  events  of  the  last 
few  years  of  our  Nation's  history.  Ignorance,  the  natural  oft 
spring  and  necessary  concomitant  of  slavery,  operated  upon  by 
unscrupulous  demagogues  in  the  South,  was  incited  to  bloody 
rebellion  against  the  best  Government  ever  instituted  among 
men.  Had  the  educational  advantages  of  the  North— especially 
of  New  England,  with  the  consequent  universal  enlightenment — 
existed  in  the  South,  this  foul  and  causeless  Rebellion  would 
have  been  impossible.  Let  us,  then,  take  to  heart  this  lesson  of 
events,  and  carefully  and  liberally  foster  our  educational  inter- 
ests. Let  Concord  be  foremost  in  this  important  matter.  Her 
educational  advantages  are,  year  by  year,  steadily  improving. 
Her  schools  are  not  only  her  pride,  but  her  prime  advantage ; 
and  it  is  for  us  to  see  to  it  that  no  lack  of  appropnation  shall 
diminish  their  excellence. 

The  Public  Library  is  also  an  educator,  the  importance  of 
which  cannot  be  overestimated.  It  has  become  an  indispen- 
sable source  of  intellectual  improvement  to  our  people.  It 
should  be  liberally  sustained. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  continued  excitement,  by  rea- 
son of  the  war  of  which  the  South  has  been  the  great  theatre, 
and  of  divisions  and  dissensions  at  the  North  in  relation  thereto. 
In  consequence  of  this  state  of  things,  and  the  quartering  of 
troops  in  Concord,  the  expenses  of  our  Police  Department  the 
past  year  have  been  by  necessity  largely  increased.  But  under 
the  direction  of  our  worthy,  discreet,  and  energetic  Marshal, 
Jonathan  L.  Pioeering,  all  the  members  of  the  Department 
have  been  vigilant,  and  on  the  alert  to  have  order,  peace  and 
quiet  preserved ;  and  in  this  they  have  succeeded  to  the  honor 
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Cemetery  Committee. — Cyrus  W.  Paige,  Enos  Blake,  John 
C.  Briggs. 

Superintendent  of  Repairs  of  Highways  and  Bridges.^^ 
B.  F.  Gale. 


FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

True  Osgood,  Oliief  Engimer. 
Assistant  Engineers, — A.  B.  Holt,  John  M.  Hill,   Caleb 
Parker,  Beza  H.  Lincoln,  Calvin  C.  Webster,  Chandler  East- 
man, James  Frye,  Albert  H.  Drown. 

Surveyors  of  Lumber, — Joseph  T.  Clough,  Asa  H.  Morrill, 
Nathaniel  Rolfe,  Eben  F.  Elliott,  John  G.  Warron,  Charles 
Stark,  William  Page,  Timothy  W.  Emery,  John  P.  Locke, 
Andrew  Mood}^,  Jeremiah  S.  Noyes,  James  ISanbom,  George 
S.  Dennett,  Abel  B.  Holt,  Curtis  White,  John  T.  Batchelder, 
Rodney  G.  Cutting,  George  P.  Meserve,  Samuel  Eastman, 
John  Abbott.  Henry  M.  Moore,  Sewell  Hoit,  Daniel  Dunlap, 
Shadrach  Seavey,  Albert  C.  Holt,  William  Ballard,  Daniel 
Farnum,  Erastus  C.  Currier,  Daniel  A.  Hill,  Joel  Ingalls, 
George  Frye,  Jeremiah  F.  Runnells,  George  Wilkins,  Samuel 
Shute,  William  W.  Cnshman,  Charles  Potter,  Joseph  S.  Lund, 
Leonard  Holt,  Jehicl  D.  Knights. 

Carders  of  Wood, — John  Batchelder,  John  S.  Rollins,  Asa 
H.  Morrill,  Cyrus  R.  Robinson,  John  B.  Curtis,  John  M.  Dear- 
born, Joseph  T.  Clough,  Jeremiah  S.  Noyes,  Shadrach  Seavey, 
Jeremiah  F.  Runnells,  Rodney  G.  Cutthig,  Moses  H.  Bean, 
Joshua  Chapman,  Abel  B.  Holt,  Joseph  D.  Taylor,  Isaac 
Clement,  Daniel  S.  Webster,  George  Frye,  Andrew  S.  Smith, 
George  A.  Pillsbury,  William  H.  Buntin,  George  F.  Whitridge, 
George  Wilkins,  Charles  C.  Doty,  Samuel  Hutchins,  Jonathan 
L.  Pickering,  Henry  T.  Chickering,  Joseph  W.  Hiklretli,  Jere- 
miah C.  Martin,  John  Abbott. 

Snrvei/ors  of  Stone. — Henry  H.  Brown,  William  H.  Clark, 
Charles  Nutting,  Simeon  Abbott,  Nath'l  Smith,  Joseph  Clough, 
Josiah  Cooper,  Daniel  S.  Clark,  Richard  M.  Ordway. 

Weighers  of  Hay, — John  Batchelder,  Cyrus  Robinson,  Wil- 
liam P.  Hardy,  James  F.  Hoit,  E.  Frank  Batchelder,  Joseph 
D.  Taylor,  Francis  A.  Fisk,  George  F.  Whitridge,  Charles  C. 
Doty. 
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Sealers  of  Leather. — Cyrus  Robinson,  Enos  Blake,  Chase 
Hill,  Jacob  P.  Sanders,  William  Gilman,  Calvin  Thorn,  John 
Batchelder,  Charles  E.  Robinson. 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures, — ^Ivory  Hall,  J.  B.  Stan- 
ley, Moses  H.  Bean,  Norman  G.  Carr,  James  H.  Chase. 

Cullers  of  Staves. — Isaiah  S.  Robinson,  Leonard  Bell,  Wil- 
liam Hayward,  Joseph  Abbott. 

Feyice  Viewers.  —  Daniel  Knowlton,  John  Abbott,  James 
Frye. 

Pound  Keeper. — Ephraim  S.  Gilman. 

Surveyors  of  Masonry. — Richard  M.  Ordway,  JeflFerson 
Noyes. 

Superintendents  of  Cemeteries. — John  A.  Cobum,  Gardner 
K.  Knowles,  Joseph  Brown,  Joseph  Hazeltine,  George  W. 
Moody. 

Liquor  Agent. — Calvin  Thorn. 

Board  of  Health. — No  appointment. 

POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

Jonathan  L.  Pickering,  City  Marshal. 

Charles  E.  Savory,  Francis  A.  Emerson,  (Fisherville,)  As- 
sistant Marshals. 

Police  Officers. — Charles  E.  Savory,  James  E.  Rand,  Wil- 
liam T.  Locke,  Moody  S.  Farnum,  John  Coimell,  Charles  W. 
Davis,  Francis  A.  Emerson. 

Special  Police  Officers. — ^Baruch  Biddle,  Josiah  C.  Shaw, 
John  Kimball,  Nathan  H.  Haskell,  William  H.  Buntin,  Alonzo 
Downing,  William  D.  Ladd,  Jacob  E.  Hutchins,  Thompson 
Rowell,  Benjamin  Green,  Theodore  0.  Gardner,  Benjamin  F. 
Holden,  Charles  H.  Critchet,  Austin  G.  Saltmarsh,  John  Che- 
ney, George  B.  Elliott,  Orland  B.  Buswell,  Albert  Thompson, 
Samuel  C.  Pickard,  Isaac  N.  Vesper,  Daniel  Gibson,  Thomas 
F.  Newhall,  Charles  D.  Newell,  Charles  Dennett,  William  H. 
Brown,  Ephraim  S.  Gilman,  George  G.  Virgin,  James  H. 
Rowell,  George  W.  Emerton,  Wesley  Robinson,  Josiah  Cooper, 
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Horace  H.  Holt,  Samuel  R.  Mann,  True  Osgood,  George  S. 
Dennett,  John  B.  Watson,  Harrison  Partridge. 

JOINT   STANDING   COMMITTEES  OF   CITY   COUNCIL. 

On  Finance. — Messrs.  Quimby,  Stewart,  Ballard. 

On  Accounts  and  Claims. — Messrs.  Prescott,  Aldrich,  White. 

On  Lands  and  Buildings. — ^Messrs.  Holmes,  West,  Hoyt. 

On  dig  Farm. — Messrs.  Martin,  Aldrich,  Locke. 

On  Cemeteries. — ^Messrs.  Emery,  Virgin,  of  Ward  6,  and 
Hoyt. 

On  Fire  Department. — Messrs.  Merrill,  Lane,  Virgin,  of 
Ward  6. 

On  Lighting  Streets. — Messrs.  Walker,  Weeks,  Elnowlton. 

On  Streets  and  Commons. — Messrs.  Holmes,  Stewart,  West. 

On  Public  Instruction. — Messrs.  Emery,  Abbott,  Ballard. 

On  Bridges^  Sewers^  and  Drains. — ^Messrs.  Walker,  Weeks, 
Lane. 

STANDIN(J   COMMITTEES   OF  BOARD   OP  ALDERMEN. 

On  Election  and  Upturns. — Aldermen  Holmes. 

On  Second  Heading. — Alderman  Prescott. 

On  Engrossed  Ordinances. — Alderman  Emery. 

On  Abatement  of  Taxes. — Aldermen  Quimby  and  Merrill. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES   OF  COMMON   COUNCIL 

On  Flections  and  Returns. — Messrs.  Locke,  White  and 
West. 

On  Bills  on  their  Second  Reading. — Messrs.  Ballard,  Locke 
and  Lane. 

On  Engrossed  Ordinances  and  Resolutions. — ^Messrs.  Ab- 
bott, Knowlton,  and  Virgin  of  Ward  2. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THB 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


2b  the^  City  Council: 

When  we  consider  the  vast  amount  of  interesting  matter  that 
ought  to  be  laid  before  our  fellow  citizens^  all  pertaining  to  our 
common  schools,  it  is  not  surprising  that  we  ask  the  privilege  of 
making  an  extended  and  elaborate  report.  Without  wishing  to 
nuse  an  issue  with  the  often  expressed  opinion  that,  while  our 
larger  villages  are  improving  their  schools  by  muting  and  grad- 
ing them,  those  of  the  rural  districts  fail  of  attaining  that  stand- 
ard of  excellence  belonging  to  them  a  few  years  ago,  we  will 
nmply  say  that  such  is  not  the  fact.  We  are  happy  to  report 
that  during  the  past  year,  almost  without  exception,  upon  ex- 
amination, we  found  excellent  improvement  and  marked  success, 
and  in  many  instances,  fine  specimens  of  scholarship ;  and  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  fJl  things  considered,  the  rural  more 
than  keep  pace  with  the  larger  and  united  districts.  It  must  bo 
borne  in  mind  that  a  large  amount  of  the  improvement  brought 
about  by  gradmg  a  school  is  not  owing  so  much  to  the  process 
of  grading  as  it  is  to  the  &ct  that  the  whole  management  of  the 
school  is  submitted  to  a  competent  board  of  education.  It  may 
be  said  however,  that  the  Superintending  School  Committee  of 
the  city  at  large  should  be  as  fully  qualified  as  those  who  man-  . 
age  our  graded  schools.  This  all  may  be,  and  still  for  numerous 
reasons  fail  of  brin^g  about  the  same  results.  For  instance, 
our  graded  schools  raise  a  much  larger  sum  of  money  than  the 
law  requires,  which  our  smaller  districts  fail  of  doing ;  and  the 
result  is,  the  sum  of  money  belong^lg  to  the  several  £strict8 
amounts  to  a  mere  pittance  and  it  is  impossible  to  hire  competent 


teachers  and  have  the  schools  of  a  respectable  length.  The 
remedy  for  this  evil  is  not  m  the  hands  of  the  Superintending 
School  Committee,  but  in  the  hands  of  the  people  at  large  and 
with  them  rests  the  entire  responsibility.  Volumes  might  be 
written  upon  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  legal  voters 
of  the  suburban  districts,  and  impressing  upon  their  minds  this 
truth,  vis :  the  entire  character  and  usefolnesa  of  their  achoola 
rests  mainly  with  them. 

The  demanjls  of  the  rising  generations  and  communities  at 
large,  require  that  this  responsibility  shall  be  met,  however 
great  the  sacrifice  may  bo.  In  school  matters  a  complete  unan- 
imity should  govern  all  their  acta*  However  much  animosity 
n;iay  exist  between  neighbors  otherwise,  upon  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  schools  they  should  be  a  complete  unit.  Double  the 
amount  of  school  money  required  by  law  should  be  rsdsed  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Prudential  Committee.  Much  care 
should  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  this  officer,  and  when  the 
choice  is  made  he  should  receive  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
every  person  in  the  district ;  they  reserving  however,  the  right 
of  holding  him  to  a  strict  accoi^itability  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  his  duties.  Much  has  been  said  in  favor  of  hiring  only  first 
class  teachers,  but  in  the  present  state  of  things  it  is  impossible 
to  find  that  class  in  the  market,  as  the  inducement  is  so  small, 
owing  to  the  small  amoui^t  of  money,  that  none  but  cheap  teach- 
ers can  be  procured.  Be  the  teacher  such  as  he  may,  his  au- 
thority must  be  enforced  by  home  influence.  Much  might  be 
said  in  this  connection  by  way  of  advice  and  encouragement  to 
future  teachers,  but  we  forbear,  hoping  that  this  matter  will  be 
carefully  attended  to  by  our  successors. 


REMARKS  ON  PARTICULAR  DISTRICTS. 
District  No.  1. 

There  were  three  terms  in  this  district  the  past  year,  two 
under  the  instruction  of  Mrs.  Etta  C.  Bennett,  one  under  the 
instruction  of  Miss  Mahala  F.  Rand.    The  two  first  terms  were 


all  that  conld  be  etpected.  Progress  was  visible  m  etetj  ide 
partment.  The  last  term  was  very  passable,  but  not  quite  up 
to  the  common  standard ;  owing  in  part  to  an  increase  of  large 
scholars  and  more  particnlarlj  to  the  want  of  school  room^ 
The  teacher  labored  with  a  good  deal  of  perseverance  and  is 
entitled  to  much  credit.  *  B. 

DXSTRIOT  No.  2. 

At  present,  this  district  ranks  among  the  fir^t  of  ibe  rural 
districts.  Their  house  is  one  of  the  best  and  should  be  a  pat^ 
tern  for  other  districts  to  follow.  Both  terms  were  under  the 
instruction  of  Miss  Jennie  P.  Call.  Good  order  and  good  pro- 
gress have  marked  the  course  of  tins  school  through  the  year. 
The  teacher  labored  hard  to  win  the  affection  of  her  sdiolars 
and  the  closing  examination  gave  evidence  of  success.  Expe- 
rience cannot  fail  of  making  her  a  successful  teacher.         B. 

District  No.  4. 

The  school  m  this  district  for  a  long  time  ranked  among  the 
first  in  town,  and  was  much  noted  for  the  interest  with  which  it 
was  regarded  bj  parents  and  friends.  At  present,  much  of  the 
fbrmer  interest  is  lost  and  the  loss  is  visible  in  the  onset,  and  the 
result  is  a  want  of  success  on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  But 
the  remedy  is  at  hand — an  entire  unanimity  on  the  part  of  the 
district,  complete  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  and  a 
first  class  teacher.  The  Summer  term  was  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Miss  Sarah  B.  Chandler,  and  for  a  short  schod  gave 
good  satisfaction.  The  Winter  term  was  kept  by  John  A. 
Cooper,  who  being  young  and  inexperienced,  failed  of  giving 
that  satisfaction  so  desirable.  B. 

District  No.  6. 

This  school  m  many  respects  is  a  modeX  school.  Good  house, 
a  united  district  and  competent  teachers.  The  Summer  term 
tmder  Miss  Henrietta  Evans,  Winter  term  under  Miss  EQen  A* 
Beed.    The  closing  examinations  gave  evidence  of  the  abiEty  of 
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the  teachers.  Long  may  they  continae  in  their  laadable  ooeii- 
patioB.  Much  credit  is  due  the  Pmdential  committee  for  Ik 
saoeess.  b« 

District  No.  6. 

The  school  in  this  district  has  really  enjoyed  the  services  of  a 
^fted  teacher.  The  school  is  small,  but  notwithstanding,  we 
found  fine  specimens  of  scholarship.  Miss  Mary  E.  Hoag,  who 
is  every  way  worthy  of  a  wider  sphere  of  action  and  usefolneas, 
had  chargo  of  the  school  through  the  year.  Here  ure  found 
the  necessary  accompaniments — a  good  house,  futhful  committee 
and  a  united  district  B« 

District  No.  7. 

The  school  in  this  cBstrict  for  the  past  year  hsis  been  under 
the  charge  of  Mrs.  S.  Webster.  This  lady  has  made  teaching 
her  vocation,  and  in  whom  we  see  combined  the  necessary  ele- 
ments te  make  a  suecessful  teacher.  The  condition  of  the 
school  is  therefore  what  will  ever  be  the  result  under  like  cir- 
cumstances, prosperous  and  progressive.  s. 

District  No.  8. 

Afiss  Phebe  E.  Harper  has  presided  over  the  school  in  this 
district  the  past  year.  This  school,  from  a  state  of  apathy  and 
indifference,  has  by  its  energy,  perseverance  and  promptness 
taken  rank  among  our  best  schools.  The  final  ezanunationgave 
evidence  of  great  labor  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  s. 

District  No.  12. 

Teachers — ^Miss  Helen  M.  G.  Ayres  and  Mr.  G.  D.  Stack- 
pole.  For  several  years  the  success  of  this  school  has  been 
uniform  and  gratifying ;  the  last  term  was  rather  an  exception 
te  usual  success ;  the  school  did  not  sustain  its  good  reputation, 
owing  doubtless,  to  various  causes.  Among  these  might  be 
mentioned  an  unfavorable  state  of  feeling  to  some  extent  among 
the  people ;  the  employment  of  a  teacher  known  to  be  unac- 
ceptable to  some  of  the  district ;  the  teacher's  discouragement 


early  m  the  term ;  the  irregular  attendance  of  many  of  the  pu- 
pils and  a  general  want  of  confidence^  interest^  sympathy  and 
support  among  the  patrons  of  the  school.  It  is  reconmiended 
that  a  permanent  teacher  on  a  yearly  salary  be  supported  by 
this  district.  j. 

District  No.  18. 

For  a  long  time  this  school  has  not  been  up  to  the  common 
standard^  owing  m  part^  perhaps,  to  incompetent  teachers,  but 
more  particularly  to  a  want  of  unammiiy  among  the  parefits. 
This  state  of  thmgs,  however,  is  East  pasdng  away  and  better 
times  are  coming.  UGaa  Abia  JB.  Scales  had  charge  of  the 
school  both  terms  and  is  Vkfirst^lois  teacher.  The  examinations 
were  very  satisfactory.  The  character  of  the  school  has  im- 
proved very  much  in  the  last  year  and  parents  should  see  that 
it  takes  no  backward  step  the  coming  season.  B. 

District  No.  14. 

Teacher — Wsa  A.  A.  Locke.  The  condition  and  character 
of  this  school  has  been  good.  The  teacher  has  labored  fidth- 
fully  and  with  feur  success.  j. 

District  No.  15. 

Teachers — ^Miss  0.  S.  Cogswell  and  Mss  S.  T.  Kimball.  A 
very  quiet,  studious  school  through  the  year.  j. 

District  No.  16. 

Miss  Sarah  F.  Holmes  has  had  chiurge  of  this  school  for  the 
piast  two  years,  and  although  the  house  is  inconvenient  and  the 
number  of  scholars  few,  the  improvement  has  been  highly  com- 
mendable. J. 

District  No.  18. 

Miss  Angie  M.  Yeaton  teacher.  This  school  has  long  been 
noted  for  order,  promptness  and  perseverance,  and  now  ranks 
amongst  our  best  schools.  Parents  in  tins  district  manifest  a 
commendable  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children.     8. 
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District  No.  19. 

Teacher — ^Miss  Helen  S.  Locke.  The  discipline  of  this  school 
has  been  greatly  improved  and  the  progress  n^e  has  beenyerj 
creditable  to  teacher  and  scholars.  Tins  district  will  do  wdl 
to  support  a  permanent  teacher  in  the  future.  j. 

District  No.  21. 

Teachers— Miss  A.  F.  Ladd  and  Mr.  Charles  C.  Pike. 
Taking  into  the  account  great  irregularity  of  attendance  and 
the  little  interest  taken  in  this  school,  it  has  done  remarkalfly 
well.    Great  credit  is  due  its  faithful  teachers.  j. 

District  No.  22. 

Teachers— A.'  H.  Wmslow  and  Miss  S.  T.  Eimbi^  AD 
this  school  wants  is  a  new  house.  The  attention  of  Qie  cit/ 
authorities  is  called  again  to  the  matter  of  a  new  school  house 
in  this  district.  j. 

District  No.  23. 

This  school  is  united  with  No.  1  in  Bow,  and  for  the  past 
year  has  been  taught  by  Miss  R.  Viola  Kimball.  Althcoigh 
Concord  furnishes  only  one  scholar  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  this 
school  ranks  well  with  the  other  schools  of  our  city.  s. 

District  No.  24. 

This  is  a  union  district  with  Hopkinton.  Miss  Lizzie  £. 
Smart  has  been  employed  as  teacher  for  the  past  year.  liuB 
lady,  as  a  teacher,  has  been  noted  for  promptness  and  order, 
and  the  final  examinations  of  the  school  gave  evidence  of  good 
improvement  and  thorough  instruction.  e. 

E.  0.  JAMESON,      )  Superintending 
JOSIAH  STEVENS,  }         School 
ABLiL  ROLFE,        )     Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COM- 
MITTEE  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  20,  FISHERVILLE. 


lb  the  legal  voters  of  DiHrict  No.  20  •• 

The  Superintending  Committee  submit  the  following  report : 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  twenty-five  and  two-fifth 
weeks  schooling  which  has  been  divided  into  three  terms,  one  of 
ten,  one  of  seven,  and  one  of  eight  and  two-fifth  weeks.  For 
the  Summer  and  Winter  terms,  four  teachers  were  employed. 
During  the  Fall  term,  three  teachers  were  found  suflSdent  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  District,  although  there  was  probably  no 
dimunition  in  the  number  of  scholars  in  the  district ;  and  it  was 
a  matter  of  regret  to  all  well  wishers  for  the  interests  of  the 
rising  generation,  to  see  so  many  children  running  the  streets 
during  the  Fall  term,  who  might  and  should  have  been  in  the 
school-room. 

Parents  are  in  many  instances  to  be  blamed  for  not  properly 
estimating  the  advantages  of  our  common  schools  to  our  chil- 
dren, and  for  not  allowing  them  all  their  benefits. 

Notwithstanding  all  our  efforts  to  obtain'  full  and  complete 
registers  from  our  teachers,  some  of  them  are  not  as  perfect  as 
would  be  desirable.  But  there  is  enough  in  them  to  show  there 
is  fault  somewhere.  In  the  report  of  eleven  different  schools 
we  find  five  hundred  and  sixty-eight  tardy  marks,  and  less  than 
one-seventh  of  the  pupils  attended  a  full  term.  Such  a  report 
we  were  about  to  say  is  unnecessary,  but  it  is  necessary  to  show 
us  something  is  wrong,  and  to  incite  us  to  some  efforts  to  remedy 
the  evil.  Tardiness  in  most  cases  can  be  accounted  for  from 
the  indolence  or  indifference  of  the'  pupil ;  and  the  cases  are 
rare  when  non-attendance  can  be  excused  except  on  account  of 
sickness.  Two  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  the  success  of  our 
schools  arise  from  these  evils.  A  student' who  attends  school 
at  all  ought  to  make  a  business  of  it.    If  allowed  to  attend  only 
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semi-occasionally,  he  loses  much  if  not  all  of  his  interest  in  his 
studies,  particularly  when  he  is  classed  with  others,  as  is  now 
necessarily  practiced.  Besides  it  is  disagreeable  and  discourag- 
ing to  the  teacher  to  have  half  a  dozen  or  more  scholars  enter- 
ing the  school-  room  after  the  commencement  of  the  usual  ex- 
ercises. When  we  employ  our  children  in  any  secular  business, 
we  expect  them  to  attend  to  it  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  oc- 
cupations. Then  why  not  allow  and  require  the  same  punctual- 
ity in  attendance  upon  school.  It  is  in  the  school-room  that  the 
oundation  is  laid  for  their  future  usefulness  and  success  in  life ; 
and  our  High  school  by  the  employment  of  competent  teachers 
can  afford  to  nearly  every  one  a  good,  solid  English  education. 
Let  us  then  one  and  all,  parents  and  pupils,  use  our  utmost  en- 
deavors to  avail  ourselves  of  the  benefits  within  our  reach. 

Tour  committee  would  recommend  that  a  regular  course  of 
study  be  prescribed  for  the  different  grades  of  schools,  and'  that 
pupils  be  required  to  make  a  certain  specified  proficiency  before 
they  be  advanced  to  a  higher  grade.  It  is  a  fault  here,  as  well 
as  a  general  one,  that  scholars  wish  to  get  along  too  fast ;  or  in 
other  words  instead  of  ascending  the  hill  of  science  "  by  a  slow 
and  toilsome  progress,  step  by  step," — they  rather  arrive  at  its 
summit  by  a  single  leap. 

Our  teachers  have  been  competent  and  faithful,  devoted  to 
their  occupation,  and  we  have  had  a  hearty  co-operation  on 
their  part  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the  Prudential  Committee 
in  our  endeavors  to  approximate  our  schools  to  what  they  should 
be.  Notwithstanding  we  have  discovered  some  minor  faults, 
too  much  prominence  has  been  given  to  some  studies,  to  the 
neglect  of  others.  English  Grammar  and  Geography  have 
been  too  much  neglected  in  our  High  school.  The  Geography 
of  our  country  has  been  a  study  for  both  old  and  young  for  the 
last  four  years.  Let  us  then  have  a  map  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  latest  edition,  containing  the  names  and  boundaries  of 
our  new  territories  (which  nine-tenths  of  us  do  not  know)  ;  also 
a  town  and  couniy  map  of  our  own  State,  and  let  them  be  hung 
in  our  High  school-room  for  reference. 
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Oar  High  School  the  past  year  has  been  a  saocessfbl  one— 
eminently  so  during  the  Summer  term,  under  the  charge  of 
Miss  Smith,  and  we  much  regretted  that  her  services  were  not 
retained  through  the  entire  year.  Afiss  Tenney  in  the  Fall, 
and  Mr.  Sanborn  in  the  Winter  term,  labored  faithfully  the 
short  time  allotted  them. 

The  Grammar  School  was  taught  by  KCss  Eliza  T.  Moore, 
and  the  Intermediate  by  Miss  Susan  W.  Moore  through  the  en- 
tire year,  and  as  usual  by  those  teachers,  were  thoroughly  train- 
-ed,  and  afforded  much  gratification  to  those  who  witnessed  the 
closing  examinations. 

And  if  the  Primary  which  might  property  be  termed  an 
infant  school,  has  not  been  a  profitable  one  to  the  little  children, 
it  has  been  a  valuable  one  to  the  teachers  in  which  to  practice 
that  inestimable  virtue,  patience.  Various  reasons  have  com 
bined  to  make  our  terms  short,  and  if  we  are  to  have  no  more 
than  twenty- five  weeks  schooling  in  a  year,  we  would  recom- 
mend that  they  be  divided  mto  two  terms  instead  of  three. 

Primart  School. 

Fint  Term.    Loidy  J.  Rannels  teacher.    Wages,  ^10.00.    Scholars,  36;  Av.  Att.  27. 
Third  Term.    Helen  M.  White  teacher.  "  "  •*       61;    "       **  41. 

IlTTERMBDIATB  SCHOOL. 
First  Term.    Sosas  W.  Moore  teacher.    Wages,  $22.00.    Soholars,  64;  At.  Att  44. 
Second    "  "  "  "  "  "  **         «7;    "       "  54. 

Third      "  "  "  "  ^*  "  "     .    61;    «•       *«  44. 

Grammar  School. 

First  Term.    Elita  T.  Moore  teacher.    Wages,  $21.00.    Soholars,  40;  At.  Att  83. 
Second    "  ■**  '*  "  "  "  ♦*        66;     "       "  44. 

TWrd       "  •«  "  "  "  "  "49;     "       "  41. 

High  School. 

First  Term.    Oara  R.  Smith  teacher.    Wages,  $25.00.    Schobtfs,  38;  At.  Att  S4. 
Second    "       Sarah  F.  Tenney       "  "       $24.00.  "        46;     "       "   38. 

Third      "       Warren  G.  Sanborn  "  "       $45.00.  "        43;     "       "   39. 

Whole  number  attending  school  the  pact  ytar-Boys  122,  Girls  124;  Total  216.   Ar 
erage  attendance  141. 

Amoant  of  School  order  $626.18. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  D.  WHITE, }      SuperirOending 
JOHN  A.  HOLMES,  J  Committee. 

CHARLES  C.  BEAN,  PrudenUdl  CommiUee. 


SCHOOL  REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO-  3. 


The  matter  of  raising  additional  money  for  an  extra  term,  we 
would  re-commit  to  the  consideration  of  the  district  after  the 
favorable  experience  of  the  past  year.  By  this  means  the  larger 
part  of  the  scholars  are  furnished  with  just  so  much  more  school- 
ing, to  be  used  by  them  with  equal  advantage  and  with  little 
loss  of  labor  to  theu*  parents  and  guardians,  they  being  so  large- 
ly in  the  period  of  childhood,  it  is  purely  a  philanthropic  meas- 
ure on  the  part  of  many  tax  payers  by  which  to  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  education  among  the  laboring  classes. 

The  well  of  water  which  has  been  opened  for  the  use  of  the 
schools  since  our  last  meeting  makes  many  countenances  brighten 
during  the  thirsty  hours  of  play  and  study. 

Upon  the  general  principle  of  school  management,  your  Com- 
mittee have  based  their  action  both  in  reference  to  the  present 
wants  and  the  probable  future  condition  of  the  pupils,  being 
guided  in  judgment,  as  the  subject  lay  spread  before  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  interest  of  the  scholars  as  a  whole. 

The  Primary  department  of  the  school,  under  the  charge  of 
Miss  A.  M.  Chase,  has  fully  maintained  the  good  reputation  it 
has  acquired  under  her  instruction  ;  the  moral  conduct  and  the 
good  of  the  scholars  have  been  carefully  and  faithfully  looked 
after. 

The  closing  Winter  term  was  Miss  Chase's  sixth  successful 
term  in  this  district,  and  it  is  suflScient  to  say  that  she  has  gain- 
ed the  love  and  good  will  of  her  scholars  and  the  friendship  of 
the  parents. 

The  higher  department  under  the  charge  of  Miss  M.  C. 
Rowell,  has  maintained  its  former  reputation  for  discipline  and 
good  order.  Mbs  Rowell  has  the  qualifications  for  an  excellent 
teacher  and  the  classes  under  her  charge  were  faithfully  in- 
structed and  received  that  attention  which  their  importance  de- 
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mands.  Id  charge  of  former  teachers,  both  departmento  have 
been  well  attended,  sostiUQed  ia  disoipUne  and  adranced  in  the 
knowledge  of  their  respective  branches. 
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Most  respectfully  submitted, 

8.  H.  CARLTON, 
J.  H.  ROWELL, 
J.  D.  KNIGHT, 
JACKSON  CROSBY, 
A.  L.  MARDEN. 


Superintending 

School 

Committee. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

07   THE 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 


The  Board  of  Education  for  the  Union  School  District  of 
Concord,  in  presenting  their  sixth  Annual  Report,  propose  to 
lay  before  you,  the  present  year,  a  few  hints  and  suggestions  in 
regard  to  the  general  working  of  our  present  school  system, 
what  it  is,  and  what  it  may  be,  what  it  has  done,  and  what  it  is 
capable  of  doing,  rather  than  a  treatise  upon  the  sciences. 

There  have  been  in  successful  operation  during  the  past  year 
twenty-three  schools — an  increase  of  one  over  any  former  year. 
This  one  is  a  mixed  school  established  at  the  commencement  of 
the  last  Spring  term  in  the  new  house  near  the  intersection  of 
Washington  and  Warren  streets,  and  there  are  no  doubts  exist- 
ing with  the  members  of  the  Board,  that  this  school  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  good  to  that  portion  of  our  city  for  whose  bene- 
fit it  was  established.  The  number  of  scholars  composing  this 
school  is  68 — 30  males  and  88  females. 

The  number  of  Primary  schools  in  the  district  is  12.  Num- 
ber of  scholars  belonging  to  the  sfune  858 — 148  males  and  41(> 
females. 

Thfire  is  a  slight  pressure  for  want  of  room  in  the  Primary 
department  at  the  Rumford,  which  ere  long  will  have  to  be  re- 
lieved by  opening  the  vacant  room  at  the  West  street  bouse — 
while  at  the  old  Brick,  at  the  north  end  there  is  a  demand  for 
new  accommodations. 

In  the  Primary  department  in  that  building  there  are  some 
85  scholars  in  Winter,  and  100  in  Summer,  a  number  entirely 
too  large  for  the  space  they  occupy,  and  more  than  any  <me 
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teacher  ought  to  be  required  to  attempt  to  instruct.  An  article 
in  the  warrant  calling  this  meeting  will  bring  the  subject  before 
you  in  an  appropriate  way,  and  will  doubtless  be  ^posed  of  in 
such  manner  as  will  best  subserve  the  interests  of  that  portion 
of  the  district.  • 

The  change  of  Teachers  in  the  Primary  department  has  been 
less  in  proportion  to  the  number  employed  than  in  either  of  the 
other  grades.  The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  DkCss 
Mary  0.  Batchelder,  was  one  which  was  seriously  felt  at  the. 
time.  Miss  Batchelder  possessed  many  rare  qualifications  requi- 
site for  a  good  teacher — ^mental  discipline,  activity,  good  sense, 
and  energy,  zeal  and  enthusiasm  in  the  school  room  which 
made  her  presence  felt  by  every  pupil — and  withal  such  a  moral 
influence  and  force  of  character,  that  it  seemed  she  was  made 
to  teach.  There  are  many  teachers  of  good  literary  and  scien- 
tific qualifications,  who  are,  after  all,  so  deficient  in  energy, 
that  they  teach  their  pupils  but  little — and  that  little  they  show 
to  poor  advantage,  having  caught  the  dull  and  lifeless  manner  of 
their  instructor. 

Teachers,  as  a  general  thing,  are  not  sufficiently  ardent  in 
their  employment.  They  want  more  soul,  more  inspiration, 
more  of  the  real  genuine  enthusiasm.  They  should  love  their 
business  and  let  it  more  fully  engross  their  minds,  be  wide  awake 
and  appear  to  feel  as  if  their  very  lives  depended  upon  the 
energy  with  which  they  imparted,  and  their  pupils  received,  in- 
struction. 

We  believe  the  death  of  Miss  Batchelder  has  been  the  only 
one  which  has  occurred  among  the  entire  number  of  teachers 
connected  with  our  schools  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Paltiah  Brown 
some  four  years  since. 

In  the  Intermediate  grades  there  have  been  slight  changes, 
yet  none  as  we  trust  which  have  seriously  retarded  the  progress 
of  the  schools.  There  are  belonging  to  the  five  Intermediate 
schools  324  scholars,  164  males,  160  females. 

An  idea  in  many  places  prevails,  though  we  trust  to  but  a 
limited  extent  m  this  district,  that  teachers  for  Primary  and  In- 
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termediate  schools  can  be  found  almost  anj  where — thai  U^ 
literary  attainments  are  entirely  unnecessary,  and  that  the  tnia- 
ing  of  children  in  their  ecarUer  days  may  be  committed  to  tba 
teacher  of  few  t/ears^  and  of  Utde  (xt  no  experience — ^bnt  obeer> 
vation  has  shown  this  to  be  unwise  and  impolitic.  It  is  here 
that  our  children  lay  the  foundation  of  their  education.  It  is 
A^e.that  we  see  the  embryo  of  the  different  departments  of  so^ 
ciety,  and  it  is  of  all  things  the  most  important  that  they  httve 
C9rrect  training  ^nifcUthftUj  and  well  adapted  instruction,  and 
were  we  compelled  to  abate  from  the  tact  and  skill  of  a  teacher 
from  either  of  these  grades,  whether  from  the  one  into  whose 
presence  the  child  is  first  introduced  into  the  school  room,  ortlie 
one  placed  in  the  school  to  which  the  young  tyro  makes  his  first 
advancement,  we  shonld  be  at  a  loss  to  determine.  It  is  here 
at  this  very  age,  at  this  very  point  in  the  child's  life  that  the 
teachers  leave  the  imprint  of  their  general  character,  upon  the 
youthful  mind — their  principles  of  life, — their  personal  habits 
— their  individual  objects — their  tastes  and  amusements,  and 
their  whole  bearing  and  demeanor,  and  these  have  as  much  to 
do  in  forming  the  spirit  and  shaping  the  destiny  of  their  pupils, 
as  their  more  direct  instructions. 

And  perhaps,  in  this  connection,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
remark  that  parental  infltience  has  much  to  do  with  the  govern- 
ment of  our  schools.  Children  governed  at  home,  are  more 
easily  governed  at  scJiool^  but  whether  governed  at  home  or  not, 
they  should  be  governed  at  school,  for  what  can  we  expect  of 
the  ungovenied  child  ?  of  him  who  learns  in  his  cradle,  and  at 
the  school  to  despise  authority,  but  that  he  will  be  a  despiser  of 
civil  government,  a  believer  in  mobocracy,  a  violator  of  laws, 
and  a  candidate  for  the  State  Prison,  or  the  gallows  ?  The  his- 
tory of  crime  shows,  with  scarcely  an  exception^  that  the  first 
links  in  the  chain  of  evil  are  disregard  oi  family  and  school 
government.  If  a  child  is  corrected  at  school,  let  not  the  parent 
condemn  the  teacher  simply  on  the  testimony  of  the  child.  To 
form  an  opinion  thus  hastily,  would  be  as  unwise  as  for  a  jury 
to  decide  a  case  when  they  had  heard  the  evidence  on  one  aide 
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onlj.  If  a  teacher  ifl  siqjpofled  to  be  on&iihfQl  or  cruel  in  his 
gOTermneDt,  parents  are  under  obligation  to  look  into  the  mat- 
ter. But  there  is  a  proper  way  of  ixmg  it.  Instead  of  pour- 
ing out  Utter  complamts,  in  presence  of  their  children  and  thus 
encouraging  in  them  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  let  them  seek  a 
friendly  interview  with  the  teacher  out  of  school,  and  ascertam 
the  true  state  of  the  case.  In  this  way  most  difficulties  might 
be  adjusted,  and  evils  which  are  large  only  in  the  imagination 
of  the  parent  or  guardian,  would  lose  much  of  their  relative 
proportions,  or  entirely  disappear. 

la  the  several  schools  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  very 
commendable  progress  is  iqpparent  in  Drawing.  This  exercise, 
in  which  children  find  so  much  delight,  and  in  which  they  are 
ever  so  eager  to  engage,  not  only  furnishes  arnimng  employ- 
ment, during  what  might  otherwise  be  c<msidered  tedious  con- 
finement in  the  school  room,  but  it  is  actually  an  accompUeh- 
menty  to  be  sought  by  every  one,  and  tending,  perhaps,  as  much 
to  improve  the  mind,  refine  the  taste  and  shape  the  i$baracter  of 
the  pupil,  as  many  of  their  other  exeroisee,  which  to  children . 
are  naturally  so  dry  and  uninteresting. 

Our  next  grade  in  the  ascending  scale  is  the  Grammar  schooL 
We  have  three  of  these,  the  Bumford,  the  Centre  and  the  Mer- 
rimack, besides  a  mixed  school  at  tiie  Eleven  Lots  (so  called)  of 
86  scholars-*-21  males,  15  females.  In  the  former  of  these^  viz. 
the  Bumford,  much  inconvenience  and  not  a  little  detriment,  to 
the  progress  of  the  school,  has  been  experienced  by  the  change 
of  teachers.  But  whatever  the  damage  for  the  time  being,  we 
hope  that  the  necessity  of  employing  a  female,  as  principal,  may 
inaugurate  a  practice,  which,  in  the  end,  may  prove  both  satifr> 
factory  and  beneficial.  For  while  we  are  restricted  to  a  salary 
of  six  hundred  ddlars,  we  are  unable  to  procure  the  services  of 
a  man  of  any  thing  more  than  medium  capabilities,  while  for 
the  same,  or  evenless,  we  secure  the  services  of.  the  first /ema2e 
talent  in  ihe  country. 

The  number  of  scbobirg  belonpng  to  the.  .Orammar  depart- 
ment is  850—165  malae^  18&  female^  and.  tiiough  we  are  re- 
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luctantly  compeUed  to  announce  the  &ot,  yet  trattl  requires  hb 
to  say,  that  only  50  per  cent,  of  all  who  attend  the  (xrammar 
school  ever  advance  to  the  High  Bchooly  and  of  those  who  do 
enter  J  only  about  three  in  five  completo  their  coarse,  and  recdre 
graduating  honors.  This  shows  with  what  care  we  should  select 
our  Orammar  school  teachers,  that  all  should  be  done  that  can 
posethly  he  done  to  make  these  schools  perfect  and  eomplet^^ 
wanting  in  nothing.  A  teacher  of  a  Grammar  school,  should 
not  only  require  the  pupils  to  be  theoretically  correct  in  the 
analysis  of  every  sentence  contained  in  the  lesson,  from  the 
book  in  which  they  are  reciting,  but  they  should  be  taught  the 
importance  of  correct  language  every  where  and  at  aU  timee^ 
and  the  murdering  of  the  King's  English,  out  of  school  and  in 
common,  ordinary  conversation  should  be  guarded  against  with 
the  greatest  care.  So  also  of  other  branches — such  for  instance 
as  common  Arithmetic.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  pupil  know 
how  to  extract  the  cube  root  of  any  number  by  rule  or  even 
demonstrate  the  process  by  use  of  blocks,  or  to  find  the  last 
term  of  a  Geometrical  series.  The  Grammar  school,  where 
hoyB  especiallt/  complete  their  course  of  study,  and  from  which 
they  go  forth  into  active  business  life,  should  be  practiced  and 
such  knowledge  be  acquired,  as  will  be  of  use  in  the  routine  of 
a  man's  daily  vocation  and  calling.  It  is  said,  and  on  undoubt- 
ed authority,  too,  that  among  several  students  in  one  of  our 
New  England  colleges,  who  had  occasion  to  purchase  a  load  of 
woodj  there  was  but  one  who  knew  how  to  measure  it.  This 
should  be  taught  in  every  Ghrammar  school  and  the  pupil  be  re- 
quired to  actually  place  the  rule  upon  the  load  and  get  Hie  di- 
mensions for  himself.  The  rules  of  Interest,  Discount,  Bank- 
ing and  Insurance  should  be  made  fieuniliar  to  every  pupil,  and 
he  should  be  able  to  give  the  value  of  a  quantity  of  hay,  or  any 
other  commodity  at  a  given  price  per  ton  or  cwt ;  the  value  d 
a  quantity  of  lumber,  at  a  given  price  per  thousand,  or  hundred 
feet,  and  the  thousand  and  one  such  otJier  queetiofie  as  enter  into 
the  bueiness  transactions  of  every  day  life,  and  to  do  it  with  the 
facility  with  which  he  casts  a  column  of  figures  in  simple  addition. 


19 

But  one  of  the  great  hmdrances  to  success  m  our  schools, 
and  one  which  perhaps  more  seriously  retards  their  progress 
than  any  other,  is  the  abBenee  of  scholars  from  school.  Many 
parents  seem  not  to  be  aware,  what  injustice  they  are  domg, 
not  only  to  their  ovm  children^  but  to  the  school  generally,  of 
which  they  are  members.  This  is  an  evil  which  prevails  to  a 
greater  extent  now  than  before  the  war.  The  excitmentoti^^icis 
die  school  room,  and  the  inducements  which  boys  find  to  engage 
in  something  of  a  present  remunerative  nature,  make  it,  per- 
haps, more  difficult  for  parents  to  enforce  Btrict  and  regular  (xtr 
tendance  than  ever  before.  This  is  more  especially  the  case, 
where  the  whole  care  is  entrusted  to  the  mother.  The  only  ef- 
fectual remedy  is  to  avoid  the  beginning  of  evil — ^to  not  allow 
the  first  day's  absence  ;  to  not  even  argue  the  question,  for  when 
we  allow  this,  the  point  is  more  than  half  g£uned  by  the  wary 
scholar.  But  let  the  parent  be  firm,  decided,  fixed — and  how- 
ever tempting  the  few  shillings,  which  may  be  earned  in  attend- 
ing to  the  imaginary  wants  of  the  soldiers,  or  even  the  officers^ 
they  are  nevertheless  purchased  at  an  immense  cost  to  him  who 
earns  them.  But  this  evil  will  continue  until  parents  open  their 
eyes  to  its  magnitude  and  stand  up  in  their  might  and  declare 
its  end  to  be  at  hand. 

An  exkact  from  the  City  Marshal's  report  is  in  point,  and 
deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice :  *'  The  juvenile  portion  of 
the  community  furnish  a  large  amount  of  police  labor.  Com- 
plaints are  made  almost  daily  against  small  children  charging 
them  with  the  commission  of  offences.  To  dispose  of  such  cases 
is  no  easy  matter.  A  want  of  parental  care  and  discipline  is 
one  great  reason  why  such  complaints  are  so  numerous.  Chil- 
dren who  are  allowed  to  absent  themselves  from  school,  and 
spend  their  time  in  roaming  about  the  streets  or  loitering  in  pub- 
lic places  can  hardly  be  expected  to  do  otherwise  than  evil." 

Another  evil,  by  which  our  schools  are  more  or  less  affected 
is  tardiness.  And  what  is  more  strange  than  that  parents, 
whose  faithfulness  and  fidelity  to  their  children  is  so  great,  that 
they  would  even  deny  themselves  many  comforts^  for  the  sake 
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of  adding  to  those  of  their  children,  whose  constant  effi>rt  is  to 
train  them  to  habits  of  respectability  and  virtue,  whose  healAj 
pleasure  and  ease  would  so  readily,  if  required,  be  sacrificed 
for  the  future  prosperity  of  their  ofipring ;  what  more  strange, 
say  we,  than  that  those  very  parents  too  often  mnk  at  this  ctiI 
and  scarcely  account  it  a  thing  worthy  of  note.  But  parents, 
we  say  to  you  beware  ;  consider  what  influences  you  are  brings 
ing  to  bear  upon  these  youthful  minds,  and  ask  yourself  wlut 
more  important  lessons  can  you  teach  your  children  tiiBsi  prompt' 
nees  2did  punctuality y  and  although  it  might  be  gratifying  in  a 
short  winter's  morning  to  indulge  in  a  half  hour's  more  sleep, 
remember  the  adage,  ^^  Time  waits  for  no  man,"  that  the  clock 
in  the  school  room  will  truthfully  tell  the  hour  of  nine,  and  that 
then  and  there  the  presence  of  your  children  is  demanded. 
Require  them  to  feel  that  there  is  a  necessity  laid  upon  them  to 
never  be  late  to  school,  and  this  habit  formed  and  fixed  in  earlv 
life,  will  show  itself  in  maturer  years,  and  through  every  period 
of  a  man's  earthly  existence. 

However  many  the  excellencies  which  attach  to  our  common 
school  system,  we  bespeak  the  day,  and  that  not  very  far  dis- 
tant, when  a  still  deeper  interest  will  be  felt  by  all  our  citizens  for 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our  schools,  when  they  will  be 
talked  of  by  the  masses  with  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  with 
which  we  talk  of  oil  wells,  of  the  fluctuating  price  of  gold,  of 
the  finances  of  the  general  government,  the  politics  of  the  na- 
tion, or  even  the  military  skill  of  Grant  or  Sherman.  For  if  our 
schools  are  not  advanced  nothing  of  importance  unU  be  advoHc- 
ed.  The  foundation  of  all  enterprise  lies  in  them.  What  will 
legislation  avdl,  if  men  do  not  understand  the  nature  and  de- 
sign of  laws  ?  Let  these  institutions  be  watched  over,  protect- 
ed and  advanced,  and  intelligence,  confidence  and  truth  wiU 
each  have  its  healthy  and  powerful  influence.  But  let  our 
schools  be  neglected^  and  we  become  ingulfed  in  a  sea  of  ignor- 
ance, whose  depth  is  beyond  human  computation. 

One  of  the  agreeable  changes  which  have  been  wrought  in 
our  schools,  and  one  to  which  they  owe  much  of  their  success, 
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18  the  doing  away,  to  a  great  extent,  that  terrible  evQ,  whisper- 
ing ;  for  if  there  is  any  one  abomination,  whioh  is  the  embo4i^ 
ment  of  all  other  abandnatiani  connected  with  the  school  zoom, 
this  is  it.  Perhi^  nothing  has  contributed  more  to  this  happy 
resolt,  than  the  improyement  made  in  the  fiimitare  ci  neariy  all 
our  school  rooms,  substituting  nice,  easy  chairs  and  enn^e  desks, 
where  each  scholar  is  free  from  the  interference  of  anoilier,  for 
tiie  long  hard  benches  which  have  heretofore  been  not  only  a 
source  of  much  uneasiness,  but  of  actual  pcdn  and  suffering. 

Another  pleasing  feature,  connectod  with  all  the  di£brent 
grades  of  our  schools,  is  the  progress  which  is  being  xpade  in 
vocal  music.  In  many  cities  no  larger  than  our  own,  a  toacher 
is  employed  to  give  lessons  in  music  to  every  pupil  connected 
with  the  public  schools,  and  we  think  the  time  may  come  when 
the  public  will  demand  the  same  here.  But  until  then,  we  have 
recommended  that  toachers  devote  a  few  mmntes  during  each 
day  to  this  exercise.  Time  and  experience  have  demonstrated 
the  fact,  that  there  are  but  few  cluldren  who  cazmot  learn  to 
eing.  We  feel  more  and  more  assured  every  year,  that  ringing 
is  attended  with  happy  and  beneficial  remits.  As  a  j^ysical 
exercise,  it  tends  to  develope  and  discipline  the  powers  of  the 
voice,  and  is  worthy  of  our  highest  attention.  But  as  a  means 
of  softening  the  boisterous  spirit  of  youth,  and  refining  its  noble 
impulses,  it  deserves  a  far  mare  elevated  rank.  The  marai  ^- 
fectSj  too,  of  smging  are  almost  immeasurable  upon  the  youthful 
mind.  Well,  selected  songs,  set  to  pleasing  and  appropriate 
music,  have  an  eflfect,  not  only  upon  the  national^  but  also  upon 
the  religious  character  of  our  youth,  which  should  not  for  a  mo- 
ment be  lost  sight  of.  Some  wise  man  has  said,  were  I  permit- 
tod  to  make  all  the  ballads^  I  need  not  care  who  should  make 
the  laws  of  a  nation ;  and  what  truer  sentiment  of  Shakespeare 
than  the  following  in  his  Merchant  of  Venice :  ^^  The  man  that 
hath  no  music  in  himself,  nor  is  not  moved  with  concard  of  sw^t 
sounds,  is  fit  for  treasons,  stratagems  and  spoils." 

There  have  been  connected  with  the  High  school  the  past 
year  154  scholars,  62  stales  and  102  females,  and  Although 
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there  have  been  several  changes  among  the  teachers,  still  the 
last  examination  shows  a  higher  state  of  advancement,  and  more 
thorough  discipline,  than  in  any  former  year.  And  it  is  due  to 
the  principal,  Mr.  Henry  E.  Sawyer,  to  say  in  this  connection, 
that  in  a  trial  of  eight  years,  he  proves  to  have  earned  a  repu- 
tation as  a  teacher  of  youth,  second  to/eu^  if  any  in  New  Eng- 
land ;  and  it  is  a  source  of  regret  to  us,  as  doubtiess  it  is  to 
very  many  others  in  our  city,  that  we  have  not  been  enabled  to 
hold  out  inducements  by  which  to  continue  his  services  for  long 
years  to  come. 

The  general  health  of  the  pupils  connected  with  this  school, 
we  are  happy  to  say,  is  surprisingly  good,  and  it  is  but  just  to 
remark,  that  in  no  small  degree  do  we  think  this  attributable  to 
the  daily  exercises  in  Gymnastics,  and  we  would  recommend 
that  all  parents,  who,  heretofore  have  had  misgivings  in  regard 
to  these  exercises,  would  look  in  upon  this  school,  carefuUy  ex- 
amine the  healthy  tone  of  its  pupils,  their  erect  poHtiony  their 
broad  and  expanding  chests  j  as  well  as  the  pleasing  glow  of 
beauty  in  their  countenances,  and  then,  upon  such  survey  decide 
the  question  as  to  the  utility  of  these  exercises.  As  a  whole 
we  consider  it  the  boast  and  pride  of  our  city,  and  trust  that 
such  liberal  appropriations  will  be  made  for  the  support  of  not 
only  this,  but  of  all  the  other  grades  of  schools,  that  we  shall 
be  unrivalled  m  educational  advantages  by  any  town  or  city  in 
the  entire  Union. 

The  number  of  scholars  belongiug  to  all  the  difTereut  schools 
in  Union  District  is  1760 — 840  males  and  910  females  ;  and 
the  amount  of  money  expended  m  their  support  the  past  year  is 
$10530.94,  being  a  fraction  over  $6  for  each  scholar. 

The  amount  necessary  to  be  raised  the  coming  year  will,  if 
required,  be  laid  before  you  in  detail.  This  must  be  largely  in 
excess  of  any  former  year,  for  nothing  is  more  apparent  than 
that  while  the  expense  of  living  is  more  than  doubled,  we  might 
say  almost  quadrupled  during  the  last  few  years,  the  price  of 
labor  will  inevitably  increase  in  nearly  a  corresponding  ratio. 

In  closmg  this  report  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  omit  the  one 
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topic,  BO  long  aad  so  largely  dwelt  upon  in  fonner  roports,  not 
only  in  tioB  but  in  other  placet,  viz.,  old  and  dilapidated  Bohod 
houses.  Let  va  congratulate  ourselres  with  the  thought,  that 
our  school  houses  with  but  one  or  two  exceptions  are  in  kee|ung 
with  the  times,  convenient,  toBty  and  highly  ornamental,  and  by 
contmued  and  earnest  efforts  in  this  line  of  direction,  our  city 
is  destined  at  no  very  distant  day  to  become  the  Athens  of  all 
northern  New  Engkmd. 

ASA  FOWLER,  V 
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A  Resolution  authorizing  the  printing  of  the  Annual  School 
Reports : 

Resolved  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Concord^  (U 
follows :  That  the  City  Clerk  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
procure  the  printing  of  the  Annual  School  Reports,  not  exceed- 
ing the  number  of  eight  hundred  copies,  for  the  year  1865  ;  the 
same  to  be  distributed  among  the  citizens  of  Concord. 

Attest :  C.  F.  Stewart,  City  Clerk. 

April  7th,  1866.     Passed. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


In  presenting  their  report,  the  Superintending  Committee, 
having  in  charge  the  eighteen  districts  lying  outside  of  the 
Union  District  in  this  city,  would  make  a  remark  or  two  in  re- 
spect to  their  teachers. 

The  whole  number  of  diflferent  teachers  employed  during  the 
year  is  24  ;  males  3,  females  21.  In  making  choice  of  teachers 
your  committee  have  endeavored  to  secure  the  services  of  those 
who  possessed  not  only  the  necessary  literary  and  moral  quali- 
fications for  teaching,  but  those  who  are  "  apt  to  teach,"  and 
love  to  teach.  Teaching  the  young  and  the  rising  generation 
should  not  be  committed  to  the  hands  of  those  who  have  no 
other  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  taught  than  the  dollars  and 
cents  they  receive  for  their  services.  A  person  who  does  not 
love  the  young,  love  their  company,  love  their  sports,  and  love 
to  take  them  by  the  hand  and  kindly  lead  them  along  the  path 
of  knowledge  and  of  virtue,  is  not  fit  for  a  teacher,  and  should 
not  be  so  employed.  If  any  such  persons  are  thus  employed^ 
the  sooner  they  quit  the  business  of  teaching  the  better  it  will 
be  for  them,  and  for  our  schools  also.  Your  committee  are 
happy  to  say  that  nearly  all  the  teachers  employed  have  had 
several  terms  and  some  of  them  years  of  experience  in  teach- 
ing. In  one  or  more  districts  new  beginners  have  been  em- 
ployed, but  they  have  begun  well  and  succeeded  well  thus  far, 
and  when  advice,  encouragement,  "  aid  and  comfort,"  were 
needed,  your  committee  have  promptly  and  freely  given  it  to 
both  teachers  and  scholars.    The  committee  hayedv&^^'^^x^Xs^ 


very  few  defects  in  the  government  of  the  schools  or  the  man- 
ner of  instruction.  In  a  very  few  instances  a  little  more  energy 
and  decision  of  character  might  have  been  useful,  but  it  is 
practice  that  makes  perfect.  Your  committee  feel  justified  in 
the  assertion  that  the  teachers  they  have  employed  have  done 
their  work  well.  They  have  all  manifested  a  commendable 
degree  of  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  scholars  and  have 
labored  hard  for  their  prosperity.  If  the  same  degree  of  in- 
terest in  the  success  of  our  schools  was  felt  and  manifested  by 
parents  and  scholars  as  most  of  our  teachers  have  shown,  com- 
plaints in  respect  to  our  school  would  be  few  and  far  between. 
Then  good  school  houses,  with  all  articles  necessary  for  the  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  teachers  and  scholars,  would  be  found 
in  every  district  through  our  land.  Then  scholars  would  be 
better  furnished  with  suitable  books  and  materials  for  use  in 
school  than  many  now  are.  Then  parents  would  often  be  in 
their  schools  and  they  would  see  and  learn  for  themselves  what 
were  the  defects  (if  any)  and  how  they  could  be  remedied,  and 
what  were  the  excellencies  and  how  they  should  be  sustained 
and  encouraged.  Then  too  would  the  numerous  columns  and 
blanks  in  our  school  registers  to  be  filled  up  with  tardy  marks, 
absences,  dismissals  and  delinquencies  of  varions  kinds,  remain 
entire  blanks  or  be  very  poorly  filled.  Indeed  your  committee 
feel  that  there  is  a  vastly  greater  responsibility  resting  upon 
parents  in  regard  to  the  character  and  success  of  their  schools 
than  they  have  ever  felt  or  shown.  Many  parents  never  visit 
their  school  at  all.  They  know  nothing  from  personal  observa- 
tion of  the  skill  of  the  teacher  in  the  government  or  instruction 
of  the  school.  They  know  nothing  of  the  deportment  of  their 
own  or  other  scholars  in  school.  Nothing  of  their  habits  in  re- 
spect to  study  and  the  real  progress  they  are  making  in  their 
studies.  If  they  can  get  their  children  out  of  their  way  for  a 
few  hours  each  day  they  appear  quite  satisfied,  and  are  willing 
to  pay  a  trifling  sum  for  some  one  to  take  charge  of  them.  But 
though  we  thus  speak,  we  think  and  believe  there  is  some  pro- 
gress with  many  parents  in  the  right  direction  in  this  respect, 
and  we  trust  the  time  is  not  fur  distant  when  not  only  parents, 


but  the  friends  of  education  generally  will  feel  and  manifest  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  prosperity  and  success  of  our  common 
schools. 

District  No.  1. 

Teachers,  Mrs.  Etta  C.  Bennett,  and  Henry  R.  Whidden. 
The  Summer  Term  was  all  that  could  be  expected,  and  the  pro- 
gress made  was  very  creditable  to  the  teacher  and  scholars. 

The  Winter  Term  did  not  sustain  its  good  reputation,  owing 
doubtless,  to  various  causes.  At  its  commenpement,  circum- 
stances, beyond  the  control  of  the  teacher  and  Superintendent, 
combined  with  an  unfavorable  state  of  feeling  among  the  parents, 
producing  almost  a  failure.  However  there  was  great  improve- 
ment in  the  last  half  of  the  school,  and  the  closing  examination 
was  quite  satisfactory.  R. 

District  No.  2. 

This  district  succeeded  in  sustaining  its  good  reputation  of 
last  year.  Both  terms  were  under  the  instruction  of  Miss 
Abie  B.  Scales,  who  proved  herself  a  faithful  and  efficient 
teacher.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  Prudential  Committee  for 
his  success  and  good  management.  B. 

District  No.  4, 

Was  under  the  instruction  of  Mrs.  Loretta  S.  Mason,  in 
Summer,  and  Daniel  L.  Straw,  in  Winter  Term.  This  school 
showed  a  decided  improvement  over  last  year.  The  Summer 
Term  under  Mrs.  Mason  was  truly  a  model  school,  and  she  prov- 
ed herself  a  ^r«^  c^a^^  teacher.  The  parents  should  see  that 
the  school  takes  no  backward  step  the  coming  season.  r. 
Districts  No.  5  and  6. 

Both  schools  were  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Ellen  A. 
Reed,  with  the  exception  of  the  Winter  Term  in  District  No  6, 
which  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Joseph  G.  Cleavland, 
These  schools  now  rank  among  our  best  schools.  Parents  mani- 
fest a  commendable  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children. 

District  No.  7. 
The  Summer  Term  of  this  school  was  kept  byMx^.^^^Jut^xbA^ 
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Webster.  Mrs.  Webster  is  an  experienced  and  saccessfol 
teacher.  The  district  and  the  committee  were  so  well  satisfied 
with  the  government  and  success  in  the  school  that  they  would 
gladly  have  retwned  her  services  for  the  Winter  Term,  but 
engagements  of  a  more  domestic  character  deprived  them  of  this 
privilege  and  pleasure.  She  however  introduced  an  excellent 
substitute  in  the  person  of  Miss  Martha  S.  Moore,  of  Clare- 
mont,  whose  skill  and  success  in  teaching  appeared  to  advan- 
tage at  the  closing  examination  of  the  school.  It  was  gratify- 
ing to  see  a  good  number  of  the  parents  and  others  present  on 
that  occasion.  B. 

District  No.  8. 

Miss  Abbie  A.  Flint  was  the  teacher  in  this  district  daring 
the  year.  This  is  her  first  experience  in  teaching.  She  is  a 
regular  graduate  of  the  High  School  in  this  city,  and  in  scholar- 
ship is  well  prepared  for  teaching  in  any  of  our  schools.  In 
numbers  this  is  one  of  the  largest  of  our  outside  schools.  Many 
of  the  scholars  are  small  and  are  not  punctual  in  their  attend- 
ance, as  311  tardy  marks  abundantly  show.  This  can  and 
should  be  remedied  by  the  parents.  Some  are  inclined  to  be 
dilatory  and  uneasy  in  school,  which  not  only  greatly  retards 
the  progress  of  the  school  but  tries  the  patience  and  renders  the 
service  of  the  teacher  hard  and  less  successful.  The  examina- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  school  showed  that  the  teacher  had 
spared  no  pains  to  drill  her  scholars  thoroughly  in  the  studies 
pursued,  and  with  but  very  few  exceptions  success  had  reward- 
ed her  efforts.  In  reading  and  spelling,  a  very  pleasing  pro- 
gress had  been  made.  The  recitations  in  geography  were 
generally  very  prompt,  correct,  and  appeared  to  be  understood. 
If  parents  and  scholars  will  work  as  hard  to  make  the  school 
what  it  is  capable  of  becoming,  as  the  teacher  did,  this  school 
will  soon  stand  among  the  best  of  our  common  schools.        b. 

District  No.  12. 
Teacher,  Summer  Term,  ^Sasa  H.  E.  Wales.    This  lady  ii 
an  experienced  and  faithful  teacher  and  labored  hard  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  school,  but  owing  to  previous  idle  haUte 


and  a  want  of  cooperation  on  the  part  of  parents  and  friends 
the  examination  at  the  close  of  the  term  gave  evidence  of  par- 
tial success.  The  Fall  Term  was  commenced  by  Miss  Melville. 
In  consequence  of  sickness  of  the  teacher  it  was  given  up. 
Miss  Sarah  T.  Hook  had  charge  of  the  school  in  the  Winter 
Term,  and  is  an  efficient  teacher.  The  examination  at  the  close 
was  all  that  could  be  expected,  considering  the  great  irregulari- 
ty of  attendance  on  account  of  sickness  among  the  scholars. 
The  character  of  the  school  has  improved  in  the  last  year,  and 
parents  should  see  that  the  teacher  has  the  hearty  cooperation  of 
the  district  to  enforce  proper  discipline.  c. 

District  No.  13. 

The  Summer  and  Winter  Terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by 
Miss  Esther  P.  Coffin,  who  labored  with  great  perseverance  and 
energy  for  the  improvement  of  her  pupils.  The  examinations 
were  commendable,  showing  that  the  labors  of  the  teacher  were 
in  a  good  measure  successful.  The  character  of  this  school  has 
improved  in  a  very  marked  degree  under  the  charge  of  Miss 
Coffin.  The  increase  of  School  Districts  in  past  years  by  divid- 
ing has  in  most  instances  proved  a  very  serious  injury  to  the 
educational  interests  of  all  concerned.  It  seeins  very  desirable 
that  the  best  meaa^  should  be  used  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an 
object  as  the  mental,  moral  and  physical  improvement  of  child- 
ren. It  is  the  impression  of  your  committee  that  the  very  first 
step  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  Districts  No.  13  and  21,  in  the 
right  direction,  will  be  a  union  of  the  two  into  one.  We  are 
of  the  opinion  that  such  a  union  will  result  in  the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number,  and  recommend  that  the  two  Districts 
take  immediate  action  to  bring  about  so  desirable  a  result,  c. 

District  No.  14. 
This  school,  as  usual,  has  been  prosperous  and  successful  the 
past  year.  The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Agnes  M. 
Melville.  The  progress  of  the  school  was  marked,  and  gave 
very  general  satisfaction.  The  Fall  Term  was  taught  by  Miss 
S.  T.  Hook.  The  teacher  seemed  to  have  labored  faithfully  and 
with  good  success.  ^* 


District  No.  15. 

Teachers,  Miss  Sanders  and  Miss  S.  T.  Eimbalh  This 
school  has  been  very  successful,  particularly  during  the  closing 
term.  The  final  examination  showed  that  in  strictness  of  disci- 
pline, promptness  and  clearness  of  expression,  it  was  a  credit  to 
the  district. 

District  No.  16. 

This  school  containing  only  five  or  six  scholars,  has  been  un- 
der the  instruction  of  Miss  Sarah  F.  Holmes,  a  well  qualified 
young  lady  belonging  to  the  district.  This  district  very  much 
needs  a  bettor  school  house  than  it  has,  and  it  would  be  a  very 
great  credit  to  the  district,  as  well  as  comfort  to  the  school  if  a 
respectable  house  was  provided.  Who  could  blame  a  teacher 
for  not  wanting  to  subject  herself  and  her  scholars  to  the  incon- 
veniences and  discomforts  of  such  an  apology  (and  poor  at  that) 
as  is  the  so-called  school  house  in  this  district.  If  the  worthy 
teacher  should  happen  to  have  a  loudi^r  call  from  some  other 
person  or  people,  no  one  ought  to  complain  if  she  accepts  it. 

B. 

District  No.  18. 

This  district  has  had  three  terms  during  the  year.  Miss 
Eliza  G.  Wallace,  taught  the  two  Summer  Terms  and  succeeded 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  district  and  of  the  committee.  Miss 
Emily  A.  Hoyt  taught  the  Winter  Term,  and  the  closing  ex- 
amination gave  proof  that  the  school  had  not  been  idle  during 
the  term.  This  school  should  be  better  supplied  with  books  and 
maps,  and  some  other  articles  which  would  contribute  very  much 
to  the  convenience  and  the  success  of  both  teachers  and  scholars. 
Nothing  is  lost,  and  much  is  gained,  by  having  the  school  house 
well  furnished  with  all  the  materials  used  in  school.  b. 

District  No.  19. 

Miss  Helen  S.  Locke  has  had  charge  of  this  school  for  the 
past  two  years,  and  has  given  very  general  satisfaction.  Parents 
in  this  district  should  see  that  proper  discipline  is  enforced  in 
their  school.  0. 
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District  No,  21. 

The  Summer  Term  was  taught  by  Miss  S,  T.  Kimball.  Miss 
Kimball  has  experience  and  qualifications  requisite  in  a  good 
teacher.  The  discipline  of  the  school  has  improved  and  the 
closing  examination  was  very  commendable.  The  Winter  Term 
was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Call,  who  labored  with  fair  suc- 
cess.- 0. 
District  No.  22. 

Miss  H.  K.  Wales  had  charge  of  this  school  during  the  first 
term,  and  labored  faithfully  .and  with  good  success.  The  Winter 
Term  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  D.  Gale.  Miss  Gale  proved 
herself  to  be  a  very  laborious,  efiicient  and  successful  teacher. 
The  discipline  of  this  school  has  been  of  a  superior  order  and 
the  progress  made,  in  all  the  branches  taught,  very  creditable  to 
teacher  and  pupils.  The  closmg  examination  gave  evidence  of 
thoroughness  in  all  branches  gone  over.  The  school  house  in 
this  district  is  a  public  nuisance  and  should  be  abated.  The 
comfort  and  improvement  of  the  children  imperatively  demand 
a  new  house. 

District  No.  23. 

This  district  furnishes  only  one  scholar  from  Concord,  all  the 
other  scholars  belonging  to  District  No.  1,  in  Bow.  The  school 
has  been  kept  through  the  Summer  and  Winter  Terms,  and  the 
examination  gave  evidence  of  the  faithfulness  of  the  teacher  and 
diligence  of  the  scholars.  The  school  house  needs  to  be  re- 
paired, and  should  be  by  all  means  before  another  winter.  A 
school  cannot  be  successful  unless  it  is  comfortable.  B. 

District  No.  ^24. 

This  school  is  composed  of  about  an  equal  number  of  scholars 
from  Concord  and  Hopkinton.  Miss  Lizzie  E.  Smart,  well 
qualified  for  her  work  and  loved  it,  was  the  successful  teacher 
for  the  Summer  Term.  Immediately  after  the  close  of  her 
school  she  was  prostrated  by  disease,  and  in  a  few  days  was 
removed  by  death.  She  was  highly  respected,  loved  and  la- 
mented.   The  Winter  Term  was  kept  by  Miss  EUen  H.  8«x^\iX.«k 
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of  Hopkinton,  who  succeeded  in  giving  general  satisfaction  to 
the  district  and  to  the  committee.  B. 

ABIEL  ROLFE,       )    „        .  ,     ,. 
JOHN  B.  CURTIS,       S'^P^rmternhny 

AMASA  BROWN,    J       <-''»«"««*«'• 


SCHOOL  REPOET  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  this  District  do 
respectfully  submit  this  their  annual  report. 

It  gives  us  great  j>lea8ure  to  announce  that  the  schools  in  this 
District  have  fully  maintained  their  usual  prosperity  and  useful- 
ness during  the  past  year.  No  cases  of  difficulty  or  dereliction 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  have  occurred  requiring  the 
action  of  the  committee  to  settle,  and  the  teachers  have  sus- 
tained themselves  in  a  very  creditable  manner,  and  with  great 
usefulness  to  their  pupils.  The  only  serious  fault  that  we 
noticed  was  tardiness  on  the  part  of  the  scholars  in  the  higher 
department,  and  it  must  be  a  matter  of  regret  to  the  teacher, 
as  it  certainly  was  to  the  committee,  that  the  number  of  cases 
was  unusually  large  the  past  winter.  There  ought  to  be  a 
determination  on  the  part  of  parents  to  see  that  their  scholars 
are  punctual  at  school ;  unless  this  is  done  the  school  will  never 
attain  that  high  standard  of  education  that  it  otherwise  would 
do.  The  schools  in  this  district  have  been  in  session  thirty 
weeks.  This  time  has  been  divided  into  three  terms.  The 
higher  department  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Hattie 
C.  LeBosquet,  who  possessed  a  happy  faculty  of  imparting  in- 
struction and  maintaining  disciplme,  two  of  the  great  essentials 
for  a  successful  school.  Kind  and  considerate  in  her  bearing 
toward  her  scholars^  she  governed  them  much  better  than  by 
blows  or  harsh  treatment.    The  closing  tenn  in  this  depart- 
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ment  showed  to  a  large  number  of  parents  and  others,  that  the 
year  had  been  "well  employed. 

The  primary  department  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Miss 
Anna  M.  Chase,  for  nine  successive  terms.  Miss  C.  is  emi- 
nently qualified  to  teach  such  a  school  as  this.  The  same 
earnestness  and  fidelity  which  have  heretofore  characterized  her 
efforts  as  a  teacher,  were  manifest  in  this  school  the  past  year. 
A  warm  attachment  exists  between  teacher  and  scholars,  much 
to  the  credit  of  the  school.  At  the  closing  terms  of  the  schools 
remarks  were  made  by  Rev.  A.  P.  Tenney,  Simeon  Abbott  ^ 
Esq.,  and  Maj.  E.  T.  Rowell,  all  of  which  were  highly  compli 
mentary  to  teachers  and  scholars. 

In  conclusion  we  would  ask  the  parents  who  have  the  welfare 
of  their  children  at  heart  to  use  their  influence  in  again  procur- 
ing the  services  of  these  pious  and  fcuthful  teachers. 
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Most  respectfully  submitted, 
J.  D.  KNIGHT, 
M.  H.  FARNUM, 
STEPHEN  CARLTON, 

.  Superintending  Sehool  Committee. 


SCHOOL  EEPOET  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  20. 


Your  Committee  have  endeavored  to  discharge  their  duties  as 
such,  according  to  their  best  ability,  with  the  conviction  that 
they  were  acting  under  no  ordinary  responsibility.  Three 
schools  have  been  kept  during  the  Summer  and  Winter  Terms, 
in  three  grades,  according  to  the  age  and  attdnments  of  the 
pupils,  denominated  the  Primary,  Intermediate  and  Chrammar 
Schools. 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  who  have  attended  the  three 
departments  the  past  year  is  226,  of  whom  106  were  males 
and  120  females.  The  amount  of  money  appropriated  by  this 
District  being  §594.50  gives  $2.63  to  each  scholar  who  has 
attended  the  schools.  The  average  attendance  for  the  year  has 
been  136.  The  average  attendance  in  each  of  the  three  schools 
has  been  45.  The  registers  of  the  Teachers  present  514 
marks  for  tardiness  among  the  pupils,  which  is  a  great  annoy- 
ance at  the  opening  of  the  schools  and  ought  to  be  rectified. 
The  absences  on  days  and  half  days  have  been  so  great  that 
only  78  per  cent,  of  the  average  number  have  regularly  attend- 
ed. Making  due  abatement  for  sickness  and  other  contingen- 
cies, still  the  registers  show  a  sad  delinquency  in  this  matter, 
which  ought  forthwith  to  find  a  remedy. 

Miss  Susan  W.  Moore  was  the  teacher  of  the  Primary 
School,  both  the  Summer  and  the  Winter  terms,  and  maintained 
the  good  reputation  heretofore  acquired,  as  a  thorough  and 
faithful  teacher,  agreeable  in  her  discipline,  and  happy  in  her 
general  training  of  young.  She  has  now  been  employed  in  this 
school  six  terms,  a  testimony  of  her  good  success. 

The  Summer  Term  of  the  Intermediate  School  was  kept  by 
Miss  Caroline  Farr.  She  manifested  a  good  degree  of  energy 
and  vivacity  in  maintaining  order  and  in  teaching,  and  a  com- 
mendable improvement  appears  to  have  been  made  by  the  pupils. 
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The  Summer  Term  of  the  Grammar  School  was  under  the 
charge  of  Miss  Clara  R.  Smith.  It  was  well  conducted  and 
gave  general  satisfaction  in  regard  to  thorough  teaching  and  in 
discipline. 

The  Winter  Intermediate  School  was  kept  bj  Miss  Nellie  M. 
Melville.  Good  order  appears  to  have  been  maintained  and  a 
general  improvement  was  manifested  among  the  pupils. 

The  teacher  of  the  Winter  Grammar  School  was  Mr.  Emory 
A.  Howard,  who  was  laborious  in  his  endeavors  to  maintain 
good  discipline  and  to  discharge  his  duties  faithfully,  and  the 
scholars  generally  appear  to  have  made  good  proficiency  in  their 
studies. 

A  careful  inspection  of  the  Registers,  kept  by  the  teachers, 
and  the  knowledge  from  other  sources,  acquired  by  your  Com- 
mittee, produce  in  them  the  conviction  that  there  is  yet  room 
for  large  improvement  in  our  schools,  and  in  the  use  of  funds 
appropriated  to  their  support.  Great  care  and  good  judgment 
are  required  in  order  to  expend  school  money  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. Parents  and  guardians  can  do  very  much  to  aid  the 
teacher  in  discipline  and  in  making  the  school  profitable.  They 
can,  in  a  good  measure,  prevent  tardiness  and  absences,  and 
secure  punctuality  and  regular  attendance.  They  can  siake 
the  management  of  a  school  easy  or  difficult,  and  in  various 
ways  greatly  encourage  or  discourage  a  teacher.  "  There  are 
three  elements  essential  to  a  good  school,  viz.,  a  competent 
teacher,  dutiful  scholars,  and  parents  ready  to  cooperate  with 
the  teacher."  It  is  believed  to  be  a  fact  that  there  are  not  less 
than  half  a  dozen  who  wish  to  be  teachers,  to  every  school  in 
New  Hampshire,  and  who,  in  their  own  judgment,  are  compe- 
tent to  be  employed  as  such.  But  no  little  caution  and  judg- 
ment is  required  in  selecting  from  tiiis  number  such  as  are  well 
qualified  for  the  business,  who  are  apt  to  teach,  of  good  tem- 
per, familiar  with  the  branches  taught,  and  who  love  their  em- 
ployment, all  of  which  are  very  essential  to  constitute  a  good 
teacher.  Our  visits  to  the  schools  as  your  Committee  have,  in 
all,  been  34,  making  an  average  of  more  than  five  visits  during 
a  term  to  each  school.    In  the  meantime,  it  baa  b^^xi  qnxx  v^* 
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pose  to  aid,  encourage,  and  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
teachers  in  their  labors,  and  to  do  what  we  could  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  all  the  scholars  and  the  interests  of  the  District. 

Primabt  School. 

Wages  of  teacher  $22.00  per  month  including  board. 
Second  Term,  «  «  «  " 

Whole  attendance  first  term,  68  ;  average,  57. 
Second  Term,  62 ;  average,  51. 

Int£rmbdiatb  School. 

Wages  of  teacher,  $24.00  per  month  including  board. 
Second  Term,  $26.00  "  "  " 

Whole  attendance  first  term,  65 ;  average,  41. 
Second  Term,  65  ;  average,  40. 

Grammar  School. 

Wages  of  teacher,  $26.00  per  month,  including  board. 
Second  Term,  $47.50  «  "  « 

Whole  attendance  first  term,  46  ;  average,  39. 
Second  Term,  62  ;  average,  44. 

The  length  of  the  Summer  Term  was  11  3-5  weeks  in  each 
schogl.     Winter  term  each,  11  2-5  weeks. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  WM.  FISKE, 
H.  DEWEY  WHITE, 
Superintending  School  Committee  of  Wctrd  1. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOARD   OF    EDUCATION. 


The  Board  of  Education  of  Union  School  District  respect- 
fully present  this,  their  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  condition 
of'  schools  under  their  charge. 

There  have  been  during  the  year  in  successful  operation  for 
thirty-eight  weeks,  twenty-five  schools,  an  increase  of  two  on 
preceding  years,  viz.,  one  High  School,  three  Grammar,  six 
Intermediate,  thirteen  Primary,  and  two  Mixed  Schools.  These 
have  been  taught  by  the  following  teachers  : 

High  School.  Mr.  Moses  Woolson,  Principal,  Miss  S,  E. 
Blair  and  Miss  E.  J.  Sherman,  Assistants. 

Grammar  Schools.  Miss  Mary  A.  Eaton,  Miss  Mary  0. 
Carter,  Miss  Lucy  R.  Hill,  Mrs.  R.  Akerman,  Miss  S.  Augusta 
Gerrish,  Miss  Julia  Jones  and  Miss  Netta  C.  Davis. 

Intermediate  Schools^  Miss  D.  E.  Hill,  Miss  S.  F.  Emery, 
Miss  M.  E.  Hoag,  Miss  E.  F.  Ordway,  Miss  S.  A.  Johnson » 
Miss  E.  H.  Morgan,  Miss  H.  M.  Putney,  Mrs.  P.  L.  Bowen. 

Primary  Schools.  Miss  H.  McG.  Ayres,  Miss  M.  E.  Hoag, 
Miss  E.  J.  Day,  Miss  S.  S.  Day,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett,  Miss 
S.  R.  Moulton,  Miss  Susan  V.  Prescott,  Miss  A.  M.  Nutter, 
Miss  Isabella  Nutter,  Miss  N.  J.  Evans,  Miss  Clara  Batchelder, 
Miss  Hannah  E.  Bell,  Miss  Mary  D.  Hart,  Miss  A.  A.  Prescott, 
Miss  Emma  Sanborn,  Miss  Anna  E.  Shute,  Miss  M.  A.  Green, 
and  Miss  M.  E.  Andrews. 

Mixed  Schools.  Miss  Josie  Sleeper,  Miss  J.  M.  Johnson, 
and  Miss  Addie  Munroe. 

Teacher  of  Music.    B.  B.  Davis. 

Teacher  of  Oymnastics.    AGss  H.  M.  Wellman. 
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The  salaries  of  the  teachers  as  established  by  the  Board  for 
the  past  year  are  as  follows : 

Principal  of  High  School,  $1500 

Assistants        "  "    first  year,  450 

"  "  "    second  year,  500 

Principals  of  Grammar  Schools,  first  year,  450 

"  "  "        second  year,  500 

Assistants  "  "        first  year,  375 

"  "  "        second  year,  400 

Intermediate  Schools,  first  year,  325 

"  "        second  year,  350 

First  Primary  and  Mixed  Schools,  300 

Lower  Primary,  275 

When  the  teachers  leave  before  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
Board  determined  that  those  teachers  whose  annual  salaries 
were  $275  per  year,  should  be  paid  $6.50  per  each  school  week 
kept,  for  the  fractional  part  of  the  year  ;  those  whose  salaries 
are  $300  should  be  paid  $7.00  per  week  ;  Intermediate  teachers 
$7.50  per  week ;  Grammar  Assistants  $8.50  per  week  ;  Gram- 
mar Principals,  $10  per  week ;  High  School  Assistants,  $10,50 
per  week. 

During  the  past  year  one  new  school  house  has  been  built  at 
the  comer  of  Franklin  and  Walnut  streets.  One  primary 
school  has  been  opened  in  it,  materially  relieving  the  pressure 
that  existed  prior  thereto  in  the  schools  at  the  north  end.  There 
is  another  room  in  the  building,  as  yet  unoccupied,  which  will 
probably  be  filled  at  no  distant  day.  Another  additional  school 
has  been  opened  in  the  Ward  House  of  Ward  6,  on  State  street, 
which  was  imperatively  demanded  by  the  condition  of  the  Myrtle 
Street  Primary,  which  could  be  relieved  in  no  other  way.  The 
extra  room  of  the  Bow  Brook  house  still  remains  unoccupied,  to 
be  filled  whenever  population  increases  in*  that  direction  so  as  to 
demand  it.  The  District  seems  for  the  present  to  have  the 
requisite  accommodation  for  the  scholars  in  its  limits. 

The  number  of  scholars  in  the  several  schools  for  the  past  year 
has  been  as  follows : 
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Schools.  Boys.        Girls.     Total.  Arerage. 

North  End  Primary 52 35 87 64 

Merrimack  Primary. 80 35 65 41 

Union  Street  Primary,  First  Division 28 89 67 48 

Union  Street  Primary,  Second  Division 29 38 67 43 

Franklin  Street  Primary 28 32 60 41 

Centre  Primary 29 52 81 49 

Spring  Street  Primary,  First  Division ^.84 43 77 46 

Spring  Street  Primary,  Second  Division 88 33 71 47 

Myrtle  Street  Primary 44 31   ....  75 61 

State  Street  Primary 19 14 33 ..25 

Bumford  Primary 30 42 72 42 

South  End,  First  Division 82 52 84 59 

South  End,  Second  Division 34 29 63. ....  .88 

North  End  Intermediate 30 26. ...  .56 41 

Merrimack  Intermediate. . . .' 25 27 52 47 

Centre  Intermediate 40 30 70 55 

Myrtle  Street  Intermediate 35 35 70 42 

Bumford  Intermediate 44 27 71 49 

South  End  Intermediate 89 24 63 46 

Merrimack  Grammar 56 68. ....  124 90 

Centre  Grammar 53 59 112 91 

Bumford  Grammar. 57 74 131   89 

High  School 46 99 145 100 

Eleven  Lots  School,  Mixed. 25 22 47 25 

Bow  Brook  School,  Mixed .80 30 60 S4 

Total 907  996        1903        1313 

The  amount  of  money  expended  daring  the  year  is  $14,478.- 
22,  being  an  average  of  about  $7.61  per  year  for  each  scholar^ 
or  a  fraction  over  20  cents  per  week  for  each  scholar. 

The  various  schools  of  the  district  have  been  taught  for  the 
past  year  with  very  gratifying  results.  A  steady  improvement 
in  their  character  is  visible,  as  a  survey  of  the  year  calls  for  a 
comparison  of  what  has  been  accomplished.  They  may  not  in- 
deed, all  manifest  an  equal  degree  of  improvement,  or  an  equal- 
ly high  standard  of  excellence.  'SiSl  we  can  cast  all  the  schol- 
ars in  one  mould,  this  result  cannot  be  attamed.  While  there 
is  a  difference  m  the  home  influences,  we  must  expect  a  differ- 
ence in  the  b^ys  and  girls. 

The  teachers  can  accomplish  a  great  deal  in  the  diminution  of 
bad  habits  and  vicious  inclinations,  but  they  cannot  so  far  aver- 
come  the  subtle  influence  of  domestio  training  aa  to  ^c?qs^  ^^ 
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entire  uniformity.  They  may  insist  on  cleanliness  and  tidinea 
in  the  school  room,  but  if  the  parents  of  a.majoritj  of  their 
scholars  are  careless  in  these  respects,  there  will  be  at  least  only 
a  partial  success  in  the  results  of  their  discipline.  What  is 
true  of  neatness,  is  true  of  other  habits,  physical  and  inteUee- 
tual,  and  often  painfully  affects  the  character  of  a  school.  When 
on  the  other  hand  the  home  influences  inculcate  good  habits,  the 
results  which  are  so  laboriously  sought  for  in  vain  in  some 
schools  are  attained  in  others  without  effort,  and  contribute  great- 
ly to  a  teacher's  success. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  generous  increase  that  ihe  Board 
were  enabled,  by  the  liberal  sum  voted  'by  the  District,  in  adfr 
tion  to  the  amount  raised  by  the  city,  to  make  to  the  pay  of  the 
teachers,  they  have  yet  been  embarrassed  by  the  fact  that  mwiy 
cities  in  Massachusetts  pay  even  larger  salaries.  This  in  itself 
would  perhaps  make  no  great  difference,  were  it  not  that  the 
superintendents  of  schools  in  some  of  those  cities  have  learned 
that  good  teachers  may  be  found  within  our  limits,  and  in  case 
of  a  vacancy  visit  us  with  a  view  of  inducing  a  change  of  resi- 
dence on  the  part  of  our  teachers.  In  fact  our  schools  are  but 
a  stepping  stone  for  skillful  teachers  to  positions  of  greater  pe- 
cuniary importance  in  the  large  cities  of  our  sister  common- 
wealth. This  practice,  though  highly  complimentary  to  the 
character  of  our  schools,  is  exceedingly  inconvenient.  In  view, 
however,  of  the  burdens  already  imposed  upon  the  tax-payers, 
the  Board  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  propose  at  the  present  tune, 
the  only  remedy  therefor,  a  further  increase  of  salary. 

The  new  High  School  House  has  now  been  in  use  for  two 
entire  years,  and  it  will  hardly  be  deemed  improper  to  state  that 
it  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed. 
The  location  is  found  to  be  without  the  objections  that  were 
urged  agunst  it,  the  cellar  being  at  all  times  free  from  damp. 
The  rooms  are  large  and  well  furnished,  while  the  ventilation  is 
all  that  could  be  desired^  The  District  may  well  be  proud  of 
the  house. 

The  High  School  itself  deserves  more  than  a  mere  passing 
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notice.  Good  progress  has-  been  made  in  all  the  classes,  while 
the  discipline  of  the  school  has  never  been  better.  The  teachers 
have  been  untiring  in  their  exertions  to  make  the  school  what  it 
ought  to  be,  and  have  freely  given  their  best  energies  to  the 
work.  The  varied  character  of  the  studies  required  in  such  a 
school  calls  for  no  small  amount  of  intellectual  labor  in  those 
who  have  charge  of  it,  which  can  not  be  understood  by  a  mere 
comparison  of  its  numbers  with  those  of  the  lower  schools.  The 
dififerent  aims  of  the  scholars  require  nominally  three,  in  reality 
two,  distinct  courses  of  study.  To  simply  complete  the  round 
of  recitation,  requires  the  unceasing,  constant  labor  of  the  three 
teachers  during  all  of  the  school  hours,  leaving  no  time  for 
attention  to  geneVal  matters. 

For  the .  information  of  those  who  have,  or  expect  to  have 
children  in  the  schools,  we  give  the  course  of  study  as  adopted 
by  the  Board,  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  subject.  It 
presents  three  courses  of  study ;  the  Classical,  designed  for 
boys  who  propose  to  go  to  college;  the  General  course  which 
the  Board  recommend  to  all  others,  including  girls,  being  care- 
fully prepared  for  that  purpose  ;  third,  the  English,  which  is  an 
abridged  course,  planned  for  those  who  are  unable  to  spend  the 
whole  four  years  in  the  school.  It  is  desirable  that  the  course 
be  selected  by  the  parents,  alter  due  consideration  of  the  pref- 
erences of  the  child.  The  selection  once  made  urill  not*be 
changed  except  for  good  causes. 

FIBST  TEAR-FOUBTH  GLASS. 
GBNBRAL  00UB8B. 

FirBt  Term.    Algebra,  Greene's  Analysis,  Latin. 
Second  Term.    Algebra,  Analysis  of  the  ^  Task'  or  <  Bea. 
sons,'  Latin.    * 

Third  Term.    Algebra,  Botany,  Latin. 

0LA88I0AL  OOUBfiB. 

Firit  Term.  -  Algebra,  Greene's  Analysis,  Latin  Lesscms. 
Second  Term.    Algebra,  Analysis  ni  Poetry,  Latm  Lessons. 
Third  Term.    Algebra,  Botany,  Latin  Reader  and  Latin 
Grammar. 
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ENGLISH  COURSE. 

FirBt  Term.  Algebra,  Greeners  Analysis,  Natural  Philoso- 
phy, with  3d  Class. 

Second  Term.  Algebra,  Analysis  of  the  '  Task'  or  *  Sea- 
sons,' Natural  Philosophy,  with  8d  Class. 

Third  Term.    Algebra,  Botany,  Chemistry,  with  8d  Class. 

SECOND  TEAB~THIRD  CLASS. 
OENERAL  COURSE. 

Fir9t  Term.    Arithmetic,  Natural  Philosophy,  French,  Latin. 
Second   Term.     Geometry,  Natural    Philosophy,    French, 
Latin. 

Third  Term.    Geometry,  Chemistry,  French,  Latin. 

CLASSICAL  COURSE. 

MtBt  Term.  Arithmetic,  Latin  Grammar  and  Reader,  Greek. 

Second   Term.      Latin   Grammar,   Caesar's    Commentaries 
Arnold's  Latin  Prose  Composition,  Greek  Grammar  and  Les- 
sons. 

Third  Term.  Caesar  and  Latin  Prose  Composition,  Greek 
Grammar  and  Lessons.  ^ 

ENGLISH   COURSE. 

Fir9t  Term.    Arithmetic,  Chemistry,  with  2d  Class,  French. 

Second  Term.  Geometry,  Astronomy,  with  2d  Class,  Rheto- 
ric, with  2d  Class,  French. 

TUrd  Term.  Geometry,  Moral  Philosophy  with  2d  Class 
Rhetoric,  with  2d  Class,  French. 

THIRD  YEAR-SECOND  CLASS. 
GENERAL  COURSE. 

Fir%t  Term.    Plane  Trigonometry,  Chemistry,  French,  Latin* 
Second  Term.    Astronomy,  Rhetoric,  French,  Latin. 
Third  Term.    Moral  Philosophy,  Rhetoric,  French,  Latin. 

CLASSICAL    COURSE. 

FirHt  Term.  Cicero's  Orations,  Latin  Prose  Gomposition, 
Translations  into  English,  Greek  Grammar,  Xenophon's  Ana- 
basis. 

Second  Term.    CSoero  and  Latin  Prose  Composition,  TnoB- 
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lations  into  English,  Arnold's  Qreek  Prose  Gompoedtion,  Xeno- 
phon's  Anabasis. 

Third  Term.    Virgil  and  Prosody,  Xenophon's  Anabasis. 

BNGLISH   OOURSB. 

First  Term.  Plane  Trigonometry,  Moral  Philosophy,  with 
1st  Class,  English  Literature,  with  1st  Glass,  French. 

Second  Term.  Mental  Philosophy,  with  1st  Glass,  English 
Literature,  with  1st  Glass,  French,  Book  Keeping,  with  1st 
Glass. 

Third  Term.  Moral  Philosophy,  with  1st  Glass,  Constitu- 
tion of  U.  S.,  with  1st  Glass,  Geology,  with  1st  Glass. 

FOURTH  TEAK— FIBST  CLASS. 
QENBRAL   COURSE. 

First  Term.  Moral  Philosophy,  English  Literature,  French, 
Latin. 

Second  Term.  Mental  Philosophy,  English  Literature, 
French,  Latin,  Book  Keeping. 

Third  Term.  Moral  Philosophy,  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Geology,  Latin. 

CLASSICAL  COURSE. 

First  Term.    Virgil,  Xenophon's  Anabasis. 

Second  Term.     Cicero's  Orations,  Homer,  Geometry. 

Third  Term.  Virgil,  Homer,  Algebra  reviewed,  and  general 
reviews. 

The  Text  Books  adopted  by^  the  Board  are  as  follows  : 

Robinson's  Practical  Arithmetic,  Robinson's  Algebra,  Hill's 
Geometry,  Davies'  Legendre,  Greene's  Analysis,  Quackenbos' 
Rhetoric,  Whewell's  Elements  of  Morality,  Collier's  English 
Literature,  Sheppard's  Constitutional  Text  Book,  Hilliard's  6th 
(Revised)  Reading  Book,  Gray's  Botany,  Quackenbos'  Natural 
Philosophy,  Well's  Chenustry,  Brocklesby's  Astronomy,  Miner- 
alogy and  Geology,  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Book  Keeping,  Fas- 
quelle's  French  Course,  Andrews'  Latin  Lessons,  Andrews  & 
Stoddard's  Grammar,  Andrews'  Latin  Reader,  Hanson's  Latin 
Prose  Composition,  Frieze's  Virgil,  Crosby's  Greek  Grammar, 
Crosby's  Xenophon's  Anabasis,  Owen's  Homer,  Arnold's  Qt^^V 
Prose  Composition. 
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Whfle  we  have  endeavored  to  provide  for  a  good  course  of 
mathematics  and  other  English  studies  which  are  termed  prac- 
tical, inclading  also  the  provision  for  a  good  foundation  in 
French,  which  may  be  easily  perfected  into  a  thorough  acquain- 
tance with  the  language,  we  do  not  wish  that  the  value  of  clas- 
deal  studies  should  be  underrated  or  overlooked.  Greek  can 
not,  perhaps,  be  taught  to  advantage,  except  to  those  who  de- 
sign to  study  the  language  after  leaving  the  school.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  Latin  language  and  literature,  however,  can  hard- 
ly be  overestimated.  The  Latin  race  has  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  laws  of  the  greater  part  of  Europe  and  of  at  least  one 
of  the  States  of  our  Union.  Its  language,  though  not  now 
spoken  in  purity,  is  the  basis  of  the  Italian,  French,  Spanish, 
and  Portuguese,  and  exerts  no  small  influence  on  the  English. 
While  a  knowledge  of  Latin  may  not  bo  indispensable  in  enab- 
ling a  man  to  conduct  himself  successfully  in  life,  its  study  is 
certainly  a  great  aid  to  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  and  mas- 
tery of  our  mother  tongue.  Such  is  the  systematic  organization 
of  the  language,  crystalized  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  its  perfection, 
that  the  study  affords  a  mental  discipline  that  cannot  be  spared 
from  any  complete  course  of  education.  It  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  school  life  is  valuable  not  simply  for  the  information 
gained  by  the  scholars,  but  for  the  training  which  develops  the 
powers  of  the  mind  and  enables  them  to  acquire  with  facility  and 
readiness  whatever  may  be  required  by  the  positions  in  which 
they  are  placed.  Consequently,  while  we  have  provided  an 
English  course,  which,  however,  includes  French,  we  would 
respectfully  urge  that,  except  when  the  shorter  course  is  impera- 
tively demanded,  the  General  course  be  adopted  by  all  who 
enter  the  High  School. 

We  also  express  the  hope  that  no  one  will  consider  the  educa- 
tion of  his  children  completed  on  the  termination  of  the  course 
in  the  Grammar  schools,  although  in  them  are  taught  the  various 
branches  required  to  be  taught  in  the  common  schools  in  New 
Hampshire.  The  spirit  of  the  age  and  the  general  diffusion  of 
scientific  knowledge  alike  demand  that  our  children  shall  receive 
abetter  education  than  our  fathers  were  able  to  give  theirs. 
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The  High  School  farnishes  extraordinary  facilities  for  such  a 
result  to  bur  whole  population,  without  extra  expense,  and  it  will 
be  marvellously  strange  if  any  portion  of  our  citizens  are  so 
blind  to  their  own  interests,  and  the  best  welfare  of  their  off- 
spring as  to  neglect  or  disregard  them. 

But,  while  we  urge  upon  all  the  importance  of  availing  them 
selves  of  the  advanced  instruction- of  the  High  School,  we  would 
by  no  means  undervalue  the  Grammar,  Intermediate  and  Pri- 
mary departments.  As  a  whole,  these  were  never  in  a  better 
condition  than  under  the  present  competent  and  experienced 
teachers,  and  in  them  the  advantages  of  ordinary  elementary 
instruction  are  enjoyed  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  Those 
parents,  whose  necessities  absolutely  compel  them  to  withdraw 
their  children  from  further  attendance  at  the  termination  of  the 
Grammar  School  course,  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  they  have  already  enjoyed,  within  the  prescribed  limits, 
every  educational  advantage  that  could  reasonably  have  been . 
expected.         ^ 

In  conclusion,  we  renewedly  and  earnestly  commend  our  free 
public  schools  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  community,  as  the 
most  important  and  invaluable  of  our  many  noble  institutions. 
Let  them  be  constantly  cherished  and  liberally  sustained,  as  the 
foundation  upon  which,  under  Gt)d,  rest  the  security  and  perpet- 
uity of  our  republican  governmjent. 

ASA  FOWLER, 
SAMUEL  C.  EASTMAN, 
P.  BBAINARD  COGSWELL, 
ABRAHAM  J.   PRESCOTT, 
JOHN  V.  BARRON, 
JESSE  P.  BANCROFT,      ^ 
LYMAN  D.  STEVENS, 
JOSEPH  B.  WALKER, 
DAVID  PATTEN,    • 
Board  of  Udmfotion  of  Union  School  District. 
Concord,  March  17, 1866. 


MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council : 

Allow  me  to  express  to  yoa,  and  the  citizens  of  Concord,  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  preference  you  have  shown  me  in  again 
electing  me  to  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  my  native 
city.  Seven  years  ago  this  month,  I  retired  from  the  Mayoral- 
ty, having  then  served  you  as  Mayor  a  little  more  than  three 
years  in  succession,  and  now  in  looking  back,  during  those  past 
seven  years,  what  a  bloody  record  has  oeen  written  in  our 
Nation's  history.  From  the  most  terrible  civil  conflict  ever 
known  in  the  annals  of  history,  we  have  come  forth  victorious, 
but  at  what  a  fearful  cost  of  the  lives  of  our  noble  sons,  the 
widow's  and  orphan's  tears  in  many  a  broken  household,  will 
attest  throughout  our  land.  Our  brave  boys,  who  have  passed 
away  doing  battle  for  their  Nation's  life,  cannot  be  recalled ; 
their  memory  will  ever  be  precious  to  us ;  their  monuments  in 
the  grateful  hearts  of  their  countrymen.  Our  city,  while 
promptly  furnishing  her  full  proportion  of  men  and  money,  has- 
suffered  financially  but  little,  comparatively,  from  the  ravages  of 
war.  The  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interests  have  re- 
ceived slight,  if  any  check,  and  but  for  those  who  will  never 
cease  to  mourn  their  friends  fallen  in  battle,  and  our  heavy  tax- 
ation, we  might,  in  looking  over  our  thriving  prosperous  city,  in 
the  new  buildihgs  being  erected  and  other  indications  of  thrift, 
almost  doubt  that  a  terrific  conflict  had  been  raging  within  our 
borders ;  and  now  that  the  heavy  clouds  of  war  have  passed 
away,  and  the  banner  of  peace  again  floats  above  us, — God 
grant  our  children's  children  shall  never  see  it  furled, — ^let  us, 
as  a  people,  labor  firmly  and  unitedly  to  crush  out  the  vices  and 
extravagances  that  always  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  war ;  to 
encourage  industry,  virtue  and  temperance  in  all  things,  and 
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place  on  a  firmer  footing  than  ever,  the  noble  inheritance 
descended  to  us  from  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  by  strict  economy 
lighten  the  load  of  expense  and  taxation  to  so  many  of  our 
people  heavy  and  grievous  to  be  borne,  but  the  certain  attend- 
ants of  so  immense  an  expenditure  as  a  four  years'  war  of  such 
magnitude  as  the  one  just  brought  to  close,  thus  enabOng  us  by 
doing  our  whole  duty  to  bequeath  to  our  descendants  such  an 
heritage  as  shall  cause  them  to  ever  bless  our  memory. 

FINANCES. 

In  examining  the  annual  report  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  city  of  Concord  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  1, 1866, 
I  find  the  receipts  for  the  past  year  to  have  been  $416,876.44, 
and  the  expenditures  $380,652.26,  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $36,225.18,  of  which  $23,579.60  is  part  of  the 
State  House  Precinct  Loan,  the  remainder  $12,645.58  is  money 
on  hand.  City  funds :  balance  due  from  Wm.  H.  Buntin,  Col- 
lector of  taxes  for  1864,  $1,083.95  ;  balance  due  from  Wm. 
H.  Buntin,  Collector  of  taxes  for  1865,  $38,535.33,  most  of 
which  is  available.  Indebtedness  of  the  city,  after  deducting 
available  assets  and  State  House  bonds,  as  per  report  of  Finance 
Committee,  Feb.  1,  1866,  $231,823.15,  being  $44,003.25  less 
than  the  preceding  year,  showing  a  favorable  decrease  in  our 
indebtedness,  and  but  for  the  additional  expense  of  raising 
$150,000 — $50,000  of  which  you  remember  we  voted  to  raise 
exclusively  in  our  Gas  precinct,  for  enlarging  and  repairing  the 
State  House,  a  measure  unjustly,  in  my  opinion,  forced  upon  us 
by  a  neighboring  city,  at  a  time  when  our  country  demanded  our 
best  resources  to  sustain  the  struggle  then  going  on, — the  state 
of  our  finances  would  compare  advantageously,  excepting  the 
additional  cost  of  war,  with  any  former  years  since  Concord 
adopted  the  City  Charter. 

ROADS  AND   BRIDGES. 

In  a  city  territorially  comprising  some  two  hundred  miles  of 
road,  and  having  the  advantage  of  four  considerable  rivers 
within  its  limits,  requiring  a  corresponding  amount  of  bridging, 
the  appropriations  for  keeping  in  repair  the  same,  must  necessa- 
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rilj  be  large,  and  owing  to  the  great  ice  freshet  in  the  Contoo- 
cook  and  Merrimack  rivers  March,  1865,  which  entirely  carried 
away  Horse  Hill  bridge,  and  seriously  damaged  SewelPs  Falls 
bridge,  together  with  Federal,  Free  and  Lower  bridges,  thus 
destroying  one,  and  otherwise  damaging  four  of  our  principal 
bridges,  the  appropriation  the  past  year  for  rebuilding  and  re- 
puring  bridges  was  $8000,  a  portion  of  which  was  used  as  fol- 
lows :  Horse  Hill  bridge  on  the  Contoocook  river  was  rebuilt, 
but  not  covered — (as  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  by  the  builder 
to  cover  it,  until  the  timber  was  thoroughly  seasoned) — at  an  ex- 
pense of  $3,527.60.  Repairs  on  Sewell's  Fall  bridge,  $1,002.- 
89 ;  Federal  bridge,  $339.73 ;  Free  bridge,  $715.76  ;  Lower 
bridge,  $386.70.  For  the  use  of  the  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

There  was  also  raised  and  appropriated  for  repairs  of  roads, 
the  sum  of  $7,000,  and  assigned  to  the  several  highway  dis- 
tricts. The  ice  being  broken,  and  the  rivers  cleared  with  very 
little  damage  to  the  bridges  this  season,  excepting  the  piers  of 
the  Lower  bridge,  which  will  require  attention.  I  think  we  can 
manage  to  keep  our  highways  in  repair,  and  attend  to  all  neces- 
sary demands  pertaining  thereto,  for  a  less  appropriation  than 
that  of  the  past  year. 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  our  Fire  Department  reports,  "  A 
deficiency  of  water  and  inadequacy  of  reservoirs."  We  cer- 
tainly have  an  abundance  of  water  within  our  limits,  could  it  be 
conveyed  to  the  compact  portion  of  the  city,  without  too  great 
an  outlay  of  money.  I  think  the  capacity  of  our  reservoirs  can 
be  enlarged  with  small  expense.  Our  steamer.  Gov.  Hill,  has 
proved  itself  so  useful,  that  I  would  recommend  for  your  consid- 
eration, the  propriety  of  purchasing  another  steamer,  which 
proposition  the  Board  of  Engineers  will  present  to  you  with  "  a 
full  and  complete  plan  "  in  due  time.  Once  in  operation,  I 
think  it  will  essentially  lessen  our  expenses  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  be  of  greater  utility  than  the  present  system.  It  is 
but  poor  economy  to  limit  the  usefulness  of  our  prompt,  ener- 
getic body  of  firemen,  to  whose  unwearied  efforts  in  saving  our 
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property  from  the  all-devouring  flame,  we  owe  so  much,  and  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  the  Chief  Engineer,  that 
in  harmony  and  good  feeling  the  firemen  of  the  city  of  Concord 
are  a  unit. 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  existence  of  the  war,  our  police  force  was  neces- 
sarily augmented  in  numbers,  and  under  the  guidance  of  our 
worthy  City  Marshal,  proved  themselves  prompt  and  efficient  in 
promoting  order  in  the  city.  Now  that  times  are  more  quiet, 
we  might  perhaps  find  our  usual  number  a  sufficient  safeguard 
for  us.  And  here  let  me  pay  a  passing  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  one  of  the  best  policemen  Concord  ever  claimed  as  a 
citizen,  our  lamented  friend.  Major  E.  E.  Sturtevant.  Ever 
the  quick  and  wary  detective,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  day 
or  night  was  the  same  to  him,  and  when  his  country  called  him 
to  a  more  enlarged  field  of  service,  he  promptly  responded,  and 
fell  nobly  fighting  in  her  cause  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg ; 
many  a  heart  was  saddened,  when  the  news  reached  Concord  of 
his  early  fate.    Peace  be  to  his  ashes. 

CITY  FARM. 

Regarding  the  excellent  management,  both  indoors  and  out, 
of  our  City  Farm,  I  speak  with  knowledge,  having  been  present 
as  an  invited  guest  at  the  annual  meeting,  Feb.  1st.  In  secur- 
ing the  services  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilman,  the  city  have  been 
fortunate  in  getting  the  right  people  in  the  right  place.  Much 
tact  and  judgment  are  required  in  managing  so  many  aged  peo- 
ple and  children,  and  where  the^icious  are,  as  is  frequently  the 
case,  thrown  in  the  same  family,  it  makes  the  position  of  the 
matron  still  more  difficult.  The  whole  number  of  paupers,  re- 
ceiving aid  at  the  Farm  the  past  year,  was  53  ;  average  num- 
ber, 23.  The  county  having  purchased  a  farm  for  the  support 
of  county  paupers,  the  number  at  the  City  Earm  will  conse- 
quently be  somewhat  reduced  the  present  year. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  City  Farm  the  receipts 
are  $333.68  Jbeyond  the  expenditures.  For  more  particulars,* 
see  finance  Report. 
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Besides  our  well  appointed  City  Farm,  we  have  many  charita- 
ble societies  in  our  midst,  chief  among  which  stands  the  Ladies' 
Concord  Female  Charitable  Society,  an  institution  of  more  than 
fifty  years'  existence.  The  ladies  connected  with  these  benevo- 
lent institutions  are  eVer  active  in  seeking  out  and  administering 
charity  to  the  needy,  quietly  moving  in  their  sphere,  but  doing 
great  good  ;  they  are  fulfilling  the  Divine  injunction  of  the 
Great  Master,  "  Feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the  poor.*' 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS." 

Our  public  schools  have  just  closed  their  winter  session,  hav- 
ing given  very  general  satisfaction.  The  annual  report  of  the 
committee  will  not  be  made  up  till  the  close  of  the  winter  term 
some  time  in  March.  Our  schools  are  a  credit  to  our  city.  The 
school  buildings  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  public  opin- 
ion seems  to  be  that  we  are  favored  with  excellent  teachers, 
committee  and  scholars.  Owing  to  the  increased  expenses  in 
maintaining  these  institutions  of  learning,  the  appropriations 
adequate  for  past  years  will  not  prove  equal  to  the  present  de- 
mand. I  would  recommend  a  larger  appropriation  for  schooling 
purposes  the  present  year. 

PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

The  Trustees  of  this  excellent  institution,  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  "  a  larger  appropriation  from  the  city,*'  at  the  same 
time  gratefully  acknowledging  the  Trust  Fund  of  $1000,  given 
the  library  by  the  late  Gardner  Parker  Lyon,  who  in  leaving 
this  handsome  testimonial  to  a  public  institution  of  his  adopted 
city,  has  set  an  example  we  tiust  other  men  of  wealth  may 
choose  to  follow.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  very  pleasant 
source  of  gratification  to  some  of  our  wealthy  men,  while  yet  in 
life,  to  witness  the  good  a  few  of  their  spare  hundreds  would 
accomplish,  thus  benefiting  the  public  and  causing  the  names  of 
the  benefactors  to  be  gratefully  remembered  so  long  as  the  in- 
stitution shall  exist. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Oity  Council:  Having  briefly  reviewed 
some  of  the  subjects  to  which  your  attention  will  be  called  the 
ensuing  year,  it  remains  now  for  us  to  conduct  the  affiiii^  of  the 
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city  entrusted  to  oar  care,  with  our  best  judgment,  trusting 
our  deliberations  will  ever  be  harmonious  and  the  results  accep- 
table to  all  our  citizens.  Where  there  are  so  many  to  please, 
particularly  in  the  appointment,  or  removal  of  subordinate  oflS. 
cers,  we  must  be  guided  not  so  much  by  our  own  predilections 
in  favor  of  this,  or  that  individual,  as  by  what  we  may  deem 
will  be  for  the  best  interest  of  all  parties  concerned.  With  the 
blessing  of  God  upon  our  efforts,  may  this  in  every  respect  be  a 
prosperous  year. 

JOHN  ABBOTT. 


GOVERNMENT 
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CITY   OF   OONOORD, 

INAUGUBATED  MARCH  20,  1866. 


HON.  JOHN  ABBOTT,  Mai/or. 

BOARD   OF  ALDERMEN. 

John  A.  Holmes,  Fisherville. 
John  P.  Locke,  East  Concord. 
John  V.  AJdrich,  West  Concord. 
Charles  H.  Herbert,  185  State  Street. 
Curtis  White,  64  Warren  Street. 
Edward  P.  Prescott,  88  State  Street. 
Daniel  S.  Webster,  4  Turnpike  Street 
Charles  F.  Stewart^  Clerk. 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Henrt  T.  Chickbring,  President. 
Ward  1.    Edward  Runnels,  Jeremiah  S.  Durgin. 
^^    2.    Thompson  Tennej,  David  A.  MorrilK 
^'    8.    Henry  Fammn,  Harriain  Partridge. 
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Ward  4. 

John  Ballard,  George  W.  Etnerton. 

(t 

5. 

Nathaniel  J.  Mead,  Emery  T.  Staniels 

«( 

6. 

Edward  Dow,  Henry  T.  Chickering. 

•( 

7. 

Jonathan  B.  Weeks,  William  S.  Curtis, 

Amoi 

J  Hadley,  Clerk. 

ASSESSORS. 

Wardl. 

Reuben  Goodwin. 

a 

2. 

James  Frye. 

a 

3. 

Hiram  Farnum. 

a 

4. 

Horace  A.  Brown. 

a 

5. 

Nicholas  Quimby. 

a 

6. 

William  P.  Hardy. 

u 

7. 

Charles  D.  Newell.  ' 

JOINT   STANDING  COMMITTEES   OF   THE   CITY   COUNCIL. 

On  Finance — Messrs.  Prescott,  Ballard  and  Stajaiels. 

On  Accounts  and  Claims — Messrs.  White,  Mead  and  Dow. 

On  Lands  and  Buildings — Messrs.  Locke,  Emerton  and 
Curtis. 

On  Streets  and  Commons — Messrs.  i  Locke,  Runnels  and 
Partridge. 

On  Public  Instruction-"— Messrs.  Holmes,  Weeks  and  Morrill. 

On  Bridges^  Sewers  and  Drains — Messrs.  White,  Staniela 
and  Curtis. 

071  Fire  Department — Messrs.  Prescott,  Durgin  and  Emer- 
ton. 

On  City  Farm — Messrs.  Aldrich,  Farnum  and  Runnels. 

On  Cemeteries — Messrs.  Herbert,  Dow  and  Tenney. 

On  Lighting  Streets — Messrs.  Webster,  Mead  and  Weeks. 

STANDING   COMMITTEE   OF  THE  BOARD   OS*  ALDERMEN. 

On  Elections  and  Returns — Alderman  Aldrich. 

On  Engrossed  Ordinances — ^Alderman  Webster. 

On  Second  Reading — Alderman  Herbert. 

On  Abatement  of  Taxes — Alderman  Holmes  and  Webster. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES   OF  COlOfON  COUNCIL. 

On  Elections  and  Returns — ^Messrs.  Ballard,  Morrill  and 
Partridge.  , 
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On  Engrossed  Ordinances  and  Resolutions — Messrs.  Dow, 
Durgin  and  Emerton. 

On  Bills  on  their  Second  Reading — Messrs.  Mead,  Curtis 
and  Farnum. 

Oity  CTerA— Charles  F.  Stewart.  Office  m  City  Hall  Build- 
ing,  South  entrance. 

City  Treasurer — Samuel  C.  Eastman.  Office,  Rumford 
Block,  up  stairs. 

Oity  Solicitor — John  Y.  Mugridge,  Esq. 

Collector  of  Taxes — William  H.  Buntin. 

City  Marshal — William  H.  Buntin. 

Assistant  Marshals — John  Connell,  John  A.  Coburn. 

Night  Watch — James  E.  Rand,  William  T.  Locke. 

Police  Officers — John  Connell,  James  E.  Rand,  William  T. 
Locke,  John  A.  Coburn,  Charles  C.  Bean,  Charles  H.  Reed. 

Special  Police  Officers — ^Nathan  H.  Haskell,  Jacob  E. 
Hutchins,  Benjamin  F.  Holden,  George  W.  West,  James  H. 
Rowell,  David  L.  Neal,  Baruch  Biddle,  George  Partridge, 
Moses  B.  Smith,  John  Kimball,  John  Foss,  Josiah  C.  Shaw 
Ephraim  S.  Oilman,  Wesley  J.  Robinson,  Charles  T.  Lane, 
Josiah  S.  Ingalls,  Heman  Sanborn,  Josiah  Cooper,  True  Os- 
good, Alonzo  Downing,  George  G.  Virgin,  Charles  W.  Davis, 
Joseph  C.  Eaton,  Edward  B.  Robinson,  Edwin  A.  Miller, 
Samuel  R.  Mann,  Richard  M.  Ordway,  Albert  G.  Saltmarsh. 

lAquor  Agent — Calvin  Thorn. 

City  Physician — Benjamin  S.  Warren. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor — John  Abbott. 

Health  Officers — William  H.  Buntin,  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  War- 
ren, Dr.  G.  P.  Conn. 

Police  Justice — Sylvester  Dana. 

Special  Police  Justice — S.  C.  Badger. 

Superintending  School  Committee  for  Wards  1, 2,  Sand  7— 
Edward  T.  Rowell,  Enoch  Jackman,^  L.  T.  Flint. 

Board  of  Education  for  Union  District — ^Asa  Fowler,  J.  B. 
Walker,  David  Patten,  J.^P.  Bancroft,  J.  V.  Barron,  L.  D. 
Stevens,  P.  B.  Cogswell,  S.  C.  Eastman,  A.  J.  Preeoott. 
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Th'ustees  of  the  Public  Zibrart/'^ohxi  A.  Holmes,  Benja- 
min L.  Larkin,  George  W.  Flanders,  Amos  Hadlej,  Henry  P. 
Rolfe,  L.  D.  Stevens,  Johnathan  B.  Weeks. 

"  Old "  and  Blossom  Hill  Cemetery  Committee — Cjrus  W. 
Paige,  Edward  Dow,  Joseph  B.  Walker. 

Superintendant  of  Repairs  of  Highways  and  Bridges — John 
Abbott. 

City  Messinger  and  Lamplighter — Josiah  S.  Ingalls. 

FIBB  DEPARTMENT. 

True  Osgood,  Chief  Engineer. 
Abel  B.  Holt,  John  D.  Teel,  John  M.  Hill,  Alonzo  Downing, 
Joseph  S.  Merrill,  Chandler  Eastman,  James  Frye,  David  A. 
Brown,  Assistant  Engineers. 

ENGINE   COMPANIES. 

"  Concord^^  Engitie  Company^  No.  2,  Ward  4 — A.  D.  Cut- 
ting, Foreman^  J.  F.  Scott,  Clerk. 

"  Merrimack''^  Engine  Company ^  No.  3,  Ward  6  — Nathan- 
iel H.  Haskell,  Foreman^  James  M.  Otis,  Clerk. 

Steamer  "  Gov.  Hill, "  — ^Daniel  W.  Long,  Foreman,  W.  D. 
Ladd,  Clerk,  J.  S.  Hanson,  Teamster. 

"  Cataract "  Engine  Company,  No.  6,  Ward  3  —  George 
Partridge,  Foreman,  Moses  F.  Clough,  Clerk. 

"  Old  Fort ''  Engine  Company,  No.  7,  Ward  2,  —  George  H. 
Curtis,  Foreman,  John  E.  Frye,  Clerk. 

"  Pioneer  ^^ Engine  Company,  No.  8  Ward  1  — John  Whit- 
taker,  Foreman,  Calvin  Roberts,  Clerk. 

Concord  R.  R.  Hydrant  and  Hose  Company^  No.  1  — J. 
M.  Foss,  Foreman,  Philip  Flanders,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  No.  1 —  Frederick  S.  Crawford 
Foreman,  J.  B.  Smart,  Clerk. 

Eagle  Hose  Company,  No.  1  — J.  L.  Green,  Foreman^  C. 
H.  Newell,  Clerk. 

Fire  Police,  —  William  H.  Buntin,  Captain,  George  A. 
Foster,  Clerk. 

Fence  Viewers — John  Abbott,  Daniel  Ejiowlton,  Moses  H. 
Famum. 
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HIGHWAY   SLRVKYOUS. 


District  No.  1 — iiimiiel  Ilntchins ;  No.  2 — William  Hay- 
ward  ;  No.  3 — Charles  G.  Virgin  ;  No.  4 — Thompson  Tenney  ; 
No.  5 — David  A.  Morrill;  No.  6 — John  Jarvis;  No.  7 — 
Benjamin  L.  Lnrkin ;  No.  8 — George  W.  West ;  No.  10 — 
E.  S.  Gilman;  No.  11— Alfred  C.  Abbott;  No.  12— Reu- 
ben Goodwin  ;  No.  13 — Warren  Whittier  ;  No.  14— Ephraira 
E.  Elliott;  No.  15— A.  P.  Bennett;  No.  IG— Robert  Iloit; 
No.  17— AugustmeC.  Carter;  No.  18— Charles  B.  Knight; 
No.  19— Daniel  C.  Tenney;  No.  20— Jacob  W.  Flanders; 
No.  21— Daniel  Farnum  ;  No.  22—0.  L.  Fowler ;  No.  23— 
William  II.  Proctor  ;  No.  2-1— C.  C.  Clark  ;  No.  2o— M. 
B.  Abbott;  No.  2(1— Ichabod  Weeks;  No.  29— Alexander 
Thompson  ;  No.  30 — Franklin  B.  Carter  ;  No.  31 — Samuel 
Clifford. 

SURVEYORS  OF  WOOD  AND  LUMHER. 

Joseph  T.  Cloiigh,  Eben  F.  Elliott,  John  G.  Warren,  T. 
W.  Emery,  John  P.  Lock,  Andrew  Moody,  Jeremiah  S. 
Noyes,  Gcor^^e  S.  Dennett,  Abel  B.  Holt,  Curtice  White,  John 
T.  Batchelder,  Il«»dney  G.  Cutting,  Samuel  Eastman,  John 
Al)bott,  ll(?!irv'  M.  Moore.  Sewcll  Iloit,  Daniel  Dunlap,  iShad- 
rach  Seavey,  Albert  C.  Holt,  William  Ballard,  Daniel  Fannim, 
Erastus  C.  Currier,  Djinicl  A.  Hill,  Joel  Ingalls,  George  Fry, 
Jeremiah  F.  Runnels,  George  Wilkins,  Samuel  Shute,  William 
W.  Cushman,  Charles  Potter,  Joscfih  S.  Lund,  Leonard  Holt, 
Jchial  D.  Knight,  Charles  Haniy,  Cyrus  Runnels,  J.  B. 
Weeks,  Elbridge  Dimond,  Henry  Martin,  Timothy  Carter, 
Alfred  L.  Marden,  T.-J.  Carpenter,  Harrison  Patridge,  Joshua 
Chapman,  Edward  Dow,  Ira  C.  Edgerly,  Henry  T.  Chickering, 
A.  B.  Cook,  William  II.  Buntin,  George  A  Pillsbury,  Rich- 
ard M.  Ordway,  and  Henry  S.  Elliott. 

SURVEYORS    OF   STONE. 

Henry  H.  Brown,  Charles  Nutting,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Joseph 
Clough,  Josiah  Cooper,  Daniel  S.  Clark,  Richard  M.  Ordway, 
Edward  Dow. 
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SURVEYORS   OF   MASONKRY. 

Richard  M.  Ordway,  Jefferson  Noyes,  Charles  E.  Thomp- 
son, Edward  Dow. 

WEIIJIIERS  OF  HAY. 

John  Batchcldcr,  Cyrus  Robinson,  William  P.  Hardy, 
James  F.  Huit,  E.  Frank  Batchcldcr,  T.  J.  Carpenter, 
Francis  A.  Fisk,  George  F.  Whittridge,  Noah  Rsinlett, 
II.  W.  Ranlett,  Henry  T.  Chickcring,  Albert  A.  Currier, 
George  II.  Whittridge. 

SEALERS   OF   LEATHER. 

Cyrus  Robinson,  Enos  Blake,  Chase  Hill,  Jacob  P.  Saun- 
ders, William  Gihnan,  Calvin  Thorn,  John  Batchelder, 
Charles  E.  Robinson. 

SEALERS    OF    WEKJIITS  AND    MEASURE;?. 

Ivory   Ilall,  Norman  (w,  Carr,  James    11.  Chase. 

CI-LLERS  OF  STAVES. 

Isaiali  S.  Robinson,  Leonard  l>ell,  William  Hay  ward,  Jo- 
seph H.   Abljott. 

PorNI)    KEEPER. 

Ephraim  S.   (lihnan. 
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ANNU-^\1.   REPORTS 


OF  THE 


SCHOOLS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCOED, 


TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


MAYOU^S  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS, 


THE  CITY  OFFICERS, 


yOR       THE       YE^R       1807 


CONCORD: 
PRINTED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  DAILY  MONITOR. 

1867.   ^ 


ANNUAL     REPORT 


SUPEEINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  City  Council: 

In  submitting  the  following  brief  report,  the  Committee 
would  beg  leave  to  say  that  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record, 
with  so  few  exceptions,  a  year  of  fair  success  and  general 
prosperity  to  the  schools  under  their  supervision. 

The  districts  have  generally  been  fortunate  in  the  selection 
of  teachers  that  were  not  only  possessed  of  the  requisite  qual- 
ities, but  were  not  afraid,  frequently  under  discouraging 
circumstances,  to  labor  hard  for  the  interests  of  their  scholars. 
The  cases  where  it  was  found  necessary  to  suggest  altera- 
tions and  improvements  were  iiot  numerous,  but  were  promptly 
responded  to  where  it  was  evident  that  duty  required  it. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  those  teachers  who  are  willing 
to  sacrifice  personal  comfort  and  interest  for  the  welfare  of 
their  scholars,  should  have  so  many  unnecessary  obstacles  to 
contend  with,  and  receive  so  little  sympathy  as  is  frequently 
the  case. 

The  large  average  attendance  and  punctuality  of  some 
schools  is  worthy  of  notice,  and  the  scholars  are  deserving  of 
especial  praise  for  their  efibrts  in  this  respect,  while  the  irreg- 
ular attendance  of  others  has  rendered  the  labors  of  faithful 
teachers  nearly  useless. 

By  persevering  efibrt  teachers  may  partially  mitigate  this 
evil,  but  the  responsibility  lies  mainly  in  the  hands  of  parents^ 
to  whom  we  would  appeal  for  rcm«d*#j .  r    j.q,  „      19  oft 


The  diversity  in  text  books,  in  several  schooISy  is  perplezing 
to  teachers  and  exceedingly  detrimental  to  the  progress  of  the 
scholars.  We  would  not  advocate  a  very  frequent  change  in 
books,  but  when  necessity  evidently  demands  it,  we  hope  pa- 
rents will  cheerfully  acquiesce.  In  order  to  have  a  uniform 
series  it  will  be  necessary  soon  to  make  a  general  change  in 
Readers,  probably  adopting  Sargent's  Standard  Series,  Part 
Two.  Several  other  changes  will  soon  be  necessary  in  some 
schools,  in  order  to  have  what  is  so  desirable,  a  uniform  series 
of  books  in  all  schools.  This  object  having  been  attained,  it  is 
hoped  teachers  will  refrain  from  purchasing  books  of  book 
agents,  without  consulting  the  Committee. 

If  parents  would  more  generally  realize  their  obligations,  not 
only  to  pay  their  money  for  the  advancement  of  educational 
interests,  but  to  sustain  the  teachers  by  peremptorily  discoun- 
tenancing, at  the  outset,  all  indications  of  fault-finding  evinced 
by  their  children,  and  enforcing  a  strict  obedience  to  the  estab- 
lished regulations,  and  encourage  them  by  their  presence  more 
frequently  in  the  school-room,  the  effect  would  doubtless  be 
most  salutary,  and  the  teachers  be  relieved  of  many  compli- 
catcd  difficulties. 

In  the  absence  of  pecuniary  motives,  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittee should  be  stimulated  by  a  sense  of  duty  and  obligation 
to  the  rising  generation,  to  show  his  presence,  at  least  once,  in 
the  school-room. 

While  this  is  an  office  with  few  aspirants,  its  importance  is 
too  seldom  appreciated  by  those  who  do  accept  the  responsibil- 
ity, and  the  choice  of  good  teachers  is  too  frequently  the 
result  of  chance.  A  different  state  of  things  in  this  respect 
would  not  only  eventually  clear  the  market  of  irresponsible 
teachers,  but  would  stimulate  all  to  a  higher  standard  of  quali- 
fications, and  produce  results  of  a  desirable  and  gratifying 
character. 

The  neglect,  and  in  many  cases,  the  entire  absence  of  pa- 
rental  discipline  at  homey  is  not  only  a  source  of  great  annoy- 
ance to  teachers,  and  an  inconceivable  evil  to  our  schoojs,  but 


is  the  nursery  of  crime  and  vice  to  an  alarming  extent.  The 
influence  of  one  scholar,  left  to  grow  up  without  restraint,  is 
often  enough  to  contaminate  a  whole  school.  The  exertions  of 
good  teachers  and  the  friends  of  education,  has  and  will  do 
much  to  alleviate,  but  can  never  fully  eradicate  the  effects,  so 
long  as  the  cause  exists  ;  and  while  we  are  raising  money  and 
making  efforts  to  furnish  faithful  teachers,  and  good  school- 
houses,  let  us  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  parental  government 
is  the  first  step  in  laying  the  foundation  for  successful  schools 
and  a  virtuous  community. 


PARTICULAR  REMARKS. 
District  No.  1. 

In  this  district  there  were  two  terms  of  school.  The  teach- 
ers were  Misses  Ella  F.  Stone  and  A.  E.  Elkins.  They  are 
quiet  and  unassuming  in  the  school-room,  but  possess  rare 
qualifications  for  governing  and  instructing  their  pupils.  The 
scholars  were  studious,  orderly  and  courteous  in  their  deport- 
ment. It  is  no  disparagement  to  other  schools  to  say  that  this 
ranks  among  the  best  in  the  rural  districts.  The  Prudential 
Committee,  and  the  parents  generally,  have  manifested  a  lively 

interest  in  the  school.  r. 

« 
District  No.  2. 

Miss  Fannie  F.  Elliott  taught  the  Summer  term.  Miss 
Elliott  endeavored  to  govern  her  pupils  by  securing  their  re- 
spect and  affection,  rather  than  by  using  harsher  means.  This 
is  the  true  way  to  govern  a  school,  if  obedience  and  good  order 
can  be  thus  maintained.  But  there  are  scholars  in  this,  as 
in  nearly  every  school,  that  must  be  "ruled  with  a  rod." 
Miss  Elliott  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  her  earnest  and 
faithful  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  her  pupils. 

The  Winter  school  was  under  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Abbie  B. 
Goodwin.     She  has  had  a  long  experience,  and  is  most  admk- 


ably  qualified  for  a  teacher.    The  order  and  progress  of  ike 
school  was  verj  creditable  to  both  teacher  and  scholars.       b. 

District  No.  4. 

The  Bummer  term  was  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Annie 
E;  Farnum.  The  discipline  of  the  teacher  was  rather  too 
mild,  but  she  labored  earnestly  and  faithfully  for  the  welfare  of 
her  pupils,  and  with  a  good  degree  of  success.  With  experi- 
ence, Miss  Farnum  will  make  an  excellent  teacher. 

The  Winter  term,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Edward  Wayne, 
was  a  success.  Mr.  Wayne  is  very  firm  and  decided  in  the 
government  of  his  scholars,  and  labored  very  earnestly  for 
their  improvement.  The  teacher  says,  in  his  report,  "  For 
good  behavior,  civility  and  cheerful  obedience  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  school,  the  scholars  are  deserving  of  much 
praise."  The  school  was  unfortunately  interrupted  by  sickness 
among  the  scholars.  B. 

District  No.  5. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Clara  M.  Gilbert. 
This  is  her  first  attempt  at  teaching  a  district  school.  She 
commenced  under  some  misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  school,  and  the  first  few  weeks  of  it  were  not  as 
profitable  as  they  ought  to  have  been.  The  examination,  at 
the  close  of  the  term,  showed  a  decided  improvement. 

Miss  Eva  F.  Burnham  taught  the  Winter  term.  The  disci- 
pline of  the  school  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  its 
progress  very  satisfactory.  The  parents  manifest  a  commenda- 
ble interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  school.  r. 

District  No.  6. 

There  has  been  only  one  term  of  school  in  this  district  dur- 
ing the  year.  It  was  taught  by  Miss  Mattie  E.  Ayers. 
Although  an  inexperienced  teacher,  she  succeeded  admirably. 
The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  school  showed  marked 
progress  and  thoroughness  in  all  the  branches  of  study  pursued. 

B. 


District  No.  7. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  quiet  and  orderly  schools  in  the  city, 
and  has  been  thoroughly  drilled  in  the  elements  of  the  various 
branches  of  primary  education.  As  far  as  they  have  advanced, 
they  seem  to  have  made  thorough  work,  although  the  classes 
have  not  advanced  so  rapidly  or  so  far  as  in  some  of  the  other 
schools. 

Miss  Sarah  A.  Morse  taught  this  school  both  Summer  and 
Winter  terms.  She  is  a  good  scholar  and  a  faithful  teacher, 
but  seems  somewhat  more  indulgent  to  the  scholars  than  is  con- 
sistent with  the  highest  efficiency.  F. 

iJiSTRiCT  No.  8. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Abby  C.  Morse ;  a 
good  scholar  and  a  faithful  and  industrious  teacher.  She 
labored  with  unceasing  care  and  patience  for  the  good  of  the 
school  ;  and  while  there  are  some  good  scholars,  there  are 
others  who  are  idle,  dull  and  careless  in  tb^r  behavior. 
Some  of  the  classes  made  good  progress. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Jane  Cook,  a  pains- 
taking and  thorough  teacher.  There  was  manifest  improve- 
ment in  the  order  of  the  school  and  good  progress  in  the  vari- 
ous branches  studied.  F. 

District  No.  12. 

This  school,  being  one  of  our  largest,  and  composed  princi- 
pally of  small  scholars,  was  necessarily  very  hard,  especially 
at  the  commencement.  Miss  Sophronia  T.  Kimball  had  the 
charge  during  the  year,  and  deserves  much  credit  for  her  sys- 
tematic efforts  in  bringing  it  to  a  high  slandard  of  discipline 
and  scholarship.  The  activity  of  the  teacher  stimulated  the 
pupils  to  a  promptness  and  energy  in  recitation,  very  desir- 
able to  witness.  The  punctuality  and  large  average  attendance 
did  credit  to  all  concerned,  and  all  gave  evidence  that  the  right 
teacher  was  in  the  right  place.  The  instruction  was  thorough 
and  practical,  and  the  improvement  seldom  excQ^^<^^»   ^^>&  9ii>ak- 
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trict  will  be  fortunate  if  thej  can  retain  the  services  of  Miss 
Kimball  for  future  terms.  ^^ 

District  No.  13. 

Each  term  terminated  successfullj.  The  teachers.  Miss 
Mary  H.  Batchelder  and  Laura  E.  Shepard,  sustained  good 
order  bj  firm,  though  mild  discipline  and  mutual  attachment. 
Much  credit  is  due  teachers  and  scholars  for  raising  the  stuid- 
ard  of  this  school  above  preceding  terms.  The  exercises  at 
the  close  of  the  last  term  gave  evidence  of  thorough  and  prac- 
tical instruction. 

A  union  of  this  district  with  No.  2^  is  being  contemplated, 
which  will  doubtless  be  a  matter  of  economy  and  advantage, 
when  necessity  compels  the  erection  of  new  school-houses.    J. 

District  No.  14. 

The  first  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  J.  Hadley.  The 
closing  examination  gave  evidence  of  a  fair  amount  of  improve- 
ment. The  scholars  generally  manifested  a  good  degree  of 
interest,  and  with  a  little  more  combined  energy  in  teacher 
and  scholars,  still  more  might  have  been  accomplished. 

Miss'Josie  A.  Keal,  the  teacher  of  the  second  term,  (hough 
young,  possesses  the  requisites  for  a  quiet,  thorough  and  faith- 
ful teacher.  The  punctuality  and  average  attendance  was 
very  good,  and  a  successful  term  is  reported.  J. 

District  No.  15. 

There  was  but  one  term  during  the  year.  The  parents  of 
this  district  are  aware  that  a  judicious  selection  of  teachers, 
and  studious  habits  of  the  scholars,  is  preferable  to  long  terms, 
incompetent  teachers  and  idle  scholars.  Miss  Sophronia  T. 
Kimball,  the  instructress,  fully  sustained  her  reputation  as  a 
hard  working  and  efficient  teacher.  Much  credit  is  due  to 
parents,  teacher  and  scholars,  for  punctuality  and  large  aver- 
age attendance.  j. 


District  No.  16. 

This  school  was  taught  both  terms  by  Miss  Sarah  F.  Holmes, 
a  thorough  and  successful  teacher.  The  school  is  small  and 
composed  mainly  of  small  scholars,  but  they  seem  to  be  quiet 
and  attentive  to  their  studies.  F. 

District  No.  18. 

Both  terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by  Miss  Rosalind  Por- 
ter, a  teacher  of  energy,  firmness  and  great  skill  in  the 
maintenance  of  order.  The  general  deportment  of  the  school 
is  remarkably  good.  Seine  of  the  scholars  are  superior,  and 
the  classes  have  generally  made  good  progress.  The  composi- 
tions of  the  scholars,  —  of  which  specimens  were  read  before 
the  Committee,  —  were,  considering  the  ages  of  the  writers,  of 
a  high  order.  ,  F. 

District  No.  19. 

Miss  Mattie  G.  Glough,  the  teacher  of  the  two  Summer 
terms,  labored  with  anxious  solicitude  and  faithfulness  for  the 
interests  of  the  scholars ;  but  a  want  of  animation  and  interest 
on  the  part  of  many  scholars,  rendered  her  eflforts  partially 
ineffectual,  although  the  closing  examination  ga^e  evidence  of 
some  improvement. 

The  Winter  school,  taught  by  Mr.  Charles  C.  Pike,  from 
various  reasons,  did  not  show  the  improvement  desired.  More 
punctual  habits  would  be  advantageous.  The  combined  efforts 
of  parents,  and  a  teacher  of  untiring  energy  and  perseverance, 
may  raise  this  school  to  a  standard  equal  to  its  advantages.    J. 

District  No.  21. 

The  selection  of  teachers  in  this  district  the  past  year  was 
judiciously  made.  The  Summer  term  was  quiet,  orderly  and 
studious,  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Lydia  S.  Batchelder, 
an  accomplished  and  experienced  teacher.  Success  was  very 
evident. 

The  last  term,  under  the  management  of  Misa  L^xa^  '^. 
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Sbepard,  was  equally  pleasant  and  profitable.  Grood  order  and 
good  feeling  prevailed^  and  all  indicated  that  the  teacher  was 
eminently  qualified  for  her  position.  Districttf*  should  make  an 
effort  to  retain  the  services  of  superior  teachers.  j. 

District  No.  22. 

Under  the  instruction  of  AUss  Lillie  Davis  each  term,  the 
progress,  especially  during  the  first  term,  was  all  that  could 
have  been  expected  under  the  discouraging  circumstances.  In 
a  crowded  house,  unfit  for  the  shelter  of  animals,  she  labored 
with  truUy  heroic  fortitude  and  well  directed  effort.  The  pu- 
pils of  this  district  deserve  better  accommodations.  We  hope 
the  parents  will  soon  realize  that  their  children  are  sustaining 
an  injury,  for  which  dollars  and  cents  can  never  compensate, 
and  preclude  the  necessity  of  the  Committee  again  calling  their 
attention  to  this  subject,  by  speedily  erecting  a  new  school-house. 

J. 

District  No.  23. 

This  school  is  small  and  made  up,  mostly,  of  small  scholars, 
but  well-behaved  and  industrious  in  their  studies.  The  classes 
have  made  good  progress.  The  Summer  term  was  taught  by 
Miss  Lydia  M.  Burroughs,  and  the  Winter  term  by  Miss  Han- 
nah W.  Heath,  —  both  faithful  and  successful  teachers,  —  and 
who  have  succeeded  quite  well  in  interesting  this  little  school 
in  their  studies.  f. 

District  No.  24. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Afiss  Nellie  F.  Ingalls, 
under  whose  instruction  there  seemed  to  be  good  order  in  the 
school  and  commendable  progress  made  in  the  studies. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Priscilla  A.  Kimball, 
who  seems  to  be  admirably  adapted  to,  and  qualified  for,  the 
business  of  teaching.  She  is  quiet  and  unassuming,  but  thor- 
ough and  efficient.    All  the  classes  appeared  well,  especially 
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in  Arithmetic  and  Geography*    The  scholars  were  thoroughly 
interested  in  their  studies.  F. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Ltman  T.  Fmkt, 
Enoch  Jackman, 
Edward  T.  Bowell, 

Superintending  School  Committee. 
March  30, 1867. 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


Your  Committee  have  endeavored  to  diacharge  their  duties, 
as  such,  according  to  the  best  of  their  ability ;  and  in  present- 
ing their  report,  T^ould  say  that  the  schools  in  this  district  have 
been  in  session  thirty  weeks.  This  time  has  been  dinded  into 
three  terms. 

The  first  term  of  the  primary  department  was  under  the 
charge  of  Miss  Anna  M.  Chase,  who  was  partially  engaged  for 
the  year,  but  having  an  invitation  to  go  West,  she  asked  to  be 
relieved  from  her  engagement,  and  her  request  was  reluctantly 
granted.  Her  school  closed  with  honor  to  herself,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

The  two  last  terms  have  been  taught  by  Miss  Ella  F.  Stone, 
who  proved  herself  a  faithful  and  efficient  teacher.  The  best 
of  feeling  prevailed  between  the  teacher  and  scholars.  The 
examination  at  the  close  of  the  school,  showed  that  Miss  Stone 
is  a  superior  teacher  in  this  grade  of  schools. 

The  first  two  terms  of  the  higher  department  were  under  the 
charge  of  Miss  Hattie  C.  LeBosquet,  who  had  the  happy 
faculty  of  gaining  the  good  will  of  her  scholars,  and  commend- 
able progress  in  their  studies  was  the  result. 

The  Winter  term  was  commenced  by  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Buxton, 
and  kept  two  weeks.  She  is  an  experienced  teacher,  and  the 
Committee  would  gladly  have  retained  her  services  ;  but  a 
better  situation  in  one  of  the  western  States  deprived  him  of 
this  privilege  and  pleasure.  She  introduced  a  substitute  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Mary  Anna  Wood,  who,  in  scholarship,  is 
well  prepared  to  teach  in  any  of  our  schools,  and  the  examina- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  school  was  all  that  could  be  expected, 
considering  the  disorderly  conduct  of  some  of  her  scholars  dur^ 
ing  the  term.     If  parents  and  scholars  would  work  as  hard  to 
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make  this  school  what  it  is  capable  of  becoming  as  the  teacher 
did,  it  would  soon  stand  among  the  best  of  our  common  schools ; 
but  it  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  no  parents  have  visited  the 
schools  the  past  Winter,  and  very  few  the  past  year.  They 
have  known  nothing  from  personal  observation  of  the  skill  of 
the  teacher  in  the  government  or  instruction  of  the  school ; 
they  have  known  nothing  of  the  deportment  of  their  own  or 
other  scholars  in  the  school.  Parents  can  make  the  manage- 
ment of  a  school  easy  or  difficult.  They  can  do  very  much  to 
aid  the  teacher  in  discipline,  and  in  making  thS  school  profita- 
ble, and  in. various  ways  greatly  encourage  or  discourage  the 
teacher.  If  parents  will  right  this  wrong,  complaints  would  be 
few  and  far  between. 

The  matter  of  rsdsing  additional  money  for  an  extra  term, 
we  recommit  to  the  consideration  of  the  district,  after  the  favor- 
able experience  of  the  past.  It  is  a  very  creditable  measure 
on  the  part  of  many  tax-payers,  by  which  to  benefit  the  poorer 
classes,  with  but  little  expense  to  themselves. 
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Most  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  D.  Knight, 
M.  H.  Farnum, 
Henry  Martin, 
A.  W.  Abbott, 

E.   T.   ROWBLL, 

jSiuperintcnding  CommxUee* 


R  E  P  O  B  T 

OF   THE 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL   COMMITTEE 

OF 

DISTRICT  N"o.  SO.  MjAlRcsc  28,  iser. 


This  school  (omprises,  as  heretofore,  three  departments,  viz. : 
the  Primairy,  Intermediate  and  the  Grammar  Schoqia. 

The  Primary,  during  the  Summer  term,  was  kept  by  Miss 
Susan  W.  Moore,  who  has  taught  this  school  seven  terms,  and 
won  the  afifection  of  the  children  and  the  favor  of  the  parents. 
She  takes  rank  among  the  best  teachers  in  this  department, 
Whole  attendance,  68  ;  average,  55. 

Intermediate  Summer  School.  Miss  Eliza  T.  Moore,  the 
teacher,  has  been  employed  in  this  district  thirty-nine  months ; 
thorough  in  teaching  and  in  discipline,  exerting  a  good  moral 
influence,  and  infusing  a  good  share  of  her  own  energy  into 
her  pupils.    Whole  attendance,  54  ;  average,  46^. 

Grammer  School  —  Summer  Term.  Miss  Sarah  F.  Ten- 
ney  was  the  teacher,  and  has  taught  in  this  district  about  one 
year  and  three  months  with  very  good  acceptance  and  success, 
both  in  government  and  instruction.  Whole  attendance,  49 ; 
average,  43.  . 

WINTER  SCHOOLS. 

The  Primary  was  kept  by  Miss  Sarah  J.  French  nine  weeks, 
when  she  was  released,  in  order  to  secure  a  desirable  situation 
as  teacher  in  Massachusetts.  Her  scholarship  is  of  a  high 
order,  and  she  was  successful  as  a  teacher.  The  last  three 
weeks  of  the  term  were  kept  by  Mrs.  A.  B.  Goodwin.  Whole 
attendance,  68 ;  average,  54. 

Intermediate  School.  Miss  Julia  A.  Abbott,  an  experi- 
enced teacher,  has  proved  herself  faithful  and  efficient  in  this 
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school.  We  were  gratified  to  find  at  the  examination,  that  she 
trained  her  pupils  to  recite  the  multiplication  table  successfully 
in  concert  up  to  15  times  15.  We  deem  it  important  to  require 
a  familiarity  with  this  table  up  to  20  times  20,  and  even  higher, 
as  an  excellent  discipline  for  the  pupils,  and  as  tending  to  give 
them  a  mastery  over  numbers  in  ready  reckoning,  of  great 
value  in  business.     Whole  attendance,  59  ;  average,  49. 

The  Grammeb  School  was  kept  by  Mr.  Abram  Brown,  an 
experienced  and  highly  qualified  teacher;  thorough  in  teaching 
and  in  discipline,  and  securmg  the  high  respect  of  his  pupils  and 
of  parents.    Whole  attendance,  55  ;  average,  44. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  there  is  no  one  thing  in  which 
teachers  fail  so  much  as  in  maintaining  good  government,  which 
is  indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  a  school.  A  teacher  that 
has  not  suflScient  decision  and  force  of  character  to  suppress 
wJiisperingy  —  which  is  sure  to  bring  with  it  a  train  "of  other 
evils, — will  not  have  the  control  over  pupils  necessary  to  a  suc- 
cessful school.  Children  dislike  restraints,  and  yet  they  will 
have  very  little  respect  for  a  teacher  who  does  not  restrain 
them  kindly  and  effectually.  Punctuality  should  be  insisted  on 
by  teachers,  and  if  they  were  firm  and  decided  in  this,  aided 
by  parents,  our  registers  would  not  be  defaced  by  such  a  sor- 
rowful number  of  marks  of  tardiness  as  we  have  seen,  but 
prefer  not  now  to  name. 

ChWiTen  ure  personal  propertyy  not  in  a  technical  sense  as 
we  reckon  household  furniture  and  money,  but  in  a  higher 
sense,  in  that  they  are  the  most  valuable  of  all  parental  posses- 
sions. They  are  forming  their  characters,  by  early  impres- 
sions, both  for  this  life  and  the  life  to  come ;  hence  their  train- 
ing is  a  work  of  serious  responsibility,  and  to  trust  so  much 
value  to  the  tsharge  of  other  than  teachers  of  a  high  order  of 
qulifications,  is  unwise.  It  was  the  remark  of  an  eminent 
teacher  that ''  no  unskillful  hand  should  play  upon  the  harp 
where  the  tone  will  forever  remain  in  the  strings." 

We  highly  approve  of  the  cultivation  of  vocal  music,  and 
the  practice  of  it  as  a  daily  exercise  in  the  schools ;  also  of 
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calisihenic  exercises ;  hoik  of  ^bich  exert  a  happy  inflaence 
upon  discipline,  contribute  to  tbe  healtb  and  enjoyment  of  tlie 
pupils,  and  waken  up  their  minds  to  more  earnest  study  and 
greater  improvement.  It  is  very  desirable  that  teachers  shoold 
be  able  to  sing  well  so  as  to  lead  in  this  exercise. 

Parents  have  occasion  to  ^ve  especial  attention  to  the 
schools,  by  frequent  visits.  A  suitable  home  influence  would 
secure  a  far  better  equivalent  for  the  money  used  to  support 
them.  It  is  an  admitted  fact,  that  one  of  tjie  main  pillars  of 
our  free  government  is  education  for  all  the  people.  Oor 
school-houses,  —  or  knowledge  boxes,  as  somebody  has  caUed 
them,  —  scattered  over  our  country,  are  as  necessary  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people,  as  the  light  of  the  stars  to 
cheer  the  night.  Indeed,  we  are  not  sure  but  we  could  better 
dispense  with  the  use  of  the  stars  than  we  could  with  our  free 
schools.  They  offer  the  means  of  education  to  all  alike,  both 
the  rich  and  the  poor.  It  is  said  to  be  a  fact,  that  the  son  of 
a  poor  wood-sawyer  in  one  of  our  New  England  cities,  a 
few  years  ago,  won  the  medal  for  superior  scholarship,  while 
the  son  of  an  eminent  statesman,  in  competition  with  him,  fsdled 
to  get  it.  Our  motto  should  be,  education  for  ally  rich  and 
poor.  "  The  country  that  has  the  best  schools  will  take  the 
first  rank  among  the  nations."  It  is  far  less  expensive  to  edu- 
cate the  rising  generation  for  respectable  members  of  society, 
than  to  control  them,  if  suffered  to  grow  up  in  ignorance, 
which  is  the  parent  of  vice. 

Plenty  of  money  invested  in  our  free  schools,  together  with 
competent  teachers,  proper  parental  influence,  and  a  faithful 
supervision  of  the  schools,  is  sure  to  pay  rich  dividends. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  to  this  district,  the  past 
year,  was  J630.07. 

Length  of  the  schools  in  Summer  term,  11  weeks. 

Length  of  the  schools  in  Winter  term,  12  weeks. 

Teachers'  wages,  including  board,  per  month : 
Primary,  Summer  and  Winter  terms,  $24 

Intermediate,  Summer  and  Winter  terms,  $24 
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Grammar  School,  Summer  term, 
Grammar  Sohool,  Winter  term, 
Whole  attendance,  Summer  term, 
Whole  attendance.  Winter  term, 
Average  attendance,  Summer  term. 
Average  attendance,  Winter  term. 


$28 
$60 

171  pupils. 

182  pupils. 

144  pupils. 

147  pupils. 


Visits  and  calls  of  Superintending  Committee  in  Summer,  22 
Visits  and  calls  of  Superintending  Committee  in  Winter,  24 
Visits  of  other  citizens  in  Summer,  30 

Visits  of  other  citizens  in  Winter,  60 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  Wm.  Fiske, 
Ira  E.  Kenney, 
Abial  Rolfe, 
Superintending  School  Committee,  No.  20. « 


EIGHTH   ANISTJAL   REPORT 


THE    BOARD    OF    EDUCATIOJS 


In  presenting  their  eighth  annual  report,  the  Board  of  Ed 
cation  of  Union  School  District  are  happy  to  congratulate  tl 
citizens  of  the  district,  upon  the  continued  prosperity,  and  ge: 
erally  improved  condition,  of  the  schools  under  their  char| 
during  the  past  year.  In  accordance  with  the  course  of  stuc 
heretofore  adopted,  twenty-five  schools,  under  the  instruction  « 
thirty-one  regular  teachers,  have  been  taught  each  for  thirty 
eight  weeks,  with  quite  various,  but,  for  the  most  part,  vei 
satisfactory  success.  The  names  of  the  several  teachers  of  tl 
different  schools,  during  the  year,  are  as  follows: 

IIic.ii  School.  Mr.  Moses  Woolson,  Principal ;  Mrs.  Abb 
G.  Woolson,  Misses  Sarah  E.  Blair,  E.  J.  Sherman,  Julia  ( 
Hunt,  Helen  E.  Gilbert,  and  Mary  H.  Brooks,  Assistants. 

Grammar  Schools.  Merrimack  —  Misses  Lucy  E.  Hi 
and  Kate  A.  Shumway,  Principals ;  Mrs.  R.  Akerman,  AssisI 
ant.  Centre  —  Miss  Mary  A.  Eaton,  Principal;  Miss  Mar 
0.  Carter,  Assistant.  liiimford  —  Miss  Julia  Jones,  Princi 
pal ;  Miss  Metta  C.  Davis,  Assistant. 

Inteumediatb  Schools.  State  Streety  North  End — Mis 
D.  E.  E.  Hill;  iliemmacA  —  Miss  S.  F.Emery;  Centre- 
Miss  E.  F.  Ordway ;  Myrtle  Street  —  Miss  Julia  M.  Johnson 
Rumford  —  Miss  11.  M.  Putney;  West  Street^  South  End- 
Mrs.  P.  S.  Bo  wen. 

Primary  Schools.  State  Street,  North  End — Miss  Hele 
McG.  Ayers  ;  Merrimack  —  Miss  Eliza  J.  Day;  Frankli\ 
Street  —  Miss  M.  E.  Hoag;  Union  Street  —  First,  Mia 
Susan  R.  Moulton  ;  Second,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett;    Centre- 
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Miss  A.  M.  Nutter;  Spring  Street — ^^First,  Miss  Isabella 
Nutter ;  Second,  Misses  Clara  E.  Batchelder  and  Sarah  A.  Day ; 
Myrtle  Street  —  Miss  Z.  H.  Morgan;  Sixth  Ward Hotise  — 
Misses  Hannah  Bell  and  H.  Addie  Monroe ;  Bumford — ^Misses 
Mary  E.  F.  Andrews  and  E.  J.  Wallace  ;  West  Street^  South 
End  —  First,  Misses  M.  E.  and  Lucy  A.  Greene ;  Second, 
Misses  Ellen  A.  Reed  and  Anna  E.  Shute. 

Mixed  Schools.  Bow  Brook  —  Misses  H.  Addie  Monroe 
and  Ellen  A.  Reed ;  Eleven  Lots  —  Misses  H.  Josephine 
Sleeper,  Abby  A.  Flint  and  Eva  E.  Piper. 

The  following  table  exhibits  at  a  glance  the  number  of  schol- 
ars of  each  sex  attending  the  various  schools  during  the  year, 
and  the  average  attendance  in  each  : 


Schools, 


O 


!> 


High  School,  * .   ,..,....  t  >«*.«..,  ^  .• « •  > 

>Iorrlma<:k  Grammar,,  >«,*•*..*..,,,,,,,.,,...... 

Centre  Gmnimar^  - ,  *  *  ..*,**,.  •*.«••«..  ^  * « * 

TCumford  Grummar,  .«,.*.».  ^  «..>..*, , 

Stfltti  StretJt,  North  End  Intcfraediote, , 

Merrimack  iDteniif^iatCi  > ....  ^ ,,,,..,. 

Contre  lutcrtttt^diarte, , , . , ,,......*.,,...... 

Mjrttc  Strict  Intermed  late, .  ^  ..*«.,.......,,.,, , 

Ktimford  IrtteimeiliatOt ......,,,..,,.,.. < , . 

Wofft  £jtreet,  South  End  Intorraediate,* .,.,.,,,,.. 
State  Street,  North  End  rriraarj^,  .*.*..,,,.**.,, 

Mt'i-rimack  I?riraarj , , 

Union  Street  Primflry,  First  iJivtsioiii, , 

Union  Street  Primarj,  Set'ond  Divliion,. . . ..,  .^. . . 

Centra  Primary^ .....-.-., ., , 

Spring  Street  f'rirtiary,  First  Divfston^ ........... 

Sprin;:^  Street  Primaryj  Second  DiviaioUp 

AI yrtk  Street  Frimnry, ..,.....,.,, 

J^ixth  Ward  House  IVimnry*,  ..,*,.,... 

Rumford  PrSmnry, ,,.....,.... , , , 

State  St  recti  South  End  Primnry,  First  Divt^ioRj . . 
State  Street,  South  Eud  PrimiLryf  beeond  DivLiioUj 
Franklin  Street  Primary, ....  v  ^ .............  ^  * ,  * 

Bow  Brook  School  ..,*..»...,......,...,,..»... 

Eleven  Lota  SlIiooIj,  ,..,.,.*.,..««.    ........... 


45 
fi5 
G'i 
57 
:)(> 
27 
42 
34 
23 
^h 
49 
27 
39 
3. 
32 
32 
32 
37 
21 

31 
S5 

40 
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100 
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44 
53 
40 
44 
45 
48 
44 
45 
53 
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45 
50 
30 
48 
34 
4S 
40 
33 
25 
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The  whole  amount  of  money  received  for  the  year  has  been 
$14,654,  of   which   $54.00    came   from  the  Uterw^  l\aA^ 
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$7,020.10  from  taxation,  by  the  city,  and  $7,579.90  from 
taxation  by  the  district.  Of  this  sum,  §70  was  paid  for  inter- 
est on  money  borrowed,  and  $137.50  for  insurance,  leaving 
$14,446.50  for  the  support  of  the  schools.  This  gives  an  aver- 
ago  of  about  $7.62  per  year  for  each  scholar  of  money  raised, 
or  a  fraction  over  twenty  cents  per  week  for  each  scholar. 

It  is  impossible  to  speak  of  the  different  schools  as  they  de- 
serve, within  the  limits  of  a  brief  report,  still  wo  feel  compelled 
to  allude  to  them  somewhat  in  detail. 

The  High  Schooly  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Woolson,  as 
principal,  and  of  Mrs.  Woolson,  Misses  Blair,  Sherman  anJ 
Brooks,  as  permanent,  and  Misses  Hunt  and  Gilbert  as  tempo- 
rary assistants,  during  the  past  year,  has  admirably  sustained 
the  high  position  it  should  ever  maintain  at  the  head  of  our 
system  of  public  schools.  Although  Miss  Sherman  resigned 
quite  unexpectedly,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Fall  term,  to 
accept  a  higher  position  and  larger  salary  elsewhere,  her  place 
was  well  supplied,  tempoi'arily,  by  the  services  of  two  excellent 
pupils  in  the  school  itself,  Misses  Hunt  and  Gilbert,  through 
that  term,  and  permanently,  by  the  election  of  Miss  Brooks 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  her  resignation,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Winter  term.  It  may  not  be  in  good  taste 
to  boast  of  the  supeiiority  of  our  own  possessions,  and  perfec- 
tion cannot  safely  bo  predicated  of  anything  human,  yet  wc 
cannot  repress  a  feeling  of  honest  exultation  at  the  character 
of  our  High  School,  and  we  deem  it  but  justice  to  its  faithful 
and  successful  teachers,  to  say,  that  if  a  better  regulated,  bet- 
ter governed,  or  better  instructed  school,  of  the  same  grade,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  State,  or  in  New  England,  we  are  ignorant 
of  its  location.  We  do,  therefore,  most  earnestly  urge  upon 
our  citizens  the  duty,  or  rather,  the  privilege,  of  visiting  the 
attractive  rooms  of  this  school,  at  any  and  all  times,  thereby 
making  themselves  familiar  with  its  excellent  management,  its 
admirable  discipline,  the  thoroughness  and  extent  of  the 
instruction  imparted,  and  the  superior  advantages  for  acquiring 
a  good  education  there  enjoyed  by  our  children. 
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The  3Ierrimac7c  Grammar  School^  under  Misses  Hill  and 
Shumway,  as  principals,  and  Mrs.  Akerman,  as  assistant,  has 
maintained  its  former  reputation.  Although  we  regretted  to 
lose  Miss  Hill  from  this  school  at  the  close  of  the  Summer  term, 
wo  were  fortunate  in  securing  Miss  Sh^imway  to  fill  her  place. 
She  has  proved  herself  ladylike,  mild  and  cheerful  in  her  inter- 
course with  her  scholars,  but  at  the  same  time  firm  in  all  her 
purposes.  She  has  thus  far  been  able  to  secure  the  good  will 
of  her  pupils,  and  at  the  same  time  maintain  commendable  dis- 
cipline. Mrs.  Akerman  is  one  of  our  best  teachers,  always 
devoted  to  her  work,  abounding  in  resources  for  interesting  and 
improving  those  whom  she  instructs.  Both  departments  are  in 
fine  condition. 

The  Centre  Grammar  ScJiool,  under  the  continued  instruc- 
tion of  Miss  Eaton,  as  principal,  and  Miss  Carte/,  as  assistant, 
always  in  excellent  condition,  has  been  emphatically  so  through 
the  last  year.  Good  order  has  prevailed,  and  the  examinations 
at  the  close  of  the  several  terms  have  shown  a  careful  attention 
to  the  studies  pursued.  In  both  rooms  the  practice  of  allowing 
the  scholars  to  question  each  other,  on  subjects  collateral  with 
the  lesson,  seems  to  have  awakened  a  healthy  rivalry,  which 
has  evidently  done  much  to  develop  a  capacity  for  research 
and  independent  thought.  The  classes  in  history  manifested  a 
remarkable  degree  of  vivacity  and  life,  which  we  should  be 
glad  to  see  prevail  in  all  classes  in  every  school.  Miss  Carter's 
room  has  been  crowded  so  as  to  increase  the  diflSculty  of  her 
labors,  but  the  attendance  has  been  uniformly  quite  regular,  and 
the  progress  satisfactory. 

The  Ihcmford  Grammar  School,  under  Miss  Jones,  as  prin- 
cipal, and  Miss  Davis,  as  assistant,  has  not  quite  equalled  itself 
for  the  whole  year.  Some  difficulties  in  Miss  Jones'  room,  during 
the  last  term  particularly,  seemed  to  have  an  injurious  eflFect 
upon  the  entire  school,  and  we  think  upon  all  the  schools  in  the 
building ;  but,  the  causes  having  been  removed,  by  the  expul- 
sion of  those  with  whom,  the  difficulties  originated,  it  is  hoped 
a  marked  improvement  may  hereafter  be  exhibited,    "M.m'^^- 


22 

vis  has  well  sustaiDcd  her  reputation  as  a  faithful  teacher,  and 
her  scholars  seem  thoroughly  acquainted  lyith  the  studies  they 
have  pursued. 

The  State  Street^  North  Undy  Intermediate  School  has  been 
for  the  entire  year  in  charge  of  Miss  Hill,  who  has  been  uni- 
formly successful  in  its 'management.  She  is  devoted  to  her 
work,  faithful  and  energetic.  The  school  has  been  fuller  than 
formerly,  but  there  has  been  no  diflBculty  with  any  of  the  pu- 
pils, with  a  single  exception,  that  of  a  boy,  who,  after  being 
repeatedly  suspended  and  readmitted,  is  at  present  excluded, 
from  the  fact  that  his  presence  in  school  is  productive  of  little 
benefit  to  himself,  while  highly  injurious  to  others. 

The  Merrimack  Intermediate^  under  the  instruction  of  Miss 
Emery,  has  been  quite  successful.  Owing  to  the  want  of 
room  in  the  lower  department  of  the  Grammar  School,  one  half 
the  pupils  are  Grrammar  scholars,  and  the  examination  at  the 
close  of  the  last  term,  showed  them  to  have  made  excellent 
progress.     Miss  Emery  is  one  of  our  most  faithful  teachers. 

The  Centre  Intermediate^  under  Miss  Ordway,  was  a  little 
noisy  at  the  close  of  the  last  term,  but  generally  appcarcil  in 
fair  condition.  There  is  so  great  a  diflferfence  in  the  capacity 
and  attainments  of  this  numerous  school,  that  we  think  it 
should  be  divided  into  at  least  two  classes,  instead  of  consti- 
tuting but  a  single  one.  It  is  evident  that  quite  a  number  of 
the  pupils  cannot  be  prepared  for  promotion  to  the  Grammar 
School  at  the  end  of  the  present  school  year. 

The  3Iyrtle  Street  Intermediate ^  under  the  instruction  of 
Miss  Julia  M.  Johnson,  is  •  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The 
attendance  the  last  term  was  pretty  good,  and  the  teacher 
aimed  at  thoroughness  rather  than  rapidity  of  progress.  In 
written  arithmetic,  the  first  class  did  not  quite  complete  the 
prescribed  amount  of  work,  but  reviewed  well  in  what  they 
had  done.  Much  attention  was  devoted  to  reading  and  spclU 
ing,  and  commendable  improvement  made  in  these  branches. 

The  liumford  Intermediate ^  under  the  continued  instruction 
of  Miss  Putney,  has  been  well  managed  and  instructed,  and  is 
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iQ  every  respect  an  excellent  school.  She  is  one  of  our  most 
successful  teachers. 

The  West  Street  Intermediate^  in  the  charge  of  Mrs.  Bowen, 
has  been  a  good  school,  but  might  perhaps  have  been  improved 
by  more  vigorous  discipline.  There  has  been  habitual  tardiness 
on  the  part  of  some  of  the  pupils,  which  the  teacher  was  una- 
ble to  remedy.  Some  of  the  parents  seem  to  have  no  idea  of 
the  importance  of  punctuality  to  the  progress  of  their  children. 
Until  this  error  shall  be  corrected,  all  efiforts  of  the  teacher  cannot 
make  this  school  what  it  otherwise  might  be.  A  new  house 
and  better  school-rooms  and  furniture  are  greatly  needed  in 
this  locality,  and  would  doubtless  greatly  improve  the  schools. 

Tho  State  Street^  North  Undy  Primary  School^  has  been 
through  the  year  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Ayers,  who  has 
proved  herself  a  good  teacher,  competent  to  take  charge  suc- 
cessfully of  more  advanced  scholars.  The  pr«ssure  on  this 
school  has  been  relieved  by  the  opening  of  that  at  the  new 
house  on  Franklin  Street  —  but  a  larger  number  of  the  schol- 
ars than  formerly  are  of  foreign  parentage.  The  children  from 
Fosterville  and  Perkinsville  attend  here,  as  also  those  living 
at  Robinson's  Tannery.  The  school  appeared  well  at  the  ex- 
amination. 

The  Franklin  Street  Primary  has  been  through  the  year  in 
charge  of  Miss  Hoag,  who  has  been  quite  successful  in  its  man- 
agement. The  school  was  not  full  last  tarm,  but  the  seats  will 
probably  all  be  filled  at  the  opening  of  the  Spring  term. 

The  Union  Street  Primaries^  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Crockett 
and  Miss  Moulton,  are  in  good  condition.  Mrs.  Crockett  was 
out  of  her  school  by  reason  of  sickness  a  few  weeks  at  the 
commencement  of  last  term.  Miss  Moulton  has  been  assidu- 
ous in  her  labors,  and  her  schT)ol  appears  well. 

The  Merrimack  Primary^  long  under  the  instruction  of  Miss 
Day,  always  appears  well.  She  is  the  right  person  in  the  right 
place. 

The  Centre  Primary^  under  Miss  Nutter,  is  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  scholars  are  always  bright  and  attentive,  and  make 
good  progress  in  their  studies. 
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The  Myrtle  Street  Primart/j  under  Miss  Morgan,  is  in  fiur 
condition. as  to  order  and  progress,  but  is  not  brilliant.  Con- 
siderable attention  has  been  paid  to  oral  instruction  in  geog- 
raphy and  arithmetic,  with  favorable  results ;  and  moro  of  this 
sort  of  instruction  would  not  come  amiss. 

The  Mixed  School  at  Bow  Brooky  under  the  care  of  Miss 
Keed,  for  the  past  term,  has  well  sustsuned  the  good  condition 
it  was  previously  in  under  Miss  Monroe.  The  territory  from 
whence  the  scholars  for  this  house  are  drawn,  being  ahnost  en- 
tirely populated  by  Irish  laborers,  the  upper  classes  are  very 
small  and  the  lower  very  irregular  in  their  attendance.  StiD, 
a  few  have  made  excellent  progress  and  will  be  well  pre- 
pared to  advance  to  higher  grades.  The  discipline  has  been 
excellent,  and  everything  appeared  well  at  the  close  of  the 
term-  This  school  has  greatly  improved  since  its  organization 
and  is  doing  good  service  to  the  neighborhood. 

The  Sixth  Ward  House  Primary^  in  charge  of  Misses 
Bell  and  Monroe,  has  been  doing  very  well  through  the  year, 
although  largely  composed  of  Irish  children.  The  teachers 
have  performed  their  work  faithfully. 

The  Spring  Street  Primaries',  under  the  instruction  of 
Misses  Nutter,  Batchelder  and  Day,  have  been  well  managed, 
and  quite  successful.     Miss  Nutter's  school  is  a  very  good  one. 

The  Ruwford  Primary^  under  Miss  Wallace,  has  not  been 
quite  successful.  The  teacher  failed  to  interest  the  pupils  and 
everything  was  dull  and  listless.  A  change  of  teacher  seems 
necessary. 

The  West  Street  Primaries^  under  Misses  Greene  and  Shute, 
appear  to  have  done  well.  Miss  Greene  succeeded  wonderfully 
in  gaining  the  good  will  of  her  pupils,  and  at  the  same  time 
maintaining  good  order.  The  recitations  .in  her  school  wi>re 
spirited  and  correct.  Both  teachers  are  entitled  to  commenda- 
tion. 

The  Mixed  School  at  the  Eleven  Lots,  has  been  peculiarly 
unfortunate.  During  the  Spring  term,  it  was  in  charge  of 
Miss  n.  Josephine  Sleeper,   whose  instruction  was  not  very 
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thorough,  and  whose  discipline  was  lar.  In  the  Fall,  she  was 
succeeded  by  Miss  Abbie  A.  Flint,  a  young  lady  of  good  educa- 
tion, quite  successful  in  imparting  instruction,  but  who  utterly 
failed  in  government.  During  the  Winter,  it  was  under  the  in- 
struction of  Miss  Eva  E.  Piper,  a  young  lady  of  much  energy 
and  decision  of  character,  and  well  educated.  She  labored 
faithfully,  and  endeavored  to  maintain  good  order,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  counter  efforts  of  some  of  the  parents,  we 
think  she  would  have  been  successful.  She  is  young,  and  may 
have  erred  in  judgment  in  adopting  some  regulations,  but  on 
one  occasion  she  was  assailed  with  coarse  and  profane  language 
by  the  father  of  one  of  her  pupils  in  the  presence  of  the  school, 
and  was  often  greatly  abused  by  some  of  the  pupils.  A  change 
of  teacher  is  unavoidable. 

In  concluding  this  hasty  sketch  of  the  condition  of  the  schools, 
we  desire  to  impress  upon  the  citizens  of  the  district  the  indis- 
pensable necessity  of  continuing  their  liberal  appropriations  for 
their  support.  As  will  have  been  noticed,  the  largest  portion 
of  the  school  money  for  the  past  year,  was  derived  from  the 
tax  imposed  by  themselves,  and  but  for  that  tax  their  schools 
could  not  have  been  kept  in  operation  more  than  seventeen  or 
eighteen  weeks.  Our  city  is  largely  in  debt,  and  taxes  must 
necessarily  be  high  for  many  years,  which  would  have  a  nat- 
ural tendency  to  repel  wealth  and  population  from  our  midst. 
But,  if  the  character  of  our  schools  be  sustained  and  improved, 
no  burden  of  taxation  will  prevent  the  intelligent  and  good 
from  remaining  to  enjoy  their  advantages,  or  hinder  the  like 
classes  in  neighboring  towns  from  locating  within  our  bor- 
ders for  the  purpose  of  availing  themselves  of  their  ben- 
efits. These  schools,  therefore,  are  the  strength  and  surest 
guarantee  of  the  .  future  growth  and  prosperity  of  our 
village. 

To  sustain  and  improve  these  schools,  two  things  arc  neces- 
sary. To  one  of  these,  we  have  already  alluded,  in  urging  a 
continuance  of  liberal  appropriations  for  their  support.  The 
other  is,  an  increased  interest  of  parents  in  the  culture  of  thevt 
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cliildren  and  in  the  instrumentalities  for  effecting  it.  It  has 
been  well  said,  that  the  school  is  the  true  index,  individuallj 
and  collectively,  of.  the  inner  life  of  the  communitj  from 
whence  its  pupils  are  drawn,  and  that  the  image  of  the  object 
is  no  more  accurately  reflected  from  the  surface  of  the  mirror, 
than  the  home  life  and  manner  of  bringing  up  children  is 
exhibited  in  the  school-room.  If,  therefore,  you  would  see 
your  schools  take  a  higher  position  in  their  capacity  for  use- 
fulness, train  your  children,  by  example  as  well  as  precept,  to 
obedience  and  order,  and  a  proper  degree  of  self-respect  at 
home.  Then  visit  frequently  their  schools  and  encourage  their 
teachers.  Consider  the  difficulties  and  responsibilities  of  those 
teachers,  their  harassing  cares  and  incessant  anxiety,  and 
determine  to  sustain  thera,  by  striving  to  render  their  work 
pleasant,  instead  of  regarding  them  as  targets,  at  which  taunts 
and  reproaches,  "  the  shafts  of  criticism  and  the  arrows  of 
calumny,"  are  to  be  hurled.  Carry  out  your  determination 
by  frequent  and  friendly  visits  to  thd  school-room.  If  you 
would  not  permit  a  mechanic,  or  even  an  ordinary  farm  labor- 
er, to  serve  you  even  for  a  week  or  day,  without  looking  after 
him  to  see  whether  he  was  performing  correctly  the  services 
required  of  him,  do  not  suffer  those  engaged  in  the  higher 
duty  of  training  your  children's  intellects  and  forming  their 
characters,  to  toil  on  for  long  months,  without  knowing,  from 
your  own  personal  observation,  with  what  fidelity  and  success 
they  are  laboring.  In  this  way  you  can  make  your  schools 
just  what  you  choose  to  have  them. 

Our  District  may  well  be  proud  of  their  excellent  system  of 
free  public  instruction,  as  a  whole,  and  can  point,  with  sincere 
gratification,  to  their  schools  and  school-houses,  as  monuments 
of  progress  and  advancement.  If  not  yet  all  that  could  be 
desired,  they  are  so  greatly  superior  to  what  they  were,  even 
ten  years  ago,  that  every  friend  of  popular  education  may 
justly  take  courage,  and  hope  for  still  more  favorable  results 
in  the  future. 

If,  then,  the  generous  liberality  which  has  characterized 
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your  expenditures  for  schools  and  school-houses  for  the  last  ten 
years,  shall  be  continued,  and,  if  necessary,  increased — if 
parents  will  but  cherish  a  deeper  sympathy  with,  and  exercise 
a  more  vigilant  care  over  their  children  at  home  —  if  they  will 
visit  mcfre  frequently  their  schools,  and  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  their  teachers  —  if  they  "vvill  make  half  the 
effort  to  sustain  and  encourage  in  well-doing  and  progressive 
culture,  both  pupils  and  teachers,  which  the  magnitude  of  the 
interest  involved  in  their  connection  with  each  other  demands  — 
our  schools  will  go  on  prospering  and  to  prosper,  improving  and 
still  to  improve,  until  they  shall  come  to  be  rightly  esteemed 
the  highest  glory  of  our  beautiful  city/ 

Asa  Fowler, 
J.  B.  Walker, 
S.  C.  Eastman, 
D.  Patten, 
L.  D.  Stevens, 
J.  P.  Bancroft, 
A.  J.  Prescott, 
P.  B.  Cogswell,  * 
J.  V.  Barron, 
Board  of  Education  for  Union  School  District. 
March  16, 1867. 


MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

Assembled  as  we  are  to-day,  to  complete  the  organization  of 
the  City  Government  for  the  ensuing  year,  allow  me  to  express 
to  my  friends,  of  whatever  political  preference,  my  thanks  for 
their  generous  support  and  unwavering  confidence  in  my  fidel- 
ity and  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  city.  In  presenting  this,  my  fifth  message 
to  you,  with  the  solemn  oath  yet  fresh  upon  ray  lips,  it  is  n/y 
firm  determination  now,  as  heretofore,  —  relying  always  upon 
you,  Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council,  for  advice,  cooperation 
and  support,  —  faithfully,  and  in  accordance  with  my  best 
judgment,  to  carry  out  in  every  measure  the  result  of  w^atchful, 
prudent  care  and  forethought,  combined  with  strict  economy 
for  the  interests  of  the  whole  people  of  this  city  —  dear  to  me 
as  the  homo  of  my  ancestors,  who  for  five  generations  have 
participated  in  the  progress  of  their  birthplace,  from  a  howling 
wihlerncss,  to  our  present  prosperous  city.  With  thankfulness 
let  us  review  the  past  year,  remembering  that  we  have  been 
spared  from  devastating  fire  and  pestilence,  from  which  many 
sister  cities,  less  favored,  have  suffered  deeply,  and  that  peace 
and  prosperity  have  been  within  our  borders. 

FINANCES. 

The  state  of  our  finances  I  will  endeavor  to  lay  before  you  in 
so  plain  and  clear  a  manner,  that  every  one  may  read  and 
understand  for  himself;  and  when  citizens  complain  of  the 
heavy  indebtedness  of  our  city,  let  them  remember  that  much 
of  the  debt  was  contracted  to  help  carry  on  the  recent  war,  and 
now,  instead  of  finding  fault  with  past  expenditures,  which  the 
state  of  the  country  seemed  to  render  unavoidable,  let  them 


29  • 

promptly  racet  our  liabilities,  and  endeavor,  by  prudence  and 
economy,  to  reduce  the  debt.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
past  financial  year,  February  1,  1866,  the  indebtedness  of  the 
city  was  as  follows  : 

Funded  debts  by  the  issue  of  bonds,  payable  at  stated  periods  : 

Bearing  interest  6  per  cent,  payable  in  currency, $204,000 

Bearing  interest  5  per  cent.,  payable  in  currency, 18,000 

Bearing  interest  6  per  cent,  payable  in  gold, 50,000 

$272,000 
Floating  debt,  notes  due  sundry  persons, 40,675 

Added  to  the  funded  debt  of  S272.000,  making $312,675 

Interest  due  February  1,  1 866,  and  paid  on  bonds, $4,500 

Interest  due  February  1,  1866,  and  paid  on  notes, 1,175 

$5,676 

Of  the  funded  debt  due  January  1, 1867,  was  paid  $3,000 ; 
§12,385  of  the  floating  debt  due  on  demand  has  been  paid  dur- 
ing the  past  y®^r>  2is  the  notes  were  presented,  making  an 
actual  decrease  of  the  city  indebtedness  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  February  1,  1867,  of  $15,385,  leaving  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  city  February  1,  1867,  $297,290,  aside  from  the 
State  House  and  Precinct  loan,  which  by  a  special  act  of  Legis- 
lature, passed  July  6,  1864,  the  city  were  authorized  to  borrow 
(§100,000,  being  the  sum  the  city  proposed  to  raise  for  enlarg- 
ing and  remodeling  the  State  House);  also  by  the  same  act  of 
the  Legislature,  a  City  Precinct  was  established  for  the  purpose 
of  borrowing  an  additional  sum  of  §50,000,  thus  making  the 
State  House  debt  §150,000.  This  debt  is  funded,  §100,000 
payable  at  the  option  of  the  city  after  May  1,  1870,  the 
§50,000  Precinct  loan  payable  at  the  option  of  the  precinct  after 
December  1,  1870,  each  bearing  interest  6  per  cent.,  payable 
in  gold,  semi-annually,  the  interest  due  being  punctually  paid. 

The  available  assets  of  the  city,  by  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  are  as  follows : 

Balance  due  from  William  IT.  Buntin,  Collector  of  Taxes  for  1865,..  ..$914.52 
Balance  due  from  William  H  Buntin,  Collector  of  Taxes  for  1866,.  .31,181.34 

Cash  in  the  Treasury  February  1,  1867 6,610.13 

Due  from  Merrimack  County,  sundry  towns  and  other  sources .2,  812.18 
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I  have  endeavored  by  separating  the  State  House  debt  from 
the  other  indebtedness  of  the  city,  to  show  conclusivelj  that  we 
are  lessening  the  indebtedness  in  proportion  to  the  annual  tax 
laid  upon  the  city.  Be  it  remembered  the  tax  for  last  year  was 
about  one  per  cent,  less  than  the  previous  year.  For  the  past 
year  our  ordinary  city  expenses  have  been  no  greater  than  those 
of  former  years,  taking  into  consideration  the  increasing  popu- 
lation, and  as  a  consequent  result,  the  growing  wants  of  our 
people. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Upon  examination  of  our  roads  at  the  commencement  of  the 
past  year,  I  found  the  Shaker  Road  under  an  indictment,  to 
remove  which,  it  was  necessary  to  thoroughly  repair  the  entire 
road  at  an  expense  of  §1,114.  I  think  that  road  is  in  good  con- 
dition for  some  years,  save,  of  course,  such  repairs,  as  the  mel- 
ting of  the  snow  and  ice  in  Spring  render  necessary  every 
year.  Additional  appropriations  had  to  be  made  in  several  high- 
way districts,  owing  to  the  washing  of  the  roads  by  the  heavy 
rains  of  last  Summer.  The  bridges  over  the  Merrimack  are  in 
good  condition,  excepting  the  Lower  Bridge,  which  was  unroof- 
ed by  a  gale  of  wind  in  November  last.  The  sum  of  §1,800 
was  expended  in  repairing  the  piers  of  that  bridge  last  year. 
This  year  the  roof  must  be  replaced.  A  bridge  over  the  Sou- 
cook  River,  near  Richardson's  mills,  will  have  to  be  rebuilt  the 
present  season,  one  half  of  which  belongs  to  Pembroke.  Last 
year  §5,500  was  raised  and  appropriated  for  roads  and  bridges. 
I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  their  present  oondition,  a  less  sum 
will  answer  the  present  year,  and  would  recommend  the  appro- 
priation of  §5,000  for  that  purpose. 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  our  Fire  Department  again  reports 
"  a  deficiency  of  water."  Tjiat  that  deficiency  may  in  a  meas- 
ure be  supplied,  I  would  recommend  the  building  of  new  reser- 
voirs, and  connecting  them  with  those  now  in  use,  by  means  of 
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pipe  of  sufficient  capacity  to  conduct  water  from  one  to  the 
other.  During  the  past  year  but  one  new  reservoir  was  built, 
that  being  located  on  South  street.  Last  year  we  recommend- 
ed the  purchase  of  another  steamer,  which  purchase  has  been 
made  at  an  expense  of  $4,250  for  a  second  class  steamer,  Kear- 
sarge.  A  hose  carriage  and  950  feet  of  engine  hose  have  also 
been  added,  250  feet  of  new  hose  are  ordered  for  West  Con- 
cord, and  300  feet  for  Fisherville,  to  be  supplied  as  soon  as  the 
order  can  be  filled,  thus  making  the  apparatus  for  our  Fire  De- 
partment quite  complete.  Our  great  need  now  is  a  suitable 
building  to  accommodate  our  Steamers,  and  I  would  recommend 
that  immediate  measures  be  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  building 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  both  the  Steamers  and 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  most  earnestly  desiring  that  you 
may  be  able  to  locate  the  building  to  the  general  satisfaction  of 
our  citizens,  and  the  excellent  body  of  Engineers  and  Firemen, 
who  during  the  past  year,  have  fully  sustained  their  former  well 
earned  reputation.  For  more  particulars  I  would  refer  you  to 
the  Chief  Engineer's  report.  In  closing  these  remarks  I  would 
call  your  attention  to  the. Extinguisher,  a  self-acting,  portable 
Fire  Engine,  which,  although  I  have  seen  it  but  once  in  operation, 
seemed  to  me  to  be  a  very  convenient  affair  to  have  on  hand, 
particularly  for  those  who  have  valuable  property  a  little  remote 
from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  city  engines. 

POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

We  are  much  in  need  of  a  suitable  building  for  a  Police 
Station.  Our  present  accommodations  are  not  what  they  should 
be ;  neither  can  we  obtain  a  permanent  lease  of  the  same,  as 
the  owner  contemplates  building  on  that  site.  Very  few  people 
are  willing  to  rent  their  rooms,  if  located  in  a  block,  for  a  police 
station,  and  I  would  recommend  that  the  City  Council  take 
action  as  early  as  practicable  upon  erecting  a  suitable  build- 
ing, and  would  also  recommend  the  lot  now  owned  by  the 
city,  on  Warren  street,  as  a  suitable  location. 

Our  efficient  police  force  have,  with  their  usual  vigilance^  ea- 
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forced  quiet  and  order  throughout  the  city.  Their  duty,  I  coo- 
ceive  to  bo,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  the  prevention  of,  as 
well  as  arrest  for  crime  ;  and  in  looking  over  the  report  of  our 
City  Marshal,  you  will  find  far  the  greater  number  of  arrests 
ore  for  intoxication  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  During  the 
past  year  there  has  been  less  liquor  sold  in  the  city  of  Concord 
than  for  any  one  year  during  the  preceding  seven  years.  AH 
open  selling  of  liquor  has  been  rigorously  prosecuted,  and  every- 
thing on  the  sly  closely  watched,  and  prosecuted  where  any  e?i- 
dence  could  bo  obtained.  "While  our  city  was  more  or  less  the 
home  of  soldiers,  it  was  rendered  extremely  difficult  to  suppress 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  openly  ;  but  now  that  peace  has 
returned  to  us,  let  every  citizen,  by  precept  and  example,  {ud 
our  city  authorities  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  by  throwing 
such  salutary  restraints  around  the  rumsellcr  as  shall  tend  to 
free  the  deluded  victim  from  his  snare,  alas  !  too  often  found 
not  in  t!ie  lower  walks  of  life,  but  among  the  young  men  of  the 
rising  generation,  to  whom  we  are  soon  to  entrust  the  welfare 
of  our  beloved  city. 

CITY  FAR^r. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  City  Farm,  you 
will  find  the  finances  in  a  very  healthy  condition.  They  have 
paid  all  expenses  of  the  Farm,  including,  beside  needed  im- 
provements on  buildings,  the  repainting  of  the  house  in  a 
thorough  manner,  and  paying  §100  towards  the  salary  of  the 
Overseer.  This  is  the  first  year  that  the  salary  of  the  Overseer 
has  not  been  all  drawn  from  the  City  Treasury. 

The  whole  number  of  paupers  receiving  aid  at  the  Farm  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  w^as  forty-three  ;  average  number,  sixteen. 
For  our  worthy  Superintendent  and  Matron,  perhaps  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  as  they  are  entering  upon  their  eighth  year,  by 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Board,  it  is  very  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  satisfiictory  discharge  of  their  duties.  We  have  rendered 
about  the  usual  amount  of  assistance  to  thirty-four  different  fam- 
ilies  outside  of  the  Farm,  nn\\o,  A>^  ^  X\VOv<i  \\^^  <^1  ^^^  ^mA 
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other  necessaries  during  the  cold  weather,  can  take  care  of 
themselves  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  ladies  of  the  several 
Charitable  Societies,  of  which  Concord  may  well  be  proud, 
have,  as  in  past  years,  rendered  us  very  much  help  in  caring 
for  our  poor. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Our  public  schools  are  now  in  session  for  the  Spring  term. 
The  report  of  the  past  year  will  soon  be  ready  for  circulation, 
to  which  I  refer  you  for  minute  information.  Our  school  sys- 
tem is  working  admirably,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Boards  of 
Education,  who  are  judicious  in  their  selection  of  teachers.  I 
would  recommend  the  usual  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  cur- 
rent expenses  the  ensuing  year. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

For  the  Library  Fund  I  would  recommend  an  appropriation  of 
$500.  To  our  friends  who  are  blessed  in  this  world's  goods, 
and  feel  disposed  to  distribute  of  their  bounty  for  the  benefit  of 
others,  and  thus  leave  a  name  for  themselves,  the  Library  Fund 
will  be  ever  a  ready  recipient  of  their  favors. 

% 

Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council :  Having  endeavored,  though 
very  briefly,  to  give  a  just  statement  of  our  city  affairs,  it  re- 
mains for  us  to  devote  our  legislation  to  the  best  interests  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  who  have  placed  the  welfare  of  the  city  in 
our  keeping  for  the  present  year.  We  all  very  well  know— 
none  better  than  myself — that  our  position  requires  much  time 
and  labor  for  very  small  compensation,  and  that  our  record  is  to 
be  one  of  honor,  not  of  eqiolument.  With  the  Divine  blessing, 
may  peace  and  prosperity  be  continued  to  us.  Trusting,  gentle- 
men, that  harmony  and  good  feeling  may  characterize  our  de- 
liberations, may  wo  only  indulge  in  differences  of  opmion 
so  far  as  to  be  able  to  bring  forth  the  wisest  le^\d&<^xil<^t  q\» 
people. 
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HON.  JOHN  ABBOTT,  Mayor. 

BOARD   OF   ALDERMEN. 

Jeremiah  S.  Durgin,  Fisherville. 
John  P.  Locke,  East  Concord. 
George  W.  Flanders,  West  Concord. 
Charles  H.  Herbert,  185  State  Street. 
Abraham  G.  Jones. 
Henry  T.  Chickering. 
Isaac  Clement, 


Charles  F.  Stewart,  Clerk. 


Ward  1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

COMMON   COUNCIL. 

WiLLUM  S.  Curtis,  President. 
Edward  Runnells,  Hiram  Simpson. 
Thompson  Tenney,  David  A.  Morrill. 
Harrison  Partridge,  Jacob  N.  Flanders. 
George  W.  Emerton,  Daniel  Famum. 
Philip  Flanders,  Daniel  F.  Secomb, 
Lewis  L.  Mower,  N.  H.  Haskell. 
William  S.  Curtis,  N.  W.  Gove. 


Amos  Hadley,  Cleric. 
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ASSESSORS. 

Ward  1. 
"    2. 
"    3. 

Timothy  C.  Rolfe. 
James  Frye. 
Hiram  Farnum. 

"    4. 

Horace  A.  Brown. 

"    5. 
"    6. 

«    7. 

Nicholas  Quimby. 
George  S.  Dennett. 
William  H.  Proctor. 

JOINT  STANDING  COMMITTEES   OP  THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 

On  Finance  —  Messrs.  Chickering,  Emerton  and  Secomb. 

On  Accounts  and  Claims  —  Messrs.  Herbert,  Partridge  and 
Gove. 

On  Lands  and  Buildings  —  Messrs.  Chickering,  Tenney 
and  Farnum. 

On  City  Farm — Messrs.  Flanders,  Partridge  and  Simpson. 

On  Cemeteries  —  Messrs.  Locke,  Emerton  and  Runnels. 

On  Fire  Department  —  Messrs.  Jones,  Haskell  and  Simp- 
son. 

On  Lighting  Streets — Messrs,  Herbert,  Tenney  and  Mower. 

On  Streets  and  Commons — Messrs.  Jones,  Morrill  and 
Flanders  of  Ward  5. 

On  Public  Instruction  —  Messrs.  Clement,  Gove  and  Se- 
comb. 

On  Bridges^  Sewers  and  Brains  —  Messrs.  Durgin,  Far- 
num and  Flanders  of  Ward  3. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES   OP  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

On  Flections  and  Returns  —  Alderman  H.  T.  Chickering. 
On  Engrossed  Ordinances  —  Alderman  C.  H.  Herbert. 
On  Second  Reading  —  Alderman  George  W.  Flanders. 
On  Abatement  of  Taxes  —  Aldermen  Clement  and  Durgm. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES   OP  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

On  Elections — Messrs.  Bonnells,  MoxiiXV  wA'HLasJt^* 

On  Second  Heading —  Messrs.  Emextoii,  Qjon^  «tL^  ^o^^x- 
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On  Ungrossed  Ordinances  —  Messrs.  Partridge,  Simpson 
and  Flanders  of  Ward  5. 

City  Clerk  — Q.  F.  Stewart.  Office  in  City  Hall  Building, 
south  entrance ;  house  267  Main  Street. 

City  Treasurer — Samuel  C.  Eastman.  Office,  Rumford 
Block,  Main  Street,  up  stairs. 

City  Solicitor — John  Y.  Mugridge. 

Collector  of  Taxes  —  William  H.  Buntin. 

City  Marshal  —  William  H.  Buntm. 

Assistant  Marshals  — John  Connell,  John  A.  Cobum. 

Night  Watch  —  James  E.  Rand,  William  T.  Locke. 

City  Physician  —  Benjamin  S.  Warren. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor — John  Abbott. 

Health  Officers  —  William  H.  Buntin,  Dr.  Benjamin  S.  War- 
ren, Dr.  G.  P.  Conn. 

Police  Justice  —  Sylvester  Dana. 

Special  Police  Justice  —  S.  C.  Badger. 

Superintending  School  Committee  of  Wards  1,  2  andl  — 
Edward  T.  Rowell,  L,  T.  Flint,  A.  K.  Potter. 

Boa7'd  of  Education  for  Union  District  —  Asa  Fowler,  J. 
B.  Walker,  S.  C.  Eastman,  D.  Patten,  Hazen  Pickering,  J.  P. 
Bancroft,  A.  J.  Prescott,  P.  B.  Cogswell,  J.  V.  Barron. 

Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  —  John  A.  Holmes,  Benja- 
min L.  Larkin,  George  W.  Flanders,  Amos  Hadley,  Henry  P. 
Rolfe,  L.  D.  Stevens,  Jonathan  B.  Weeks. 

^^  Old'^  and  Blossom  Hill  Cemetery  Committee  —  Edward 
Dow,  Joseph  B.  Walker,  Cyrus  W  Paige. 

Superintendent  of  Repairs  of  Highways  and  Bridges  — 
John  Abbott. 

City  Messenger  and  Lamplighter — Josiah  S.  Ingalls. 

Police  Officers  —  John  Connell,  James  E.  Rand,  William  T. 
Locke,  John  A.  Coburn,  Charles  C.  Bean,  Charles  W.  Davis 
and  John  Foss.    . 

Special  Police  Officers  —  Baruch  Biddle,  Josiah  G.  Shaw, 
George  G.  Virgin,  E.  S.  Gilman,  E.  A.  Miller,  Jacob  E. 
Hutchins,  Samuel  R.  Mann,  Charles  T.  Lane,  True   Osgood, 


37 

J.  S.  Ingalls,  Luther  P.  Fuller,  Nathaniel  H.  Johnson,  A.  G. 
Saltmash,  George  W.  Chesley,  Westley  J.  Robinson,  A.  W.  Gale, 
Benjamin  F.  Holden,  Josiah  Cooper,  Heman  Sanborn,  George 
Partridge,  E.  H.  Houston,  George  W.  West,  Samuel  S.  Pick- 
ard,  J.  C.  Eaton,  Curtb  White,  R.  M.  Ordway,  Noah  P.  Web-  . 
ster,  John  Corlis,  Horace  S.  Abbott,  Isaac  P.  Baker,  H.  B. 
Rand,  I.  W.  Hatch,  Robert  Crouther. 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT 

True  Osgood,  Chief  Engineer. 
Abel  B.  Holt,  John  D.  Teel,  John  M.  Hill,  Alonzo  Downing, 
Joseph  S.  Merrill,  Chandler  Eastman,  James   Frye,  David  A. 
Brown,  Assistant  Engineers. 

engine  companies. 

^' Concord*^   Engine    Company^  No.   2,    Ward  4  —  J.   N. 
Ryder,  Foreman  ;  J.  F.  Scott,  Clerk. 

"  Merrimack  "  Engine  Company j  No.  3  Ward  6  —  John  J. 
Mills,  Foreman;  James  M.  Otis,  Clerk. 

Jtjfo.  1— Steamer  ^'Q-ov.  JJiK"  — Daniel  W.  Long,  Fore-  • 
man  ;  W.  D.  Ladd,  Clerk  ; ,  Teamster. 

No.  2  —  Steamer  ^^Kearsarge ''  —  David  L.  Neal,  Foreman  ; 
George  Burns,  Clerk;  Frank  Smart,  Teamster. 

"  Cataract "  Engine  Company^  No.  6,  Ward  3  —  I.  H.  Far- 
num,  Foreman;  Moses  F.  Clough,  Clerk. 

"  Old  Fort''  Engine  Company ^  No.  7,  Ward  2  — George 
H.  Curtis,  Foreman ;  John  E.  Frye,  Clerk. 

"  Pioneer  "  Engine  Company^  No.  8,  Ward  1  —  John  Whit- 
taker,  Foreman ;  Calvin  Roberts,  Clerk. 

Concord  R.  R.  Hydrant  and  Hose  Company  No.  1  — J.  M. 
Foss,  Foreman  ;  Philip  Flanders,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

Northern  R.  R.  Hydrant  and  Hose  Company  No.  2. — 
James  M.  Lauder,  Foreman;  Luther  W.  Nichols,  Clerk. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  No.  1  —  Eben  B.  Hutchinson, 
Foreman ;  J.  B.  Smart,  Clerk. 

Eagle  Hose  Company^  No.  1  —  J.  L.  Green,  Foreman  ;  M- 
T.  Palmer,  Clerk. 
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FIRE  POLICE. 

William  H.  Bantin,  Captain  ;  J.  L.  Pickering,  Charles  W. 
Davis,  John  Connell,  D.  S.  Webster,  James  E.  Larkin,  Joseph 
S.  Prescott^  Samuel  M.  GriflSn,  Thompson  Rowell,  William  T. 
Locke,  James  E.  Rand,  Josiah  Cooper,  James  H.  Rowell, 
Charles  H.  Critchett,  Thomas  F.  Newhall,  Curlis  White, 
George  A.  Foster,  Josiah  S.  Ingalls. 

FENCE   VIEWERS. 

John  Abbott,  Daniel  Knowlton,  Moses  H.  Farnum. 

SURVEYORS  OP  WOOD  AND  LUMBER. 

Nicholas  Quimby,  John  S.  Mason,  Joseph  T.  Clough,  Eben 
F.  Elliott,  John  G.  Warren,  T.  W.  Emery,  John  P.  Locke, 
Andrew  Moody,  Jeremiah  S.  Noyes,  George  S.  Dennett, 
Abel  B.  Holt,  Curtis  White,  John  T.  Batchelder,  Rodney  G. 
Cutting,  Samuel  Eastman,  John  Abbott,  Henry  M.  Moore, 
Scwell  Hoit,  Shadrach  Seavey,  Albert  C.  Holt,  William  Bal- 
lard, Daniel  Farnum,  Erastus  C.  Currier,  Daniel  A.  Hill,  Joel 
.  Ingalls,  George  Frye,  Jeremiah  F.  Runnells,  George  Wilkins, 
Samuel  Shute,  Joseph  S.  Lund,  Leonard  Holt,  Jehiel  D. 
Knight,  Cyrus  Runnells,  J.  B.  Weeks,  Elbridge  Dimond,  Hen- 
ry Martin,  Timothy  Carter,  Alfred  L.  Marden,  T.  J.  Carpenter, 
Harrison  Partridge,  Joshua  Chapman,  Edward  Dow,  Ira  C. 
Edgerly,  Henry  T.  Chickering,  A.  B.  Cook,  William  H.  Bun- 
tin,  George  A.  Pillsbury,  Richard  M.  Ordway,  Henry  L. 
Elliott,  Philip  Flanders,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  B.  Hutchinson,  Asa  H. 
Morrill,  Jeremiah  S.  Abbott,  William  Carr,  Orrin  T.  Clisby, 
Isaac  Clement. 

SURVEYERS  OF   STONE. 

Henry  H.  Brown,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Josiq^h  Cooper,  Daniel 
S.  Clark,  Richard  M.  Ordway,  Edward  Dow,  George  W. 
Emerton. 

SURVEYORS   OF  MASONRY. 

Richard  M.  Ordway,  Jefferaoti  No^^a^  Charles  E.  Thomp- 
souy  Albert  H.  Drown. 


39 


WEIGHERS   OF  HAY. 


John  Batchelder,  James  F.  Hoit,  T.  J.  Carpenter,  Francis 

A.  Fiske,  George  F.  Whittredge,  Noah  Ranletfc,  Henry  W. 
Ranlett,  Henry  T.  Chickering,  Albert  A.  Currier,  George  H. 
Whittredge,  Sylvester  Stevens,  George  S.  MorrilL 

SEALERS   OF  LEATHER. 

Cyrus  Robinson,  Enos  Blake,  Chase  Hill,  Jacob  P.  Saun- 
ders, William  Oilman,  Calvin  Thorn,  Charles  E.  Robinson, 
James  Mallon  Blake. 

SEALERS   OF   WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

James  H.  Chase,  William  Carr. 

CULLERS   OF  STAVES. 

Isaiah  Robinson,  Leonard  Bell,  William  Haywood,  Joseph 

B.  Abbott,  Stephen  Quimby,  John  Hoyt. 

POUND  KEEPER. 

Ephraim  S.  Gilman. 

HIGHWAY   SURVEYORS. 

District  No.  1,  Samuel  Hutchins ;  No.  2,  Enoch  Jackman  ; 
No.  3,  George  Graham ;  No.  4,  Thompson  Tenney ;  No.  5, 
D.  A.  Morrill ;  No.  6,  William  B.  Fletcher ;  No.  7,  Josiah  S. 
Locke ;  No.  8,  George  W.  West ;  No.  10,  Hiram  Farnum  ; 
No.  11,  Alfred  C.  Abbott ;  No.  12,  John  A.  Holmes ;  No.  13, 
Joseph  B.  Knowlton ;  No.  14,  E.  C.  Elliott ;  No.  15,  Cyrus 
Runnells ;  No.  16,  Robert  B.  Hoyt ;  No.  17,  Augustus  C.  Car- 
ter ;  No.  18,  Andrew  S.  Farnum ;  No.  19,  Daniel  C.  Tenney ; 
No.  20,  Jacob  N.  Flanders  ;  No.  21,  Daniel  Farnum ;  No.  22, 
-Charles  Hall ;  No.  23,  Jeremiah  S.  Abbott ;  No.  24,  Moses  E. 
Brown ;  No.  25,  Moses  B.  Abbott ;  No.  26,  George  Frye ; 
No.  29,  Alexander  Thompson ;  No.  30,  Elbridge  Dimond ; 
No.  31,  Samuel  Clifford. 
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AJsnsrUAL   REPORT 

OF  THB 

SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  City  Council: 

The  schools  under  our  charge  have,  on  an  average,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  experienced  a  fair  share  of  success. 
Some  have  done  nobly,  leaving  very  little  to  be  desired  on 
the  part  of  teacher,  or  in  the  deportment  of  the  scholars ; 
while  others  have  been  sadly  deficient  in  that  interest  in 
their  studies  and  observance  of  wholesome  rules  of  order 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  our  schools. 

THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  TEACHEB. 

We  feel  that  there  is  great  need  of  the  exercise  of  care 
on  the  part  of  Prudential  Committees  in  the  selection  of 
teachers.  Too  much  discretion  and  anxiety  can  not  be 
exercised  in  this  regard.  When  teachers  show  an  unfi1>- 
ness  for  that  important  calling,  either  in  natural  talents, 
literary  attainments,  or  moral  qualifications,  they  should 
be  required  to  pursue  some  other  employment  where  their 
defects  will  not  work  so  much  injury  to  the  world  as  in 
the  most  responsible  office  of  school  teacher.  Those  who 
show  a  peculiar  fitness  and  thorough  qualifications  for  this 
work,  should  be  carefully  sought  for,  employed,  encour- 
aged, and  liberally  rewarded.  Experience  in  teaching  is 
of  great  importance.  Teaching  should  be  a  profession. 
Good  teachers  should  be  so  encouraged  and  rewarded  as 
to  make  it  desirable  for  them  to  pursue  tk<^\s^a&\ii<^«e^l<:st: 
life. 


DISMISSAL   OF    TEACHERS. 

There  has  been  one  application  made  to  us  for  the  dis- 
missal of  a  teacher,  namely,  in  district  No.  19,  in  East 
Cioncord.  Complaints  were  made  against  her  that  she  had 
inflicted  improper  corporal  punishments,  in  pulling  the 
hair  of  her  pupils,  and  striking  them  on  their  faces  and 
heads,  and  for  other  reasons.  The  Committee  after  giving 
the  parties  a  full  hearing,  denied  the  petition,  on  the 
ground  that  the  teacher  had  inflicted  improper  punishment 
only  in  a  few  instances,  and  that  these  would  not  be  re- 
peated ;  that  she  had  respectable  qualifications  for  teaching, 
and  had  on  the  whole  labored  industriously  for  the  good  of 
her  scholars.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  in  this, 
and  in  many  other  cases,  much  of  the  trouble  is  partly 
attributable  to  the  injudicious  conduct  of  parents  in  en- 
couraging their  children  too  much  in  their  disrespectful 
conduct  toward  their  teachers. 

REWARD   FOR   EXCELLENCE. 

In  several  instances  the  Committee  have  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  terms  promised  rewards  or  presents  to 
the  best  scholars  in  the  schools,  as  should  be  determined 
by  the  daily  record  of  the  teachers,  and  by  the  closing 
examinations.  The  results  of  this  course  have  in  every 
instance  proved  highly  satisfactory.  The  Committee  would 
respectfully  recommend  to  the  City  Government  that 
appropriations  of  money  be  made  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Committee  to  make  such 
presents  regularly  in  all  the  terms  of  our  common  schools. 
It  seems  to  us  that  no  better  investment  could  be  made  of 
a  reasonable  amount  of  the  public  money ;  that  money  so 
invested  goes  further  in  arousing  the  ambition  of  the 
scholars,  elevating  the  standard  of  their  scholarship,  and 
inciting  them  to  industry  and  good  behavior,  than  the  same 
amoimt  used  in  any  other  way.  If  it  should  appear  that 
there  is  no  law  of  thia  State  a\v^^vof^i\\\!g^«^^^       ^^^ropri- 


ation,  then  it  seems  to  us  that  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture should  be  immediately  called  to  the  propriety  of  en- 
acting such  a  law. 

TEXT  BOOKS. 

There  is  a  great  lack  and  a  great  need  of  uniformiiy  in 
the  use  of  school  books.  We  hope  the  evils  now  existing 
may  soon  be  remedied  by  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  Committee  have  reconmiended  the  use  of  Hillard's 
series  of  Readers,  and  they  have  been  introduced  into  sev- 
eral of  our  schools,  and  we  trust  that  their  use  may  be- 
come general.  The  books  previously  used  had  been  long 
in  use,  and  the  scholars  had  lost  much  of  their  interest  in 
them.  Hillard's  Readers  are  marked  for  the  excellence  of 
the  selections,  both  as  regards  sentiment  and  purity  of 
style.  In  the  study  of  geography  our  schools  are 
troubled  in  a  similar  manner.  Several  authors  are  used, 
and  many  of  them  the  progress  of  events  has  far  outran. 
Guyot's  systeih  of  teaching  geography  is  regarded  by  the 
Committee  with  much  favor. 

We  are  aware  of  the  general  aversion  of  parents  and 
guardians  to  a  change  of  text  books,  and  we  would  not  * 
recommend  too  frequent  changes — only  frequently  enough 
to  keep  up  with  the  substantial  progress  of  the  times.  It 
is  of  the  first  importance  that  scholars  be  furnished  with 
the  best  books.  The  cost  of  books  is  but  a  small  item  in 
the  expense  of  acquiring  an  education.  As  the  mechanic 
or  farmer  can,  with  poor  tools,  perform  only  half  of  his 
usual  labor,  so  the  scholar  with  stale  and  antiquated  books 
is  left  far  in  the  rear  of  his  more  fortunate  comrades. 

ATTENDANCE. 

In  some  of  our  schools  there  has  been  a  very  coTKn3k^\A- 
able  ambition  among  the  scholars  to  \>e  pTeaewt  ^N«t^  ^»^ 
of  school.     Quite  a  number  have  not  "been  ^Xi^etA  oti^  ^^»^ ' 
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liriuls,  and  for  other  rci 
the    parties   a  full   hea 
ground  that  the  teacher 
only  in  a  few  instances, 
peated ;  that  she  had  res[ 
and  had  on  the  whole  lab 
her  scholars.     The  Comi 
and  in  many  other  caset 
attributable  to  the  injudi 
couraging  their  children  \ 
conduct  toward  their  teach 

REWARD   FO 

In  several  instances  tht 
mencement  of  the  terms  p; 
the  best  scholars  in  the  scl 
by  the  daily  record  of  th 
examinations.  The  result 
instance  proved  highly  sati 
respectfoUy  recommend 
iq[ypropriation8  of  money  h 
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This  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  scholars  indi- 
vidually and  collectively.  Tardiness  disturbs  the  order  of 
the  school  and  lessens  the  interest  in  the  studies.  No 
trifling  matters  —  nothing  but  absolute  necessity  — should 
induce  a  parent  to  keep  a  child  a  moment  fix>m  ihe  school. 
Those  schools  are  uniformly  the  best  where  the  attendance 
is  the  most  regular  and  prompt. 

EXAMINATION   OF   TEACHERS. 

During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  great  neglect 
of  the  times  appointed  by  the  Committee  for  the  examina- 
tion of  teachers.  Those  intending  to  teach  have  sought  to 
obtain  certificates  by  separate  examinations.  This  is 
wrong.  Wc  think  teachers  should  all  be  examined  by  the 
full  board  ;  that  the  temptation  to  give  certificates  to  per- 
sons unqualified  would  then  be  much  lessened.  No  teacher 
should  be  engaged,  much  less  allowed  to  commence  teach- 
ing without  a  proper  certificate.  Prudential  Committees 
are  often  much  at  fault  in  this  matter.  Those  intending 
to  teach  in  the  city  during  the  year  shotlld  invariably 
attend  the  first  appointment  of  the  Committee  for  this  pur- 
pose. 


PARTICL^LAR   REMARKS. 
District  No.  1. 
There  have  been  in  this  district  two  terms  of  school,  of 
ten  weeks  each,  both  of  which  were  taught  by  Miss.  Sarah 
E.  Coffin.     Miss  Coffin  gained  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  both  scholars  and  parents,  and  proved  herself  a  highly 
competent  and  efficient  teacher.     The  scholars  fully  sus- 
tained their  reputation  of  last  year  for  studiousness  and 
orderly  conduct.     So  good  a  school  ought  to  have  a  better 
school-house.     The  school  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  city, 
and  the  school-room  one  of  the  poorest.    We  earnestly 
recommend  a  new  schooV-\io\]Lae.  ^. 


District  No.  2. 

This  district  has  had  fifteen  and  a  half  weeks  of  school, 
divided  into  two  terms.  Miss  Cordelia  A.  Sanborn  was 
the  teacher  of  both  schools.  She  is  young  and  has  had 
but  little  experience  in  teaching,  but  the  examinations  of 
her  school  would  have  done  credit  to  a  veteran  teacher. 
Miss  Sanborn  is  energetic  and  decided  in  her  discipline, 
and  thorough  in  instruction.  This  school  is  now  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  R. 

District  No.  4. 

In  this  district  there  was  a  Summer  term  of  seven 
weeks,  and  a  term  of  ten  weeks  in  the  Winter.  Miss 
Maria  E.  Dow  taught  the  Summer  school.  This  was  her 
first  attempt  at  teaching,  and  she  was  quite  successful. 
The  closing  examination  showed  earnest  labor  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher,  and  the  recitations  were  marked  for  thor- 
oughness and  promptness. 

The  Winter  •  term  was  under  the  instruction  of  Mr. 
George  H.  Dodge.  This  was  also  Mr.  Dodge's  first  school, 
and  his  success  is  worthy  of  commendation.  He  labored 
faithfully  and  incessantly  for  the  interests  of  the  school, 
but,  we  fear,  did  not  receive  that  full  and  cordial  support 
from  all  of  the  parents  in  the  district  that  he  ought  to  have 
had.  It  is  a  great  mistake  for  parents  to  allow  their  chil- 
dren to  be  tardy,  or  leave  school  for  any  trivial  cause. 

R. 

District  No.  5. 

The  Summer  term  in  this  district  .was  eight  weeks  in 
length,  and  was  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  F.  Sanborn.  Al- 
though this  was  Miss  Sanborn's  first  attempt  at  teaching, 
she  succeeded  very  satisfactorily.  She  labored  earnestly 
and  faithfully  to  improve  the  scholars,  and  her  efforts  were 
appreciated. 

The   Winter  term  of  ten  weeks  ^aa  \aa!^t  >a^  ^^KSs*^ 
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Clara  A.  Barnard,  a  teacher  of  considerable  experience. 
There  was  not  that  thoroughness  in  all  of  tiie  studies  st 
the  closing  examination  that  could  have  been  desired.  Hie 
parents  in  the  district  manifest  a  commendable  interest  in 
the  school.  lu 

District  No.  6. 

There  was  one  term  of  school  of  fourteen  weeks  in  this 
district.  The  teacher  was  Miss  Lizzie  Burleigh,  who  had 
never  before  taught,  but  proved  herself  well  educated,  dig- 
nified, energetic,  and  amply  qualified  for  a  teacher.  This 
school  is  the  smallest  in  the  city,  but  we  doubt  if  any  other 
has  made  greater  advancement.  B. 

District  No.  7. 

This  school  has  Ijcen  taught  during  the  Summer  and 
Winter  terms,  by  Miss  Ilattie  A.  Wilkins,  an  experienced 
teacher.  The  attendance  in  this  school  has  been  quite 
irregular,  and  although  the  teacher  seemed  to  labor  with 
much  patience  and  perseverance,  many  of  -the  scholars  did 
not  manifest  a  proper  degree  of  interest  in  their  studies, 
nor  suflBcient  care  for  the  observance  of  good  order.  To 
this  there  were  honorable  exceptions,  as  quite  a  number 
appeared  well  on  examination,  and  showed  a  good  record 
of  their  daily  recitations.  r. 

District  No.  8. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  ^Miss 
Lydia  M.  Burroughs,  and  the  Winter  term  by  IMiss  Clara 
A.  Barnard.  Many  of  the  scholars  are  small,  uneasy,  and 
inattentive  to  their  studies.  A  number  of  the  larger  schol- 
ars made  good  progress.  This  is  a  hard  school  to  govern, 
and  needs  a  skilful  teacher.  F. 

District  No.  12. 

There  were  three  terms  of  school  in  this  district  during 
the  year.    These  8ev(iTa\  \Aixix\^  ^ct<b  ^i5\  \axx^^s\.  Vj  Mis& 
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Sophronia  T.  Kimball,  of  East  Concord.  The  order  in 
the  school  was  good,  and  the  progress  made  was  very  com- 
mendable. The  different  branches  were  taught  with  thor- 
oughness and  accuracy.  Miss  Kimball  is  an  experienced 
and  efficient  teacher,  and  her  labors  were  very  successful. 

p. 
District  No.  13. 

The  Summer  and  Winter  terms  of  this  school  were 
taught  by  Mrs.  Abie  B.  Goodwin.  During  both  terms 
the  school  was  orderly  and  studious.  The  examinations 
gave  evidence  of  thorough  and  effective  work.  The  schol- 
ars evinced  a  good  degree  of  interest  in  their  studies. 
Mrs.  Goodwin  fully  sustained  hier  excellent  reputation  as  a 
teacher.  p. 

District  No.  14. 

Miss  Emma  A.  Virgin,  of  East  Concord,  taught  both 
terms  of  this  school.  Although  some  unfortuna,f»  circum- 
staijces  disturbed  the  Summer  term,  considerable  progress 
was  made,  and  the  order  and  appearance  of  the  school 
was  improved. 

The  Winter  term  was  more  successful.  The  order  was 
good  and  the  scholars  manifested  a  good  degree  of  interest 
in  their  studies.  Miss  Virgin  is  a  young  teacher,  but  she 
gives  evidence  of  good  qualifications  for  her  duties.  She 
labored  faithfiilly  for  the  good  of  the  school,  and  had  she 
been  sustained  by  all  the  parents,  the  result  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory.  Parents  should  remember  that  a 
teacher  needs  their  aid  and  sympathy,  and  that  they  should 
not  consult  their  own  feelings  and  wishes  as  much  as  they 
should  the  good  of  the  school.  The  Scripture  adage  is 
true,  "  One  sinner  destroyeth  much  good."  p. 

District  No.  15. 
The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
M.  J.  Hadley,  of  Concord,  but  owing  to  \ieT  ViV  \\fe»>Sa.^^^ 
continued  only  four  weeks. 
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The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mrs.  M.  £.  Koger  cS 
East  Concord.  Mrs.  Roger  had  previously  taught  in  this 
and  other  schools  with  excellent  success,  and  this  term  was 
not  an  exception.  The  school  was  pleasant  and  profitable. 
Good  progress  was  made,  especially  in  reading  and  arith- 
metic. Addie  J.  Eamball,  Mary  B.  Batchelder,  and 
Harry  Swift,  received  prizes  for  good  conduct  and  atten- 
tion to  their  studies.  p. 

DiSTKIOT  No.   16. 

This  is  a  very  small  school,  and  the  school-house  is  too 
old  and  dilapidated  to  be  comfortable,  and  during  the  Win- 
ter a  room  was  occupied  in  a  private  dwelling.  The  Sum- 
mer and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Holmes,  an  experienced  and  successful  teacher.  The 
scholars  seemed  to  be  obedient,  respectful  and  thoroughly 
interested  in  their  studies.  f. 

District  No.  18. 
The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Louisa  Folger, 
a  well  educated  teacher.  The  school  appeared  well  at  the 
examination,  both  as  to  order  and  proficiency  in  the  studies. 
The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Jane  Cook,  one  of 
the  most  faithful  and  successful  of  our  teachers.  This 
school  is  making  good  progress  and  is  one  of  the  best 
schools  in  Ward  7.  f. 

District  No.  19. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
Clara  E.  Smart.  Although  some  progress  was  made  in 
the  studies  which  were  pursued,  there  was  great  lack  of 
order  through  the  term.  There  was  not  that  thoroughness 
which  is  essential  to  a  good  school. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Augusta  Doe.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  school  it  was  apparent  that  a  strict 
and  impartial  discipline  was  needed  to  correct  the  disor- 
derly habits  into  ^\uc\i  ^om^  ol  Wi^  ^OasJwMt^  \isw^  ^saass^. 
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Heady  obedience  on  the  part  of  all  the  scholars  alike  is 
absolutely  necessary.  To  secure  this  a  teacher  must  have 
the  cooperation  of  all  the  parents.  The  government  of 
a  school  must  be  firm  and  uniform,  and  must  be  sustained 
by  scholars  and  parents.  The  want  of  these  essentials 
was  the  cause  of  much  of  the  trouble  in  the  school.  The 
examination  at  the  close  convinced  all  that  as  much  prog- 
ress had  been  made  as  could  be  expected.  The  last  part 
of  the  term  was  well  spent.  p. 

District  No.  21. 
The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Issora  E.  Hutch- 
ins..  The  school  made  a  fair  amount  of  progress,  but 
lacked  somewhat  in  good  order.  On  the  whole,  however, 
the  school  did  very  well.  Miss  Emma  J.  Jones,  of  Can- 
terbury, taught  the  Winter  term  with  excellent  success. 
Good  order  and  thoroughness  were  manifest  throughout 
the  school.  Miss  Jones  is  a  thorough  and  eflBcient  teacher, 
and  the  scholars  did  a  good  work  under  her  charge,     p. 

District  No.  22. 

This  district  has  erected  a  good  and  commodious  school- 
house  during  the  last  year.  Through  the  vigilance  of  the 
PiHidential  Committee  we  trust  it  will  be  well  preserved. 
There  was  no  Summer  term  of  the  school  for  want  of  a 
suitable  room. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Nellie  A.  French, 
of  Pembroke.  The  school  was  not  as  successful  as  was 
desirable.  There  were  several  reasons  for  this.  The  schol- 
ars had  been  without  the  restraint  of  school  for  some  time. 
The  teacher  did  not  display  that  degree  of  firmness  which 
was  necessary  to  govern  so  large  a  school.  Some  of  the 
parents  did  not  seem  to  manifest  a  willingness  to  coop- 
erate with  the  teacher  in  maintaining  good  order.  The 
teacher  labored  hard  to  do  her  duty,  and  ^^  b^^^N^^M^^ 
had  been  sustained  by  all  the  parents,  atvdi  'Vsy  VSaa  cN.^«t 
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The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Koger  rf 
East  Concord.  Mrs.  Koger  had  previously  taught  in  this 
and  other  schools  with  excellent  success,  and  this  term  was 
not  an  exception.  The  school  was  pleasant  and  profitable. 
Good  progress  was  made,  especially  in  reading  and  aritli- 
metic.  Addie  J.  Ejmball,  Mary  B.  Batchelder,  and 
Harry  Swift,  received  prizes  for  good  conduct  and  atten- 
tion to  their  studies.  p. 

DiSTKIOT  No.   16. 

This  is  a  very  small  school,  and  the  school-house  is  too 
old  and  dilapidated  to  be  comfortable,  and  during  the  Win- 
ter a  room  was  occupied  in  a  private  dwelling.  The  Sum- 
mer and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  F. 
Holmes,  an  experienced  and  successful  teacher.  The 
scholars  seemed  to  be  obedient,  respectful  and  thoroughly 
interested  in  their  studies.  F. 

District  No.  18. 
The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Louisa  Folger, 
a  well  educated  teacher.  The  school  appeared  well  at  the 
examination,  both  as  to  order  and  proficiency  in  the  studies. 
The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Jane  Cook,  one  of 
the  most  faithful  and  successful  of  our  teachers.  This 
school  is  making  good  progress  and  is  one  of  the  best 
schools  in  Ward  7.  f. 

District  No.  19. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
Clara  E.  Smart.  Although  some  progress  was  made  in 
the  studies  which  were  pursued,  there  was  great  lack  of 
order  through  the  tenii.  There  was  not  that  thoroughness 
wliich  is  essential  to  a  good  school. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Augusta  Doe.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  school  it  was  apparent  that  a  strict 
and  impartial  discipline  was  needed  to  correct  the  disor- 
derly habits  into  ^'\uc\i  ^omoi  ol  >ik^  ^Oas^vaac^  \isw^  ^s^aKCu 
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Heady  obedience  on  the  part  of  all  the  scholars  alike  is 
absolutely  necessary.  To  secure  this  a  teacher  must  have 
the  cooperation  of  all  the  parents.  The  government  of 
a  school  must  be  firm  and  uniform,  and  must  be  sustained 
by  scholars  and  parents.  The  want  of  these  essentials 
was  the  cause  of  much  of  the  trouble  in  the  school.  The 
examination  at  the  close  convinced  all  that  as  much  prog- 
ress had  been  made  as  could  be  expected.  The  last  part 
of  the  term  was  well  spent.  p. 

District  No.  21. 
The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Issora  E.  Hutch- 
ins..  The  school  made  a  fair  amount  of  progress,  but 
lacked  somewhat  in  good  order.  On  the  whole,  however, 
the  school  did  very  well.  Miss  Emma  J.  Jones,  of  Can- 
terbury, taught  the  Winter  term  with  excellent  success. 
Good  order  and  thoroughness  were  manifest  throughout 
the  school.  Miss  Jones  is  a  thorough  and  efficient  teacher, 
and  the  scholars  did  a  good  work  under  her  charge,     p. 

District  No.  22. 

This  district  has  erected  a  good  and  commodious  school- 
house  during  the  last  year.  Through  the  vigilance  of  the 
Prudential  Committee  we  trust  it  will  be  well  preserved. 
There  was  no  Summer  term  of  the  school  for  want  of  a 
suitable  room. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Nellie  A.  French, 
of  Pembroke.  The  school  was  not  as  successful  as  was 
desirable.  There  were  several  reasons  for  this.  The  schol- 
ars had  been  without  the  restraint  of  school  for  some  time. 
The  teacher  did  not  display  that  degree  of  firmness  which 
was  necessary  to  govern  so  large  a  school.  Some  of  the 
parents  did  not  seem  to  manifest  a  willingness  to  coop- 
erate with  the  teacher  in  maintaining  good  order.  The 
teacher  labored  hard  to  do  her  duty,  and  ^^  b^>AfeN^,\S-^^ 
had  been  sustained  by  all  the  parents,  atvdi  \>^  VSaa  c\.^«t 
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members  of  the  school,  who  were  old  enough  to  understand 
the  necessity  of  good  order,  the  school  would  have  been 
satisfactory.  p. 

District  No.  23. 

The  Summer  and  Winter  terms  of  this  school  were 
taught  by  Miss  Mary  C.  Heath,  a  young  teacher,  but  one 
who  gives  good  promise  of  future  success.  This  schod 
numbers  only  six  scholars,  but  they  seemed  quiet  and  sta- 
dious,  and  have  made  commendable  proficiency  in  their 
studies.  F. 

District  No.  24. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Rachel  A.  Hook, 
a  thorough  and  laborious  teacher,  under  whose  instruction 
the  school  made  good  progress,  and  passed  a  thorough  and 
successful  examination  at  the  close  of  the  term. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were  taught  by  Miss  Pris- 
cilla  A.  Kimball — the  same  teacher  who  taught  this  school 
so  successfully  the  Winter  term  one  year  ago.  Miss  Eam- 
ball  is  one  of  the  very  best  teachers  employed  in  this  city. 
It  gives  the  Committee  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to 
speak  of  this  school  in  the  highest  terms  of  commenda- 
tion. The  scholars  rendered  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
requirements  of  the  teacher,  and  were  thoroughly  inter- 
ested in  their  studies.  The  examination  showed  great 
skill  and  thoroughness  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  that 
the  scholars  fully  comprehended  the  studies  which  they 
had  pursued.  F. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  T.  Flint, 

E,   T,   ROWELL, 

A.  K.  Potter, 

Superintending  School  Gommitiee, 
March,  1868.' 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


In  presenting  their  annual  report  the  Committee  are 
happy  to  state  that  Ihe  past  year  has  been  one  of  pros- 
perity, and  that  nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  quiet 
and  harmony  of  the  schools.  Faithful  and  competent 
teachers  were  procured,  whose  persevering  labors  secured 
the  attention  and  good  will  of  their  scholars.  The  teach- 
ers maintained  good  government,  order,  and  scholarlike 
appearance,  without  resorting  to  corporal  punishment. 

This  school  comprises  two  departments,  viz.,  Primary 
and  Grammar,  but  in  order  to  gain  the  full  advantage  of 
our  money  we  need  another  division,  an  Intermediate 
school,  which  we  hope  to  maintain  very  soon.  We  have 
three  terms,  viz.,  a  Summer  term  of  ten  weeks,  a  Fall 
term  of  eight,  and  a  Winter  term  of  twelve  weeks ;  but  to 
do  this  we  raise  an  extra  tax  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

The  Summer  term  in  the  Primary  department  was  under 
the  instruction  of  Miss  Ella  F.  Stone,  who  is  a  competent 
teacher,  having  taught  the  two  preceding  terms  with  full 
confidence  to.  the  district.  Whole  attendance,  50  ;  average, 
40i.  The  Grammar  department  was  under  the  instruction 
of  Miss  Lucy  L.  Holdcn.  The  school  appeared  to  have 
made  good  and  thorough  progress  in  the  several  branches 
pursued.  Miss  Holden  is  a  good  scholar,  and  we  com- 
mend her  manner  of  instruction.  Whole  attendance,  38  ; 
average,  32. 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  in  the  Primary  department 
were  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Ella  F.  Stotkfe^  ^\ASX»V^ 
not  too  much  for  the  Committee  to  say  ttiat  \3afey  xvKv«t  «»:« 
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the  school  in  a  better  condition,  especially  the  Winter  term. 
Whole  attendance  in  Fall  term,  50 ;  average,  43^ ;  Win- 
ter term,  52 ;  average,  43|.  • 

The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  in  the  Grammar  department 
were  under  the  instructions  of  Miss  Susan  M.  Glover, 
She  has  been  educated  a  teacher,  and  her  appearance  in 
the  school-room  deserves  our  commendation.  The  prog- 
ress in  the  several  branches  taught  wfs  good,  and  govern- 
ment, order  and  deportment  were  successfully  maintained. 
Whole  attendance  in  Fall  term,  34;  average,  29i.  Li 
Winter  term,  53 ;  average,  41i. 

The  closing  examination  of  the  Winter  term  of  both 
schools,  was  witnessed  by  a  large  number  of  parents,  and 
others  interested  in  our  welfare,  who  were  satisfied  that 
our  schools  the  past  year  have  been  a  success. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax,  $432.37.  By 
special  tax,  $150.00.     Total,  $582.37. 

teachers'  wages,  per  month,  including  board. 

Summer  Term,  $26.00 

Fall  term,  28.00 

Winter  term,  32.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Simeon  Abbott, 
Chandler  Eastman, 
J.  V.  Aldrich, 
George  E.  Holden, 
Superintending  School  CommiUee. 
March  14,  1868. 


IlEI>OIlT 

OF  THS 


SUPERINTENDING  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF 

DISTRICT   NO,  30,  WARD  1. 


The  plan  a  few  years  since  adopted  of  dividing  this 
school  into  three  grades,  viz.,  Primary,  Intermediate  and 
Grammar,  according  to  the  age  and  attainments  of  the 
scholars,  seems  to  have  been  generally  and  entirely  sat- 
isfactory. Its  advantages  are  too  obvious  to  need  a  pres- 
ent statement. 

Each  school  during  the  Sunmier  term  was  kept  twelve 
weeks,  and  during  the  Winter  term,  16  4-5  weeks,  with  a 
vacation  of  one  week. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  to  this  district,  was 
$684.73,  or  about  $3.66  to  each  scholar  attending  the 
schools. 

ATTENDANCE  : 
Boyi.  GirU.  Total*  ATenge. 

Summer,      67  81  148  111 

Winter,        74  113  187  130 

teachers'  wages,  per  month,  including  board  : 

Primary,  Sunmier  term,  $22.00 

Primary,  Winter  term,  28.00 

Intermediate,  Smnmer  term,  26.00 

Intermediate,  Winter  term,  28.00 

Grammar,  Summer  term,  26.00 

Grammar,  Winter  term,  30.00 
Visits  of  Superintending  Committee  in  Summer,  t% 

Visits  of  Superintending  Comnodttee  ia'WVnteT^  ^^ 
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VlBits  of  other  citizens,  in  Summer,  3S 

Visits  of  other  citizens,  in  Winter,  75 

The  Primary  School,  both  Summer  and  Winter  terms, 
was  kept  by  Miss  Lucy  L.  Drown.  This  is  the  first  school 
she  has  ever  kept,  and  yet  she  was  so  succedsfiil  in  the 
Summer,  that  without  hesitation  she  received  the  high 
compliment  of  being  employed  the  Winter  term. 

The  Intermediate  division,  both  Summer  and  Winter, 
was  in  charge  of  Miss  Emma  Jane  Ela,  a  teacher  of  much 
experience ;  and  for  her  faithful  and  efficient  services  in 
the  Summer,  she  was  honored  with  the  same  chaise  for 
the  Winter  term.  She  was  successful  in  training  her 
pupils  to  repeat  the  multiplication  table  in  concert,  to  20 
times  20  ;  more  than  tliis  school  has  ever  done  before. 

In  the  Grammar  School,  Summer  term,  Miss  Hattie  A. 
Watson  was  employed.  Both  in  discipline  and  teaching 
she  was  thorough  and  efficient,  and  it  was  the  purpose  of 
your  Prudential  Committee  to  have  employed  her  for  the 
Winter  term,  had  she  not  decided  to  go  to  a  Normal 
school  ill  Massachusetts. 

The  Winter  term  of  this  school  was  kept  by  Miss  Han- 
nah A.  Bickford,  a  young  lady  of  good  attainments  and 
excellent  (character.  She  has  been  in  a  good  degree  suc- 
cessful. She  liad  the  most  difficult  department  to  manage, 
and  the  Winter  term,  especially,  is  the  hardest  term  of  the 
year.  Xotwitlistiinding  there  was  some  insubordination, 
with  disrespectful  conduct  towards  the  teacher,  during  the 
last  part  of  the  term,  at  the  closing  examination  the 
scholars  appeared  very  well,  and  manifested  good  improve- 
ment in  their  studies. 

We  are  aware  that  the  Statute  Laws  of  New  Hamp- 
shire require  the  Superintending  Committee  to  visit  each 
school,  at  least  at  the  opening  and  at  the  close  of  each 
term ;  but  we  think  that  a  law  requiring  one  or  more  of 
the  Conmiittee  to  \\a\t  caeVi  ^cJo.ooV  «a  o^w  ^a  w^r^  va  two 
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weeks  during  the  term,  would  be  a  good  addition  to  our 
present  cor'  -  of  school  laws. 

If  this  should  not  be  done,  a  district  vote,  requiring  the 
Committee,  by  turns,  to  visit  each  school  as  often  as  once 
in  two  weeks,  we  suggest,  as  very  desirable,  in  order  to 
know  well  the  condition  of  the  schools,  and  to  make  need- 
ful suggestions  to  teachers. 

Text-books  are  the  tools  used  by  pupils  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  their  minds.  The  best  in  the  market  are  none  too 
good,  and  are  no  less  important  to  the  scholar  than  the 
best  tools  are  to  the  husbandman  or  mechanic.  To  select 
from  the  mass  in  the  market  those  best  adapted  for  use  in 
our  schools  requires  much  care  and  gopd  judgment. 

We  encourage  the  practice  of  daily  singing,  and  of  ca- 
listhenics exercises  in  the  schools,  both  of  which  con- 
tribute to  good  order,  and  to  the  health  and  mental  vigor 
of  the  pupils,  besides  improving  the  voice  and  organs  of 
speech.  An  old  German  teacher  is  said  to  have  made  the 
remark,  that  "Whenever  his  school  began  to  sing,  the 
devil  always  went  out  doors  and  began  to  gi'owl." 

The  value  of  our  conmion  school  sjstem  can  hardly  be 
over  estimated.  The  school-houses  planted  all  over  New 
England  are  like  so  many  light-houses,  serving  not  only  to 
dissipate  the  darkness  around  them,  but  to  send  forth  rays 
far  and  wide  to  bless  our  country.  It  was  well  said  by  a 
wise  and  highly  cultivated  statesmen,  that  "  our  common 
schools  are  important  in  the  same  way  as  the  common  air, 
the  common  sunshine  and  the  common  rain, — invaluable  for 
their  commonness. "  There  is,  indeed,  an  influence  and 
power  in  them  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of  our 
excellent  civil  government.  We  can  have  no  better  stand- 
ing army  than  the  pupils  in  our  schools,  where  all  the  offi- 
cers of  our  government,  as  well  as  the  mass  of  the  people, 
rich  and  poor,  acquire  the  rudiments  of  their  education,  so 
that  our  country  is  distinguished  for  t\i^  gftxv^T8\  Vo^^^- 
^ence  of  the  people.  ^ 
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But  the  value  and  usefulness  of  our  schools  depend,  to  a 
great  extent,  on  the  proper  qualifications  of  teachers. 
Like  gardeners,  their  yocation  is  not  to  make  the  vegeta- 
bles and  flowers,  but  to  teach  them  how  to  grow.  The 
teacher,  who  has  two  or  three  scores  of  such  choice  pro- 
ductions as  our  children  in  charge,  should  well  understand 
how  to  train  them ;  should  possess  energy,  control  angry 
passions,  exercise  good  judgment,  be  kind,  decided,  uni- 
form, and  insist  on  obedience  ;  not  a  great  talker  in  school, 
not  a  scolder,  threatening  and  not  executing,  nor  executing 
without  discretion.  If  the  "teacher  does  not  govern  the 
school,  the  school  will  govern  the  teacher,  and  then  it  is 
of  little  worth. 

Teachers  deficient  in  any  of  the  qualities  named,  should 
cultivate  them,  or  seek  other  employment. 

Proper  parental  influence  has  very  much  to  do,  for  good 
or  for  evil,  with  the  prosperity  of  our  schools.  But  it  is^ 
very  difficult  to  induce  parents  to  do  their  duty,  even 
when  they  know  it.  They  are  apt  to  say  we  have  a  Com- 
mittee for  this  work,  and  trust  all  to  them.  But  it  is 
enough  for  a  Committee  to  do  their  own  duty,  without 
being  required  to  do  that  of  the  parents. 

In  conclusion,  we  add,  that  notwithstanding  the  few 
exceptionable  things  in  our  schools  the  past  year,  on  the 
whole,  they  have  been  in  advance  of  the  average  of  our 
schools  for  several  preceding  years,  and  they  need  only 
the  faithful  care  and  eflforts  of  parents  and  committees, 
and  suitable  teachers,  to  make  them  in  future,  still  more 
vigorous  and  useful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  Wm.  Fiske, 
Abial  Rolfe, 
I.  E.  Kenney, 
Superintending  School  Committee^  Jfo,  20* 

March  23,  1868. 


NINTH   ANNUAL   REPORT 


THE  BOARD   OF  EDUCATION. 


The  Board  of  Education  respectfully  present  this,  their 
Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools 
of  Union  School  District.' 

A  good  degree  of  prosperity  has  attended  our  schools 
during  the  past  year.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  has 
been  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty-eight.  These  have 
been  distributed,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table,  which 
presents  a  list  of  the  several  schools,  the  number  of 
scholars  belonging  to  each,  and  their  average  attendance. 


Schools 
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HiaH  ScHOO^. 


OaUtMAK  SCHOOLS. 


Merrimack, 
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31 

37 

4a 
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SchooU« 


PKIMAHT   nCHOOl^^ 


•State  Street,  North  End , 

Mf mmackj  ....»....*  „♦♦»., 
Union  Street,  First  Division,  , . 
Union  Street,  Second  Division^ . , 

Centre, 

Spring  Street,  First  nivision,.*. 
Spring  Btrfet,  Second  Diruion,. 

Mjrtlo  Stmist 

SiKth  Ward  Honac, . . . , . 

Humford,  .,,...,  ....,,,.... 
Stttte  Street,  Firtit  Diyision,  . , . 
St&to  J^tPi-et,  Second  Di virion ^  . 
Franklia  Stre^it,  <  ^  * 


MIXED  IICHOOLB. 


Bow  Brook  J,  * 
Eleven  LoU, 


437  387 
22    19 


824 


<s 


58 
42 
46 
4S 
55 
50 
3S 
5S 
37 
46 
36 
4d 
34 

530 

30 
S2 


50|  40  90|  53 

SUMMARY    OP    SCHOLARS. 

In  the  High  School, 140 

In  the  Grammar  Schools, • 352 

In  the  Intermediate  Schools, 862 

In  the  Primary  Schools, • 824 

In  the  Mixed  Schools, 90 

Whole  number, 1768 


A  reference  to  the  last  report  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, will  show  that  this  number  is  less  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  than  the  number  returned  a  year  ago. 
This  fact  is,  doubtless,  due  in  part  to  the  adoption  of  a 
regulation  excluding  all  children  from  the  primary  schools 
under  five  years  of  age,  but  only  in  part.  For  the  want 
of  an  active  truant  oflScer,  a  considerable  number  of  chil- 
dren who  ought  to  be  in  our  schools,  have  latterly  been 
running  about  the  streets,  or  idling  away  their  time  at 
home,  all  the  while  growing  up  in  ignorance,  and  exposed 
to  all  the  vicious  influences  incident  to  such  a  life.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  proper  avxVkoT\\I\^^  ViJ\  ^  VJaa  ^^.Tliest 
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possible  day  take  measures  to  remedy  this  dangerous  and 
increasing  vice. 

There  have  been  several  changes  in  the  corps  of  teachers 
since  our  last  report.  The  following  are  the  present 
teachers  of  the  several  schools : 

High  School.  Mr.  J.  H.  Woods,  Principal ;  Misses 
Sarah  E.  Blair,  and  Abby  B.  Parker,  Assistants. 

Grammar  Schools.  Merrimack — Miss  Kate  A.  Shum- 
way,  Principal ;  Mrs.  R.  Akerman,  Assistant.  Centre — 
Miss  Mary  A.  Eaton,  Principal ;  Miss  Mary  O.  Carter, 
Assistant.  Rumford  —  Miss  Ellen  E.  Fisher,  Principal; 
Miss  Metta  C.  Davis,  Assistant. 

Intermediate  Schools.  State  Street^  North  End — Miss 
D.  E.  E.  Hill ;  Merrimack — Miss  S.  F.  Emery ;  Centre — 
Miss  I.  F.  Nutter;  Myrtle  Street — Miss  Julia  M.  Johnson; 
Rumford — Miss  H.  M.  Putney ;  West  Street — Mrs.  P.  S. 
Bowen. 

Primary  Schools.  State  Street^  North  End  —  Miss 
Helen  McG.  Ayers;  Franklin  Street — Miss  Mary  G, 
Hoag;  Merrimack — Miss  Eliza  J.  Day;  Union  Street — 
First,  Miss  Susan  R.  Moulton ;  Second,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crock- 
ett; Centre — Miss  A.  M.  Nutter;  Spring  Street — First, 
Miss  Henrietta  J.  Evans ;  Second,  Miss  C.  E.  Batchelder ; 
Myrtle  Street — Miss  Hannah  E.  Bell ;  Sixth  Ward  House — 
Miss  H.  A.  Monroe ;  Rumford — Miss  Julia  Neville ;  West 
Street — First,  Lucy  A.  Greene;  Second,  Miss  M.  A. 
Abbot. 

Mixed  Schools.  Bow  Brook  —  Miss  E.  A.  Reed; 
Eleven  Lots — Miss  Lucy  A.  Sawyer. 

The  condition  of  our  schools  is  generally  satisfactory. 
In  a  few  instances  adverse  circumstances  have  operated 
temporarily  to  diminish  the  usefulness  of  several  of  them, 
but  these,  for  the  most  part,  no  longer  exist,  and  the 
schools  are  now,  with  hardly  an  exception,  very  avywifc^'eSsSii^ 
accomplishing  the  work  for  wlaic\i1ike^\iai^^\s^^^V3Bsi^^^ 
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It  affords  us  much  satisfaction  to  bear  witness  to  the  de- 
votion to  their  arduous  duties  manifested  by  our  teachers , 
and  did  time  permit,  we  should  be  pleased  to  caU  your 
attention  to  statements  in  detail  of  the  condition  of  each 
particular  school.  Cooperating  with  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, they  have  made  constant  and  devoted  efforts,  not 
merely  to  impart  useful  knowledge  and  secure  mental  dis- 
cipline among  their  scholars,  but  also. to  render  the  exer- 
cises of  the  schools  as  practically  useful  as  possible.  Dur- 
ing the  past  term,  the  teachers  of  the  Grammar  schools 
have  introduced  to  their  several  schools,  short  daily  exer- 
cises in  adding  columns  of  figures  of  considerable  length, 
the  object  being  to  secure  to  the  pupils  that  facility  of  add- 
ing rapidly  and  correctly  long  and  diflScult  combinations 
of  figures,  similar  to  those  many  of  them  oxpect,  ere  long, 
to  meet  in  the  counting-room.  While  the  daily  per  cent- 
age  of  correct  answers  was,  at  first,  such  as  to  demonstrate 
clearly  the  importance  of  the  exercise,  its  subsequent  in- 
crease has  been  so  highly  encouraging  as  to  warrant  its 
continuance,  and  suggest  its  adoption  by  some  of  the  other 
schools. 

The  laws  of  this  State  contemplate  the  admission  of 
scholars  to  our  public  schools  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
Experience  has  led  the  Board  of  Education  to  doubt  the 
expediency  of  receiving  children  at  so  immature  an  age, 
and  latterly  they  have  not  encouraged  the  admission  of  any 
who  had  not  entered  upon  their  sixth  year.  Indeed  they 
are  not  certain  that  the  best  interests  of  educiition  in  our 
district,  would  in  any  degree  be  injured  by  excluding  all 
under  six  years  of  age.  It  is  hardly  wise  to  impose  upon 
our  primary  school  teachers  duties  especially  belonging  to 
parents,  or  to  take  any  measures  that  tend  to  convert  our 
lowest  grade  of  schools  into  public  nurseries.  The  fitst 
six  years  of  a  child's  life  can  be  most  profitably  de- 
voted to  the  acquisition  oi  ^\i^«veA  N\^Qt^  «sA  \ft^3K5VJwg^ 
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foundations  of  sound  health  in  after  life.  And  nowhere 
can  this  all  important  work  be  so  successfully  accomplished 
as  at  home,  and  under  the  fostering  care  of  maternal  inter- 
est. Wc  believe,  also,  that  no  time  will  be  lost  by  a  less 
^arly  attendance  of  scholars  at  our  primary  schools,  and 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  pupils  entering  at  six  will  be  as 
far  advanced  in  their  studies  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
as  they  would  be  by  entering  two  years  earlier. 

By  the  practice  now  pursued,  the  children  are  necessa- 
rily advanced  in  the  course  of  study  more  rapidly  than 
their  mental  development  warrants,  and  they  are  continu- 
ally encountering  the  difficulty  of  accomplishing  work  be- 
yond their  intellectual  capacity  to  grasp  so  fully  and  with 
such  case  as  they  ought.  Under  present  regulations  the 
scholars  in  this  district  require  about  six  years  in  which  to 
complete  the  prescribed  course  in  common  arithmetic. 
The  work  ought  to  be  well  done  in  two  thirds  or  one  half 
of  that  time.  A  good  scholar  fourteen  years  old,  well 
versed  in  primary  and  mental  arithmetic,  should  be  able 
to  master  in  a  single  year  the  treatise  on  written  arithme- 
tic used  in  our  Grammar  schools,  and  to  the  study  of 
wliich  it  is  now  found  necessary  to  devote  no  less  than 
three.  If  we  seek  the  cause  of  this,  we  shall  find  it, 
partly,  certainly,  in  the  fact  that  the  study  is  commenced 
before  the  minds  of  the  pupils  are  sufficiently  matured  to 
enter  upon  it  advantageously.  The  same  may  be  said  with 
reference  to  the  study  of  English  grammar.  Indeed  sim- 
ilar remarks  may  be  made  of  more  than  half  of  the  stud- 
ies pursued  in  our  High  and  Grammar  schools. 

Wc  suggest  no  remedy  for  this.  We  simply  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact.  The  scholars  are  advanced  in  their  stud- 
ies more  rapidly  than  their  mental  condition  warrants. 
They  pass  over  them,  but  comprehend  them  imperfectly. 
K  it  be  asked  to  whom  attaches  the  responsibility  of  thia^ 
we  confidently  assert  that  it  belongs  Tio\i  to  \!fckft  '^o'kA.  ^'^ 
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Education,  not  to  the  teachers,  nor  yet  to  the  pupils.  The 
evil  arises  in  part,  from  a  general  desire  to  have  our  chil- 
dren accomplish  a  prescribed  amount  and  variety  of  study 
at  an  earlier  age  than  they  can  profitably,  or  vfery  success- 
fully do  it."  By  the  time  they  are  prepared  to  study  to 
the  greatest  advantage,  the  majority  of  them  are  taken 
from  school  and  devoted  to  such  business  avocations  as 
circumstances  suggest. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  support  of  schools 
the  past  year,  have  been  as  follows : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand,  March  17, 1867, « $206^2 

Amount  raised  by  city  tax  of  1867, 7,556.11 

Amount  raised  by  special  vote  <9f  the  district  at  its  last  annual 

meeting 7,646.00 

$15,408.33 
EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  paid  for  salaries  of  teachers, $11 ,965.00 

Amount  paid  for  wood,  taking  care  of  houses,  insurance,  repairs,  &c.,. 3,031.95 
Balance  on  hand, 411.38 

$15,408.33 

The  amount  expended  during  the  last  five  years  for  the 
erection  of  the  High  School,  Bow  Brook  and  Franklin 
Street  school-houses  has  been  thirty-seven  thousand  dol- 
lars. There  has  been  raised  from  time  to  time  by  the  dis- 
trict for  part  pajinent  of  this  and  of  the  interest  accruing 
thereon,  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  sum  about 
six  thousand  dollars  has  been  paid  for  interest.  The  pres- 
ent indebtedness  of  the  district  is  fifteen  thousand  and  six 
dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

When  the  very  important  advantages  secured  to  our 
schools  by  the  erection  of  these  houses  is  considered,  it 
will  at  once  be  apparent  that  this  expenditure  was  a  wise 
one,  and  that  the  benefits  derived  therefrom  are  an  hundred 
fold  their  cost.     Our  Bc\ioo\-\i.ou^^«»  \\ss7i  ^Q\£^«jce  very 
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favorably  with  those  of  any  other  town  or  city  of  New 
Hampshire.  As  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  as  a  point 
already  important,  and  growing  more  and  more  prominent 
eveiy  year,  Concord  cannot  afford  to  content  herself  with 
either  schools  or  school-houses  of  a  secondary  character. 
The  excellence  of  our  schools  are  not  only  an  honor  to  our 
city,  but  are  continually  attracting  hither  new  residents,  who 
will  soon,  if  they  have  not  already,  increase  the  inventory 
of  the  district  by  a  larger  amount  than  the  entire  cost  of 
all  its  school-houses.  But  higher  considerations  than  any 
of  a  pecuniaiy  character  have  prompted  our  citizens  to 
build  anew  within  the  last  twenty  years  every  school-house, 
with  one,  or  at  most,  two  exceptions,  in  Union  District. 
They  have  been  led  to  the  performtace  of  this  work  by  a 
desire  to  meet  manfully  a  manifest  duty  of  helping  to  se- 
cure to  the  children  of  this  and  coming  generations  facili- 
ties of  education,  commensurate  to  the  demands  of  the  age. 

A.  Fowler, 
S.  C.  Eastman, 
D.  Patten, 
J.  P.  Bancroft, 
J.  V.  Barron, 
J.  B.  Walker, 
A.  J.  Presoott, 
P.  B.  Cogswell, 
H.  Pickering, 
Board  of  Education  of  Union  School  DistricL 
Concord,  March  21,  1868. 


MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council: 

The  unanimity  with  which  my  fellow-<5itizens  have  called 
me  to  preside  over  the  administration  of  our  municipal 
affairs,  has  not  failed  to  awaken  the  deepest  emotion  of 
gratitude  in  my  heart.  But,  while  an  expression  of  con- 
fidence from  such  a  source  may  properly  gratify  an  honor- 
able ambition,  as  one  of  the  highest  rewards  this  world 
has  to  bestow,  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  diflBculties, 
perplexities,  and  grave  responsibilities  incident  to  the  office 
which  I  now  assume.  I  shall  be  unable  to  bring  to  the 
discharge*  of  my  official  duties  either  the  wisdom  which 
experience  furnishes,  or  derive  advantage  from  previous 
service  in  any  department  of  the  city  government.  But, 
humbly  invoking  the  aid  of  a  divine  and  beneficent  provi- 
dence upon  my  eftbrts,  and  relying  on  your  advice  and  co- 
opemtion,  I  shall  hope  not  to  disappoint  the  expectations 
of  those  who  have  been  pleased  to  invest  me  with  the 
Chief  Magistracy  of  the  Capital  City  of  our  State. 

I  congratulate  you,  gentlemen,  upon  the  happy  auspices 
under  which  we  arc  assembled  to  complete  the  organization 
of  our  municipal  government  for  the  ensuing  year.  Beau- 
tiful for  situation,  inhabited  by  a  sober,  industrious  and 
thriving  population,  our  city  may  safely  challenge  compar- 
ison as  a  desirable  residence,  with  any  city  within  the  bor- 
ders of  New  England.  Her  history  is  one  of  substantial 
growth  and  most  gratifying  progi*ess  in  all  that  pertains  to 
material  and  social  happiness  and  intellectual  culture.  Her 
capacities  are  but  partially  d^veloijed^  and  the  march  of 
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improvement  but  fairly  begun.  And  as  the  vista  of  her 
future  opens  before  us  with  such  abounding  promise,  we 
should  be  stimulated  by  every  motive  worthy  of  faithful 
and  patriotic  citizens,  so  to  manage  the  trusts  confided  to 
our  care,  that  we  may  contribute  in  some  degree  to  make 
the  fair  city  of  our  residence  the  joy  of  those  who  shall 
come  after  us  in  all  time  to  come. 

For  the  reasons  already  intimated,  it  will  not  be  expect- 
ed that  I  shall  be  able  at  this  time  to  make  many  specific 
recommendations  for  your  consideration.  I  must  defer 
them  till  occasion  may  hereafter  require.  And  even  if  I 
were  able  to  offer  such  suggestions,  it  would  seem  to  be 
unnecessary,  as  the  annual  report  just  issued,  and  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  citizens,  will  afford  full  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  our  affairs  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February 
1,  1868.  But  it  seems  proper  for  me  to  allude,  in  ageneral 
way,  to  some  of  the  subjects  which  will  require  your  care- 
ful consideration. 

FINANCES. 

It  is  a  gratifying  fact  that  the  heavy  burden  of  debt,  re- 
cently imposed  on  the  city,  is  in''  process  of  reduction, 
twenty  thousand  dollars  of  the  floating  debt  having  been 
paid  off  during  the  past  year.  Provision  having  been 
made  for  refunding  that  portion  of  the  funded  debt  fall- 
ing due  in  May  next,  no  difficulty  need  be  apprehended  in 
the  management  of  our  finances.  They  are  believed  to  be, 
in  all  respects,  in  a  sound  and  healthy  condition. 

The  burden  of  taxation,  however,  still  rests  heavily  upon 
our  people,  and  a  policy  of  the  most  rigid  economy,  con- 
sistent with  the  permanent  welfare  of  our  city,  is  demanded 
at  our  hands.  That  progress  in  this  direction  is  practical 
ble,  is  suggested  by  the  fact  that  the  appropriations  for 
the  last  fiiscal  year  proved  more  than  sufficient  to  mftet^sos:- 
rent  expenses  and  make  a  handsome  xedxic^oTi  ol  oxaVa:- 
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debtedness.  It  is  believed  that  a  reaction  of  ten  them- 
sand  dollars  per  year  of  the  floating  debt  can  and  should 
be  effected.  I  therefore  commend  to  your  early  and  most 
diligent  inquiry  the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  the  muni- 
cipial  taxes. 

HIGHWAYS. 

History  demonstrates  the  fact  that  the  progress  of  a 
people  in  civilization  is  indicated  by  the  character  of  its- 
highways  and  means  of  communication.  Judged  by  this 
standard,  we  should  not  suffer  in  comparison  with  any 
other  city  of  equal  population.  The  condition  of  the  roads 
and  bridges,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  was  very  satis- 
factory ;  but  fuiiher  improvement  is  doubtless  practicable 
and  desirable.  The  bridge  over  the  Outlet,  at  the  Bo- 
rough, is  so  much  decayed  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  re- 
build it  early  in  the  present  year.  With  this  single  ex- 
ception, no  bridges  will  need  reconstruction,  unless  the 
Spriug  freshet  should  sweep  away  those  now  standing. 

The  principal  streets  of  the  city  are  rapidly  worn  out 
by  their  large  and  constant  use,  and  the  economy  of  re- 
pairing them  by  frequent  applications  of  common  gravel, 
seems  to  me  to  be  questionable.  By  this  method  of  repair 
they  become  dusty  when  dry,  and  muddy  when  wet,  to 
the  great  discomfort  of  residents  and  travellers.  The 
plan  of  McAdamizing  the  streets  with  cobble  stone,  crush- 
ed by  machinery  to  a  suitable  size,  has  been  highly  ap- 
proved in  other  places.  A  small  outlay  for  the  requisite 
machinery  would  enable  our  city  to  furnish  cheap,  durable 
and  abundant  material  for  such  a  purpose  from  the  large 
quantity  of  stones  now  lying  useless  on  its  gravel  lots.  I 
trust  this  subject  may  receive  such  attention  as  its  impor- 
tance merits.  The  concrete  pavement  for  sidewalks  and 
street  crossings  has  been  very  successfully  introduced  the 
past  year,  and  furtlieT  \xiipTON^Tafc\v\.  oil  ^<^  VyciSl  v&  u^oeded* 
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FIRE   DEPABTMENT. 


The  subject  of  providing  the  best  facilities  practicable 
for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  is  invested  with  a  new  in- 
terest by  the  frequency  with  which  they  have  occurred 
during  the  past  year.  The  recent  reorganization  of  the 
Fire  Department  has  greatly  reduced  its  expenses,  without 
apparently  impairing  its  efliciency.  The  report  of  the 
Chief  Engineer  wisely  calls  attention  to  the  importance  of 
providing  suitable  buildings  for  the  fire  apparatus  of  the 
Precinct.  It  is  desirable  that  you  should  take  such  action 
upon  tljis  matter  as  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
Without  attempting  to  offer  any  definite  recommendations, 
I  can  suggest  no  better  general  rule  for  your  guidance 
than  to  afford  the  speediest  protection  to  the  largest  amount 
of  property  liable  to  be  destroyed. 

POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

So  far  back  as  my  acquaintance  with  this  city  extends, 
it  has  enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation  for  good  order,  so- 
briety and  morality.  During  the  late  rebellion,  however, 
evil  influences  which  are  always  engendered  by  such  a 
state  of  public  affairs,  operated  powerfully  to  demoralize 
us.  Since  the  fearful  strife  of  arms  was  ended  and  the 
citizen  soldiers  have  resumed  the  avocations  of  peace, 
crime  has  diminished ;  intemperance  and  the  sale  of  intox- 
icating liquors  have  been,  to  a  greater  extent,  restrained. 
Further  improvement  in  the  same  direction  is  desirable ; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  public  sentiment  will  at  no  dis- 
tant day  be  educated  up  to  that  standard  which  will  require 
the  prohibition  of  the  traflic  in  ardent  spirits.  To  aid  in 
such  reforms  the  value  of  a  vigilant  and  effective  Police 
Department  can  hardly  be  over  estimated.  Prudent,  ener- 
getic and  strictly  temperate  men  alone  should  occupy  the 
position  of  conservators  of  the  peace  and  security  of  tha 
conmiunity. 
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cnr  FABM. 


The  annual  report  of  the  standing  committee  on  the 
City  Farm,  shows  that  during  the  past  year  it  has  been 
admirably  conducted.     At  no  time  in  the  history  of  this 
institution  has  it  exhibited  so  satisfactory  and  encouragiug 
a  balance  sheet  as  at  the  close  of  last  year's  operations. 
The  loss  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Git 
man  who,  for  nearly  eight  years,  worthily  discharged  the 
duties  of  Overseer,  seems  to  have  been  fortunately  made  up 
by  the  engagement  of  Mr.  Harrison  Partridge  to  occupy  the 
vacancy  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.     Mr.  Partridge  has 
shown  himself  well  adapted  to  the  position,  and  r^believe 
his  continuance  in  office  would  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
Farm.    During  the  entire  existence  of  our  city,  it  has  great- 
ly needed  a  suita})lc  House  of  Correction.     The  practice 
which  has  hitherto  ])een  adopted  of  sending  criminals  sen- 
tenced to  the  House  of  Correction,  to  the  City  Farm,  there 
to  associate  with  and  demoralize  the  paupers,  is  one  which 
no  enlightened  and  Christian  community  should  for  a  mo- 
ment tolerate.     The  sad  events  which  occurred  there  dur- 
ing the  year  that  is  past,  brings  this  subject  before  Us  with 
painful  prominence.     I  therefore  reiterate  the  suggestion 
of  the  committee,  that  a  stone  building  of  suitable  con- 
struction be  forthwith  erected  from  the  abundant  material 
found  on  the  premises,  for  the  occupancy  of  criminals. 

SCHOOLS. 

In  no  department  of  the  public  welfare  ought  we  to  exer- 
cise a  more  jealous  and  fostering  care  than  in  that  of  our 
common  schools. 

So  long  as  the  stability  of  republican  institutions  rests 
upon  the  intelligence  of  the  governed ;  so  long  as  learning 
is  the  handmaid  of  virtue  and  religion,  we  should  look 
well  to  the  means  of  educating  and  training  the  young  for 
the  duties  of  active  life.    Our  public  schools  are  in  a  very 
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satisfactory  condition ;  but  the  limit  of  improvement  is  not 
yet  reached.  Indeed,  the  amount  of  money  heretofore 
annually  appropriated  has  not  proved  sufficient  to  meet  the- 
wants  of  the  rural  portions  of  the  city.  The  shortness  of 
the  sessions  in  such  districts,  is  a  serious  hindrance  to  the 
progress  of  the  scholars,  and  the  only  remedy  for  this 
seems  to  be  found  in  more  liberal  appropriation  for  their 
benefit.  Liberality  in  providing  the  means  of  education 
for  the  masses,  is  true  economy,  and  withholding  tendeth  to ^ 
poverty. 

I  trust  this  subject  will  receive  at  your  handle  the  careful 
consideration  which  its  importance  Remands,  and  that  you* 
will,  if  practicable,  enlarge  the  usual  appropriation  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  schools  for  the  present  year. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  Public  Library  seems  to  be  yearly  gaining  favor  and 
its  benefits  better  known  and  appreciated,  and  I  recom- 
mend an  appropriation  for  that  object  of  $500. 

GEMETERIES. 

The  Cemetery  at  Blossom  Hill  affords  a  beautiful  and 
convenient  burial  place  for  our  dead.  But  while  the  ris- 
ing beauties  and  attractions  of  the  new  cemetery  win  uni- 
versal commendation,  the  old  cemetery  on  State  street  is 
given  over,  in  too  great  a  degree,  to  the  usurpation  of 
weeds  and  bushes.  The  revenue  derived  from  its  perma- 
nent fund  is  small — scarcely  sufficient  to  keep  the  walks 
in  a  tolerable  state  of  freedom  from  grass  and  other  inoum- 
brances.  Within  its  hallowed  precincts  lie  buried  many 
whom  we  have  delighted  to  honor  and  to  love,  and  the  mem- 
ory of  the  brave,  the  pure  and  the  good  of  generations  gone 
before  us,  is,  and  will  long  continue  to  be,  a  cherished  pos- 
session. Why  then  should  neglect  and  decay  deface  their 
final  resting  place  and  render  it  painful  rather  than  aootk* 
ing  to  the  achiiig,  sensitiye  heart  o£  tih.o  moxmi^^'t    ^\s^^ 
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vite  your  attention  to  this  subject,  and  recommend  that  a 
suitable  appropriation  be  made  to  rescue  this  honored  city 
of  the  dead  from  becoming  unsightly  and  repulsive. 

I  have  thus,  gentlemen,  in  a  very  cursory  manner, 
brought  to  your  attention  some  of  the  principal  matters 
upon  which  you  will  be  called  to  deliberate.  And  I  regret 
that  in  the  discharge  of  your  arduous  duties  you  are  not 
to  have  the  benefit  of  the  experience  and  wisdom  of  my 
predecessor,  who  to-day  lays  aside  the  robes  of  office  for 
so  many  years  woni  with  high  honor  to  himself  and  to  the 
advancement  of  the  welfare  of  his  native  city.  Let  us 
strive  to  maintain  a  spirit  of  courtesy  in  our  official  inter- 
course, and  harmony  in  our  counsels.  Let  us  continually 
seek  the  aid  of  that  wisdom  which  cometh  down  from 
above  and  is  profitable  to  direct ;  let  us  keep  an  eye  single 
to  the  promotion  of  the  important  interests  entrusted  to 
our  keeping ;  and  when  we  in  turn  shall  retire  from  the 
honorable  positions  we  occupy,  may  wo  l»0{i\  to  our  retire- 
ment the  benediction  of  our  own  consciences  and  of  our 
constituents. 

Lyman  D.  Stevens. 
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CITY      OF     CONOORID. 


DTAUGUBATED  TUESDAY,  ICABGH  17,  1B88. 


HON.  LYMAN  D.  STEVENS,  Mayw. 


BOABD  OF  ALDEBMEN. 

Ward  1.  David  Putnam,  Fisherville. 

"  2.  Thompsou  Tenney,  East  Concord. 

<«  3.  George  W.  Flanders,  West  Concord. 

<<  4.  Horace  A.  Brown. 

"  5.  Abraham  G.  Jones. 

«<  6.  Henry  T.  Chickering. 

<<  7.  Isaac  Clement. 

Charles  F.  Stewart,  Clerk. 

COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Lewis  L.  Moweb,  President, 

Ward  1.  Wm.  H.  Bell,  Cyrus  Runnels. 

2.  Joseph  T.  Clough,  Jonathan  P.  Leavitt. 

3.  Jacob  N.  Flanders,  John  Thornton. 

4.  Daniel  Famum,  John  Hoyt. 

5.  Philip  Flanders,  Daniel  F.  Secomb. 

6.  Lewis  L.  Mower,  N.  H.  Haskell* 

7.  N.  W.  Gove,  Benjanmi  11.  BbSL. 
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ASSESSOBS. 

Wardl.  John  D.Fife. 

2.  Albert  Stevens. 

3.  John  V.  Aldrioh. 

4.  Enoch  Gerrish. 

5.  Lorenzo  D.  Brown. 

6.  George  S.  Dennett. 
?•  William  H.  Proctor. 

ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Ward  6.    Hazen  Pickering. 
<<     7.    WilUam  S.  Curtis. 

JOINT  STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE   CITY   COUNCIL. 

On  Finance — Messrs.  Secomb  and  Flanders  of  Ward  5. 

On  Accounts  and  Clainu — Messrs,  Gove  and  Clousrh. 

On  Lands  and  Buildings — Messrs.  Farnum  and  Hoyt. 

On  City  Farm — Messrs.  Flanders  of  Ward  3,  and 
Thornton. 

On  Cemeteries — Messrs.  Secomb  and  Hall. 

On  Fire  Department — Messrs.  Haskell  and  Bell. 

On  Lighting  Streets — Messrs.^Haskell  and  Hoyt. 

On  Streets  and  Commons — Messrs.  Flanders^of  Ward 
5,  and  Leavitt. 

On  Public  Instruction — Messrs.  Gove  and  Secomb. 

On  Bridges^  Seivers  and  Drains — Messrs.  Farnum  and 
Thornton. 

JOINT  STANDING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  COUNCIL  ON   THE   PART 
OF  THE  BOARD   OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  Finance — H.  T.  Chickering. 

On  Accounts  and  Claims — A.  G.  Jones. 

On  Lands  and  Buildings — ^H.  T.  Chickering. 

On  City  Farm — George  W.  Flanders. 

On  t7em6tene*— T^Teime^. 
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On  Fire  Department— A.  G.  Jones. 

On  Lighting  Streets — ^H.  A.  Brown. 

On  Streets  and  Commons — Isaac  Clement  and  Jones. 

On  Public  Instriiction — ^David  Putnam. 

On  Bridges^  Sewers  and  Drains — H.  A.  Brown. 

8TANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

On  Election  Returns — Alderman  Putnam. 

On  Engrossed  Ordinances — ^Alderman  Flanders. 

On  Second  Reading — Alderman  Tenney. 

On  Abatement  of  Taxes — ^Aldermen  Clement  and  Brown. 

STANDING  COMMITTEE   OP  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

On  Elections  and  Returns — Messrs.  Haskell,  Leayitt 
and  Bunnels. 

On  Second  Reading — ^Messrs.  Seeomb,  Bell  and  Thorn- 
ton. 

Oh  Engrossed  Ordinances — Messrs.  Flanders  of  Ward 
5,  Gove,  and  Flanders  of  Ward  3. 

City  Clerk— C.  F.  Stewart.     Office  in  City  Hall  Build- 
ing, south  entrance ;  house  267  Main  Street. 

City  Treasurer — Samuel  C.  Eastman.     Office,  Rumford 
Block,  Main  Street,  up  stairs. 

City  Solicitor — John  Y.  Mugridge. 

Collector  of  Taxes — ^William  H.  Allison. 

City  Marshal — Jonathan  L.  Pickering. 

Assistant  Marshals — Josiah  Cooper,  John  A.  Cobum. 

J!Tight  Watch — James  E.  Band,  John  Connell. 

City  Physician — Benjamin  S.  Warren. 

Assistant  City  Physicians — C.  C.  Topliff,  A.  P.  Tenney. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor — Charles  F.  Stewart. 

Health  Officers— 3.  L.  Pickering,  Dr.  B.  S.  Warren, 
and  Dr.  G.  P.  Conn. 

Police  Justice — Sylvester  Dana. 

Special  Police  Justice — ^Arthur  Fletchenc. 
Superintending  School  OommittM  for  WoftAa  l>ai* 
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and  7— Edward  T.  Rowell,  L.  T.  Flint,  Rev.  Smith  Nor- 
ton. 

Board  of  Education  for  Union  District  —  Joseph  B. 
Walker,  J.  P.  Bancroft,  J.  V.  Barron,  A.  J.  Prescott, 
Hazen  Pickering,  P.  B.  Cogswell,  Amos  Hadley,  S.  C. 
Eastman,  Elisha  Adams. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library — John  A.  Holmes,  Benja- 
min L.  Larkin,  George  W.  Flanders,  Amos  Hadley,  S. 
C.  Eastman,  H.  T.  Chickering,  Isaac  N.  Abbott. 

Old  and  Blossom  Hill  Cemetery  Committee — Joseph  B. 
Walker,  John  M.  Hill,  Peter  Dudley. 

For  East  Concord  Cemetery — George  W.  Moody,  Tim- 
othy W.  Emery,  John  B.  Curtis. 

Superintendent  of  Repairs  of  Highicays  and  Bridges — 
Lyman  D.  Stevens. 

City  Messenger  and  Lamplighter — Richard  P.  Sanborn. 

Police  Officers — John  Connell,  William  T,  Locke,  Jo- 
siah  Cooper,  John  A.  Coburn,  James  E.  Rand,  Cliarles 
W.  Davis,  Harrison  Partridge,  John  Foss. 

Special  Police  Officers — Baruch  Biddell,  Edwin  A.  Mil- 
ler, George  W.  Chesley,  Westly  J.  Robinson,  Jacob  E. 
Hutchins,  Luther  P.  Fuller,  Josiah  C.  Shaw,  A.  H.  Cur- 
tice, George  W.  Lake,  Richard  M.  Ordway,  Charles  C. 
Bean,  Robert  Crouther,  Hall  B.  Rand,  Richard  P.  San- 
bom,  Jabez  W.  Hatch,  Wm.  P.  Barker,  Horace  S.  Abbott. 

FHIE  DEPARTMENT. 

BOARD   OF  ENGINEERS. 

Abel  B.  Holt,  Chief  Engineer. 
Assistants  in  the  Precinct  —  John  D.  Teel,  John  M. 
Hill,  Alonzo  Downing,  Lowell  Eastman. 
West  Concord — George  Partridge. 
East  Concord — James  Frye. 
Fisherville — Albert  H.  Drown. 
Steam  Fire  Engint  Compauy,  No- 1— "^  Ow,  H\\\^  — 
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Daniel  W.  Long,  Foreman;  A.  R.  Manning,  Assistant 
Foreman;  B.  H.  Lincoln,  Clerk  and  Treasurer;  A. 
H.  Wiggin,  Engineer. 

Stephen  Blaney,  F.  Q.  Mason,  Charles  L.  Eastman, 
Atwood  Lane,  J.  G.  Howe,  Sylvester  Long,  H.  F.  Hill, 
E.  A.  Eix;  Frank  Smart,  Teamster. 

Steamer  ^ Kearsarge^^ No. 2 — ^Nathan H. Haskell, Fore- 
man; George  Gordon,    Clerk;  I.  N.  Farley,   Engineer. 

Daniel  B.  Newhall,  George  L.  Lovejoy,  William  M. 
Leaver,  George  A.  Glover,  James  Ring,  WilUam  Badger, 
Warren  H.  Coming,  Horace  Carter,  John  C.  Shay. 

Eagle  Hose  Company  No.  1 — Charles  M.  Lang,  Fore^ 
man;  R.  M.  Patten,  Assistant  Foreman;  Moses  T.  Palmer, 
Clerk. 

Concord  Railroad  Hydrant  and  Hose  Company ^  No.  1 — 
J.  M.  Foss,  Foreman;  M.  W.  Dickerman,  Assistant  Fore- 
man;  Philip  Flanders,  Jr.,  Clerks 

Northern  Railroad  Hydrant  andHose  Company^  No.  2 — 
James  M.  Lauder,  Foreman;  George  Harrington,  Assist^ 
ant  Foreman;  L.  W.  Nichols,  Clerk. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company ^  No.  1 — Daniel  Clifford, 
Foreman;  ChsLriQsT.'Wdi^mTi^  Assistant  Foreman;  Joseph  • 
B.  Smart,  Clerk. 

*'  Cataract "  Engine  Company ^  No.  6 — Isaac  H.  Famum, 
Foreman;  Moses  F.  Clough,  Clerk. 

"  Old  Fort "  Engine  Company^  No.  7 — George  H,  Cur- 
tis, Foreman;  William  A.  Bean,  Clerk. 

"  Pioneef^  Engine  Company^  No.  8 — John  Whittaker, 
Foreman;  Samuel  R.  Mann,  Assistant  Foreman;  Robert 
Crouther,  First  Assistant  Engineer;  John  G.  Warren, 
Second  Assistant  Engineer;  Calvin  Roberts,  Clerk  and 
Treasurer. 

FENCE  VIE  WEBS. 

Moses  H.  Famum,  Daniel  Knowlton,  3«mfc^l^^>^^JKnL 
Abbott. 
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SUKVEYORS  OP  WOOD  AND  UTMBEB. 

Eben  F.  Elliott,  John  G.  Warlren,  Jeremiah  P.  Eun- 
nels,  Cyrus  Runnels,  Ira  C.  Edgerly,  Henry  L.  Elliott, 
Asa  H.  Morrill,  John  Whittaker,  John  T.  Batchelder,  E. 
P.  Famum,  Harrison  Bean,  T.  W.  Emery,  Isaac  Emery, 
Joseph  T.  Clough,  Samuel  Eastman,  Charles  S.  Harper, 
Jehial  D.  Knight,  Abner  D.  Famum,  Elbridge  Dimond, 
Henry  Martin,  Timothy  Carter,  Chandler  Eastman,  John 
K.  Abbott,  Harrison  Partridge,  Alfred  L.  Marden,  John 
Abbott,  Isaac  Elwell,  R.  G.  Cutting,  Abner  C.  Holt,  John 
S.  Mason,  Orrin  T.  Clisby,  Lyman  A.  Walker,  Henry  M. 
Moore,  James  Moore,  Wm.  Ballard,  Charles  P.  Rowell, 
John  Ballard,  Lowell  Eastman,  Daniel  Clifford,  Thomas 
Stuai-t,  William  H.  Buntin,  George  A.  Pillsbury,  Atkin- 
son Webster,  Philip  Flanders,  Jr.,  A.  B.  Holt,  Curtis 
White,  Nicholas  Quimby,  Edward  Dow,  Joel  C.  Danforth, 
Seth  K.  Jones,  Lorenzo  D.  Brown,  J.  F.  Hoit,  Julius 
Lord,  Wm.  Carr,  Joshua  T.  Kendall,  Samuel  N.  Fams- 
worth,  Duane  D.  Brainard,  Charles  W.  Ash,  Henry  T. 
Chiekeriiig,  James  S.  Noms,  Ebenezer  B.  Hutchinson, 
Wm.  A.  Clough,  Noah  H.  Ranlet,  D.  S.  Webster,  Jere- 
miah  S.  Noyes,  Jeremiah  S.  Abbott,  George  Frye,  Joseph 
Hazeltine,  Benjamin  F.  Goodwin,  Isaac  Clement,  Charles 
H.  Clough,  Josiali  Cooper,  George  B.  Whittredge,  Luther 
P.  Fuller,  Charles  E.  Thompson,  Jacob  E.  Hutchins. 

SURVEYORS   OF   STONE. 

Henry  H.  Burns,  Nathaniel  Smith,  John  Howe,  George 
W.  Emerton,  Edward  Dow,  Ira  Foster,  Josiah  Cooper, 
Daniel  Farnum. 

SURVEYORS    OF   IVIASOXRY. 

A.  H.  DroTVTi,  Richard  M.  Ordway,  Lyman  R.  Fellows, 
Joseph  R.  Bowers. 
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WEIGHEBS  OP  HAY. 

John  Batchelder,  N.  P.  Batchelder,  Sylvester  Stevens, 
Albert  A.  Currier,  Francis  A,  Fisk,  Cyrus  W.  Paige, 
Charles  A.  Robinson,  Noah  H,  Ranlet,  J.  Frank  Hoit, 
Frank  Dow,  Benj.  A.  Kimball,  George  F.  Whittredge, 
Henry  C.  Sturtcvant,  Alonzo  Downing,  H.  T.  Chickering, 
Charles  H.  Ash,  Joseph  H.  Abbott,  Seth  R.  Dole. 

SEALERS   OF  LEATHER. 

Jacob  p.  Sanders,  Charles  E.  Robinson,  John  C.  Thorn, 
William  Gilman,  Chase  Hill,  James  Mallon  Blake. 

SEALERS   OP  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

John  Batchelder,  James  H.  Chase,  John  A.  West. 

CULLERS  OF   STAVES. 

Wm.  Haywood,  John  Hoit,  Isaiah  Robinson,  Leonard 
Bell,  Stephen  Quimby. 

FOUND  KEEPER. 

Harrison  Partridge. 
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ANNUAL    REPORTS 


SCHOOLS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCORD, 
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THE    CITY    OFFICERS, 
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ANNUAL   REPORTS 

OF   THE  ^ 

SCHOOLS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCOED. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF 
WARDS  1,  2,  3  AND  7. 

To  the  City  Council: 

We  are  happy  to  state,  at  the  close  of  another  year, 
that  the  schools  under  our  supervision,  are  generally  in  a 
prosperous  condition-  Many  evils  remain,  however,  which 
ought  to  find  a  remedy.  There  still  exists  a  great  want  of 
regularity  and  punctuality  in  the  attendance  of  the  schol- 
ars upon  our  schools ;  and  in  many  of  the  schools  a  lack  of 
that  thorough  discipline  and  good  order,  which  are  the  sine 
qua  non  of  a  successful  school. 

A  multiplicity  of  text-books  in  every  branch  of  common 
school  education,  still  divides  our  schools  into  miniature 
classes,  and  distracts  the  minds  of  our  teachers. 

The  only  remedy  for  this  last  evil,  which  will  ever  prove 
ettectua],  we  are  satisfied,  must  be  sought  at  the  hands  of 
our  State  Legislature.  Our  State  Board  of  Education 
should  be  by  law  empowered  and  required  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  text-books  for  all  the  public  schools  of 
this  State.  Another  great  desideratum  in  this  State,  is  a 
normal  school,  especially  devoted  to  the  education  of  licach- 
ers.  Teaching  should  be  a  profession,  a  profession  for  life, 
as  much  as  the  law,  medicine  or  the  gospel  ministry*  W^ 
cannot  expect  good  teachers  without  pT«pat«AI\oTi^  \xAx&ft% 
and  a  thorough  and  appropriate  educatioii  iot  >3aaX.  \>\xt«wX.* 
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We  need  and  must  have  a  school  for  that  purpose.     With- 
out good  teachers  the  public  school  is  a  failure. 

Your  Committee  have  been  freshly  reminded  of  these 
considerations,  by  the  difficulty  we  have  experienced  in 
our  endeavor  to  introduce  into  our  schools  the  use  of 
Guyot's  Series  of  Geographies. 

Where  the  teacher  has  had  a  previous  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  these  books,  the  change  has  been  made  easily  and 
successfully ;  otherwise,  with  difficulty  and  with  little  suc- 
■cess.  We  think  the  system  of  map-drawing  and  generali- 
zation taught  in  these  books,  if  they  do  nofentirely  sup- 
plant the  use  of  the  older  books,  will  prove  ver}"  useful  in 
this  branch  of  study. 

We  would  at  this  time  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  renew 
our  recommendation  of  last  year,  that  money  be  appropri- 
ated for  rewards  of  excellence  in  deportment  and  scholar- 
ship. 

L.  f .  Flint, 
John  B.  Cuutis, 
k.  t.  rowell, 
Superintending  School  Com?,)  if  fee. 


PARTICULAR    REMARXS. 

District  No.  1. 
There  were  two  terms  of  school,  and  both  tiiu^^ht  b\ 
Miss  Mattie  A.  Knowles.  Miss  Knowles  is  a  teacher  o: 
rare  qualifications  and  she  succeeded  admirabl3^  The  reci- 
tations at  the  examinations,  at  the  close  of  the  terms,  showec 
marked  progress,  and  were  characterized  by  thorouo-hnesf 
and  promptness.  This  school  ranks  among  the  best  in  the 
rural  districts,  while  the  school-house  is  about  the  poorest 
one  in  the  city.  The  hoMs^  \a  c^ttavwly  a  discredit,  not  tc 
s&y  a  disgrace,  to  llie  d\stt\e\.,  n^\xo^^  \\!^as^\\MD\&  ^x^  ^w<^ 


ally  thrifty  and  enterprising.     We  trust  the  voter*  will 
soon  move  in  the  matter  and  build  a  new  house.  r. 

District  No.  2. 

Miss  Clara  F.  Shepard  taught  both  the  Summer  and 
Winter  terms  of  school  in  this  district.  Miss  Shepard  is 
a  teacher  of  long  experience  and  has  uniformly  been  suc- 
cessful, and  in  this  school  fully  maintained  her  former 
reputation.  Most  of  the  scholars  are  quite  young,  but  at 
the  examinations,  at  the  close  of  the  terms,  they  appeared 
to  have  made  excellent  progress.  The  recitations  were  all 
marked  by  energy  and  promptness.  The  teacher  also  had 
a  variety  of  general  exercises,  which  were  interesting  as- 
well  as  profitable.  R. 

District  No.  4. 

Miss  Abbie  F.  Straw  taught  the  Summer  term.  The 
school  was  ten  weeks  in  length  and  was  quite  successfuL 
The  teacher  though  young,  and  having  but  little  experience, 
was  earnest  and  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Mr.  S.  T.  Symonds. 
Mr.  Symonds  aimed  to  be  thorough  and  practical  in  his  in- 
struction, and  was  very  successful.  He  evidently  had  the 
respect  of  his  pupils  and  the  confidence  of  their  parents. 
The  teacher  says,  in  his  remarks  in  the  register :  **  I  think 
the  progress  of  some  of  the  scholars  has  been  greatly  im- 
peded by  tardiness  and  habitual  absence,  and  others  by  at^ 
tempting  to  pursue  studies  for  which  they  were  not  pre- 
pared." R. 
District  No.  5. 

Miss  Lizzie  Burleigh  taught  the  Summer  tenn.     The 
school  was  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  one.     The  hap- 
piest relations  existed  between  the  teacher  and  scholars, 
and  both  worked  together  to  make  a  good  school,  and  BUC-* 
ceeded  admirably.     The  scholars  were  yexy -^xwx^VxwiX.^sA 
regular  in  their  attendance. 

The  Winter  term  was  under  the  Va^ts\M*ioTi  ol  ^%i^»^ 
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Helen  L.  Farnsworth,  who  was  untiring  in  her  efforts  to 
teach  a  good  school.  She  had  the  entire  confidence  of 
both  scholars  and  parents.  At  the  closing  examination 
there  were  some  very  creditable  rhetorical  exercises,  in 
which  nearly  all  of  the  scholars  took  part.  r. 

District  No.  6. 

There  has  been  but  one  term  of  school  in  this  district 
the  past  year.  Miss  Clara  M.  Kimball  was  the  teacher. 
The  school  is  the  smallest  in  the  city,  but  one  of  the  best 
in  the  rural  districts.  This  was  Miss  KimbalPs  first  at- 
tempt at  teaching,  but  she  succeeded  admirably.  It  is  us- 
ually thought  that  but  little  interest  or  enthusiasm  can  be 
awakened  in  small  schools,  but  we  are  confident  but  few 
schools  in  the  city  have  made  more  progi'ess  in  the  same 
number  of  weeks  than  has  been  made  in  this  one.  n. 

District  No.  7. 

The  8ummer  and  Winter  terms  of  this  school  wero 
taught  by  Miss  Ilattic  M.  Jameson,  who  labored  patiently 
and  faithfully  for  the  good  of  the  school.  Fair  progress 
was  made  in  some  of  the  studies.  There  seemed,  how- 
ever, to  1)0  a  want  in  the  discipline  and  order  of  the  school^ 
and  a  lack  of  interest  and  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the 
scholars,  and  great  irregularity  in  their  attendance.       f. 

District  No.  8. 
This  school  was  taught,  Summer  and  Winter,  by  Miss 
Hattie  M.  Tucker,  an  experienced,  faithful  and  successful 
teacher.     Most  of  the  scholars  are  small  and   somewhat 
backward,  but  have  made  good  improvement  this  year. 

F. 

District  No.  12. 
Miss  Sarah  F.  Sanborn  was  the  teacher  for  the  Summer 
term.     She  is  a  well  educated  and  laborious  teacher,     kt. 

The  Winter  term  ^aa  uxiQi^t  ^^Jaa  m^\x>\^NiAa\^  ^^  "\S5fi& 
Clara  F.  Shepard.     Misa  SVi^^axi^  \^  o\i^  o1  o\«  ^^t>5\^'9.\. 


teachers,  richly  endowed  with  those  qualifications  essential 
to  please  and  awaken  in  the  minds  of  the  pupils  a  lively 
interest  in  their  studies.  Under  her  care  the  school  made 
very  commendable  progress.  The  closing  examination  was 
very  satisfactory.  o. 

DiSTBICT  No.   13. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss 
Laura  E.  Shepard.  She  is  a  superior  teacher ;  a  good  dis- 
ciplinarian, and  apt  to  teach.  Under  her  care,  the  school 
made  real  progress.  n. 

Miss  Shepard  was  the  teacher  for  the  Winter  term.  The 
school  was  very  prosperous.  The  closing  exercises  were 
unusually  satisfactory,  showing  much  careful  labor  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  and  scholars.     It  was  a  happy  school. 

c. 
District  No.  14. 

Miss  Emma  A.  Virgin  taught  the  Sununer  term.  A 
divided  state  of  feeling  in  the  district  made  her  position 
difficult.  N. 

The  Winter  term  in  this  district  was  taught  by  W.  W. 
Gate,  of  Loudon.  The  term  was  very  short,  yet  there  was 
remarkable  improvement  in  the  school.  Parents  seemed 
to  manifest  a  lively  interest  throughout  the  term,  which 
very  materially  helped  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
school.     In  union  there  is  strength.  c. 

District  No.  15. 

The  Summer  term  of  this  school  was  very  small,  and 
was  taught  by  Miss  I.  E.  Hutchins,  a  faithful  teacher. 

N. 

The  Winter  term  in  this  district  was  taught  by  Miss  N. 
Amanda  Wyman.     Her  school  at  the  first  visit  of.  the 
Committee  was  somewhat  deficient  in  order ;  but  «.t  ^xsJo^^kk- 
quent  visits,    it  appeared  to  be  uxidex  gpo^i  diw£v^J^&aia- 
The  scholars  made .  real  improveixieTit  m  \5aea   «X?aS^»»* 
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The  teacher  labored  with  diligence,  and  the  condition  of 
the  school  at  the  closing  examination  was  very  satisfactoiy. 

c. 

District  No.  16. 

There  is  no  school-house  in  this  district  fit  for  use,  and 
very  few,  if  any  scholars.  The  Committee  have  not  been 
notified  of  any  school  in  this  district  during  the  year,  or 
given  a  certificate  to  any  teacher  to  teach  in  it.  p. 

District  No.  18. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Persis  A.  Seavey. 
She  was  thorough  in  her  instructions,  kind  in  her  treat- 
ment of  the  scholars,  and  efBcient  in  her  general  manage- 
ment of  the  school. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught,  partly  by  Miss  Jane  Cook, 
and  partly  by  Miss  Hannah  W.  Heath.  The  interruption 
and  change  of  teachers  operated  unfavorably  for  the  school. 

F. 

District  No.  19. 
The  Summer  term,  taught  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Whittcmore, 
was  interrupted  by  sickness.    The  teacher  found  the  school 
very  restless  and  hard  to  govern.     Her  success  was  fair. 

N. 

The  teacher  in  this  school,  for  the  Winter  term,  was 
Miss  Loisic  Eaton,  an  experienced  teacher,  well  qualified 
for  the  duties  of  the  school-room.  She  labored  faithfully 
and  with  good  success.  The  parents  in  this  district  should 
guard  with  watchful  care,  and  see  to  it  that  the  school 
takes  no  backward  step.  c. 

District  No.  21. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Addie  Whittcmore. 
This  was  her  first  term  in  teaching.  She  succeeded  very 
well.  With  more  experience,  she  will  doubtless  make  an 
accomplished  teacher.  n. 

The  Winter  term  v^aa  \a.\i^\,  Xs^  Qt.^T«c&L^\sykA.    This 
was  Mr.  Blake's  first  efiott  'm  X/^i^v^dttoi^.    ^\^«vMiR«e».^ 
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very  fair.  He  labored  hard  for  the  improvement  of  the 
scholars,  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  Parents  seemed 
interested  and  gave  their  cordial  support  to  the  teacher. 

c. 
District  No.  22. 

Miss  S.  T.  Kimball  was  the  teacher  foF  the  Snmmer 
term.  She  is  an  experienced  and  successful  teacher.  The 
school  under  her  care  made  rapid  progress.  n. 

The  Winter  term,  also,  was  taught  by  Miss  EimbalL 
It  gives  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to  speak  of  this  school  in 
high  terms  of  commendation.  The  scholars  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesced in  the  requirements  of  the  teacher,  and  were 
much  interested  in  their  studies.  The  closing  examination 
evinced  much  labor  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  and  scholars. 
The  parents  in  this  district  manifested  a  praiseworthy  in- 
terest in  the  school,  as  was  manifest  by  the  number  present 
at  the  closing  exercises,  and  the  general  satisfaction  ex- 
pressed. 0. 
District  No.  23. 

This  school  has  made  good  improvement  this  year.  The 
Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Lizzie  Corliss,  and  the 
Winter  term  by  Miss  Sarah  A.  Morse.  Both  are  good 
teachers.  f. 

District  No.  24. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  EvaF.  Bumham* 
She  is  a  thorough  scholar,  an  industrious  teacher,  and  a 
thorough  disciplinarian.  The  closing  examination  was 
highly  satisfactory.  The  Fall  and  Winter  terms  were 
taught  by  Miss  Susie  B.  Smart,  imder  whose  faithful  in- 
struction this  school  enjoyed  its  usual  share  of  prosperity. 

F. 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  District  No.  3, 
in  the  city  of  Concord,  make  the  following  report : 

Your  Committee,  in  presenting  their  report,  would  re- 
spectfully acknowledge  the  cooperation  of  parents  and 
friends  of  the  district  in  sustaining  the  teachers  in  their 
endeavors  to  secure  obedience,  to  maintain  order,  govern- 
ment and  scholar-like  deportment  in  the  school-room,  and 
in  devising  ways  and  means  to  promote  punctuality  and 
constant  attendance  of  their  children.  The  teachers  thus 
sustained,  have  been  enabled  to  carry  out  their  good  ar- 
ranirements  of  the  school  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee.  No  instance  of  corporeal  punishment  has  oc- 
curred during  the  year ;  and  whispering  and  other  kindred 
evils  of  the  school-room,  have  nearly  disappeared.  Teach- 
ers can  desire  no  gi'cater  reward  than  thus  to  see  their 
labors  crowned  with  success. 

Your  Committee  arc  fully  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  securing  the  services  of  the  best  teachers,  even  at  an 
extra  price,  for  several  terms  or  years,  if  need  be,  in  suc- 
cession, thus  deriving  a  double  advantage  from  their  ex- 
perience and  services. 

Miss  Susan  M.  Glover  has  taught  in  the  Grammar  De- 
partment five  terms  in  succession.  In  the  Summer,  Fall 
and  Winter  terms,  the  scholars  made  commendable  ad- 
vancement in  the  several  studies  pursued. 

Miscellaneous  Geography  was  studied  successfully  in  the 
Winter  term.  We  recommend  that  more  attention  be  paid 
to  that  important  study. 

Miss  Ella  F.  Stou^i  Wa  Xaxx^X.  \\\  N^fta^YVK^axY  Deijart- 
ment  eight  terms  succefeatvxWy .    Yxi  >i^^  ^^^aX.  ^ Votet:  vswa. 
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many  of  the  scholars  were  irregular  in  their  attendance  on 
account  of  sickness,  yet  on  the  whole,  they  appeared  equal- 
ly as  well  as  in  her  previous  terms ;  well  trained  to  order, 
obedience  and  good  government. 

We  would  mention  the  improvements  which  have  been 
made  the  past  year  in  the  district.  Since  the  erection  of 
the  new  house,  an  ante-room  has  been  needed  where  the 
scholars  could  be  accommodated,  and  recreate  themselves, 
instead  of  in  the  school-rooms.  To  meet  this  need  the 
district  generously  raised  a  sum  of  money  suflGicient  to  fin- 
ish a  room  in  the  basement  of  the  school-house,  of  size  to 
accommodate  one  hundred  scholars.  The  room  was  com- 
pleted before  the  commencement  of  the  Winter  term,  and 
furnished  with  a  good  stove.  The  plan  worked  admirably ; 
the  scholars  have  never  been  so  well  accommodated  since 
we  have  been  a  district.  We  believe  the  money  has  been 
well  expended  in  preventing  the  unnecessary  wear  and  de- 
struction of  property  in  the  school-rooms. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Simeon  Abbott, 

Asa  p.  Tenney, 

George  E.  Holden, 

John  V.  Axdrich, 

Chandler  Eastman, 

Superintending  School  Committee. 

[See  Statistical  Table  following  page  24.] 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  20,  WARD  1. 


Our  three  departments,  Primary,  Intermediate  and  Gram- 
mar Schools }  have  had,  each,  three  sessions  daring  the 
year,  viz.,  a  Summer  term  of  11  weeks,  a  Fall  term  of 
9  weeks,  and  a  Winter  term  of  11  weeks. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  to  this  District,  is 
$843.50. 

The  whole  attendance  during  the  past  year,  157  scholars. 
Average  attendance,  125. 

The  number  attending  each  school,  at  each  session,  with 
wages,  including  board : 


PRIMARY. 

Whole  Number. 

Average. 

W.fe.. 

Summer, 

67 

52 

$24.00 

Fall, 

70 

55 

26.00 

Winter, 

67 

41) 

26.00 

INTERMEDIATE. 

Summer, 

52      • 

45 

26.00 

Fall, 

53 

43 

26.00 

Winter, 

53 

GRAMMAR. 

42 

26.00 

Summer, 

36 

34 

28.00 

Fall, 

34 

28 

30.00 

Winter, 

36 

34 

30.00 

Visits  of  the  Superintending  Committee,  individually, 
during  the  3^car,  81. 

Visits  of  other  citizens,  196. 

The  Primaiy  School  was  kept  through  the  year  by 
Miss  Lucy  L.  Dro^vn ;  making  in  all  five  terms  she  has 
managed  this  school  ^itti  g^oo^i  ^c.c.^\)\a.\iQ.^* 

The  Intermediate  depaxtm^TA.,  ^\xt\ti%  ^^  ^>MXi\s^^x 
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Fall  terms,  was  taught  by  Miss  Emma  J.  Ela,  mining  the 
fourth  term  she  has  had  charge  of  this  school,  which  is 
«ufficient  evidence  that  her  services  have  been  well  i^pre- 
ciated. 

The  Winter  term  was  kept  by  Miss  Martha  H.  Coombs, 
a  young  lady  of  good  attainments  and  scholarship  and  skill 
in  teaching. 

Grammar  School.  Miss  Ellen  K.  Abbott  was  engaged 
to  take  charge  of  this  school  for  the  year.  During  the 
Summer  term  she  proved  herself  an  efficient  teacher,  and 
it  was  deemed  very  unfortunate  that  her  ill  health  deprived 
the  school  of  her  continued  services. 

For  the  Fall  term,  Miss  Libbie  A.  McCutchins  waa  em- 
ployed, and  her  services  were  earnestly  desired  and  solicit- 
ed for  the  Winter  term,  but  her  engagements  called  her 
away.  To  meet  this  emergency.  Miss  E.  J.  Ela  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  Intermediate  department  to  this,  where 
she  continued  to  sustain  her  good  reputation  as  a  teacher. 

So  much  changing  of  teachers  the  past  year  is  regarded 
as  unfortunate  for  the  schools ;  but,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  was  unavoidable.  It  is  deemed  good  policy  to  continue 
the  same  teachers  in  the  same  schools,  so  long  as  they  give 
satisfaction  and  can  be  retained. 

The  Standing  Rules,  adopted  by  vote  at  the  last  annual 
meeting,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  and  a  copy  put  up  in 
each  school-room,  have  afforded  valuable  aid  to  teachei*s  in 
the  general  management  of  the  schools. 

The  vote  also,  requiring  the  Superintending  Committee 
to  visit  by  turns,  each  school,  as  often  as  once  in  two  weeks, 
has  been  observed.  A  school  may  appear  well  at  the  open- 
ing, and  the  teacher  may  get  up  a  respectable  examination 
in  appearance^  at  the  close,  when  the  pupils  have  made 
but  little  improvement.  The  Committee  and  parents  are 
very  liable  to  be  deceived  by  examinations,  unless  IV^^ 
keep  a  constant  watch  and  are  fanAUai:  Vy\)dl  >i>Dkfe  ^«c!S3tfsv^«t 
routine  and  management  of  the  scViooVa  VSatow^^^  Xctts^^ 
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The  employment  of  fetnale  teachers  in  the   Grammar 
school,  during  the  Winter  terms,  was  sanctioned  by  vote 
of  the  district ;  and  we  think  they  usually  show  a  better 
tact  at  teaching  than  men,  and  that  in  discipline  they  have 
generally  been  quite  as  successful.     A  man  of  eminent 
talents,  and  much  experience  in  teaching  (Rev.  Dr.  Way- 
land),  says :    <<  At  the  present  day,  women  are  our  most 
eminent  teachers ;  and  I  have  known  them  succeed  in  disci- 
pline where  men  of  their  own  age  have  failed.     At  the 
present  moment,  women  perform  a  large  portion  of  the 
teaching  in  New  England,  and  they  do  it  so  well  that  this 
portion  is  rapidly  growing  larger.     Much  of  the  improve- 
ment in  education  in  New  England  is,  I  believe,  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  employment  of  women,  in  the  place  of  men, 
in  our  schools." 

This  district  cannot  afford  to  employ  teachers  who  are 
incompetent  to  teach,  or  who  lack  that  force  of  character 
necessary  to  maintain  good  order.  Never  are  they  too 
strict,  but  often  too  lax,  or  indiscreet  in  dealing  with  ju- 
venile humanity,  and  consequently  schools  suffer.  But 
with  all  its  defects,  our  public  school  system  of  education 
is  invaluable.  Notwithstanding  its  high  cost,  it  is  vastly 
cheaper  than  ignorance,  which  is  the  prolific  mother  of 
vice.  Our  schools,  then,  should  be  liberally  and  vigorous- 
ly sustained.  We  arc  happy,  in  conclusion,  to  state,  that 
the  past  year  they  have  accomplished  all  that  could  have 
reasonably  been  expected  under  the  circumstances,  and  yet 
have  left  room  for  much  improvement.  It  has  been  the 
honest  purpose  of  your  Committee,  by  frequent  visits  and 
a  constant  watchfulness  over  them,  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  teachers,  in  discipline  and  other  duties,  and  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  scholars  and  of  the  whole  district. 
With  respect,  submitted. 

A.  Wm.  Fiske, 

/Superintending  ScKool  CommlUAe,  l>Jo.  20. 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


THE  BOARD    OF   EDUCATIOISr 


UNION  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 


The  Board  of  Education  respectfully  submit  this,  their 
Tenth  Annual  Report,  to  the  citizens  of  Union  School  Dis- 
trict, 

Our  public  schools  are  by  far  the  greatest  of  all  our  pub- 
lic interests.  By  the  instruction  given  in  them,  they  af- 
fect every  family ;  and  by  the  taxation  for  their  support, 
they  affect  every  pocket.  As  guardians  of  this  public  trust, 
we  call  attention  to  the  following  items : 

REORGANIZATION  AND   MEETINGS   OF  THE   BOARD. 

At  our  first  meeting,  held  on  the  23d  of  March,  1868, 
the  Board  was  reorganized  by  the  appointment  of  Joseph 

B.  Walker,  President,  Samuel  C,  Eastman,  Secretary,  and 
P.  B.  Cogswell,  Agent. 

For  the  better  supervision  of  the  schools,  the  Board  di- 
vided the  District,  as  heretofore,  into  four  sections,  placing 
the  several  sections  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  follow- 
ing sub-committees : 

The  northern  section  in  care  of  J.  B,  Walker,  A.  Had- 
ley  and  E.  Adams,  The  central,  in  care  of  S.  C.  East- 
man, P.  B.  Cogswell  and  J.  P.  Bancroft.  The  southern, 
in  care  of  H.  Pickering,  A.  J.  Prescottand  J.  V.  Barron.  \ 
and  the  High  School  was  placed  undex  \]ki^  oncwa^dX.  ^1  ^* 

C.  Eastman,  A.  Hadley,  E.  Adams  and  R.YV^ctov?,. 


16 

These  several  committees  have  endeavored  to  attend  to 
their  respective  duties  faithfully  and  promptly.  The  Board 
have  held  regular  monthly  meetings ;  and  occasionally  spec- 
ial meetings  have  been  called,  when  anything  of  general 
importance  has  seemed  to  demand  it. 

CONDITION   OF  THE   SCHOOLS. 

From  frequent  personal  inspection,  and  from  a  thorough 
examination  at  the  close  of  each  term,  as  well  as  from  the 
registers  carefully  kept  by  the  several  teachers,  the  Board 
are  able  to  report  the  schools,  generally,  in  a  state  of  con- 
tinued prosperity.  The  whole  number  of  schools  within 
the  district,  at  the  present  time,  is  twenty-five.  These 
have  been  taught  by  thirty  teachers.  The  whole  number 
of  scholars  in  attendance  upon  our  schools  the  past  year 
has  been  1818.  The  average  attendance  has  been  much 
aflfected  by  an  uncommon  amount  of  sickness  among  the 
children,  during  a  part  of  both  the  Fall  and  Winter  terms. 

The  Primary  schools  are  thirteen  in  number.  These 
schools  arc,  for  the  most  part,  in  a  very  good  condition. 
The  teachers,  though  differing  widely  from  each  other  in 
respect  to  natural  tact,  experience,  and  acquirements,  are 
all  faithful  to  their  important  trusts,  and  are  striving  to  win 
honorable  success.  Several  of  them  exhibit  a  hisrh  dcfifree 
of  ability  to  govern  children,  and  to  awaken  in  them  an  ar- 
dent love  for  the  exercises  of  the  school-room,  and  what  is 
far  better,  for  their  individual  improvement. 

The  Intermediate  schools  arc  six  in  number.  These 
schools  arc  usually  crowded ;  being  composed,  in  part,  of 
scholars  who,  in  consequence  of  sickness,  irregular  attend- 
ance at  school,  and  other  causes,  have  made  but  little  pro- 
gress in  their  studies.  To  govern  and  teach  them,  requires 
experience,  energy,  and  versatility  of  talent.  Generally, 
these  schools  have  been  well  managed  and  are  successfully 
accomplishing  their  m\aa\o\\* 

There  are  three  Gram\aaTae\vtto\^\vv^^^'eXrvR\.^^»^ 
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ranged  into  two  grades  of  classes,  each  grade  being  taught 
by  a  separate  teacher.  The  lower  grade  of  these  schoals 
is  generally  very  much  crowded.  This  has  been  particu- 
larly the  case  in  the  Merrimack  and  Rumford  Grammar 
schools  during  the  past  year,  where,  for  the  want  of  seats 
in  the  school-room,  the  committee  were  under  the  necessity 
of  transferring  several  scholars  from  each  of  these  school* 
to  other  schools  less  crowded,  where  they  have  been  form- 
ed into  classes  of  the  same  grade  from  which  they  were 
taken.  This  was  attended  with  some  embarrassment ;  but 
it  was  the  only  course  the  Board  could  devise  imder  all  the 
circumstances. 

These  classes  have  been  taught  by  competent  teachersi 
though  employed  in  teaching  lower  grades  of  our  schools, 
and  with  but  little  additional  expense.  The  six  regular 
teachers  of  our  Grammar  schools  are  alive  to  the  interests 
of  their  work.  The  several  examinations  for  the  year 
have  been  highly  creditable,  both  to  the  teachers  and  their 
scholars. 

Our  High  school  is  under  the  management  of  three  very 
popular  instructors.  This  school  is  conducted  with  much 
efficiency,  and  seems  to  be  growing  in  favor  with  the  peo- 
ple. Its  government  is  characterized  by  kindness,  firm- 
ness, and  discretion.  Corporal  punishment  has  not  been 
employed  during  the  year,  except  in  two  or  three  instances, 
and  there  have  been  but  few  cases  requiring  discipline  of 
any  kind.  The  pupils  are  treated  as  young  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, who  are  required  to  cultivate  a  high  degree  of  self- 
respect,  and  to  exhibit  a  delicate  regard  for  the  rights  and 
feelings  of  others.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  youth  of 
this  city  do  not  more  generally  appreciate  the  privileges  of 
this  school.  A  successful  mastery  of  its  course  of  studies 
would  give  tone  and  completeness  to  mental  disciplinei 
open  to  the  active  mind  many  sources  of  pleaa^u^^  «sA  Vci- 
sure  valuable  acquisitions  of  knowledge. 

lie  annual  exhibition  of  the  graduating  ^^tkS&m^'^sa^^^ 
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These  several  committees  have  endeavored  to  attend  to 
their  respective  duties  faithfully  and  promptly.  The  Board 
have  held  regular  monthly  meetings ;  and  occasionally  spec- 
ial meetings  have  been  called,  when  anything  of  general 
importance  has  seemed  to  demand  it. 

CONDITION  OF   THE   SCHOOLS. 

From  frequent  personal  inspection,  and  from  a  thorough 
examination  at  the  close  of  each  term,  as  well  as  from  the 
registers  carefully  kept  by  the  several  teachers,  the  Board 
are  able  to  report  the  schools,  generally,  in  a  state  of  con- 
tinued prosperity.  The  whole  number  of  schools  within 
the  district,  at  the  present  time,  is  twenty-five.  These 
have  been  taught  by  thirty  teachers.  The  whole  number 
of  scholars  in  attendiince  upon  our  schools  the  past  year 
has  been  1818.  The  average  attendance  has  been  much 
aflected  by  an  uncommon  amount  of  sickness  among  the 
children,  during  a  part  of  both  the  Fall  and  Winter  terms. 

The  Primary  schools  are  thirteen  in  number.  These 
schools  arc,  for  the  most  part,  in  a  very  good  condition. 
The  tciichers,  though  differing  widely  from  each  other  in 
respect  to  natural  tact,  experience,  and  acquirements,  are 
all  faithful  to  their  important  trusts,  and  are  striving  to  win 
honorable  success.  Several  of  them  exhibit  a  hiorh  desree 
of  ability  to  govern  children,  and  to  awaken  in  them  an  ar- 
dent love  for  the  exercises  of  the  school-room,  and  what  is 
far  better,  for  their  individual  improvement. 

The  Intermediate  schools  are  six  in  number.  These 
schools  are  usually  crowded ;  being  composed,  in  part,  of 
scholars  who,  in  consequence  of  sickness,  irregular  attend- 
ance at  school,  and  other  causes,  have  made  but  little  pro- 
gress in  their  studies.  To  govern  and  teach  them,  requires 
experience,  energy,  and  versatility  of  talent.  Generally, 
these  schools  have  been  well  managed  and  are  successfully 
accomplishing  their  m\aa\o\\* 

There  are  three  GrammsiT  ae\ic>o\%  m  ^^^'eJcr^x.^  ^»j^«x- 
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ranged  into  two  grades  of  classes,  each  grade  being  taught 
by  a  separate  teacher.  The  lower  grade  of  these  schooU 
is  generally  very  much  crowded.  This  has  been  particu- 
larly the  case  in  the  Merrimack  and  Rumford  Grammar 
schools  during  the  past  year,  where,  for  the  want  of  seats 
in  the  school-room,  the  committee  were  under  the  necessity 
of  transferring  several  scholars  from  each  of  these  schooU 
to  other  schools  less  crowded,  where  they  have  been  form- 
ed into  classes  of  the  same  grade  from  which  they  were 
taken.  This  was  attended  with  some  embarrassment ;  but 
it  was  the  only  course  the  Board  could  devise  imder  all  the 
circumstances. 

These  classes  have  been  taught  by  competent  teacherSi 
though  employed  in  teaching  lower  grades  of  our  schools, 
and  with  but  little  additional  expense.  The  six  regular 
teachers  of  our  Grammar  schools  are  alive  to  the  interests 
of  their  work.  The  several  examinations  for  the  year 
have  been  highly  creditable,  both  to  the  teachers  and  their 
scholars. 

Our  High  school  is  under  the  management  of  three  very 
popular  instructors.  This  school  is  conducted  with  much 
efficiency,  and  seems  to  be  growing  in  favor  with  the  peo- 
ple. Its  government  is  characterized  by  kindness,  firm- 
ness, and  discretion.  Corporal  punishment  has  not  been 
employed  during  the  year,  except  in  two  or  three  instances, 
and  there  have  been  but  few  cases  requiring  discipline  of 
any  kind.  The  pupils  are  treated  as  young  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, who  are  required  to  cultivate  a  high  degree  of  self- 
respect,  and  to  exhibit  a  delicate  regard  for  the  rights  and 
feelings  of  others.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  youth 
this  city  do  not  more  generally  appreciate  the  pri^ 
this  school.  A  succeasfiil  maateiy  of  its  eoiirse  of  i 
would  give  tone  and  opin|||Mfe|i|l  fot  amtipd 
open  to  the  active  taia^  -ft i.iriiiirntf»r-ri rwf^^i*- . , 

suire  valuable  j 
lie  mhoumI  Ml 
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was  an  occasion  of  much  interest.  The  day  was  pleasant, 
but  very  warm.  The  large  hall  was  early  filled  with  an 
attentive  and  appreciative  audience.  The  class  of  young 
men  was  small,  but  promising.  Their  declamations  were 
very  creditable.  Their  selections  were  judicious  and  gen- 
erally well  rendered.  The  compositions  of  the  young  la- 
dies were  all  good ;  some  very  fine.  There  was,  however, 
one  general  defect,  which  largely  detracted  from  the  inter- 
est the  occasion  was  adapted  to  produce. 

The  audience  assembled  not  only  to  see,  but  to  hear^ 
but  the  vocal  utterances  of  nearly  all  the  class  were  so 
very  low  and  monotonous,  as  to  be  scarcely  intelligible  to 
more  than  half  of  the  assembly.'  It  was  painfiilly  evident 
there  had  not  been  sufficient  attention  given  to  the  proper 
pitch  and  modulation  of  the  voice  for  popular  speaking 
or  reading.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  this  defect  will  never  be 
witnessed  again  in  this  school. 

The  diplomas  were  presented  to  the  gi*aduating  class,  ac- 
companied with  a  brief  and  appropriate  address  bj-  the 
President  of  the  Board. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  graduates  of  1868  : 


Frank  E.  Brown, 
George  H.  Dunlap, 
George  Woodruff, 
Laura  A.  Webster, 
Lucinda  Carter, 
Anna  W.  Chickering, 
Eliza  Clough, 
Ella  H.  Corning, 
Ellen  T.  Dunklee, 
Mary  J.  Dunklee, 
Annie  E.Fifield, 
Mary  W.  Fiske, 


Evaliu  F.  Hazelton, 
Addie  S.  Hill, 
Emma  S.  Hill, 
Mary  L.  Merrill, 
Ada  C.  Moore, 
Charlotte  E.  Morse, 
Mary  F.  Odlin, 
Ella  M.  Philbrick, 
Clara  E.  Thayer, 
Ella  A.  Thompson, 
Mary  M.  Vogler, 
Addie  M.  Row6. 


BOARD   0¥    INSTRUCTION, 

There  have  been  a  fe^'  ^\i!a.Tvg&^  \SL>2aft>aQ»x^^'i  \«d^Dssa^ 
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during  the  year,  occasioned  by  resignation.  The  following 
list  contains  the  names  and  position  of  the  board  of  instruc- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  Winter  term : 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  J,  D.  Bartley,  Principal;  Miss  Sarah  E,  Blair  and 
Miss  Abby  B.  Parker,  Assistants. 

GRAMMAR  8CHOOLB. 

Merrimack — Miss  Kate  A.  Shumway,  Principal ;  Mrs. 
R.  Akerman,  Assistant. 

Centre — Miss  Mary  O.  Carter,  Principal ;  Miss  Julia  M. 
Johnson,  Assistant. 

Ruraford — Miss  Ellen  E.  Fisher,  Principal ;  Miss  Met- 
ta  C.  Davis,  Assistant. 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

State  Street,  JSForth  j&nd— Miss  D.  E.   E.   Hill. 
Merrimack — Miss  S.  F.  Emery. 
Centre — Miss  I.  F.  Nutter. 
Myrtle  Street — Sarah  E.  Rounds. 
Rumford — Helen  M.  Putney. 
West  Street — P.  L.  Bowen. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

State  Street,  Jfbrth  End — Miss  Helen  E.  Gilbert, 

Franklin  Street — ^Miss  Mary  E.  Hoag. 

Merrimack — Miss  Eliza  J.  Day. 

Union  Street — First  Division,  Miss  Susan  R.  Moulton  ; 
Second  Division,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett. 

Centre — Miss  A.  M.  Nutter. 

Spring  Street — ^First  Division,  Miss  Henrietta  J.  Evans ; 
Second  Division,  Miss  Clara  E.  Batchelder. 

Myrtle  Street — Miss  Lucy  S.  Currier. 

Sixth  Ward  House — Miss  H.  Addie  Monroe. 

Rumford — ^Miss  Jijlia  Neville. 

West  Street— First  Division,  Lizzie  BuiVfcVg^\  ^c«^^ 
Division,  Mary  A  *  Abbott. 
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wxKDmjaoojM. 

Bow  JBrook—Il.  A.  Reed. 
Sleven  Xoto— L.  A.  Sawyer.  « 

SCHOOL  8TAXISTI0S« 


The  following  table  exhibits  a  list  of  the  several  sdioob 
In  the  District^  the  number  of  scholars  belonging  to  each, 
<uid  their  average  attendance : 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  support  of  our 
schools  the  past  year,  have  been  as  follows : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand,  March  21,  1868 $411.38 

Amount  raised  by  city  tax  of  1868, 8,777.50 

Amonnt  raised  by  special  rote  of  the  district  at  its  last  anniul 

meeting, 7,229.50 

Amount  receiyed  from  the  Literary  Fund, 61.^5 

$16,480.03 
EXPENDITURES. 

Amonnt  paid  for  salaries  of  teachers, $12,578.00 

Amount  paid  for  wood,  taking  care  of  school-houses,  insurance, 

interest,  repairs,  &c.,, 3,138.22 

Balance  on  hand, 763.81 

$16,480.03 
THE   MISSION   OF   OUR  PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 

The  public  school  is  an  institution  of  far  more  impor- 
tance, of  wider  and  loftier  aims,  than  the  majority,  even 
of  intelligent  people,  appear  to  apprehend.  Its  firsl;  and 
specific  work  is  to  cultivate  the  intellect,  to  give  expansion, 
harmony  and  direction  tb  the  mental  powers.  Its  mission, 
however,  does  not  terminate  here ;  it  includes,  in  its  broad 
comprehensiveness,  the  preparation  of  the  young  for  the 
conflicts  and  duties  of  life  in  cultivated  and  active  society. 
It  does  not  usurp  the  place  of  the  church,  nor  of  home. 
It  is  the  handmaid  of  each,  and  supplements  the  labors  of 
both.  The  public  school  is  an  institution  of  this  State, 
and  should  therefore  fit  its  pupils,  in  the  most  thorough 
manner,  for  the  practical  duties  of  citizenship.  It  assumes 
the  right,  in  the  name  of  the  State,  to  call  children  from 
their  homes,  and  instruct  and  govern  them,  for  a  period  of 
time ;  and,  in  the  cities  and  populous  towns,  it  actually 
holds  them  under  its  formative  influence  ^  thro^3^«>&^sfiSK^ 
a  portion  of  the  year  as  the  laws  oi  \iea\\k  VtS^  ^qj^  ^Qqks^ 
to  spend  in  the  confinement  of  the  ac\iOo\-xooia.*    "^^Sv&asi^ 
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then  the  relation  it  does  to  the  young,  and,  through  them, 
to  the  State,  and  to  all  the  vital  interests  of  society,  the 
public  school  ought  to  do  something  more  than  teach  the 
elements  of  learning, — to  send  forth  mere  grammarians  and 
arithmeticians, — it  ought  to  supply  society  with  men  and 
women  having  the  graces  (ind  moral  strength  of  noble  char- 
acter. During  the  ten  or  twelve  years  it  holds  the  young 
in  its  moulding  hands,  it  ought  to  accomplish  for  them  a 
grand  work,  which  will  tell  favorably  on  their  future  as 
citizens  and  moral  beings.  In  the  great  work  of  popular 
education,  therefore,  in  addition  to  the  training  of  the  in- 
tellect, special  attention  should  be  given,  among  other 
things,  to  the  formation  of  character^  the  cultivation  of 
taste,  the  duties  of  citizens,  personal  manners,  and  the  har- 
monious development  of  the  physical  powers. 

MODIFICATION     OF    THE     GILVDE     SYSTEM     OF    OUK     SCHOOLS 
AND    OF   THE    COURSE    OF    STUDIES. 

Ill  the  present  chissitieation  and  grading  of  our  schools, 
wo  liavc  adapted  the  system,  based  on  a  regular  course  of 
study,  of  easy  and  natural  stages,  from  the  alphabet  of  our 
language  to  the  point  of  graduation  in  our  High  school. 
According  to  our  present  course  of  study,  it  will  require 
twelve  or  thirteen  years  to  complete  it.  Xow%  while  this 
system  of  classification  may  be  all  well  enough  in  itself, 
and  may  be  vindicated  on  many  grounds  as  adapted  to  meet 
the  wants  of  that  portion  of  our  scholars,  who  have  both 
the  time  and  the  means  to  pursue  the  whole  course ;  yet 
does  it  not  fail  to  benefit,  as  our  common  schools  ought  and 
might,  that  large  class  of  scholars,  who,  for  various  rea- 
sons, fall  out  of  our  schools,  after  but  partially  completing 
the  course,  and  so  fail  of  getting  any  practical  knowledge 
of  the  grammar  of  our  language,  the  higher  principles  of 
arithmetic,  or  any  extensive  knowledge  of  geography  and 
history.  Our  pubWc  sc\iOo\^  a:t^  iox  ^^  people -,  -axAllikft 
conditions  of  attendance,  auaiVXve  ^\xx^\^^  ^xo^^^^i.,  ^V^t^\ 
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be  such  as  will  most  fully  meet  the  real  wants  of  all  classes 
of  our  citizens.  It  would  be  pleasant  to  know  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  young  would  complete  the  whole  course 
of  study,  and  ultimately  receive  the  highest  symbol  of  edu- 
cational honor  in  our  gift, — ^the  diploma  of  the  High  school. 
We  are,  however,  very  far  from  this  grand  realization. 
But  few,  very  few,  of  our  youth  finish  the  High  school 
course ;  and  a  large  proportion  of  those  who  enter  the 
Grammar  schools,  leave  before  reaching  the  higher  divisions 
of  those  schools.  Under  these  circumstances  it  seems  to 
be  an  imperative  duty  to  arrange  the  schools  and  studies 
so  that,  while  the  importance  of  a  finished  and  thorough 
education  is  kept  prominently  before  the  minds  of  the 
young,  and  all  shall  be  encouraged  to  make  the  highest 
acquisitions,  tbe  best  provisions  possible  shall  be  made  for 
those  children  who  are  compelled,  by  the  relentless  hand 
of  want,  or  by  parental  cupidity,  ignorance,  or  indiffer- 
ence, to  leave  school  when  they  have  acquired  only  the 
rudiments  of  a  common  education.  Would  not  a  mixed 
school,  located  in  some  central  part  of  the  district,  meet 
more  fully  the  wants  of  that  class  of  scholars  referred  to, 
and  at  the  same  time  relieve  the  over-crowded  Intermediate 
schools,  and  the  lower  grade  of  the  Grammar  schools? 

DISCIPLINE. 

In  regard  to  the  necessity  of  effective  government  in  the 
school-room  there  is  imiversal  agreement.  No  one  would 
sanction  anarchy  there.  But  government  implies  law,  and 
law  penalties.  StiU  the  penal  code  of  a  school  should  be 
regulated  less  by  what  may  seem  to  be  the  demands  of  rigid 
justice,  than  by  a  due  consideration  of  the  object  of  public 
instruction.  That  object  is  the  intellectual  and  moral  cul- 
ture of  the  pupils. 

It  has  been  well  said  in  regard  to  corporal  ^^lmAas^Kc^»^ 
*<  In  general,  the  minimum  of  punisbnieTit  \a  VltJkft  Trwixvacata 
of  excellence.  *'    That  is  the  best  discip\iii«naai  ^Vo  ^fii^^^ 


u 

The  employment  of  female  teadian  in  the  Grnummar 
sohooli  during  the  Winter  terma^  was  Banctioned  by  vote 
of  the  diatriot;  and  we  think  they  naoaUy  ahow  a  better 
tact  at  teaching  than  men,  and  that  in  discipline  they  have 
generally  been  quite  as  successful.    A  man  of  emment 
talents,  and  much  experience  in  teadiing  (Rev*  Dr.  Way- 
land),  says:   **At  the  present  day,  women  are  our  most 
eminent  teachers ;  and  I  have  known  them  succeed  in  disci- 
pline where  men  of  their  own  age  have  feiled.     At  the 
present  moment,  women  perform  a  large  portion  of  the 
teaching  in  New  England,  and  they  do  it  so  well  that  this 
portion  is  rapidly  growing  larger.    Much  of  the  improve- 
ipent  in  education  in  New  England  is,  I  believe,  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  employment  of  women,  in  the  place  of  men, 
in  our  schools." 

This  district  cannot  afford  to  employ  teachers  who  are 
incompetent  to  teach,  or  who  lack  that  force  of  character 
necessary  to  maintain  good  order.  Never  are  they  too 
strict,  but  often  too  lax,  or  indiscreet  in  dealing  with  ju- 
venile humanity,  and  consequently  schools  suffer.  But 
with  all  its  defects,  our  public  school  system  of  education 
is  invaluable.  Notwithstanding  its  high  cost,  it  is  vastly 
cheaper  than  ignorance,  which  is  the  prolific  mother  of 
vice.  Our  schools,  then,  should  be  liberally  and  vigorous- 
ly sustained.  We  are  happy,  in  conclusion,  to  state,  that 
the  past  year  they  have  accomplished  all  that  could  have 
reasonably  been  expected  under  the  circumstances,  and  yet 
have  left  room  for  much  improvement.  It  has  been  the 
honest  purpose  of  your  Committee,  by  frequent  visits  and 
a  constant  watchfulness  over  them,  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  teachers,  in  discipline  and  other  duties,  and  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  scholars  and  of  the  whole  district. 
With  respect,  submitted. 

A.  Wm.  Fiske, 

Superintending  School  Comm\UAfc,So.  2X>* 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


THE  BOARD    OF   EDUCATION 


UNION  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 


The  Board  of  Education  respectfully  submit  this,  their 
Tenth  Annual  Report,  to  the  citizens  of  Union  School  Dis- 
trict. 

Our  public  schools  are  by  far  the  greatest  of  all  our  pub- 
lic interests.  By  the  instruction  given  in  them,  they  af- 
fect every  family  5  and  by  the  taxation  for  their  support, 
they  affect  every  pocket.  As  guardians  of  this  public  trust, 
we  call  attention  to  the  following  items  : 

REORGANIZATION  AND   MEETINGS   OF  THE   BOARD. 

At  our  first  meeting,  held  on  the  23d  of  March,  1868, 
the  Board  was  reorganized  by  the  appointment  of  Joseph 

B.  Walker,  President,  Samuel  C.  Eastman,  Secretary,  and 
P.  B.  Cogswell,  Agent. 

For  the  better  supervision  of  the  schools,  the  Board  di- 
vided the  District,  as  heretofore,  into  four  sections,  placing 
the  several  sections  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  follow- 
ing sub-committees : 

The  northern  section  in  care  of  J.  B.  Walker,  A.  Had- 
ley  and  E.  Adams.  The  central,  in  care  of  S.  C.  East- 
man, P.  B.  Cogswell  and  J.  P.  Bancroft.  The  southern, 
in  care  of  H.  Pickering,  A.  J.  Prescott  and  J.  V.  Barroi!L% 
and  the  High  School  was  placed  under  ^e  ONeT%\^D^  ^1  ^« 

C.  Eastman,  A.  Hadley,  E.  Adams  and  H.  Y\^ot«v%- 
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dent.  Posterity  will  little  understand  with  what  relief,  I 
should  rather  say,  with  what  thrilling  joy,  we  to-day  ton 
from  the  dark  and  troubled  past,  to  bdiold  the  realisafka 
of  our  most  cherished  hopes  for  the  future,  so  fully  assnrsd, 
as  the  republic,  untarnished  by  a  stain,  begins  anew  the 
race  of  empire. 

In  compliance  with  a  long  established  custom,  and  the 
requirements  of  law,  I  proceed  to  lay  before  you  a  hrisf 
summary  of  our  municipal  affidrs,  referring  you  to  the  pub- 
lished reports  of  the  various  departments  of  the  City  6or- 
emment,  for  a  fuller  exposition  of  the  same. 

FIKAKOES. 

As  the  motor  of  the  whole  governmental  machinery,  the 
finances  naturally  claim  our  consideration  first.  The  hands 
of  our  predecessors  have  framed  the  policy  whidi  controls 
the  management  and  provides  for  the  gradual  extinction  of 
the  heavy  indebtedness  which  the  exigences  of  the  war  and 
of  State  legislation,  have  imposed  on  tiie  city.  Although 
a  difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  best  method  of  ob- 
taining relief  from  this  obstacle  in  the  way  of  many  much 
needed  improvements,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  inns 
to  disturb  the  present  arrangement.  The  instalments  of  the 
funded  debt  will  be  easily  met  as  they  fall  due,  and  the 
whole  amount  paid  without  serious  detriment  to  the  pres- 
ent or  succeeding  generations  of  tax-payers,  unless  the  fu- 
ture should  develope  difficulties  which  cannot  now  be  fore- 
seen. The  floating  debt  has  been  reduced  the  past  year  to 
less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  aside  from  the  amount  tem- 
porarily borrowed  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  bonds,  bearing  gold  interest  and  maturing 
on  the  first  day  of  May  last.  The  amount  of  the  matured 
bonds  has  been  refunded,  agreeably  to  an  ordinance  JMiased 
February  29,  1868,  by  the  issue  of  new  bonds,  bearing  in- 
terest in  currency.  Oi  \^%  ^xskOi^os^A^^^^S^^WK^VMSi 
diiposed  of  at  tiiaft  ^^  ^7  ^x^t^baNo^^foS^i^uAj^^ 
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matured  bonds  and  sales.  The  City  Treasurer  is  of  opin- 
ion that  the  balance  will  be  easily  disposed  of  at  no  distant 
day,  but  is  inclined  to  the  belief  that  it  would  be  wiser  to 
raise  a  sum  sufficient  to  extinguish  the  entire  floating  debt 
by  taxation  the  present  year  and  retire  the  balance  of  the 
new  bonds  on  hanS.  I  leave  this  matter  to  the  decision  of 
your  mature  judgment.  On  the  first  day  of  January,  1870, 
an  instalment  of  $3000  of  the  funded  debt  becomes  due, 
for  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  provision.  To  meet 
this  sum,  and  to  clear  off  the  balance  of  the  floating  debt 
proper,  with  accrued  interest  thereon,  will  require  an  ap« 
propriation  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars.  When  this  is 
done,  the  annual  appropriation  will  be  reduced  ta  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  city  and  the  interest  on  the  funded 
debt.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  general  condition  of  our 
finances  is  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE. 

I  should  consider  it  a  serious  neglect  of  duty  if  I  fidled 
to  call  your  immediate  and  most  serious  attention  to  the 
subject  of  providing  a  proper  system  of  removing  the  sur- 
plus water  and  refuse  matter  from  that  portion  of  the  city 
comprised  within  the  limits  of  the  Gas  Precinct. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  administration  of  civic  affairs 
more  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  city  or  the  health  and 
comfort  of  its  inhabitants.  And  yet,  no  subject  is  ap- 
proached through  more  neglect  and  opposition  tiian  this. 

There  is  not  a  European  or  American  city  whose  history 
does  not  show  that  serious  evils  have  resulted  from  the 
neglect  to  provide  complete  and  systematic  sewerage.     So 
deeply  was  I  impressed  with  the  evils  which  we  are  daily 
suffering  from  the  total  want  of  such  a  system,  and  so  un- 
willing was  I  that  any  remissness  on  my  part  should  con- 
tribute to  entail  upon  posterity  such  a  legacy  ot  d^A^Mb^ 
and  suffering,  that  early  in  the  past  yoax,  \  \sJto\Mgc&.  ^^» 
subject  to  the  attentioa  of  the  City  QouwW  ejoSi/Qilc^pi^^^* 
mediate  action. 
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The  vidWB  presented  met  their  approval,  and  with  an 
akority  which  reflects  upon  them  the  highest  honoTt  and 
entitles  them  to  the  gratitude  of  their  cotemporaries  and  of 
posterilyi  they  at  once  made  suitable  provision  to  defray 
the  expense  of  a  survey  of  the  streets  for  the  purpose  of 
drainage,  by  a  joint  resolution  passed  June  6,  1868«  In 
pursuance  of  that  resolution,  Hon*  James  A.  Weston, 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Manchester,  and  the  ablest  civil  engi* 
neer  in  the  State,  was  employed  to  take  charge  of  the  work. 
It  was  immediately  begun  and  has  been  carried  to  comple- 
tion, and  the  report  of  the  engineer,  accompanied  by  a  plan 
embracing  the  territory  to  be  drained,  and  profiles  of  all 
the  streets,  showing  size  and  grade  of  sewers,  has  been 
made  and  adopted  by  the  City  Government.  It  is  now  in 
press  and  will  soon  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  citizens 
for  examination.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
task  of  the  engineer  has  been  ably  and  faithfully  perform- 
ed, and  that  the  system  adopted  by  him  will  be  found  to 
fully  answer  the  end  which  was  sought.  Estimates  also  are 
appended  to  the  report,  showing  the  cost  of  draining  each 
division  into  which  the  territory  is  divided  for  the  purpose 
of  sewerage.  The  whole  expense  of  survey,  plan,  &c., 
fell  considerably  below  the  appropriation,  and  amounts  to 
the  moderate  sum  of  $740.40.  The  question  now  presents 
itself,  shall  this  new  system  of  sewerage  be  commenced? 
I  say  commenced,  because  our  financial  situation  would  not 
allow  us  to  do  more  than  to  begin  this  great  improvement 
the  present  year.  Space  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge 
upon  the  benefits  sure  to  flow  from  the  immediate  inaugura- 
tion of  this  system  of  drainage,  and  I  will  content  myself 
with  the  recommendation  suggested  by  the  engineer,  that 
during  the  present  year,  a  sewer,  constructed  of  cement 
pipe  mentioned  in  the  report,  be  commenced  at  the  outlet 
east  of  the  repair  shops  of  the  Concord  Railroad  and  ex- 
tended across  the  land  of  ttJA  corporation  through  Freight 
Btreet  to  Main  street,  ooid Wo\x^  llUasi  tXxnRk^Vf^^'^VBl 
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opposite  the  head  of  Capitol  street ;  and  from  Main  street 
through  Warren  street  to  the  large  sewer  west  of  Green 
street,  with  branches  extending  on  each  side  through  Green 
and  State  streets  to  Pleasant  street  on  the  south,  and  to 
School  street  on  the  north.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost 
of  the  work  aboye  mentioned  would  not  exceed  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  A  proper  portion  of  this  expense  should  be 
borne  by  abutters  who  should  be  required  to  enter  the 
sewer  and  pay  for  the  privilege,  at  such  rate  as  the  city 
should  establish.  The  burden,  thus  divided,  would  be  easy 
both  to  the  city  and  individuals.  The  enhanced  value  of 
the  real  estate  thus  improved,  would  far  exceed  the  outlay. 
Having  made  this  beginning,  the  system  could  be  extended 
from  year  to  year,  as  circumstances  might  dictate,  with 
an  annual  expenditure  of  about  the  same  sum  as  is  now 
used  for  repairing  the  old  and  laying  new  wooden  drains. 
That  this  whola  subject,  fraught  as  it  is  with  paramount 
importance  to  our  city,  will  receive  at  your  hands  that  con- 
sideration which  it  demands,  I  cannot  doubt ;  and  I  express 
the  hope  that  the  suggestions  thrown  out  will  meet  your 
approval. 

BAILBOADS. 

I  think  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  to  no  one  source 
does  our  beloved  city  owe  so  much  of  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity as  to  the  various  railroads  centering  within  its  limits 
and  opening  rapid  and  easy  conununication  with  the  dis- 
tant portions  of  the  State,  thus  giving  it  increased  facilities, 
and  importance  as  the  central  city  of  our  commonwealth. 
This  centrality  of  position  is  a  treasure  coveted  by  others, 
and  the  history  of  the  past  teaches  us  that  it  cannot  be 
guarded  with  too  jealous  care.  Moved  by  this  considera- 
tion, the  last  City  Council,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
their  constituents  expressed  through  the  ballot  box,  voted 
150,000  in  aid  of  the  extension  ot  the  Concord  audCUsE^- 
mant  Bailroad  &om  Bradford  to  C\Bx«iikOTit^  \£^xi  ^^^Nsosi 
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conditions  named  in  the  ordinance  passed  for  that  purpose. 
The  subscriptions  of  individuals  and  aid  pledged  by  towns 
along  the  proposed  route,  have  been  sufficient,  I  am  in* 
formed,  to  make  the  speedy  construction  of  the  road  cer- 
tain. It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  you  will  be  called 
upon  to  raise  the  money  promised  by  the  city  during  the 
present  year. 

The  completion  of  this  new  avenue  of  travel  through 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  productive  sections  of  the  State, 
must  greatly  add  to  the  business  and  growth  of  our  city. 
The  great  enterprise,  now  approaching  completion,  which 
is  to  give  us  railway  conmiunication  with  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
has  stimulated  the  principal  seaport  cities  on  the  Atlantic 
coast,  to  place  themselves  in  the  most  direct  connection 
with  this  great  highway  of  commerce,  and  thus  attract  to 
them  ad  large  a  share  as  possible  of  the  mighty  tide  of 
business  which  is  to  sweep  across  the  continent,  bearing  the 
riches  of  the  farthest  east. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  our  far-seeing  and  enter- 
prising citizens,  that  an  opportunity  is  now  within  our 
reach  to  make  Concord  an  important  point,  on  a  direct  line 
of  railroad  between  the  city  of  Portland  and  the  west,  by 
constructing  a  new  road  from  Concord  to  Rochester  in  this 
State.  The  very  great  advantages  of  such  a  road  to  our 
city  are  apparent  on  a  moment's  reflection.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  our  capitalists  and  business  men  will  be  serious- 
ly awake  to  the  importance  of  such  a  project,  which,  if  car- 
•ried  out,  would  settle  the  question  of  our  centrality  for  all 
time  to  come. 

HIGHWAYS. 

Upon  the  subject  of  improving  our  streets  and  highways 
I  have  but  little*  to  add  to  the  suggestions  made  in  my  last 
annual  message.    During  the  last  year,  I  carefully  examin- 
ed the  operation  of  stone-bTQaking  machines  in  other  cities, 
and  the  streets  dressed  mfti  \Kj«t^  oi  ^ro^^^^to^cA^voL^. 
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became  fully  convinced,  that  if  the  streets  of  our  city  were 
treated  in  the  same  manner,  .they  would  prove  satisfactory, 
both  in  point  of  economy  and  durability «  The  condition 
of  Main  street  during  the  past  year,  was  the  theme  of  just 
complaint  by  the  citizens  and  of  disparaging  remarks  from 
visitors,  but  its  satisfactoiy  improvement  must  await  the 
construction  of  permanent  sewers.  The  laying  and  re- 
pairing of  gas  and  aqueduct  pipes  has  constantly  disturbed 
our  streets  and  left  them  in  a  condition  often  unsafe  and 
always  disagi'eeable  for  travel. 

I  would  suggest  whether  further  legislation  is  not  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  city  to  regulate  more  effectually  such  use 
of  the  streets  by  incorporated  companies,  and  remedy  the 
evils  which  now  exist. 

The  grade  of  several  streets  and  parts  of  streets,  and  of 
sidewalks  along  the  same,  has  been  established  and  a  larger 
amount  of  concrete  walk  laid  down  than  in  any  previous 
year.  Experience  has  shown  thus  far  that  concrete  walk 
has  contributed  more  to  the  comfort  of  pedestrians  and  the 
beauty  of  the  streets,  than  any  material  ever  used  in  the 
city,  and  it  seems  proper  to  encourage  such  improvement. 
I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  establishing  the  grade  of 
the  whole  of  each  street,  instead  of  detached  portions,  as 
has  heretofore  been  done.  A  larger  appropriation  was  * 
made  the  last  year  for  repairs  of  highways  than  in  previous 
years,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  money  has,  in  most  instan- 
ces, been  profitably  and  economically  expended.  I  should 
recommend  as  large  an  appropriation  the  present  year. 

A  covered  bridge  at  the  Borough  has  been  so  far  com- 
pleted as  to  be  open  for  travel.  It  was  erected  under  the 
charge  of  the  well  known  bridge-builder,  Dutton  Woods, 
Esq.,  of  our  city,  and  will  be  completed  as  soon  as  milder 
weather  will  permit. 

The  lower  bridge,  across  the  Merrimack,  has  been  thor- 
oughly repaired,  and  will  require  no  furtbax  «i\feT^A.o\il^x 
many  years  after  the  replauking  is  eoia^\e\j^^.    T!^^  ^^\%^ 
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and  Federal  bridges  are  botii  needing  repairs  on  their  roofii 
and  roadways.  Material  for  jeplanking  Free  bridge  hat 
already  been  purchased,  but  no  steps  have  yet  been  taken 
to  provide  for  the  repairs  of  Federal  bridge.  This  inll  re- 
quire immediate  attention. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  reports  of  the  several  committees  entrusted  with  the 
care  of  the  public  schools,  show  that  they  have  been  carried 
on  profitably,  and  their  standard  of  excellence  has  been 
not  only  well  maintained  but  is  on  the  advance.  The  &cili- 
ties  for  acquiring  an  education,  afforded  by  our  public  schools 
in  past  years,  have  attracted  to  our  city  many  residents 
who  have  added  largely  to  the  wealth  and  stability  of  our 
population.  It  is  therefore  conducive  to  our  pecuniary  ad- 
vantage to  be  liberal  in  appropriations  for  schools.  But 
higher  motives  should  prompt  our  action  in  this  regard. 
Every  day  demonstrates  the  fact  that  a  more  thorough  and 
extensive  scholastic  training  is  needed  by  the  youth  of  the 
present  time  to  enable  them  to  win  success  in  the  wide  and 
varied  fields  of  enterprise  which  our  republic  opens  to 
them  as  no  country  has  ever  done  before.  We  should  not 
rest  satisfied  with  mediocrity  when  every  dictate  of  pat- 
riotism, philanthropy  and  religion  urges  us  to  demand  the 
highest  degree  of  attainment.  Let  us,  so  far  as  it  lies  in 
our  power,  strive  to  make  the  Capital  of  our  State  peerless 
in  educational  advantages.  Let  us  hold  out  such  induce- 
ments to  the  rising  generation  as  shall  animate  them,  with 
an  enthusiasm  heretofore  unknown,  to  secure  the  highest 
rewards  of  scholarship,  to  pluck  from  the  tree  of  knowl- 
edge those  fruits  which  are  found  ripe  and  golden  on  its 
topmost  branches.  I  commend  the  remarks  of  these  com- 
mittees to  your  careful  examination. 

PUBLIC  LIBRABY. 

Another  efficient  meana  oi  d^\]A\xi%  miAUigence  among 
the  people,  is  the  Public  Ifflom^  •  \^  \a  %» waw^  ^\  \^A 
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pride  to  every  good  citizen  of  New  England,  that  there  is 
no  city  within  its  borders  without  its  public  library.  The 
report  of  the  trustees  discloses  the  fact  that  our  people 
have  never  availed  themselves  so  largely  of  its  benefits  as 
during  the  past  year,  each  volume  having  had  an  average 
circulation  of  between  three  and  four  times.  K  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  trustees  as  to  the  annual  contribution  of 
books  by  the  citizens  should  be  generally  acted  upon,  it 
would  assure  its  speedy  growth  and  increased  usefulness. 
I  leave  this  subject,  with  the  request  that  you  will  give  it 
at  least  as  favorable  consideration  as  it  has  heretofore  re- 
ceived from  the  City  Government. 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT, 

I  take  especial  pleasure  in  making  honorable  mention  of 
our  present  Fire  Department,  which  has  never  proved  it- 
self more  efficient  and  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the 
citizens  than  while  under  the  charge  of  its  able  and  faith- 
ful Chief  Engineer,  AbelB.  Holt,  Esq.,  and  his  Assistants. 
His  annual  report  possesses  unusual  interest  and  value,  and 
will  well  repay  a  careful  perusal.  The  bad  reputation 
gained  for  our  city  by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  severe 
fires,  often  originating  under  suspicious  circumstances,  has 
been  fully  redeemed,  as  the  report  abundantly  shows.  The 
Engineer  well  remarks  of  the  members  of  this  department, 
**  All  have  been  emulous  of  honorable  reputation."  Inci- 
dents have  come  to  my  knowledge  which  reflect  the  high- 
est credit  upon  the  character  of  our  firemen  for  sobriety 
and  manly  deportment.  Pursuant  to  the  instructions  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  lot  of  land  on  School  street, 
purchased  for  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  steamers, 
together  with  land  and  buildings  occupied  by  the  old  en- 
gine companies  No's.  2  and  3,  have  been  sold,  and  the  sum 
of  $5,490  realized  from  the  sale.  A  new  site  has  been  se- 
lected for  a  steamer  building  and  other  purposes,  situate 
on  Warren  street,  in  rear  of  Central  Blocks  ^V^<^^  ^^r^ScLSk^Lt^^ 
4 


S3 

land  adjoining  owned  by  tiie  ci<y,  it  is  believed,  will  affodp- 
aooommodationB  for  both  tiie  Fire  and  Police  Departments- 
The  amount  expended  in  this  pnrdiase  was  $6,051. 50» 
and  the  rental  of  the  buildings  standing  on  the  land 
show  an  income  of  seven  per  cent,  upon  the  cost.    In  any 
event,  this  transaction  must  prove  a  profitable  one  for  the 
city,  as  the  property  is  constantly  increasing  in  value,  and 
would  command  a  ready  sale.    The  present  accommoda- 
tions of  this  department  are  manifestly  inadequate,  and  the 
subject  of  providing  new  ones  may  require  your  considera- 
tion and  will  doubtless  receive  such  action  as  the  case  de- 
mands.   The  Chief  Engineer,  in  his  report,  asks  that  an  * 
appropriation  be  made  to  cover  the. expense  of  certain  re- 
pairs and  improvements  specified  by  him,  and  which  are 
regarded  as  very  important.     I  trust  you  will  see  that  the 
requisite  amount  is  placed  at  his  disposal. 

POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  conduct  of  the  Police  Department  has  been  prudent, 
energetic  and  satisfactory.  The  police  force  of  our  city, 
in  my  belief,  never  possessed  in  so  high  a  degree  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  as  at  the  present  time.  Every  man 
connected  with  this  department  is  believed  to  have  dis- 
charged his  duty  faithfully.  Notwithstanding  it  is  sadly 
true  that  vice  and  wickedness  in  their  varied  forms  have 
not  yet  been  extirpated,  and  the  work  of  moral  reform 
needs  to  be  prosecuted  with  increased  energy.  The  traffic  in 
intoxicating  liquors  is  carried  on  in  our  midst  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent.  The  inroads  which  intemperance  is  ntiaking 
upon  the  moral  and  social  welfare  of  our  people  and  their 
domestic  happiness,  should  cause  them  to  rise  en  masse 
and  repel  it.  Sustained  by  such  a  power,  those  in  authori- 
ty could  easily  suppress  such  evils,  but  without  it,  they  are 
IK>werless.  Much  anxious  thought  has  been  bestowed  on 
this  subject  the  past  year,  but  thus  far  I  have  failed  to  find 
a  plan  of  reform  pract\ca\Ae  (ox  \k<^  MXAided  efforts  of  the 
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city  authorities.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that  this  evil  must 
be  left  to  grow  till  its  enormity  shall  awakei^  public  senti- 
ment to  rise  in  its  might  and  crush  it.  I  trust  you  will 
give  this  matter  your  careful  thought,  and  you  may  be  as- 
sured that  I  shall  most  cordially  unite  with  you  in  all  such 
efforts  of  improvement  as  shall  be  deemed  feasible. 

The  want  of  better  lobby  accommodations  is  severely 
felt,  the  building  now  used  for  the  purpose,  being  totally 
unfit.  Transient  persons,  often  to  the  number  of  three  or 
four  at  a  time,  require  lodging,  and  we  have  no  means  of 
providing  for  them  without  incurring  the  expense  of  send- 
*  ing  them  to  the  hotel.  I  earnestly  recommend  this  sub- 
ject to  your  immediate  attention. 

Several  fires  have  been  discovered  by  the  night  watch- 
men which  could  have  been  easily  extinguished  without 
raising  an  alarm,  if  they  had  had  at  command  one  of  the 
American  Fire  Extinguishers.  I  would  suggest  the  im- 
portance of  having  one  or  more  of  these  machines  deposit- 
ed in  the  City  Marshal's  oflSce,  for  the  use  of  the  watch- 
men. The  expense  would  be  trifling,  and  much  valuable 
property  might  be  saved  thereby. 

CITY   FARM. 

The  condition  of  the  City  Farm  is  highly  prosperous. 
The  average  number  of  paupers  supported,  has  been  near- 
ly the  same  as  during  the  previous  year.  It  is  too  often  t 
true  that  sympathy  and  kindness  are  strangers  at  the  poor 
house,  and  the  imfortunate  pauper  is  treated  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  intensify  the  wretchedness  of  his  life.  But 
our  poor  have  found  in  the  Overseer  and  Matron,  friends, 
who  have  kindly  and  carefully  provided  for  their  comfort 
and  converted  their  abode  into  a  pleasant  home.  ^  The  spirit 
displayed  by  the  Overseer  and  Matron  in  the  discharge  of 
their  delicate  and  difiEicult  duties,  shows  their  eminent  fit- 
ness for  the  position.  The  abundant  crops  of  the  last  sear- 
son,  of  very  superior  quality,  attest  t\i^  «>LC«J^'eroX\>»do«sw^^ 
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zgr  ezeroised  in  the  tiUage  of  the  land,  and  the  tbriffy  ap- 
pearsnoe  of  the  atock  giTea  eWdenoe  of  jodidons  eaie. 
▲  house  dF  correction  haa  been  built  of  wood  at  a  coat  of 
about  $S00»  and  will  be  aoflfeient  to  meek  the  wanta  of  the 
mty  fi>r  many  years.  Extia expenses  were  made  neoeaaary 
by  loss  of  toob  in  the  fire  oi  1867,  and  the  purchase  of  an 
aAUtional  horse  for  use  on  the  taxm^  so  that  the  appear- 
muse  of  the  balance  dieet  at  the  close  of  the  year  ia  less 
ftvorable  than  last  year ;  but  the  condition  of  tiiis  institu- 
tion is  in  fact  better  than  it  was  a  year  ago.  The  quairy- 
iiig  and  dressing  of  granite,  jbs  is  well  known,  has  grown 
to  a  large  and  important  business  and  is  destined  to  con^ 
tribute  largely  to  the  growth  of  our  city,  if  tiie  citizens 
and  those  in  authority  give  it  proper  encouragement.  At 
West  Concord  a  great  scarcity  of  dwelling  houses  and  house 
lots  to  accommodate  those  engaged  in  this  business,  exists ; 
and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  wise  to  supply 
this  deficiency,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  setting  apart  an 
additional  portion  of  the  city  faim  for  the  purpose.  Lots 
of  suitable  size,  subject  to  such  conditions  as  should  en- 
sure the  erection  of  a  house  on  each,  would  find  a  ready 
sale.  The  remainder  would  be  amply  suflicient  for  the 
wants  of  the  city.  I  hope  you  will  find  in  this  suggestion 
suflScient  importance  to  give  it  your  early  attention. 

CEMETERIES. 

The  greatly  improved  appearance  of  the  cemetery  on 
State  street  has  been  hailed  with  universal  approbation. 
An  additional  appropriation  of  $150  is  asked  for  by  the 
committee  having  it  in  charge,  and  I  earnestly  desire  that 
it  be  made,  so  that  the  good  work,  auspiciously  begun,  may 
be  carried  on  to  completion.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
suggestions  of  the  committee  may  prompt  our  wealthy 
citizens  to  adorn,  in  the  manner  suggested,  the  beautiful 
cemetery  at  Blossom  Hill,  for  which  nature  has  done  so 
much,  and  art,  compaxatvve\7)  %o  \i2K)iNft.    C^xteov^raries 
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and  posterity  will  hold  in  lasting  remembrance  him  who 
shall  leave  such  memorials  of  his  public  spirit  and  taste. 

No  feature  of  our  present  civilization  is  more  agreeable 
to  a  refined  and  cultivated  mind  than  the  growing  custom 
of  surrounding  the  resting  place  of  the  dead  with  the 
choicest  attractions  of  nature  and  art.  May  the  day  never 
come  when  it  shall  prevail  among  us  to  a  less  extent  than 
now. 

I  have  detained  you,  gentlemen,  already  too  long  in  this 
address,  but  I  cannot  allow  the  occasion  to  pass  without 
tendering,  through  you,  to  my  constituents,  the  deep  grati- 
tude I  feel  for  their  confidence  and  approval,  which  have 
found  expression  in  my  re-election.  The  oflSce  has  come 
to  me  imsought,  and  I  accept  it  at  no  little  sacrifice  of  my 
pecuniary  interests  and  personal  feeling.  As  at  the  first, 
so  now  do  I  enter  upon  my  ofiicial  duties  with  no  other  ob- 
ject in  view  than  to  serve  my  fellow-citizens  and  advance 
their  interests  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  Guided  by  the 
light  of  experience,  and  aided  by  your  counsel  and  sym- 
pathy, I  hope  to  avoid  the  errors  of  the  past  and  to  be 
more  useful  in  the  future. 

In  all  the  measures  we  shall  adopt,  may  we  be  directed 
by  wisdom,  honesty  and  true  economy.  May  our  associa- 
tion in  these  places  of  honor  and  trust  be  marked  by  kind- 
ness and  forbearance;  and  may  the  blessings  of  Heaven 
continually  rest  upon  our  labors. 

Lyman  D.  Stevens. 
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On  JBngroised  Ordinances^MBuam.  HaskeU,  Smith  and  Fow* 
ler. 

C%C&rik— C.F.Stewart  Office  in  City  Hall  BaOding,  scmth* 
entrance ;  house  267  Main  Street 

Oity  Treasurer — Samuel  C.  Eastman.  Office.  Bomford  Block,. 
Main  Street,  up  stairs. 

OUf  SoKciiar—IjjmBXi  T.  Flint 

OoOeetor  of  ToKcef— William  H.  Allison. 

Oitif  ikforx&i^— Jonathan  L.  Fickezing. 

AMsietant  JI£xr«Aab— John  Comiell,  John  A.  Cobum; 

Night  Watchmen — James  E.  Band,  Charles  H.  Jones.. 

OUy  JPhysieian — Albert  A.  Moulton. 

Asrittant  City  Phyridans^C.  C.  Topliff,  A.  P.  Tenney. 

Overseer  of  the  J\x?r— Wards  4,  5,  6  and  7,  Charles  F.  Stew- 
art 

Health  Officers — J.  L.  Pickering,  Dr.  A.  A.  Moulton,  and  Al- 
derman Chickering. 

PoUce  Justice — Hon.  Sylvester  Dana. 

Special  Police  Justice — Arthur  Fletcher,  Esq. 

Superintending  School  Committee  Jtfr  Wards  1, 2, 8  tmd  7 — Bev- 
Hiram  B.  Putnam,  John  B.  Curtis  and  Isaac  N.  Abbott 

Board  of  Education  far  Union  District — ^Joseph  B.  Walker, 
S.  C.  Eastmaij.  W.  M.  Chase,  A.  Hadley,  J.  V.  Banon,  A.  J. 
Prescott,  P.  B.  Cogswell,  H.  Pickering,  E.  Adams. 

Trustees  of  PuhUc  lAbrary — John  A.  Holmes,  Benjamin  L. 
Larkin,  George  W.  Flanders,  Amos  Hadley,  S.  C.  Eastman,. 
H.  T.  Chickering,  Isaac  N.  Abbott. 

Old  and  Blossom  HiU  Cemetery  Committee — Joseph  B.  Walker, 
John  M.  Hill,  Peter  Dudley. 

For  East  Concord  Cemetery — George  W.  Moody,  Timothy 
W.  Emery,  John  B.  Curtis. 

Superintendent  of  JRepadrs  of  Highways  and  Bridges — Lyman 
D.  Stevens. 

City  Messenger  and  Xompl^^A^er^Bichard  P.  Sanborn. 

PoHce  Officers — John  Connell,  James  E.  Band,  Moses  F. 
Bogers,  John  A.  Cobum,  Charles  C.  Bean,  Charles  W.  Davis, 
John  Foss,  Harrison  Partridge  and  Charles  H.  Jones. 

Specia:i  Police  Q^^«— Baruch  Biddell,  Edwin  A.  Miller,. 
George  W.  Chesley,  WesW^  3.  ^RAXAnaoci,  l^nob  IL  Wn»^it«'fi«j 
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La&er  P.  Fuller,  Josiah  C.  Shaw,  A.  R  Curtice,  George  W. 
Lake,  Richard  M.  Ordway,  Charles  C.  Bean,  Eobert  Crouther^ 
Hall  B.  Band,  Richard  P.  Sanborn,  Jabez  W.  Hatch,  Horace  S. 
Abbott,  Greorge  B.  Farley,  B.  F.  Holden,  H  K.  Famum. 

.      FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

BOARD    OF   ENOINEBR8. 

Abel  B.  Holt,  Chief  Engineer. 

Assistant  Engineers — John  D.  Teel,  John  M.  Hill.  Lowell 
Eastman,  Alonzo  Downing,  Albert  H.  Drown,  James  Frje,  Har- 
rison Partridge ;  John  D.  Teel,  Clerk. 

"  Chv.  Bitt*'  Steam  Fire  Engine  Company,  No,  1— Daniel  W. 
Long,  Foreman ;  Augustus  K  Manning,  Assistant  Foreman, ; 
Beza  H.  Lincoln,  Clerk;  Augustus  H.  Wiggin,  jBlrigtneer;  Dan- 
iel W.  Long,  Augustus  R.  Manning,  Augustus  H.  Wiggin, 
Stephen  Blaney,  John  A.  Lane,  Beza  H.  Lincoln,  Frank  G. 
Mason,  Howard  F.  Hill,  Isaac  G.  Howe,  Eugene  A.  Rix,,  Ed- 
win J.  Cheney,  Sylvester  G.  Long,  Members;  Frank  SoMurt, 
Driver  of  Steamer. 

"  Eiearsargey'  Steam  Fire  Engine  Company,  No.  2 — Nathan 
K  Haskell,  Foreman;  Daniel  B.  Newhall,  Assistant  Foreman r 
George  A.  Glover,  Clerk;  Benjamin  F. Dunklee,  Engineer;  Na- 
than H  Haskell,  Daniel  B.  Newhall,  Greorge  A.  Glover,  George 
L.  Lovejoy,  William  M.  Leaver,  Benjamin  F.  Dunklee,  Horace 
D.  Carter,  William  Badger,  Warren  H.  Coming,  John  C.  Shay, 
Arthur  L.  Currier,  Charles  Crow,  Members. 

"  Eagle  Hose"  Company,  No.  1 — Charles  M.  Lang,  Foreman; 
John  Whittemore,  Assistant  Foreman;  Moses  T.  Palmer,  Clerk. 

Hook  and^  Ladder  Company^  No.  1 — Daniel  Clifibrd,  Fore- 
man; Andrew  H.  Webster,  Assistant  Foreman;  Joseph  B. 
Smart,  Clerk. 

Concord  Railroad  Hydrant  If  Hose  Company  No.  1 — Edward 
Stadley,  Foreman ;  Moses  W.  Dickerman,  Assistant  Foreman; 
Philip  Flanders,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

Northern  Railroad  J^fdra/tU  and  Hose  Compamf  No.  2. — Jamea 
N.  Lander,  Foreman;  Greorge  Hiurragtoii)  AssistMl  Fer^wwoow; 
L«th#r  W.  NiebolB,  Chrk 
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^'Fkme$r,''  Compcmy  No.  1^H$]kI  Engiiie,  FiaherriUe,) 
•Jolui  Whittaker,  Foreman;  Samnri  B.  Mum,  AstiMmU  Fbn^ 
inim;  Calvin  Boberts^'C&rit 

'*  Old  Fwt^  Company,  No.  2-*(Haiid  Engine,  East  Conoid) 
George  H.  Cartii,JFbrema9i;  George  W.  Moody,  JmitoK  jPbrv- 
,man;  John  E.  Frye,  Clerk. 

*•  Niagara"  Oon^panff,  No.  3— (Hand Engine,  West  Concoid) 
iMac  H.  Famum,  Foreman;  John  F.  Bowe,  Aseiskmi  Foreman; 
Moses  F.  Clough,  Chrk. 

HIGHWAY  SURVSTOaS. 


1. 

Albert  Stevens, 

17. 

William  D.  Colby, 

2. 

Enoch  Jackman, 

18. 

Andrew  Farnnm, 

3. 

Charles  Graham, 

19. 

Reuben  K.  Abbott, 

4. 

Henry  H.  Potter. 

20. 

Franklin  J.  Emerson, 

5. 

John  G.  Tallant, 

21. 

John  Ballard, 

6. 

James  Frye, 

22. 

Charles  Hall, 

7. 

Samuel  M.  Locke, 

23. 

Isaac  N.  Abbott, 

8. 

William  S.  Locke, 

24. 

Andrew  S.  Smith, 

9. 

25. 

William  Abbott, 

10. 

Harrison  Partridge, 

26. 

Thomas  W.  Abbott, 

11. 

Jonathan  M.  Stewart, 

27. 

12. 

Moses  H.  Bean, 

28. 

13. 

John  D.  Fife. 

29. 

Jeremiah  Mills, 

14. 

Elbridge  G.  Hardy, 

30. 

Timothy  Carter, 

15. 

Cyrus  Runnels, 

31. 

George  E.  Sawyer. 

16. 

Robert  B.  Hoyt, 

32. 

John  T.  Oilman. 

FENCE 

VIEWERS. 

Moses  H.  Farnum,  Daniel  Knowlton,  James  Frye,  John 
Abbott. 

SURVEYORS   OP   WOOD    AND    LUMBER. 

Eben  F.  Elliott,  John  G.  Warren,  Cyrus  Runnels,  Ira  C. 
Edgerly,  Henry  L.  Elliott,  Asa  H.  Morrill.  John  Whittaker. 
John  T.  Batchelder,  E.  P.  Famum,  T.  W.  Emery,  Isaac  Emery, 
Joseph  T.  Clough,  Samuel  Eastman,  Charles  S.  Harper,  Jehial 
D.  Knight,  Abner  D.  Famum,  Elbridge  Dimond,  Henry  Martin, 
Timothy  Carter,  Cliandlex  "Ei^XxcASi,  "X^Jtea^V^  K^^c»n^.^  "^SascoawMaL 
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Partridge,  John  Abbott,  Isaac  Elwell,  R.  G.  Cutting,  Abner  C. 
Holt,  Orrin  T.  Clisby,  Lyman  A.  Walker,  Henry  M.  Moore, 
James  Moore,  William  Ballard,  Charles  P.  Bowell,  John  Bal- 
lard, Lowell  Eastman,  Daniel  Clifibrd,  Thomas  Stuart,  William 
H.  Buntin,  George  A.  Pillsbury,  Atkinson  Webster,  Philip  Flan- 
ders, Jr.,  A.  B.  Holt,  Curtis  White,  Nicholas  Quimby,  Joel  C. . 
Danforth,  Lorenzo  D.  Brown,  J.  F.  Hoit,  Julius  Lord,  William 
Carr,  Joshua  T.  Kendall,  Duane  D.  Brainard,  Charles  W.  Ash, 
Henry  T.  Chiekering,  James  S.  Norris,  Ebenezer  B.  Hutchin- 
son, William  A.  Cloagh,  Noah  H.  Banlet,  D.  S.  Webster,  Jere- 
miah S.  Noyes,  Jeremiah  S.  Abbott,  George  Frye,  Joseph  Haz- 
eltine,  Benjamin  F.  Goodwin,  Isaac  Clement,  Charles  H. 
Clough,  Josiah  Cooper,  George  B.  Whittredge,  Luther  P.  Fuller, 
Charles  E.  Thompson,  Jacob  E.  Hutchins,  James  M.  Blake, 
Horace  Beals,  William  A.  Bean,  Charles  C.  Bean,  Julius  Cone, 
Albert  A.  Currier,  Augustus  W.  Collins,  Augustine  C.  Carter, 
John  D.  Fife,  Henry  H.  Famum,  Mark  R.  Holt,  John  A  Holmes, 
Lorenzo  Dow,  Nicholas  G.  Mead,  Caleb  Parker. 

SURVEYORS    OF    STONE. 

Moses  H.  Bean,  Henry  H.  Burns,  Josiah  Cooper,  Edward 
.Dow,  George  W.  Emerton,  Ira  Foster,  Albert  Knowlton,  John 
Rowe,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Daniel  Farnum. 

SURVEYORS    OF    MASONRY. 

Henry  PI.  Brown,  Joseph  R.  Bowers,  Edward  Dow,  Lyman 
R.  Fellows,  Richard  M.  Ordway.  • 

WEIGHERS     OF     HAY. 

John  Batchelder,  Sylvester  Stevens,  Albert  A.  Currier,  Fran- 
cis A.  Fisk,  Cyrus  W.  Paige,  Charles  A.  Robinson,  Noah  H. 
Ranlet,  J.  Frank  Hoit,  Benjamin  A.  Kimball,  George  F.  Whit- 
tredge, Henry  C.  Sturtevant,  Alonzo  Downing,  H.  T.  Chieker- 
ing, Charles  H.  Ash,  Joseph  H.  Abbott,  Seth  R.  Dole. 

SEALERS     OF     LEATHER. 

Jacob  p.  Sanders,  Moses  H.  Bean,  John  C.  Thom>  WiUiaxxs^ 
Gilman,  Chase  HUlg  James  Mallon  Blake. 
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aSALBKB    OF    W1IOHT8    AiTD    MEASDlXS. 

John  BatcJieH«r,  Jamet  H.  Cliase,  John  A*  Wwt. 

CtTLI^Ba    OF    STATE  8 » 


WiUiftm  Haywood,  John  Hoi^  Samuel  B«U^  Siephea  Qoiia- 


by. 


POUKD    XXSPSE. 


Uanrison  Partridge. 


^VNNU  A  L    REPO  RTS 


8CH0i).LS,IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCORD, 


TOGETIIKH  VriTII  TlIK 


MAYOR'S   INAUCIUKAL    ADDllKSS, 


THE    CITV    (.)KKI('KI{S. 


F  O  K       T  H  K       Y  K  ^V  K       1  H  T  O . 


W^^'^^^^"^' 


CONCORD : 
PIMNTKI)  IIY  THE  IXDKI'KNDKXT  I'KKSS  ASi>«CH"\\'V\VVS,. 

1870. 


I 
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by. 


fiXAI^SBS    OF    WEIGHTS    AND    HEA0imXS. 

John  Batchelder,  James  H*  Chaae,  John  Am  Wcsu 

CULLSRS    OF    STATti. 

Wiliiam  Haywood,  John  Hoit,  Samuel  BeU|  Stephen  Qiui^ 


POVHD    XEfiFBE. 


Hamson  Partridge. 


ANNUAL    REPOKTS 


SCHOOLS. IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCORD, 


TlKtBTIIKK  WITH  TIIK 


MAYOR'S   INAUdURAL    ADDUKSS, 


THE    UITV    OFKK'EKS. 


F  O  14       'r  H.JS       Y  re  A  K       1  S  7  O  . 


CON  CO  HI)  : 
PUINTKI)  IJV  THE  INDKl'KN'DKNT  VllESj5>  \^S^>V\N:X\VY& 

1870. 


.    A 


ANNUAL   REPORTS 


SCHOOLS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCORD, 


TOGKTHER  WITH  THE 


MAYOR'S   INAUGURAL  ADDRESS, 


THE    CITY    OFFICERS, 


F  O  K       THE       YBJA.B       ISrO. 


CONCORD  J 
FBENTED  BY  THE  INDEPENDENT  PKEfi.^  ikSSIOCiinSSS&. 

1870. 


ANJSnjAL   REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SCHOOLS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCORD. 


THE  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF 
WARDS  1,  2,  3  &  7. 

To  the  City  Council: 

The  Superintending  School  CJommittee  submit  the  fol- 
lowing Report :  * 

In  the  schools  under  our  care  the  past  year,  there  have 
been  no  brilliant  successes,  and  no  positive  failures.  In 
these  suburban  districts  which  we  visit,  the  territory  is  in 
most  cases  large,  while  the  number  of  scholars  is  small, 
and  that  number  is  waning  rather  than  increasing.  In 
these  small  schools,  with  their  short  terms,  there  are  some 
drawbacks  to  the  highest  success  which  are  inevitable. 
There  are  other  hindrances  which  we  have  seen  at  work 
that  are  not  inevitable  and  ought  to  be  abated.  We 
briefly  call  your  attention  to  these  two  kinds  of  evils  with 
which  our  schools  are  contending. 

FIRST  —  EVILS  THAT  ARISE  FROM  NECESSARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Of  the  different  factors  that  go  to  make  up  a  really  good 
school,  one  of  the  most  important  is  a  good  teacher.  Our 
small  schools,  with  their  brief  sessions,  as  a  general  thing, 
do  not  and  can  not  have  the  best  teachers.  First  class 
professional  teachers  will  not  go  to  such  schools.  It  can 
not  be  expected  of  them.  It  is  useless  to  lay  the  blame 
of  a  poor  school  at  the  door  of  the  prudential  CQ\mfiJ^;Xj^^> 
and  enjoin  upon  him  to  employ  oiAy  \hft  >a^«X.  ol  \r»^«c^* 


For  the  few  weeks  of  his  school,  and  for  the  paltry  com- 
pensation he  has  to  offer,  he  is  powerlea9  to  do  any  such 
thing.  He  must  do  the  best  he  can  with  the  means  at  his 
disposal,  —  that  is,  unless  some  rare  good  fortune  favors 
him,  he  must  employ  either  an  inexperienced  teacher,  who 
has  a  reputation  to  earn,  or  one  that  has  had  but  indiffer- 
ent success  elsewhere.  If  a  young  teacher  proves  success- 
ful, he  can  not  long  be  retained,  but 'soon  makes  his 
country  school  a  stepping-stone  to  some  higher  position. 
It  is  very  rare  to  find  the  same  teacher  more  than  two  suc- 
cessive terms  in  the  same  school.  This  unceasing  change, 
this  constant  coming  of  new  teachers,  is  greatly  to  be 
deprecated,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  case  is  unavoidable. 
As  a  result  of  this  state  of  thiogs,  we  are  likely  to  have  in 
our  school-rooms  teachers  who  have  little  native  genius 
for  their  work,  and  who  have  had  no  help  from  the  drill  of 
normal  schools,  or  the  training  classes  in  our  best  acade- 
mies. We  arc  likely  to  find  also,  too  much  of  the  old- 
time  mechanical  sort  of  instruction  :  book  questions  given, 
book  answers  received ;  that  the  beginning  and  the  end, 
with  no  attempt  to  enliven  and  rouse  up  the  thinking 
powers  of  the  pupil. 

ANOTHER  EVIL. 

A  young  teacher,  on  the  first  day  of  the  term,  is  quite 
likely  to  be  confused  by  the  variety  of  text-books  which 
he  finds  in  his  school,  and  appalled  by  the  number  of 
classes  he  is  expected  to  have.  lie  tries  to  banish  a  few 
of  the  books  and  reduce  the  number  of  the  classes,  but 
ominous  complainings  come  from  the  homes.  He  finds  it 
will  take  much  labor  and  about  half  of  the  term  to 
•*  straighten  out"  and  systematize.  The  committee  is 
perhaps  miles  away,  and  can  not  come  in  every  few  days  to 
advise  and  enforce.  The  teacher  naturally  desires  to  get 
along  pleasantly  and  make  a  fair  show  of  work  ac- 
complished, so  he  Btrugglea  ou  under  the  incubus  of  his 


many  classes  and  varied  text-books,  knowing  that  he  is  not 
doing  justice  to  his  scholars. 

SECOND — ABATABLE  EVILS. 

It  does  not  follow  from  these  things  that  the  schools  in 
our  rural  districts  must  of  necessity  be  poor.  Unless 
such  a  district  be  very  unfortunate  in  its  teacher,  the 
school  may  be  good,  if  not  the  best.  In  spite  of  necessa- 
ry disadvantages,  if  the  citizens  of  a  district  will  do  their 
duty,  they  need  not  find  that  their  money  has  been  wasted 
and  that  their  children  have  learned  nothing.  Unless  a 
teacher's  defects  are  glaring,  and  his  incompetence  very 
manifest,  he  should  be  heartily  sustained  by  parents. 
They  ought  to  pave  the  way  for  him  by  their  prompt  ac- 
quaintance, sympathy  and  help.  Ho  should  feel  their  sup- 
port. This  is  a  hackneyed  theme,  we  know ;  and  such  re- 
marks are  a  stock-article  in  school  reports.  But  they  are 
just  as  true,  and  just  as  much  in  force  to-day  as  when  the 
first  "  committee  man  "  was  happy  enough  to  introduce 
them  as  original  into  his  report.  We  give  place  to  them 
from  the  fact  that  some  of  our  schools  have  not  had  enough 
of  this  help  the  past  year.  We  have  been  to  examination 
after  examination,  and  not  seen  the  father  of  a  single 
scholar  present.  Yet  such  parents  often  feel  quite  compe- 
tent to  criticise  and  censure  the  management  in  the  school- 
room. They  arc  quite  content  to  judge  from  hearsay, 
and  the  often  unfair  statements  of  scholars.  Every  one 
assents  to  the  common  remark,  "  parents  do  not  take  in- 
terest enough  in  the  school,"  till  it  is  echoed  from  one  end 
of  the  district  to  the  other — a  chorus  for  all.  And  still 
the  neglecting  goes  on ;  scholars  are  often  allowed  to 
leave  school  for  the  most  trivial  and  unworthy  reasons ; 
the  home  influence  does  not  always  help  them  to  be  punc- 
tual and  regular  in  attendance,  nor  prepare  them  to  be  eas- 
ily obedient  to  wholesome  rule,  and  so  many  a  teacher  \& 
sorely  tried  by  what  might  be,  and  s\io\\\9L\>^,T\^c&fc^  vc^ 
the  homes  of  the  pupils. 
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It  would  be  unfidr  to  complain  of  the  low  standard  of 
scholarship  and  discipline  in  these  schools,  without  notic- 
ing their  peculiar  circumstances.  We  would  by  no  means 
disparage  our  young  teachers.  We  have  those,  this  year, 
who  have  been  faithful  and  successful  up  to  the  measure 
of  their  ability.  We  would  encourage  them  to  fit  them- 
selves for  the  best  results  and  the  most  worthy  service  in 
the  school-room.  We  appreciate,  too,  the  helpful  interest 
which  parents  have  shown  in  most  of  the  districts.  We 
know,  however,  that  some  of  our  schools  might  reach  a 
higher  standard  of  excellence,  and  we  have  tried  to  indi- 
cate the  way,  uncertain  whether  or  not  our  plain  words 
will  catch  the  eye  and  fasten  upon  the  minds  of  those  who 
might  profit  by  them. 

We  ask  your  attention  further,  to  remarks  on  the  con- 
dition of  particular  schools. 

District  No.  1. 

First  Term  —  Length,  8  weeks ;  wages,  $20.00  ;  schol- 
ars, 20;  average  attendance,  17. 

Second  Term  —  Length,  7  weeks;  wages,  $20.00; 
scholars,  22 ;  average  attendance,  16. 

Third  Term  —  Length,  8  weeks;  wages,  $32.00;  schol- 
ars, 23  ;  average  attendance,  21. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Clara  M.  Colby,  during 
the  Summer  and  Fall  terms.  This  was  an  instance  of  teach- 
ing in  one's  "  own  district," — a  course  usually  open  to  ob- 
jections, and  wo  think  they  held  good  in  this  case. 

The  school  appeared  fairly  when  visited,  and  the  teach- 
er seemed  engaged  in  her  work.  Still  there  was  a  lack  of 
interest  and  anything  like  enthusiasm  in  the  school,  which 
grew  more  apparent  as  the  Fall  term  drew  to  its  close. 
There  was  a  feeling  in  the  district  that  the  school  had  not 
been  very  profitable,  but  we  suspect  that  most  of  the  pa- 
rents had  seen  little  if  anything  of  its  management  for 
themselves. 


The  Winter  term  was  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam E.  Walker,  of  Webster,  who  brought  to  this,  his  first 
experience  in  teaching,  an  unusual  interest  and  an  earnest 
purpose  to  do  well.  He  did  not  find  in  each  of  his  pupils 
the  ideal  scholar  which  the  young  teacher  is  apt  to  picture 
to  himself.  But  he  easily  accommodated  himself  to  the 
actual,  as  he  found  it  before  him,  and  brought  his  scholars 
as  far  along  towards  the  true  standard  as  could  be  reason- 
ably expected  in  the  space  of  eight  weeks.  The  scholars 
caught  something  of  the  earnestness  and  vivacity  of  their 
teacher,  and  showed  in  most  of  their  recitations,  at  the  last 
day,  a  pleasing  promptness  and  an  uncommon  spirit  of  at- 
tention. 

Mr.  Walker  had  the  confidence  and  the  best  wishes  of 
the  parents  through  the  term,  and  their  hearty  commenda- 
tion at  its  cftse. 

We  congratulate  the  young  people  and  the  future  teach- 
ers of  this  district  on  the  near  prospect  of  a  new  school- 
house,  p^ 

DiSTBICT  No.   2. 

First  Term  —  Length,  9  weeks;  wages,  $22.00;  schol- 
ars, 21 ;  average  attendance,  17. 

Second  Term  —  Length,  9  weeks;  wages,  $22.00; 
scholars,  22 ;  average  attendance,  19. 

The  school  was  taught  both  terms  by  Miss  Martha  H. 
Coombs.  The  grade  of  scholarship  in  this  district  is  rath- 
er low.  There  was  improvement  during  the  two  terms, 
but  it  was  small,  and  the  attainments  of  the  scholars  were 
quite  moderate.  There  was  some  interruption  on  account 
of  sickness. 

In  a  few  cases  of  discipline  that  occurred  in  the  early 
part  of  the  first  term.  Miss  C.  showed  a  plain  determina- 
tion to  have  the  prompt  obedience  of  her  scholars,  and  it 
had  a  healthful  eflfect  on  the  school.  We  do  not  know  the 
feeling  among  the  parents  in  regard  to  the  ^dio^V.    Twst^ 
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was  almost  an  entire  dearth  of  such  visitors  at  the  two  ex- 
aminations, and  the  Register  reports  only  three  such  visits 
on  other  days.  Such  indifferent  parents  need  not  expect  a 
very  animated  school.  Their  claldren  were  under  the  in- 
struction and  influence  of  a  faithful,  well  qualified,  consci- 
entious teacher,  and  we  trust  they  appreciate  what  she  has 
done  for  them.  p. 

District  No.  4. 

First  Term — Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $19.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 14;  average  attendance,  9. 

Second  Term — Length,  8  weeks ;  wages,  $32.00  ;  schol- 
ars, 15  ;  average  attendance,  11. 

The  Summer  term,  Miss  Susan  A,  Farnum,  of  Concord, 
teacher,  went  on  in  a  quiet,  orderly  way,  without  inter- 
ruption, or  very  prominent  features  in  any  respect.  The 
reading  of  the  scholars  here,  as  indeed  in  mostibf  our  oth- 
er schools,  needs  the  special  care  and  drill  of  teachers  to 
break  up  and  guard  against  that  monotonous,  expression- 
less style  too  common  in  the  school-room. 

The  examination  exercises  came  a  week  before  the  close 
of  the  term,  as  some  of  the  larger  scholars  were  obliged 
to  leave  at  that  time.  The  school-room  was  tastefully  dec- 
orated and  there  was  a  pleasant  variety  in  the  exercises. 

The  school  in  the  Winter  was  taught  by  Mr.  S.  T.  Sy- 
monds,  of  Hopkinton,  who  had  the  advantage  of  a  former 
term's  experience  and  acquaintance  in  this  school.  Two 
or  three  scholars  were  withdrawn  from  school  by  their  pa- 
rents during  the  term,  on  account  of  fancied  injustice  from 
the  teacher,  but  we  have  no  doubt  such  a  course  was  de- 
cidedly to  the  injury  and  loss  of  the  scholars.  It  is  pain- 
ful to  see  parents  deny  their  children  even  the  meagre 
privileges  of  schooling  that  our  small  districts  aflbrd.  The 
school  made  fair  progress  and  appeared  well.  Perhaps 
more  animation  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  a  judicious 
social  freedom  with  his  pupils  out  of  school,  would  have 
added  to  his  influence  and  brought  a  little  more  inspiration 


into  school-room  exercises.  But  we  know  that  small 
schools  and  unfriendly  elements  must  be  chilling  to  the 
ardor  of  a  teacher. 

District  No.  5. 

First  Term — Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $18.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 4 ;  average  attendance,  3. 

Second  Term — Length,  8  weeks ;  wages,  $25.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 14 ;  average  attendance,  — . 

Through  certain  adverse  influences,  the  Summer  school 
came  near  being  extinguished.  It  had  a  narrow  escape 
from  being  only  a  family  school.  Miss  Mary  L.  Merrill, 
the  teacher,  had  excellent  literary  qualifications,  and  her 
miniature  classes  made  good  progress  in  study.  We  trust 
there  will  be  more  hannonious  working  among  the  parents 
of  this  district,  lest  their  poor  children  be  cheated  out  of 
the  short  schools  that  are  rightfully  theirs. 

The  number  of  scholars  was  larger  in  the  Winter,  but 
there  seemed  still  some  unfavorable  influence  at  work.  It 
was  the  first  exj^erience  of  the  teacher,  Mr.  William  P.  Bal- 
lard, of  Concord.  He  had  about  double  the  number  of  classes 
that  there  should  be  in  such  a  school,  and  perhaps  did  as 
much  for  them  as  could  be  expected.  Under  more  favor- 
able circumstances,  we  doubt  not  Mr.  Ballard  will  prove 
an  energetic,  efficient  teacher.  p. 

District  No.  6. 

First  Term  —  Length,  19  weeks  ;  wages,  $20.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 5  ;  average  attendance,  5. 

Second  Term — Length,  7  weeks ;  wages,  $20.00  ;  schol- 
ars, 5  ;  average  attendance,  4. 

It  was  always  a  pleasure  to  visit  this  little  school. 
There  was  here  a  rare  and  happy  combination  of  the  ele- 
ments that  produce  a  good  school.  An  excellent  teacher. 
Miss  Helen  L.  Farnsworth,  of  Concord ;  obedient,  faithful 
scholars ;  interested  parents,  who  were  no  strangers  in  the 
school-room ;  and,  not  least  of  all,  a  comfotteXAfc,  Oaa^AxsS. 
room  for  study. 
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The  dosing  ezerdsesy  each  term,  were  unusually  inter- 
eeting  for  so  small  a  number  of  soholais.  They  were  en- 
joyed by  all  who  were  present,  and  there  was  a  goodly 
-  number.  Teacher,  and  scholars  and  parents,  are  worthy 
of  high  praise.  All  we  have  to  wish  is,  that  every  chair 
in  their  school-room  might  be  occupied  by  a  scholar,   p. 

District  No.  7. 

First  Term — ^Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $12.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 14 ;  average  attendance,  12. 

Seoonb  Term — Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $20.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 21 ;  average  attendance,  19. 

The  first  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Clara  B.  Hoit.  The 
younger  portion  of  the  scholars  made  good  improvement, 
while  the  older  portion  did  not  make  that  improvement 
which  we  see  iu  schools  where  a  deep  interest  is  cherished 
by  teacher  and  scholars  iu  the  studies  pursued.  The  Reg- 
ister shows  a  large  number  of  absent  and  tardy  marks. 
This  is  a  fault  of  the  parents  and  not  of  the  teacher. 

The  second  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Lucy  J.  Andrews. 
Miss  A.  is  an  experienced  teacher,  and  understands  thor- 
oughly her  vocation.  She  labored  faithfully  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  her  scholars,  several  of  whom,  having  no 
desire  to  improve  their  limited  amount  of  knowledge,  or 
their  moral  character,  made  the  teacher's  task  an  arduous 
one.  She,  however,  succeeded  beyond  the  expectations  of 
the  Committee.  a. 

District  No.  8. 

First  Term — Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $16.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 13  ;  average  attendance,  10. 

Second  Term — Length,  14  weeks ;  wages,  $18.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 19 ;  average  attendance,  13. 

Both  terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by  Miss  Hattie  M. 
Jameson.  We  think  we  can  safely  say  that  the  closing 
examinations  were  satisfactory  to  all  present.  Register 
properly  filled  and  iveaWy  V«^\..    l\^\\ftx  remarks  she  says, 
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*^I  have  tried  to  teach  and  encourage  them  to  study.  I 
trust  my  labors  have  not  been  wholly  in  vain,  and  that 
through  my  teaching,  they  may  have  gained  some  knowl- 
edge which  will  be  useful  to  them  in  years  to  come." 

District  No.  12. 

First  Term— Wages,  $28.00 ;  scholars,  45 ;  average  at- 
tendance, 33. 

Second  Term — ^Wages,  $32.00 ;  scholars,  40 ;  average 
attendance,  35. 

Miss  Mary  D.  Grale  taught  both  the  Summer  and  Winter 
terms.  This  school  has  been  well  managed  and  very  suc- 
cessful during  the  year.  All  it  now  needs  is  good  teach- 
ers, and  the  hearty  cooperation  of  all  its  patrons  and 
friends.  c. 

District  No.  13. 

Winter  Term — Wages,  $44.00 ;  scholars,  31 ;  average 
attendance,  27. 

Summer  Term.  The  teacher  labored  earnestly  for  the 
improvement  of  the  school,  but  owing  to  irregularity  on 
the  part  of  the  scholars,  and  interference  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  school  by  some  of  the  parents,  she  gained  but 
partial  success. 

W.  W.  Gate  taught  the  Winter  tei-m.  He  is  a  well 
qualified,  earnest  and  eflicient  teacher;  ))ut  owing  to  a 
general  want  of  confidence,  interest,  sjTupathy  and  sup- 
port among  the  parents,  he  failed  to  accomplish  that  for 
which  ho  so  earnestly  labored.  The  teacher  is  entitled  to 
much  credit  for  the  faitliful  discharge  of  his  duties  to  the 
school.  c. 

District  No.  14. 

First  Term — Wages,  $16.00 ;  scholars,  17  ;  average  at- 
tendance, 15. 

Second  Term — ^Wages,  $18.00 ;  scholars,  19 ;  average 
attendance,  17. 


12 

Teachers — Nellie  E.  Collins  and  Clara  Blake.  Good 
order  has  been  a  marked  feature  of  each  term,  and  during 
the  latter,  not  an  instance  of  whispering  is  reported.  The 
improvement  of  this  school  has  been  highly  commendable. 

c. 
District  No.  15. 

First  Term — Wages,  $20.00 ;  scholars,  -8  ;  average  at- 
tendance, 7. 

Second  Term — Wages,  $20.00  ;  scholars,  20 ;  average 
attendance,  15. 

Both  terms  were  under  the  instruction  of  JVIiss  Sarah 
Fifield.  Good  order  and  fair  success  have  marked  the 
progress  of  this  school  through  the  year.  Experience 
will  make  her  a  successful  teacher.  c. 

District  No.  16. 

Length,  8i  weeks ;  wages,  $12.00 ;  scholars,  6  :  aver- 
age attendance,  4. 

This  is  a  small  school,  and  kept  in  a  school-house 
wholly  imfit  for  the  purpose.  Miss  Mary  E.  Thompson  was 
the  teacher.  This  was  her  first  attempt  at  teaching.  She 
evidently  possesses  good  qualifications  for  a  teacher,  and 
will,  doubtless,  with  experience  and  a  larger  school,  be- 
come a  good  teacher. 

District  No.  18. 

Fiu.st  Term — Length,  12  weeks  ;  wages.  SKi.OO  ;  schol- 
ars, 24;  average  atteudanee,  17. 

Second  Term — Length,  12  weeks;  wages,  S20.00 : 
scholars,  25  ;  average  attendance,  llh 

This  school  for  the  year  has  been  under  the  iiLstruc- 
tion  of  Miss  Jane  Cook,  who  is  well  known  as  a  thorough 
and  efticient  teacher.  Miss  C.  has  been  a  teacher  in 
Ward  7  for  the  past  four  years.  In  her  report  she  saj's, 
'^  There  are  some  who  do  not  attend  constantly,  and  they 
do  not  make  the  progi'ess  they  would  if  they  were  con- 
s/ant  in  attendance.    PaYew\.%  ^o\>\^\i^  \\3^^x^?sl^d  and 
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see  that  their  children  are  in  school  every  day.  They 
should  visit  the  school-room  and  encourage  the  teacher  in 
her  task."  a. 

District  No.  19. 

First  Term — Wages,  $32.00 ;  scholars,  42 ;  average  at- 
tendance, 35. 

Second  Term — Wages,  $37.00 ;  scholars,  40 ;  average 
attendance,  37. 

The  Summer  term  was  under  the  management  of  Lau- 
ra E.  Shepard.  Under  her  care  the  school  made  good 
improvement. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  jVIiss  Lizzie  Kimball,  a 
well  educated  teacher;  but  at  the  commencement  she 
failed  to  manifest  those  qualities  so  essential  to  successful 
management  in  the  school-room,  consequently  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  gaining  the  respect  of  the  pupils.  While  the 
teacher  failed  in  discipline,  there  was  little  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  scholars  to  be  influenced  by  mild  measures. 
It  is  said  that  parents  have  as  much  responsibility  in  the 
character  and  success  of  the  school  as  a  teacher.  Then 
see  to  it  parents,  that  your  school  gains  a  high  standard 
of  excellence.  There  must  be  a  radical  change  here,  or 
failures  will  be  repeated.  c. 

District  No.  22. 

First  Term  —  Wages,  $28.00;  scholars,  28;  average 
attendance,  26. 

Second  Term  —  Wages,  $32.00  ;  scholars,  37  ;  average 
attendance,  32. 

Miss  S.  T.  Kimball  has  taught  this  school  for  the  past 
two  years.  Miss  K.  is  noted  for  energy,  promptness  and 
good  management  in  the  school-room.  The  closing  exam- 
ination was  conclusive  evidence  of  her  usual  thorough  in- 
struction. Scholars  m  the  district  not  whispering  during 
the  winter  term :  Lyman  Sargent,  George  Jenness,  Gil- 
man  Holt,  John  Holt,  Charles  Kiinba\\,lTN\ft%  ^^/kJ^s^^^^ 
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Susan  Greenough,  Mary  Stowe,  IJdna  Bowers,  Hattie 
Idbtrston,  Lestell  Hook,  Nancy  Greenough,  Sarah  Holt, 
EUen  Hillsgrove,  Sarah  Nelson,  Susie  Hillsgrove,  Myra 
Stearns,  Lois  Kempton.  c. 

District  No.  23. 

First  Term  —  Length,  7i  weeks ;  wages,  $12.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 9  ;  average  attendance,  8. 

Second  Term  —  Length,  14  weeks;  wages,  $12.00; 
scholars,  16 ;  average  attendance,  14. 

This  district  is  united  with  No.  1  in  Bow.  Concord 
furnishes  but  three  scholars.  The  first  term  was  taught 
by  Miss  Abbie  H.  Barnard.  We  visited  the  school  but 
once,  near  the  middle  of  the  term,  and  can  not  properly 
speak  of  the  improvement  made. 

This  district,  though  small,  has  furnished  several  suc- 
cessful teachers,  one  of  whom,  Miss  Hannah  W.  Heath, 
taught  the  second  term.  Several  of  the  scholars  are  well 
advanced.  Algebra,  philosophy  and  book-keeping  were 
taught.  We  were  not  notified  by  the  Prudential  Commit- 
tee of  the  commencement  or  close  of  either  of  the  terms. 

A. 

District  No.  24. 

First  Term  —  Length,  10  weeks  ;  wages,  $16.00  ;  schol- 
ars, 19  ;  average  attendance,  18. 

Second  Term  —  Length,  12  weeks;  wages,  $16.00; 
scholars,  17;  average  attendance,  15. 

Third  Term — Length,  12  weeks  ;  wages,  $16.00  ;  schol- 
ars, 17  ;  average  attendance,  15. 

This  district,  ^vith  No.  24  in  Hopkinton,  constitute  one 
district — twelve  of  the  scholars  belonging  in  Concord, 
and  seven  in  Hopkinton.  The  parents,  by  contributing  in 
board  and  fuel,  were  able  to  add  a  third  term  to  their 
schooling.  The  school  for  the  year  has  been  under  the 
instruction  of  Miss  Susie  B.  Smart,  who  is  a  thorough 
teacher   and  strict  d\sc\^\m»iva.Tv.    TV^  ^^^Ya%  ^-xaaaaina- 
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tion  was  interspersed  with  singing,  recitations  and  compo- 
sitions,  which  were  very  gratifying  to  the  Committee  and 
to  the  large  number  of  persons  present.  The  school  has 
been  visited  by  143  persons  during  the  year.  a. 

H.   B.   PUTNAMJ 

J.  B.  Curtis, 
I.  N.  Abbott, 
Superintending  School  OommiUee. 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.   3. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  District  No. 
3,  in  the  city  of  Concord,  make  the  following  report : 

Your  Committee,  in  presenting  their  report,  regret  that 
they  can  not  make  so  complimentary  a  report  for  the  past 
year  as  years  previous. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Simmier  term  in  the  Gram- 
mar Department,  it  became  necessary  to  procure  a  new 
teacher,  and  the  Summer  and  Fall  terms  were  taught  by 
Miss  Abbie  C.  Morse.  She  proved  to  be  a  fair  teacher. 
She  lacked  government  and  order,  l)ut  labored  hard  to 
learn  the  scholars,  but  did  not  meet  with  that  success  she 
would  if  she  bad  displayed  that  degree  of  firmness  neces- 
sary to  govern  such  a  school. 

The  Summer  and  Fall  tenns  of  the  Primary  Department 
were  taught  ])y  Miss  Ella  F.  Stone,  and  she  fully  sustain- 
ed her  former  reputation  as  a  teacher  of  that  grade  of 
schools,  she  having  taught  ten  tcims  in  succession  in  this 
district.  The  scholars  luider  her  management  were  well 
trained  to  order  and  good  goverinnent,  and  made  marked 
progress  in  their  studies. 

Again  for  the  Winter  term,  in  both  departments,  it  was 
thought  best,  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee,  to  have 
new  teachers.  The  Grammar  Department  was  taught  by 
Miss  Nellie  A.  Pierson,  who  appears  to  be  a  good  scholar, 
but]  has  had  but  little  experience  as  a  teacher.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  term  she  labored  hard  to  establish 
good  order,  but  being  harsh  in  her  manner,  and  not  using 
very  choice  language  to  her  scholars,  she  got  their  ill  will, 
and  that  of  their  parents,  so  the  scholars  kept  leaving 
school  one  by  one,  and  the  term  could  hardly  be  called  a 
success ;  but  what  fevj  Tema-m^^  ^^va^^^  vj^n^t^j  ^xxs^fc^^-sCxil 
examination. 
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The  Winter  term  of  the  Primary  Department  was  taught 
by  Miss  Susan  A.  Famum,  and  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  it 
did  not  sustain  its  former  reputation.  We  think  she 
would  succeed  better  in  a  school  of  larger  scholars »  easier 
governed. 

The  Registers  were  neatly  kept  and  well  filled  for  the 
Summer  and  Fall  terms,  but  they  were  not  so  well  filled 
for  the  Winter  term. 

By  the  record  shown  by  the  Register,  there  has  been  an 
unusual  amount  of  tardiness  and  dismissals  from  school, 
which  would  seem  to  be  the  fault  of  the  parents. 

It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  very  few  parents  have  visit- 
ed the  schools  the  past  year>  They  have  known  nothing, 
from  personal  observation,  of  the  skill  of  the  teachers  in 
the  government  or  instruction  of  the  school.  They  have 
known  nothing  of  the  deportment  of  their  own  or  other 
scholars  in  the  school,,  except  the  one-sided  stories  which 
have  been  reported  by  scholars  and  others. 

To  sustain  and  improve  a  school,  parents  should  see 
that  their  scholars  are.  prompt  in  their  attendance,  and^ 
obedient  to  the  rules  of  school. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  the  school  is  the  true  index, 
individually  and  collectively,  of  the  inner  life  of  the  com- 
munity from  whence  its  pupils  are  drawn ;  and  that  the 
image  of  the  object  is  no  more  accurately  reflected  from 
the  surface  of  the  mirror  than  the  home-life  and  manner  of 
bringing  up  children  is  exhibited  in  the  school-room.  It 
is  the  duty  of  parents  to  train  their  children  to  obey  their 
teacher  as  they  should  their  parents,  and  visit  the  schools 
frequently,  and  thus  encourage  the  teachers.  Consider 
the  difliculties  and  responsibilities  of  those  teachers  in  their 
harrassing  cares  and  anxiety,  and  sustain  them  by  striving 
to  render  their  work  pleasant,  instead  of  regarding  them 
as  targets  at  which  taunts  and  reproaches,  the  shafts 
of  criticism,  and  the  arrows  of  calumny  are  to  be 
hurled. 
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If  you  would  not  permit  a  mechanic  or  a  fiirm-laborer 
to  serve  you  even  one  day  without  looking  after  him  to 
see  that  he  performed  your  work  correctly,  then  do  not 
suffer  those  engaged  in  the  higher  duty  of  training  your 
children's  intellects  and  forming  their  characters,  to  toil 
on  for  long  months  without  knowing,  from  your  own  per- 
sonal observation,  with  what  fidelity  and  success  they  are 
laboring.  When  trouble  arises  between  teacher  and  schol- 
ar we  think  it  would  be  tlie  better  way  to  have  a  hearing 
before  committee,  parents,  teacher  and  scholar,  and  try  to 
remedy  the  evil,  rather  than  to  allow  the  scholars  to  drop 
off  one  by  one,  as  they  have  this  winter. 

STATISTICAL  TABLE. 
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I^engtb  of  ScJioat  tii  ^r^okj^^ * ..>....  ^ ........ . 

Wagei^  of  FcLiiulu  iVjif'lierei  u  niontli,  iiicLndiDir  bonnU^.. 
Wholo  nujnber  of  UiQ'erciit  Sebolarflt-  ....***..-.*»**-..* 

Aveittg^  jitUiDdaacet.  ,.-,-*,,.  p  .  p  , , > , . 

l5d\oJ»u'ij  li^twt'eti  faur  ujhI  MJxlccn  jaarii  of  age>  atteml- 

injDr  not  I&p-b  ttinn  two  wi*ekii«< ., . , , « ^V Z 

Scholars  over  nixteeii  ycnn*  of  ogCT  Jbc.T,.* ;  .**,**.*.*,**, 

JoAtancef}  at  tAnlineff^^- - , , 

InBtAnceB  of  <UmileiAiil ^<.*w..^.....*^^«^,«..^^.^.^« 

Not  Absent  one  halt  iliiy ,». ,...*,. ,  ■ 

Knmbcr  of  vlfi^itfi  liy  Siipcirl:n tending  SiThool  CommJiteCi 

N  umber  of  vi  bI  t^  bj  Pru  ilcn  t J  nl  Coninil  ttce^.  ...>.... 

ITiifnbor  of  vlelt^  by  CIiLEeu^  ami  otlicrA...  .\  ^  <  ..^  ^ .  ^  ^ ..  >  ^  < 
l^unibiT  nf  Fupila  vvho  have  niuclo  Reading  n  fitiid7,>**<« 
K tituliL'r  of  iPupllA  ja  ^>elHDg^. . » . .  ^^  ^  1  ^  ^^*  .^ .  ^  ^^  ^  ^  ^ .,  ^^  ^  ^ . 

Number  of  l^ipilrt  In  Fcnrnfui^hlp,. 

^amb«r  of  PupLla  in  Arithmi?ti<;, ....,,»».»..*,.,,,,  ^ 

Ntunbcrof  Pupils  in  GmmmAr». >-..*....,.« 

Nmnber  qf  Pupi]§  hi  G«ogi>npliy p  ..<.,.•*<«***,..* , 

Hnmberof  Fupll^  in  Compo^Umti,. .«..., 

KumbCT  of  PajvUfl  hi  Hi^tury, ^ ,  ^^^ .««*•«« . 

Otiier  Btndleii,. ^  ^  ^ .  ^ .....,„,.... 
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TEXT  BOOKS  USED  IN  GRAMMAB  DEPAKTMENT. 

AriUimetic — Robinson's  and  Colburn's. 
JHistort/ — Quackenbos'. 
Grammar — Weld's  and  Quackenbos'. 
Geography — Guyot's  Series. 
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Philosophy — Quackenbos'. 
Reading — Sargeut's  Series. 
Spelling — Town's. 

TEXT  BOOKS  USED  IN  PKIMABY  DEPARTMENT. 

Arithmetic — Progressive  Primary  and  Table  Book. 
Geography — Guyot's  Primary. 
Reading — Sargent's  Series. 

Number  of  scholars  in  Grammar  Department,  Summer 
term,  35  ;  males,  10 ;  females,  25.  Fall  term,  27  ;  males, 
9 ;  females,  18.  Winter  term,  45  ;  males,  23 ;  females  22. 
In  Primary  Department.  Number  of  scholars  Summer 
term,  59  ;  males,  27  ;  females,  32.  Fall  term,  45  ;  males, 
22 ;  females,  23.  Winter  term,  54 ;  males,  29 ;  females, 
25. 
Prudential  Committee^  J.  V.  Aldrich. 

Most  respectfully  submitted, 
J.  V.  Aldrich, 
H.  B.  Putnam, 
A.  P.  Tenney, 
S.  A.  Brown, 
M.  F.  Eastman, 
Superintending  School  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  20,  T;V^ARD  1. 


The  Superintending  School  Committee  of  District  No. 
20  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Fisherville : 

The  Committee  began  their  duties  under  manifest  diffi- 
culties; none  of  them  were  members  of  the  provious 
board,  or  possessed  suitable  information  of  the -condition 
of  the  schools  for  their  guidance ;  they  had  none  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  belonging  to  the  preceding 
Committee  or  from  the  experience  of  the  teachers  of  the 
former  year.  Neither  personal  knowledge  nor  associate 
counsel  was  permitted  them.  In  consequence,  they  are 
conscious  that  their  functions  have  not  been  as  successfully 
performed  as  otherwise  they  might  have  been.  With  all 
these  obstacles,  your  Committee  can  report  prosperous 
advance  in  both  studies  and  discipline. 

The  division  of  schools  into  Grammar,  Intermediate  and 
Primary,  has  been  retained  during  the  year.  A  fourth 
school  was  formed  in  the  last  school  month,  by  dividing 
the  Primary.  This  measure,  though  adopted  as  a  necessai}' 
one,  pressed  itself  on  the  convictions  of  your  Committee 
early  in  the  year.  The  crowded  condition  of  the  schools — 
especially  of  the  lowest  grade — and  the  consequent  impos- 
sibility of  making  satisfactory  progress,  demanded  a  mod- 
ification in  the  system  of  grading,  and  your  Committee 
would  direct  your  attention  to  this  subject.  There  have 
been  three  sessions  of  ten,  eleven  and  twelve  weeks,  re- 
spectively ;  while  the  only  intermission  during  term  time 
was  of  one  week  in  the  Primary  Department,  occasioned 
by  the  illness  of  the  teacher.  There  has  been  an  improve- 
ment in  the  atteudaue^  a\vdi^\u\ctv3L«AltY«    The  instances  of 
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tardiness  have  steadily  decreased  during  the  year,  but  the 
number  is  now  too  large,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  subjoined 
table,  and  those  scholars  are  the  most  culpable  who,  in  the 
judgment  of  your  Committee,  have  the  least  occasion  for  be- 
ing tardy.  Respecting  the  attendance,  it  is  to  be  desired 
that  parents  would  appreciate  more  highly  the  privileges 
which  their  children  can  enjoy,  and  would  place  more  re- 
gard for  their  constant  presence  than  is  the  case  with  us. 
Our  schools  should  be  more  highly  esteemed  than  they 
seem  to  be.  It  should  not  bo  sufficient  that  a  child  attends 
one  term ;  we  should  only  be  content  with  an  attendance  on 
all  the  terms,  and  with  punctuality  and  constancy  in  these 

The  teachers  engaged  were — ^like  your  Committee- 
strangers  in  the  schools.  Entering  on  their  duties  as  they 
did,  unacquainted  with  the  character  of  their  pupils,  and 
uninformed  of  the  exact  condition  of  their  schools,  they 
merit  your  commendation  for  the  patience,  zeal  and  suc- 
cess of  their  eflfbrts  in  maintaining  discipline  and  in  im- 
parting instruction  in  the  several  courses  of  studies  pur- 
sued. Not  only  was  there  an  entire  change  of  teachers  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  but  there  has  also  been 
an  entire  change  during  the  year.  The  Grammar  school 
opened  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Sarah  E.  Coffin,  who, 
after  two  terms,  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Lib- 
bie  A.  McCutchins.  The  Intermediate  school  was  instruct- 
ed the  first  term  by  Mrs.  S.  M.  Brown,  who  resigned  and 
was  succeeded  by  Miss  Julia  A.  Abbott.  Miss  Emma  E. 
Blanchard  gave  instruction  in  the  Primary  Department 
imtil  her  resignation  was  accepted  early  in  the  last  term, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Fannie  A.  Gates.  The  fourth 
school — formed  from  the  Primary — ^was  placed  under  the 
care  of  Miss  Amelia  White. 

Thus  seven  teachers  have  been  connected  with  our 
schools.  All  of  them  have  given  commendable  satisfac- 
tion, and  some  have  displayed  in  their  positions  superior 
talents  for  their  duties. 
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TABLE  OF  ATTE?n>AKCB. 

First 
Term. 

Second 

Third 
Tttm. 

Entire  Attendance. 

At. 
Att. 

Ta^ 

Boys. 

QMS. 

T6U1. 

dineii. 

Intannediate, 
Grammar, 

77 
67 
41 

80 
68 

77 
66 
60 

48 

87 

S8 

6i 
86 

88 

100 
7S 

e2 

64 
4S 
88 

880 
827 
4M 

IMal, 

175 

166 

in 

108 

186 

884 

188 

U» 

Seventy-one  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Superintend- 
ing, and  fifteen  by  the  Prudential  Committee. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  support  of  our 
schools  for  the  past  year,  have  been  as  follows : 

RECEIPTS. 

"Balanc^^  on  hand ••• •....•...• ■■■■.$111 38 

Amount  raised  by  <^  tax  of  1868. J16.00 

Amount  recelToa  from  Literaiy  Fond. 82  J8 

Amount  raised  hy  special  TOte  at  last  meeting 150^ 

81090.7.^ 

EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  paid  for  salaries ^G90J^ 

Amount  paid  for  wood,  taking  care  of  school-houses,  &c 157.09 

Amount  for  weU  and  fence I49.7i 

Balance  on  hand 1(6.41 


$1099.75 


We  would  call  your  attention  to  the  present  method  of 
electing  your  committees,  and  recommend  a  change.  By 
the  present  method,  an  entire  new  board  was  chosen  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year ;  they  were  unacquainted  with 
the  schools,  save  what  little  could  be  gleaned  from  the 
necessarily  brief  report  of  the  previous  Committee,  and 
from  a  stray  visit  into  the  schools.  One  of  the  present 
board  had  but  recently  come  among  you,  and  the  other 
two  were  so  occupied  by  their  daily  engagements  as  to 
prevent  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  schools.  Their 
terms  of  office  are  limited  to  one  year,  and  the  recurrence 
of  an  entire  change  is  possible  each  spring.  They  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  a  by-law,  providing  for 
the  choice  each  year  of  one  person  for  three  years,  instead 
of  three  persons  for  one  year,  as  at  present  is  done. 

We  would  also  recommend  that  measures  be  taken  for 
the  permanent  grading  ol  ^<^  ^^<(^%  Vc^  i^csva^^  ve^toad^  as 
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now,  of  three  divisions,  and  for  the  elevation  and  perfec- 
tion of  the  course  of  study.  This  first  measure  is  imper- 
atively demanded  by  the  over-crowded  disposition  of  our 
schools,  and  the  deportment  of  a  large  number  of  the 
pupils.  This  second  measure  is  needed  to  place  our 
schools  on  an  equality  with,  and  we  would  desire  a  superi- 
ority over  schools  in  other  localities  of  the  same  grade. 
•With  the  careful  attention  of  future  committees,  and  your 
cordial  cooperation  with  them  in  any  movement  tending  to 
this  end,  a  grade  of  studies  may  be  adopted  which  will 
afford  the  scholard  equal  privileges  with  schools  of  an 
already  high  character. 

In  concluding  their  report  with  this  exhibit,  the  Com- 
mittee would  commend  the  various  public  schools  of  this 
district,  with  their  teachers,  to  the  favorable  esteem  and 
confidence  of  an  appreciating  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

'  Geo.  G.  Habriman, 
Henry  D.  White, 
Frank  A.  Abbott, 
Superintending  School  Committee^  No.  20. 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  EEPORT 

OP 

THE  BOARD   OF   EDUCATION 


UNION  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 


The  Board  of  Education  respectfully  present  this,  their 
Eleventh  Annual  Report,  of  the  condition  of  the  public 
schools  of  Union  School  District. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  our  schools,  the  past 
year,  has  been  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-three.  These 
have  been  distributed  among  the  various  schools  as  is 
shown  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  number  of 
scholars  and  average  attendance  in  each  school : 

STATISTICAL  TABLE. 
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HiGit  School,. ». , ,  „ 

GIU3LM.UI  &CHOOL3, 

Fraoklin  Street,. 

Merrliniick.,  ..,.„.* * *  * ■ 

Centre,* ,  .....*-. , 

KumfoitL]- 

lNr£lU1EDlATt:  SCHOOLS 

Stfttc  Street,  KorUi  EmJ,, ,.„.,.....,,„. 

Mcrrimiick} ,  ^ .-,.., , 

Centre., .»,...... „  ^^  .,,,,»,,„,,,*,,.,»„, , 

Myrtle  Street, 

Humfonl,. ....... ...,„„,„.,.,..„ ,  „ , 
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l^IltlURT  SCttOOLS. 
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14S^ 


11 


101 
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41 
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30 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE — Continued. 


SCHOOLS. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


SUMMARY  OF  8CHOLAB8. 
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In  the  High  School, 

In  the  Grammar  Schools,. . . . 
In  the  Intermediate  Schools,. 

In  the  Primary  Schools, 

In  the  Mixed  Schools, 


148 
363 


746 
67 


104 
289 
284 
555 
44 


16681286 


The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  our  schools  is  very 
considerably  smaller  than  last  year,  while  the  average 
attendance  shows  a  gain.  This  would  indicate  that  there 
has  not  been  so  many  irregular  attendants,  and  that  those 
who  did  go  to  school,  were  more  constant.  What  has 
become  of  the  absentees,  we  shall  consider  hereafter. 

There  is  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  average 
attendance  in  the  Granmiar  schools.  As  this  increase  is 
almost  entirely  in  the  lower  rooms,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  open  an  additional  school  of  that  grade  in  the  school- 
house  on  Franklin  street.  As  the  schools  grow  smaller 
as  they  advance  in  grade,  there  is  no  immediate  probabil- 
ity that  the  three  upper  I'ooms  will  be  overcrowded.  It 
will,  however,  be  probably  necessary  to  maintain  four 
schools  of  the  lower  grade,  in  accordance  with  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  past  year. 
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This  difficulty  of  overcrowding  in  Bome  one  department 
has  often  been  experienced. .  Temporary  relief  has  some- 
times been  obtained  by  the  promotion  of  the  best  qualified 
only.  This  plan,  however,  only  postpones  the  evil,  and 
perhaps  sometimes  does  injustice  to  the  scholar  who  is 
denied  the  advance.  More  school-houses  do  not  as  yet 
seem  to  be  needed  to  prevent  this  evil,  but  rather  a  difier- 
ent  location  of  those  now  built.  Even  a  change  of  loca- 
tion might  prove  of  only  temporary  advantage,  as  changes 
of  population  change  the  character  of  the  schools.  The 
difficulty  is  one  that  must  be  met  from  time  to  time  by  a 
change  of  school  limits  and  readjustment  of  the  school 
classification.  A  census  of  tiie  scholars  has  just  been 
taken,  and  an  entirely  new  arrangement  of  the  limits  is 
contemplated. 

The  Board  has  held  over  twenty  regular  meetings 
during  the  year.  The  officers  of  last  year  were  reelected 
at  the  first  meeting,  and  the  same  committees  continued, 
Mr.  Chase  being  substituted  on  the  sub-committee  for  the 
central  section,  in  place  of  Dr.  Bancroft.  The  courses  of 
study  in  the  various  schools  have  been  revised  and  printed 
in  a  pamphlet,  with  the  school  regulations,  for  the  use  of 
the  district.  The  schools  have  been  subjected  to  such 
supervision  and  examination  as  the  other  occupation  of  the 
members  would  allow,  all  of  them  having  been  examined 
at  least  once  during  each  term. 

There  have  been  but  few  changes  of  teachers  during 
the  past  year.  The  following  list  contains  the  names  of 
the  present  teachers  of  the  various  schools : 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Bartley,  Principal ;  Miss  Sarah  E.  Blair,  and 
Miss  Abby  B.  Parker,  Assistants. 

GBAMXAR  SCHOOLS. 

Merrimack — Miss  Kate  A.  Shumway,  Principal;  Mrs. 
R.  Akcrman,  AsBiatanl. 
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Centre  —  Miss  K.  A.  Watson,  Principal ;  Miss  Julia  M. 
Johnson,  Assistant. 

Bumford — Miss  Elten  E.  Fisher,  Principal;  Miss 
Metta  C.  Davis,  Assistant. 

Franklin  Street  —  Miss  Laura  A.  Webster. 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

State  Street,  JVorth  Und  —  MiBS  L.  S.  J.  Bartlett. 

Merrimack  —  Miss  S.  F.  Emery. 

Centre  —  Miss  I.  F.  Nutter. 

Myrtle  Street  —  Miss  Sarah  E.  Rounds. 

Bumford — Miss  Helen  M.  Putney. 

West  Street  —  Mrs.  Paulina  L.  Bowen. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

State  Street,  H'orth  End  —  Miss  Helen  E.  Gilbert. 

Franklin  Street  —  Miss  Anna  M.  Hill. 

Merrimack — Miss  EUza  J.  Day. 

Union  Street  —  First  Division,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett; 
Second  Division,  Miss  Susan  R.  Moulton. 

Centre  —  Miss  D.  M.  Nutter. 

Spring  Street  —  First  Division,  Miss  Clara  E.  Batchel- 
der ;  Second  Division,  Miss  Henrietta  J.  Evans. 

Myrtle  Street  —  Miss  Lucy  S.  Currier. 

Siocth  Ward  House  —  Miss  Hannah  Bell. 

Bumford  —  Miss  Lizzie  Burleigh. 

West  Street  —  First  Division,  Miss  Mary  A.  Abbott; 
Second  Division,  Miss  Anna  W.  Chickering. 

The  other  teachers  during  the  year  were. 

Centre  Gframmar  School  —  Miss  Sarah  J.  Sanborn. 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

State  Street,  JVorth  Und—Miss  D.  E.  E.  Hill. 
Merrimack  — Miss  D.  E.  E.  Hill. 
Myrtle  Street — Miss  Abby  C.  Cochran. 

PBIMARY   SCHOOLS. 

Franklin  Street — Miss  Mary  Ei.  Ho^. 


28 


Wut  Street — Miss  Lizzie  Burleigh. 

Rumjbrd — Miss  Jnlia  NeyiUe. 

The  schools  are  generally  in  -a  prosperous  condition. 
Most  of  the  teachers  show  an  earnestness  of  purpose  that 
meets  with  merited  success.  The  Centre  and  Bmnford 
Ghrammar  schools,  of  the  higher  grade,  have  been  difficult 
to  control  the  past  year.  There  has,  at  limes,  been  mani- 
fested a  spuit  of  insubordination  which  threatened  to 
overturn  the  veiy  foundations  of  good  order.  The  Board 
has  endeavored  to  sustain  and  aid  the  teachers  in  Uieir 
efforts  to  quell  these  disorders,  and  we  believe  their  united 
efforts  have  not  been  unavailing. 

The  High,  school  is  still  under  the  same  successful  teach- 
ers as  last  year,  and  we  are  happy  to  report  tiiat  it  enjoys 
a  continued  prosperity.  We  believe  that  we  have  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  present  management,  and 
trust  that  the  day  of  change  may  bo  long  postponed.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  advantages  of  this  school  are 
not  more  generally  shared  in  by  our  citizens.  Pupils, 
who  have  completed  the  course  in  the  Granunar  school, 
are  generally  too  young  to  advantageously  commence  the 
more  serious  duties  of  life,  and  would  be  profited  by  tak- 
ing at  least  the  English  course  in  the  High  school. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  the  class  of  1869  were 
well  attended.  Their  orations  and  essays  were  very  cred- 
itable and  well  delivered.  Mr.  Hadley  presented  the 
diplomas  in  behalf  of  the  Board  to  the  following  gradu- 
ates: 


Clara  F.  Brown, 
Nannie  V.  Butterfield, 
Nellie  T.  Currier, 
Sarah  H.  Fifield, 
Anna  M.  Hill, 
Yianna  H.  Johnson, 
Jennie  L.  Paul, 
Helen  M.  PevetVy, 


Etta  F.  Smith, 
Mary  L.  Thompson, 
Ella  F.  Underbill, 
John  W.  Ford, 
Edward  C.  Fowler, 
Charles  S.  Mellen, 
Alonzo  G.  Rand, 


Thinking  that  there  migbt  be  young  men  in  our  city 
who  had  not  been  able  to  secure  an  education,  and  whose 
occupation  would  not  admit  of  attending  the  day  schools, 
the  Board,  in  December  last,  advertised  for  applications 
from  those  who  desired  to  attend  an  evening  school. 
Only  one  application  being.)  made,  the  Board  concluded 
that  the  necessity  for  such  a  school,  which  has  been  found 
useful  in  many  cities,  did  not  exist  in  Concord. 

The  West  street  school-house,  never  really  suitable  for 
school  purposes,  has  been  for  sometime  growing  less  and 
less  fit  for  use.  When  the  district  made  an  appropriation 
for  remodeling  it,  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  matter, 
on  investigation,  decided  that  it  was  useless  to  make  more 
than  temporary  repairs,  with  the  idea  that  it  must  soon  be 
replaced  by  a  new  building.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
it  is  now  imperative  that  a  new  house  be  erected.  The 
location  is  sufficiently  central  and  can  not  probably  be  im- 
proved. The  old  house  may  be  moved  on  one  side  of  the 
lot  and  used  during  the  erection  of  the  new  one. 

In  this  connection  it  may  also  be  considered  whether 
the  welfare  of  the  district  demands  a  continuation  of  the 
school  and  house  at  ''  Eleven  Lots."  The  school  is  small 
and  is  necessarily  a  mixed  school.  Consolidation  with 
the  schools  at  the  West  street  house,  when  completed, 
will  give  these  scholars  the  advantages  of  graded  schools, 
at  the  sole  cost  of  a  long  walk  for  a  very  small  number. 
Should  the  population  in  that  vicinity  increase  hereafter, 
it  may  be  reestablished. 

The  brick  house  at  the  north  end  of  State  street,  is 
antiquated  in  every  respect,  both  as  to  the  building  and 
its  furniture.  The  location  and  walls  of  the  building  do 
not  need  any  change.  It  should,  however,  be  entirely 
repaired  and  renovated,  and  furnished  in  a  manner  that 
will  compare  more  favorably  with  the  other  houses  of  the 
district. 

The  decrease  in  total  attendance  d>nvQi!g  >^<^  ^^d8^\  l^»s:^ 
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has  already  been  alluded  to.  We  haye  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  number  of  children  of  a  suitable'  age  for 
school  training  has  diminished  to  the  extent  indicated. 
The  explanation  of  this  phenomenon  is,  on  the  contrary, 
apparent  to  any  one  who  notices  the  condition  of  our 
streets  during  school  homrs.  The  boys  are  not  in  school 
because  they  are  in  public  places  seeking  casual  employ- 
ment and  learning  anything  and  everything  except  what 
they  ought  to  learn. 

The  question  of  attendance  on  the  schools  is  one  of 
great  importance.  The  preeminence  of  New  England  has 
been  justly  attributed  to  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  all 
her  inhabitants  by  reason  of  the  excellence  of  her  com- 
mon schools.  Means  of  education  have  been  provided  by 
law,  without  regard  to  the  wishes  or  inclinations  of  partic- 
ular individuals  or  sections.  In  New  Hampshire  every 
town  must  raise  a  fixed  and  defiuite  amount  of  money 
each  year  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  similar  laws  are 
in  force  in  the  other  States. 

The  possibility  of  at  least  a  rudimentary  education  hav- 
ing thus  been  brought  within  the  reach  of  all  classes,  the 
population  of  New  England  has  not  neglected  to  avail 
itself  of  the  privilege.  A  large  proportion  of  our  citizens 
have  perceived  the  great  necessity  of  knowledge  and 
needed  no  spur  to  secure  a  full  and  systematic  atten- 
dance on  the  schools. 

Just  so  far,  however,  as  the  parents  are  ignorant,  will 
they  be  not  only  indifferent,  but  sometimes  even  posi- 
tively hostile  to  the  education  of  their  children.  Even  when 
it  is  only  indifference,  there  is  often  a  disposition  to  allow 
a  child  to  follow  his  own  inclinations  as  to  attendance  at 
school,  and  especially,  when  the  child  reaches  an  age  when 
his  labor  may  be  made  productive,  inattendance  is  not 
only  winked  at,  but  approved.  The  means  of  education 
provided  by  the  State  in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  our 
fathers,  is  thus  easily  rendered  unavailing. 
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The  question  of  compulsory  education,  in  view  of  the 
increasing  evil  of  truancy  and  of  enforced  absence,  be- 
comes one  of  primary  importance.  The  problem  is  by  no 
means  a  new  one.  Education  in  the  elementary  branches 
taught  in  the  common  schools  of  our  State,  and  corre- 
sponding to  our  graded  schools,  up  to,  and  including  the 
Grammar  schools,  is  rigidly  enforced  in  Germany,  Austria 
and  Prussia.  In  these  countries,  which  are  often  care- 
lessly considered  as  below  us  in  the  standard  of  intelli- 
gence, it  is  as  rare  to  find  a  person  of  mature  years  who 
can  not  read  and  write,  as  it  is  in  our  New  England 
States.  In  England  the  same  plan  is  now  under  discus- 
sion, and  its  adoption  probable. 

It  may  be,  and  indeed,  sometimes  is  objected,  that  the 
parent  is  the  natural  guardian  of  the  child,  and  has  the 
right,  and  the  only  right  to  decide  what  is  for  the  welfare 
and  good  of  the  child,  and  that  for  the  State  to  exercise 
these  functions  is  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  conscience, 
of  the  powers  of  the  parent  and  an  encroachment  on  the 
part  of  the  State. 

Individual  rights  should  undoubtedly  be  respected,  and 
individual  liberty  should  not  be  lightly  disregarded.  But 
no  person  has  any  rights  that  are  inconsistent  with  those 
of  his  fellow  men,  nor  of  the  State,  which  is  the  aggrega- 
tion of  individuals.  When  we  find  a  parent  teaching  a 
child  to  commit  crimes,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  terminat- 
ing the  guardianship  and  taking  his  child  entirely  out  of 
his  control.  We  do  this,  not  only  for  the  child's  good^ 
but  for  the  protection  and  welfare  of  the  State.  In  a 
republic,  where  each  man  has  a  voice  in  the  government 
of  the  whole,  it  is  essential  that  that  voice  should  be  an 
inteUigent  one ;  that  the  individual  who  controls  it  should 
have  the  means  of  rightly  estimating  ^is  acts,  and  also  that 
he  should  be  so  qualified  to  look  after  his  own  aflSurs  and 
secure  to  himself  a  competency  that  he  will  not  become  a 
burden  upon  his  associates.     Hence  the  State  <^  «&  ^\>s:^^ 
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has  a  direct  interest  in  the  education  of  Uny  child — an  in- 
terest which,  if  antagonistic  to  the  interest  of  the  fiither, 
is  superior  to  that  interest,  and  a  right,  which  is  above 
the  right  of  the  father,  and  should  control  it,  because  it  is 
the  right  of  the  many  to  protect  themselves  against  the 
wrong-doing  of  the  individual.  A  man  may  consden- 
tiously  believe  in  ignorance,  or  believe  that  ignorance  is 
better  than  knowledge,  unless  that  knowledge  is  gained 
in  his  own  way.  If,  however,  he  does  not  provide  that 
way,  the  State  must,  for  its  preservation,  disregard  his 
conscience,  and  insist  that  his  child  shall  not  grow  np 
in  ignorance. 

The  child,  also,  has  some  rights.  He  is  entitled  to  sup- 
l>ort.  If  the  parent  can  not  or  will  not  famish  it,  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  supply  it  is  universally  recognized. 
If  the  parent  ignores  that  right  and  decides  to  terminate 
the  existence  he  has  called  into  being,  the  State  calls  it 
murder  and  inflicts  the  usual  penalty.  So,  too,  are  we 
bound  to  recognize  the  fact,  that  besides  securing  his  exist- 
ence, the  State  is  bound  to  see  that  that  existence  shall  not 
be  a  mere  burden,  but  that  the  child  shall  have  such  a 
discipline  of  his  faculties  as  will  enable  him  fairly  to  com- 
pete for  his  share  of  liberty,  and  as  shall  give  him  an  equal 
chance  in  the  world  in  his  pursuit  of  happiness.  If  the 
parent  refuses  this,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  inter- 
fere and  discharge  its  duty  as  guardian  of  inchoate 
rights. 

It  more  often  happens  in  our  community  that  chil- 
dren are  kept  at  home  to  aid  in  taking  care  of  each 
other.  The  parents  are  obliged  to  labor  for  the  support 
of  the  family,  and  the  presence  of  the  older  children 
seems  often  indispensable.  If  this  is  only  occasional  and 
actually  necessary,  it«is  probably  an  evil  that  may  be  reg- 
ulated and  borne  with.  If  the  exception  becomes  the 
rule,  it  seems  to  be  a  case  where  we  must  interfere,  and  by 
judicious  aid  by  the  State,  recognize  the  existence  of  semi- 
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paupers  to-day»  rather  than  prepare  for  an  army  of  cooi- 
plete  dependents  in  the  next)  generation. 

Our  State  prohibit^  all  sectarian  teaching ;  hence  our 
schools  can  never  be  under  the  control  of  any  religious 
sect,  without  an  entire  change  of  our  laws.  Sectarian 
sdiools  seem  to  be  loudly  demanded  in  some  parts  of  our 
country,  owing  to  the  cry  that  religious  training  and  edu- 
cation must  go  hand  in  hand,  and  that  there  must  be  no 
union  between  education  and  the  State.  We  regard  this 
sentiment  as  another  foe  to  that  universal  education  we 
deem  essential,  and  consider  it  contrary  to  all  our  tradi- 
tions and  beliefs.  Our  schools  should  be  open  to  all,  and 
should  embrace  the  whole  population  of  school-going  age, 
not  educated  properly  elsewhere.  All  the  school  money 
should  be  devoted  to  them,  and  not  frittered  away  in  aid 
of,  or  in  support  of  others  based  on  various  and  sectarian 
principles. 

Enforced  attendance  on  the  common  schools  is  evident- 
ly contemplated  by  the  State  law  on  truancy.  That  law, 
however,  by  excepting  those  having  lawful  occupation,  does 
not  go  so  far  in  that  direction  as  we  deem  desirable.  By 
another  statute,  employment  of  children  in  the  mills  who 
have  not  attended  school  a  certain  time  during  the  year,  is 
unlawful.  The  statutes  seem  to  be  susceptible  of  im- 
provement in  the  direction  indicated  in  this  report.  The 
rigid  enforcement  of  the  present  law  would,  however, 
greatly  mitigate  the  existing  evil. 

The  city  ordinances  make  all  the  Police  Officers,  the 
School  Committee  and  the  Board  of  Education,  truant  offi- 
cers. It  is  notorious  that  what  is  everybody's  business  is 
never  done.  The  members  of  the  Board  have  other  duties 
inconsistent  with  the  occupations  of  a  truant  officer,  and 
the  salary  voted  them  by  the  city  would  be  hardly  ade- 
quate if  they  were  to  assume  that  care.  One,  and  only 
one  of  the  police  officers,  should  be  assigned  to  this  duty. 
He  should  be  required  to  demand  of  every  boy  found  v^ 
•   3 
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the  streets  in  school  hours,  an  explanation  of  his  absence, 
and  should  also  inform  himself  of  tbe  truth  of  the  state- 
ments and  excuses  made  in  reply.  He  should  also  be 
required  to  investigate  all  cues  referred  to  him  bj  liie 
teachers  or  by  the  Board.  These  measures,  aided  by  like 
inquiries  on  the  part  of  our  citizens,  when  cases  of  appar- 
ent truamy  present  themselves,  would,  we  have  no  doubt, 
diminish  tiie  evil  and  tend  to  bring  about  a  reformation. 
A  similar  experiment  has  been  tried  with  a  good  degree 
of  success  in  a  neighboring  city. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  support  of  schools 
the  past  year,  have  been  as  follows : 

BBOBIFTS. 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand,  March  20, 1869, $763.81 

Amount  raised  by  city  tax,  1869, 8,822.00 

Amount  raised  by  special  vote  of  the  district  at  the  last 

annual  meeting, 8,178.00 

Literary  Fund, 67.72 

$17,831.53 
£XP£NDITUH£S  • 

Amount  paid  for  salaries  of  teachers, $18,198.00 

Amount  paid  for  fuel,  care  of  houses,  insurance,  re- 
pairs, &c., 3,862.57 

Balance  on  hand, 770.96 

$17,831.53 
The  High  school  house  debt  is  now  less  than  $6,000, 
and  can  be  whoUy  paid  the  coming  year,  without  any 
heavier  burden  being  imposed  than  in  the  past. 

Joseph  B.  Walker, 
Elisha  Adams, 
Amos  Hadley, 
P.  B.  Cogswell, 
Samuel  C.  Eastmak, 
William  M.  Chase, 
Hazen  Pickering, 
John  V.  Barron, 

Abraham  J.  Prescott. 
Concord,  Matdi  19,  \%1Q. 
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AMOUNT  EXPENDED  FOR  SUPPO&T  OF  SCHOOLS. 


The  snm  raised  by  the  city  for  the  support  of 

schools  the  past  year,  was  $12,000.00 

Literary  Fund,  495.60 

Raised  by  Union  School  District,  additional,        8,178.00 
Baised  by  Union  School  District  for  school-house 

debt,  6,000.00 

School  District  No.  1,  in  part  payment  for  a  new 

school-house,  500.00 

School  District  No.  3,  for  payment  of  school- 
house  debt,  430.21 
School  District  No.  20,  for  repairs  on  school- 
house,  150.00 
School  District  No.  20,  for  schooUionse  debt,         400.00 

Making  the  amount  expended  for  tiie  purposes     

of  education  the  past  year,  $28,153.81 

Of  this  sum  there  was  paid  for  the  support  of  schools,  to 
District  No.  1,  the  sum  of  $156.52 
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nion  School  Disfarioto  No6.  9 

,  10  and  11, 

17,067.72 

MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 


G^enAemen  of  the  City  OauncU: 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  our  City  Charter  and  in 
obedience  to  the  "will  of  the  people,  legally  expressed,  we 
have  assembled  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the 
City  Grovemment  for  the  ensuing  municipal  year,  and  to 
enter  upon  the  duties  to  which  we  have  each  respectively 
been  called.  Having  united  in  the  petition  that  God 
would  guide  and  direct  us  in  thct  discharge  of  those  duties ; 
and  having  taken  upon  ourselves,  I  trust,  without  mental 
reservation,  the  oath  of  office  by  law  prescribed,  allow 
me,  gentlemen,  on  this  occasion,  to  refer  in  brief  to  some 
of  the  principles  which  should  govern  us  in  the  discharge 
of  our  newly  assumed  responsibilities. 

Firmness,  fairness  and  fidelity  are  the  cardinal  points, 
the  fundamental  doctrines  of  our  political  creed;  and 
most  of  you,  gentlemen,  are,  by  past  experience,  well 
qualified  to  judge  of  their  value,  and  our  fellow-citizens, 
I  am  persuaded,  will  appreciate  their  due  observance. 

The  people  have  a  right  to  expect,  and  should  demand  of 
their  public  servants,  a  due  adherence  to  and  a  just  exer- 
cise of  those  principles,  so  indispensable  in  the  discharge 
of  every  important  trust. 

But  with  an  eye  single  to  her  interests  and  sustained, 
gentlemen,  by  your  wisdom,  experience  and  cooperation, 
I  will  not  seek  to  evade  or  shrink  from  a  known  duty ; 
and  y^u,  I  trust,  will  not  hesitate  to  assume  any  responsi- 
bility that  belongs  to  your  position^ 

While  thus  frankly  disclosing  our  intentions,  we  shall 
on  all  suitable  occasions  be  ready  to  hear  and  consider 
suggestions  relative  to  all  matters  conducive  to  the  inter- 
ests  of  the  city. 
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Experience  and  observation  bav^^  .^taught  me  that  no 
public  officer  can  be  fJEutfafiil  tp  his  tnistj  without  incurring 
censure,  and  that  he  who  clamors  loudest  for  enforcement 
of  law  is  often  the  first  to  denounce  the  officer  who  exe- 
cutes it.  He  whom  you  have  elected  chief  executive  offi- 
cer of  this  city  for  the  ensuing  year,  does  not  expect  to 
find  himself  exempt  fix>m  this  general  rule,  but  will 
endeavor  to  bear,  with  becoming  humility,  any  odium 
that  may  follow  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty. 

FINAN0E8. 

The  reduction  of  the  city  debt  is  still  continued,  though 
not  so  rapidly  as  would  have  been  the  case  had  it  not  been 
for  the  excessive  damage  to  highways  by  the  storm  of  last 
October.  The  floating  debt  is  now  reduced  to  easily  man- 
aged proportions.  There  are  $16,000  of  bonds  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  unsold.  It  would  seem  that 
$10,000  of  this  authorized  issue  might  be  cancelled,  and 
the  proceeds  of  the  remaining  $6,000  appUed  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  floating  debt.  I  would  recommend  the  same 
appropriations  towards  the  payment  of  the  debt  us  last 
year,  which  was  $3,000  for  the  bonds,  and  $10,000 
towards  the  floating  debt. 

I  would  also  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
$52,000  of  our  bonds  were  issued  prior  to  February, 
1862,  and  are,  consequently,  under  a  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  payable,  principal  and  interest,  in  gold. 
Of  this  amount  there  is  $6,120  due  in  January,  1871,  and 
while  I  trust  that  specie  payment  will  have  been  resumed 
by  that  time,  still  I  would  advise  that  we  accept  the 
situation  and  prepare  to  discharge  our  liabilities  according 
to  the  law. 

RAIIiBOADS. 

To  no  one  cause  does  our  city  owe  more  for  its  general 
prosperity  than  to  the    several   railroads  which  center 
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within  its  limits ;  thebr  importance  to  the  business  welfiire 
of  our  city  can  not  safely  be  overlooked.  Geographically 
situated  as  we  are,  with  the  sharp  competition  for  trade 
by  which  we  are  menaced,  it  behooves  us,  in  my  judgment, 
to  seriously  consider,  and  generously  embrace  any  and  all 
opportunities  to  retain  and  increase  the  business  &cilities 
which  we  are  now  to  so  large  an  extent  enjoying.  I  trust, 
gentlemen,  that  you  and  all  of  our  citizens,  will  carefully 
consider  this  matter,  not  only  in  regard  to  present,  but 
prospective  benefits.  Whatever  efforts  in  this  direction, 
may  engage  your  attention,  I  trust  they  may  be  consid- 
ered with  a  profound  sense  of  their  importance  and  a 
proper  regard  for  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  the  whole 
city. 

POLICE. 

A  branch  of  the  public  service  upon  which  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  our  city  so  largely  depends,  demands 
at  our  hands  the  selection  of  faithful  and  competent  offi- 
cers—  individuals  not  only  qualified  for  the  position  they 
are  called  upon  to  fill,  but  whose  previous  reputation  shall 
be  some  guarantee  that  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  will 
be  faithfully  and  promptly  performed.  At  a  proper  time, 
I  will,  with  your  permission,  indicate  such  police  as  I  am 
of  the  opinion  will  meet  the  reasonable  wishes  of  our  con- 
stituents. 

The  district  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  traversed  by 
a  night-watch,  would  seem  to  make  it  necessary  that  an 
additional  watchman  should  be  put  on  duty.  I  commend 
this  subject  to  your  consideration. 

A  few  years  since  a  site  was  purchased  whereon  to 
erect  a  suitable  building  for  the  use  of  the  police,  for  a 
lock-up,  and  for  other  purposes.  Subsequently  a  pkn 
was  procured  and  an  effort  made  to  commence  tiie  erection 
of  the  proposed  building.  The  plan  contemplates  an 
expenditure  of  some  $10,000.  At  a  more  favorable  time, 
with  a  plethoric  treasury,  and  a  'reasonable  ex5^^^»&<s^ 
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of  lighter  taxea,  this  mig^t  be  looktfl  upon  mth  a  degree 
of  fiiTor.  Considering  our  present  finmcial  condition, 
I  deem  it  nnwise  to  make  an  appropriation  for  this  pnr^ 
pose.  The  lock-up  now  in  use  is  unfit  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  intended,  and  I  respectfully  ask  an 
iq)propriation  sufficient  -either  to  remodel  the  present, 
or  erect  a  nek  one. 

SIBE  DEPABTBiEKT. 

The  Fire  Department,  under  the  wise  and  judicious 
management  of  the  Ctisy  Council  the  past  three  years,  has 
reached  a  d^ree  of  efficiency  wiiioh  is  justly  the  pride  of 
our  whole  city.  From  a  period  of  positive  alarmy  we  are 
enjoying  comparatiye  security.  The  department  is  com* 
posed  of  citizens,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  having 
interests  which  recognize  the  necessity  of  security,  good 
order,  and  gentlemanly  deportment.  Their  duties  are 
arduous,  ofttimos  dangerous,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
observe  the  generous  manner  with  which  our  citizens 
acknowledge  their  services. 

The  carriage  of  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  1,  is  heavy, 
and  I  repectfuUy  suggest  that  it  be  changed  for  one  much 
lighter.  The  engine-house  at  Fisherville  is  sadly  in  need 
of  repairs.  I  trust  a  special  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
pose will  be  granted. 

The  ordinance  relating  to  the  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ings within  a  prescribed  limit,  seems  to  me  to  be  a  judi- 
cious prohibition,  and  I  trust  will  be  rigidly  adhered  to. 

Some  two  years  since  an  appropriation  was  made  and  a 
site  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  suitable  build- 
ings for  the  use  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  for  such 
other  purposes  as  this  branch  of  the  public  service  requir- 
ed. However  desirable  such  buildings  may  be,  I  am 
constrained  to  believe,  in  view  of  the  present  accommoda- 
tions, and  our  present  pecuniaiy  wants,  that  neither  the 
firemen  nor  our  citizens  would  deem  it  prudent  to  malro 
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an  aiq)ax>priation  for  this  purpose.    I  therefore  recommend 
that  none  be  made. 

mOHWATS. 

Our  highways,  owmg  in  a  great  measure  to  the  storm 
of  October  hist,  are  in  a  bad  condition,  and  require  imme- 
diate and  extensive  repairs.  The  very  general  improve- 
ment in  our  sidewalks,  largely  consequent  upon  the  use 
of  concrete,  is  a  gratifying  circumstance,  rendering,  as  it 
does,  their  use  much  more  agreeable;  and  the  annual 
expense  to  the  city,  in  this  particular,  is  probably  not 
much  in  excess  of  what  it  would  be  without  its  use.  I 
recommend  an  appropriation  for  the  repairs  of  highways 
and  bridges  somewhat  in  excess  of  tiiat  of  the  year  just 
closed. 

SEWERAGE. 

A  system  of  sewerage,  contemplating  a  large  expendi- 
ture, has  been  inaugurated.  The  district  through  which 
it  has  thus  far  been  built  was  much  in  need  of  drainage, 
and  is  now  substantially  relieved.  The  brook  west  of 
Green  street  has  been  reached,  and  a  source  of  much  dis- 
comfort has  been  partially  overcome.  It  occurs  to  me 
that  a  dioice  of  inconveniences  would  tolerate  a  suspen- 
sion of  further  expenditure  in  this  direction  without  seri- 
ous detriment,  either  to  the  general  health  or  happiness  of 
our  citizens.  A  brief  period  will  elapse  before  our  State 
tax  will  be  largely  diminished,  when,  should  it  be  deemed 
expedient,  its  further  prosecution  can  be  entered  upon.  I 
recommend  that  no  appropriation  for  this  special  purpose 
be  made  the  present  year. 

UBBABT. 

I  am  gratified  to  observe  an  increasing  interest  in  the 
Pablic  Idfarary.  Under  the  systematic  and  caxefol  man- 
agement of  its  efficient  librarian,  but  few  books  have  been 
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lort,  and  all  have  been  kept  in  good  oondition.  The  nom- 
ber  of  its  snbaoribers  steadilyrincreaae,  and  the  number  of 
volumes  delivered  the  past  year  dlsdoses  an  increase  of 
over  thirty  per  cent.,  indicating  an  average  circulation  of 
each  volume  of  more  than  four  times. 

That  it  -vi^as  founded  in  wisdom  is  past  questiony  and 
that  a  proper  regard  for  the  wants  of  the  young  would 
suggest  a  liberal  appropriation,  is  but  the  dictate  of  com- 
mon foresight.  The  future  usefulness  of  the  library  will 
be  materially  enhanced  by  the  generous  legacy  of  the  late 
lamented  ex-Fresident  Pierce.  I  would  suggest  to  those 
having  surplus  means  and  a  desire  to  benefit  their  kind, 
that  a  donation  of  from  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  dollars 
or  more,  would  not  only  keep  their  memory  cherished 
now  and  hereafter,  but  would  place  the  public  under  an 
obligation  it  would  cheerfully  assume.  I  recommend  an 
appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

CITY  FARM. 

The  aty  Farm,  under  the  management  of  its  present 
overseer  and  matron,  is  prudently  and  successfully  man- 
aged. I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  rub- 
bling the  banks  of  the  iutervalo  lying  upon  the  river, 
thereby  preventing  an  annual  loss  of  land,  caused  by 
freshets.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  can  be  done  from 
the  profits  of  the  farm.  For  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
business  in  that  part  of  the  city,  I  would  recommend  the 
setting  apart  of  eligible  portions  of  the  farm  for  house 
lots.  This  can  be  done  without  detriment  to  its  useful- 
ness. Lots  of  convenient  size  could  be  disposed  of  upon 
such  terms  as  would  secure  the  erection  of  dwellings. 

The  experiment  of  sentencing  criminals  to  the  House  of 
Correction,  as  at  present  constituted,  has  proved  disas- 
trous. Their  unavoidable  contact  with  the  paupers  has 
resulted  in  evils  not  to  be  tolerated. 
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The  ravages  of'  intempeiMuicey  and  the  traffic  in  intoxi- 
cating drinks^  are  evib  which  must  arrest  the  attention  of 
every  right-minded  person.  A  healthier  sentiment  in  this 
regard  seems  to  be  making  itself  felt  on  every  hand.  It 
has  been  suggested  <*  that  this  evil  must  be  left  to  grow 
till  its  enormity  shall  awaken  public  sentiment  to  rise  in 
its  might  and  crush  it/'  This  novel  mode  of  dealing  witti 
this  or  any  other  evil,  does  not  meet  my  approbation.  It 
involves  sacrifices  far  too  great.  Fftcts  in  the  material 
world  i>rove,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  that  what  is  of 
the  most  lasting  value  is  longest  in  reaching  its  maturity. 
Judged  by  this  standard,  the  benefits  to  arise  firom  a 
practical  recognition  of  the  principles  of  total  abstinence 
fix>m  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  would  seem  to  be 
beyond  the  present  capacity  of  man  to  comprehend. 

I  cherish  a  hope  that  those  individuals  in  our  city  who, 
by  virtue  of  the  positions  they  occupy,  as  constituted 
agents  for  the  promotion  of  the  social,  moral  and  religious 
advancement  of  the  world,  as  well  as  every  lover  of  good 
order,  will,  upon  all  proper  occasions,  fail  not  to  impress 
upon  those  within  the  reach  of  their  influence,  the  folly 
and  wickedness  of  using  intoxicating  liquor  as  a  beverage. 
Those  means,  together  with  a  judicious  use  of  the  power 
placed  in  my  hands,  will,  I  trust,  aid  materially  in  extir- 
pating this  scourge  from  the  conmiunity. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  thank  you,  aiid 
through  you,  my  friends,  for  the  very  generous  support 
they  have  accorded  in  the  past.  With  this  renewed  mani- 
festation of  their  confidence,  I  can  assure  yoti,  one  and  all, 
that  it  will  be  my  earnest  endeavor  to  so  conduct  the 
municipal  affidrs,  as  tjiat  our  social,  moral  and  financial 
condition  may  be  materially  augmented. 

Abkaham  G.  Jones. 
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INAUGUBATED  TUESDAY,  HABCH  U.  1870. 


Abraham  G.  Jones,  Mayor. 

BOABD  OF  ALDSBMKH. 

Ward  1.  William  H.  Bell,  Fishemlle. 

2.  Joseph  T.  Clough,  East  Concord. 

3.  William  H.  Brown,  West  Concord. 

4.  Luther  P.  Durgin. 

5.  Daniel  F.  Secomb. 

6.  John  D.  Teel. 

7.  Nathan  W.  Gove. 

Charles  F.  Stewart,  Clerk. 

COMMON  COUNaL. 

Stillman  Humphrey,  JPresident, 

Ward  1.  Cyrus  Runnels,  Job  S.  Davis. 

2.  Daniel  Sanborn,  Josiah  S.  Locke. 

3.  Beuben  K.  Abbott,  Charles  H.  Famum. 

4.  Abner  C.  Holt,  Charles  P.  Blanchard. 

5.  Stillman  Humphrey,  James  H.  Chase. 

6.  Charles  H.  Abbott,  Prescott  F.  Stevens. 

7.  Andrew  S.  Smith,  Jacob  E.  Hutchins. 

L.  L.  Mower,  Clerk. 

ASSESSORS. 

Ward  1.    John  D.  Fife. 
**     2.    Albert  Stevens. 
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Wards. 

Jonathan  M.  Stewart. 

"     4. 

John  Abbott. 

'«     5. 

Curtis  White. 

"      6. 

Hazen  Pickering. 

"     7. 

William  S.  Curtice. 

STANDING  COHMTITEES  OF  THE  BOARD  6F  ALDEBUBN. 

On  Election  JRetums — Alderman  Brown. 
On  Engrossed  Ordinances — Alderman  Dm*gin.  - 
On  Second  Reading  of  Bills  —  Alderman  Bell. 
On  Abatement  of  Taxes — Alderman  Secomb. 

JOINT  STANDINa  OOMHITTEES. 

On  Finance  —  Alderman  D.  F.    Secomb;   Common 
Councilmen  Chase  and  Holt. 

On  Accounts   and    Claims  —  Alderman  J.  D.  Teel; 
Common  Councilmen  Stevens  and  Blanchard. 

On  Lands  and  Buildings  —  Alderman  J.  T.  Qou^; 
Common  Councilmen  Stevens  and  Abbott  of  Ward  8, 

On  City  Farm  —  Alderman  J.  T.  Clough;  Common 
Councilmen  Abbott  of  Ward  3  and  Famum. 

On  Cemeteries — Alderman  W.  H.  Brown;  Common 
Councilmen  Locke  and  Davis. 

On  Fire  Department  —  Alderman  J.  D.  Teel ;  Common 
Councilmen  Abbott  of  Ward  6  and  Hutchins. 

On  Lighting  Streets — Alderman  L.  P.  Durgin;  Com- 
mon Councilman  Chase  and  Hutchins. 
^On  Streets  and  Commons — Alderman  N.  W.  Grove; 
Common  Cguncilmen  Abbott  of  Ward  6  and  Smitii. 

On  Bridges  J  Sewers  and  Drains  —  Alderman  L.  P. 
Durgin ;  Common  Councilmen  Chase  and  Holt. 

On    JPublic    Instruction  —  Alderman   Bell;    Common 
Councilmen  Runnells  and  Sanborn. 

STANDINO  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

On  Election  Returns — ^Messrs.  Bunnels,  Smith  and  San- 
bom. 
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On  Second  Smding  of  BiM$-^VM&  Blannluad  Fam- 
um  and  Locke. 

On  JEngrosBed  Ordtnancea— Messrs.  AbUMfc  of  Ward  6, 
Davis  and  Bunnels. 

Oiiy  Olerh-^.  ¥.  Stewart.  Office  in  Citjr  Hall  Build- 
ing, south  entrance ;  house  267  Main  street. 

City  Treamrer — Samuel  C.  Eastman.  Office,  Bumford 
Block,  Main  street,  up  stairs. 

Oky  Viator— Lyman  T.  Flint. 

OoOectar  of  JfaKBes— William  H.  Allison. 

OUy  Marshal — John  Connell. 

AssUiani  Marshal — John  A.  Cobum. 

mghi  TTaecA— James  E.  Band,  Charles  H.  Jbaes. 

City  Physician — ^Albert  A.  Moulton. 

Assistant  City  Physician — C.  C.  Topliff. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor — ^Wards  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  Charles 
F.  Stewart. 

Health  Officers — John  Connell,  A.  A.  Moulton,  and 
Alderman  Daniel  F.  Secomb. 

Police  Justice — Sylvester  Dana. 

Special  Police  Justice  —  Arthur  Fletcher. 

Superintending  School  Committee  for  Wards  1,  2,  3 
and  7  —  Hiram  B.  Putnam,  John  B.  Curtis  and  Isaac 
N.  Abbott. 

Board  of  Education  for  Union  District — Joseph  B. 
Walker,  Elisha  Adams,  Amos  Hadley,  P.  B.  Cogswell, 
Samuel  C.  Eastman,  William  M.  Chase,  Hazen  Pickering, 
John  V.  Barron,  Abraham  J.  Prescott. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library  —  John  A.  Holmes,  Benja- 
min L.  Larkin,  Simeon  Abbott,  Amos  Hadley,  William 
H.  Kimball,  Hazen  Pickering  and  Isaac  N.  Abbott. 

Old  and  Blosson  Hill  Cemetery  Committee — John  M. 
Hill,  Peter  Dudley  and  John  G.  Lincoln. 

Hast  Concord  Cemetery  Committee  —  George  W.  Lake. 

Superintendent  of  Repairs  of  Highways  and  Bridges  — 
Abraham  G.  Jones. 


i^9ig>{t^Ater— Ifiai«9Q  Or  Haskpil. 

Police  Officers  —  John  ^Connelj^  Cterlet  H.  Jones, 
JomeB  E.  Biwidy  Charles  W.  Davis,  John  A.  Coburn  and 
Harrison  Parixidge. 

Special  Police  Officers— E.  H.  Houston,  X.  A.  Miller, 
Josiah  C.  Shaw,  James  M.  Jones,  Hall  B.  Sand,  N.  H. 
HaskeU,  James  H.  Bowell,  S.  M.  Griffin,  iJvah  C.  Fer- 
rin,  B.  M.  Ordway,  L.  H.  Oarroll,  Jacob  £•  Hutdiins, 
Joseph  C.  Twombly,  Moody  S.  Famum,  William  T. 
Locke,  Geo.  W.  Qiesley,  G^o.  W.  Locke,  Luther  P 
Fuller,  Isaac  Famum,  Bobert  Crowther,  I|.  K.  Famum, 
Simeon  Partridge,  Wyman  W.  Holdea»  CSiarles  H. 
Critchett,  Lewis  L.  Mower,  Jonathan  L.  inckering,  Lu- 
ther W.  Nichols,  Horace  S.  Abbott,  David  L.  Neal,  Ed- 
ward  B.  Bobinson,  E.  A.  H.  Hammond,  Samuel  W.  Shat- 
tuck  and  Loren  W.  Glysson. 


FffiE  DEPABTMENT. 

BOABD  OF  EKGINEEBS. 

John  M.  Hill,  Chief  Engineer. 

Amatant  Ungineers — Abel  B.  Holt,  Ilavid  L.  Neal, 
John  D.  Teel,  John  Whittaker,  James  Frye,  George  Par- 
tridge, N.  H.  Haskell;  John  D.  Teel,  Clerk. 

*'  Gov.  HilV  Steam  Fire  Engine  Company^  No.  1  — 
Daniel  W.  Long,  Foreman;  Augustus  B.  Manning,  As- 
sistant Foreman;  Beza  H.  Lincoln,  Clerk;  Aiigustus  H. 
Wiggin,  Engineer;  Daniel  W.  Long,  Aogustus  B.  Man- 
ning, Augustus  H.  Wiggin,  Stephen  Hlaney,  John  A. 
Lane,  Beza  H.  Lincoln,  Frank  G.  Mason,  Eugene  A. 
Bix,  Edwin  J.  Cheney,  Sylvester  G.  Long,  Bichard  M. 
Patten,  Andrew  B.  Carter,  Members;  Frank  Smart, 
Driver  of  Steamer. 

'* Eearsarge''  Steam  Fire  Engine  Con^u'y^  Ho«^ — 
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Daniel  B.  Newhall,  Foreman;  Qenfigd,  L.  LiOYejoy,  As- 
MMiafU  Forenum;  Oeozge  A.  Glorer,  Clerk;  Ben  F. 
Dunklee,  Fngineer;  Daniel  B.  Newhi|\l»  Gaoige  L. 
Lovejoy,  Greorge  A.  Glover,  Nathan  IL  Haskell,  William 
M.  Leaver,  Ben  F.  Dimklee,  Horace  D.  CSaiterj  ^Vil- 
limn  Badger,  Warren  H.  Coming,  John  C.  Shay,  Ar- 
thur L.  Currier,  Charles  Crow,  Creoi^e  Frazier,  Members. 

^EagU  Hose**  Company,  Ho.  1  —  Charles  M.  Lang, 
Foreman;  Orlando  S.  Emerson,  Assietani  Foreman;  Mo- 
ses T.  Palmer,  Clerk. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company ^  Ho.  1 — Daniel  Clifford, 
Foreman;  Andrew  H.  Webster,  Assistant  Foreman; 
Joseph  B.  Smart,  Clerk. 

Concord  Railroad  Hydrant  and  Hose  Company ,  No.  1 
— Edward  Studley,  Foreman;  Moses  W.  Dickerman, 
Assistant  Foreman;  Philip  Flanders,  Clerk. 

Jfbrthem  Railroad  Hydrant  ajj^d  Hose  Company,  iVo.  2 
—  James  N.  Lauder,  Foreman;  George  Harrington, 
Assistant  Foreman ;  Luther  W.  Nichols,  Clerk. 

"  Pioneer  "  Engine  Company y  No.  1  —  (Hand  Engine, 
Fisherville,) — John  Whittaker,  Foreman;  John  G.  War- 
ren, Assistant  Foreman;  Robert  Crowther,  1st  Engineer; 
Henry  C-  Briggs,  2d  Engineei*;  Calvin  Roberts,  Clerk. 

"  Old  Fort'*  Engine  Company^  No.  2 —  (Hand  Engine, 
East  Concord,) — George  W.  Moody,  Foreman;  Edmund 
S.  Curtis,  Assistant  Foreman;  John  E,  Frye,  Clerk. 

'^Niagara**  Engine  Company j  No.  3 — (Hand  Engine, 
West  Concord,) — ^Abiel  C.  Abbott,  Foreman ;  John  F. 
Rowe,  Assistant  Foreman ;  Moses  F.  Clough,  Clerk. 


HIGHWAY  SURVETOBS. 

1.    Albert  Stevens, 

5.     Moody  Famuni, 

2.     AVilliam  Hayward, 

6.     Solomon  C.  Sanders, 

3.    Rufus  Virgin, 

7.     Benjamin  L.  Larkin, 

4.    Thompson  Tenney , 

8-    William  T.  Locke, 
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B.  Fifek  Griffin, 
Charlds  Hall, 
John  Corliss, 
James  E.  Brown, 
William  Abbott, 
George  W.  Chesley, 
William  F.  Drew, 
Timothy  Carter, 
George  Lougee, 
I.  P.  Boyce. 
Edward  K.  Noyes. 


John  Abbott,  Moses  H.  Fammn,  James  Fry e,  Daniel 
Knowlton. 


10. 

Hiram  FwniSA,  '      y 
Jonathan  M.  Stewart^ 

21.  • 

11. 

22. 

12. 

MoseaH^Bean, 

23. 

13. 

John  D.  Fife, 

24. 

14. 

Joseph  S.  Hoit, 

25. 

15. 

Cyrus  Runnels, 

26. 

16. 

Albert  G.  Dow, 

29. 

17. 

Samuel  S.  Buzzell, 

30. 

18, 

John  V.  Aldrich, 

31. 

19. 

R.  K.  Abbott, 

32. 

20. 

Wm.  B.  Thompson, 

33. 

FENCE  VIEWEBS. 

SmiVETORS  OP  WOOD  AND  LUMBER. 

John  Abbott,  John  K.  Abbott,  Horace  S.  Abbott,  Jere- 
miah S.  Abbott,  Charles  W.  Ash,  John  Ballard,  William 
Ballard,  John  S.  Batchelder,  William  A.  Bean,  Charles 
C.  Bean,  Horace  Beals,  James  M.  Blake,  Duane  D.  Brai- 
nerd*,  Lorenzo  D.  Brown,  William  H.  Buntin,  William  A. 
Chesley,  Timothy  Carter,  Augustine  C.  Carter,  William 
Carr,  Henry  T.  Chickering,  Isaac  Clement,  Orrin  T. 
Clfeby,  Daniel  Clifford,  Joseph  T.  Clough,  William  A. 
Clough,  Charles  H.  Clough,  Au^gustus  W.  Collins,  Julius 
Josiah  Cooper,  Albert  A.  Currier,  Rodney  G.  Cutting, 
William  W.  Cloud,  Joel  C,  Danforth,  Elbridgo  Dimonnd, 
Lorenzo  Dow,  Hiram  Dow,  Samuel  Eastman,  Chandler 
Eastman,  Lowell  Eastman,  Eben  F.  Elliott,  Isaac  Emery, 
Isaac  Elwell,  Timothy  W.  Emery,  Hiram  Farrington, 
Edward  P.  Famum,  Abner  D.  Famum,  Henry  H.  Far- 
num,  John  D.  Fife,  Philip  Flanders,  John  E.  Fay, 
George  Frye,  Luther  P.  Fuller,  Benjamin  F.  Goodwin 
Charles  S.  Harper,  Joseph  Hazeltine,  Abner  C.  Holt, 
Mark  R.  Holt,  Abel  B.  Holt,  John  A,  BLoteaieft^  5«a^^'e^'^ . 
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Hoit,  Jacob  E.  Hutchins,  Eb^czor  B.  Hutchinson,  Dan- 
iel G,  Holmes,  Samuel  Hutchios,  Jo^Js^pa  S.  Kendall, 
Jchicl  D.  Knigbt,  Julius  Lord,  Henry  Martin,  Nicholas 
G.  Meade,  James  Moore,  Henry  M.  Moore,  Asa  H.  Mor- 
rill, James  S.  Norris,  Jeremiah  S.  Noyes,  Caleb  Parker, 
Harrison  Partridge,  George  A.  Pillsbury,  Frank  J.  Pills- 
bury,  George  B.  Pecker,  Nicholas  Quimby,  Noah  H.  Ean- 
let,  Charles  P.  Rowell,  Cyrus  Runnels,  Edward  Runnels, 
Shadrack  Scavey,  Thomas  Stuart,  Charles  E.  Thompson, 
John  G.  Warren,  Lyman  A.  Walker,  Atkinson  Webster, 
Daniel  S.  Webster,  Stephen  Webster,  Curtis  White,  John 
Whittaker,  George  B.  Whittredge. 

SURVEYORS  OP  STONE. 

!Moses  11.  Bean,  Henry  H.  Burns,  Josiah  Cooper,  Ed- 
ward Dow,  George  W.  Emcrton,  Franklin  Nutting,  Dan- 
iel Faruum,  Ira  Foster,  Albert  Knowlton,  John  Rowe, 
Albert  Knowles. 

SURVEYORS  OF  MASONRY. 

Joseph  K.  Bowers,  Henry  II.  Brown,  Edward  Dow, 
Lyman  R.  Fellows,  Richard  M.  Ordway. 

WEIGHERS  OF  HAY. 

Joseph  II.  Abbott,  Cliarles  W.  Ash,  John  Batchelder, 
Ilcnry  T.  Chickering,  Albei-t  A.  Currier,  Scth  R.  Dole, 
William  Dow,  Alonzo  Downing,  Francis  A.  Fisk,  Omar 
L.  Shepard,  James  F.  Hbit,  Joseph  B.  Hook,  Benjamin 
A.  Kimball,  Cyrus  W.  Paige,  Noah  II.  Ranlet,  Charles  A. 
Robinson,  Sylvester  Stevens,  Henry  C.  Sturtevant,  Geo. 
F.  Whittredge. 

SEALERS  OF  LEATHER. 

Moses  H.  Bean,  William  Gilman,  Chase  Hill,  Jacob  P. 
Sanders,  John  C.  TVioiii,  Cyc>\^^.'&^\\^^\i. 
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SEAL^Rd  OF  WEMIHTS  Ain>  MEASUBES. 

John  BatcteiSfer,  James  H.  Chase,  John  A.  West. 

POUND  KEEPER. 

Harrison  Partridge. 

CULLERS  OP  STAVES. 

Leonard  Bell,  William  Hayward,  Stephen  Quimby. 
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ANNUAL   REPORTS 

OV  TBB 

SCHOOLS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  CONCOKD. 


THE   REPORT   OP  THE    SCHOOL  COMMITTEE   OF 
WARDS  1,  2,  8  &  7. 

To  the  City  Council: 

The  Superintending  School  Committee  submit  the  fol- 
lowing Report : 

The  Board  of  Committee  for  the  schools  of  these  Wards 
has  been  the  same  for  the  current  year  as  it  was  for  the 
year  previous.  Our  work  has  been  substantially  the  same 
as  to  its  nature  and  extent.  It  has  been  our  endeavor  to 
acquaint  ourselves  fairly  with  the  schools  under  our 
respective  care;  to  direct,  criticise  and  approve,  in  the 
management  of  their  affairs,  according  to  our  best  judg- 
ment. We  have,  in  most  cases,  gone  beyond  the  "letter 
of  the  law,"  which  prescribes  two  visits  each  term  from 
the  Committee,  and  have  performed  **  works  of  grace,*'  in 
additional  visits,  that  we  might  gain  a  more  intelligent 
understanding  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  of  the 
work  done  by  them. 

As  the  result  of  these  visits  for  the  year,  we  are  glad  to 
be  able  to  say  that  we  consider  the  schools  in  a  very  fair 
condition.  In  the  amount  of  work  done,  in  thoroughness 
of  instruction,  in  the  discipline  of  the  school-room  and  in 
the  interest  of  parents,  we  feel  that  the  results  of  the 
present  year  are  slightly  more  favorable  than  those  of  the 
year  preceding.     A  few  of  the  Bclioo\%  Wn^  tv^^\v  ^5w«^^ 


the  average  grade  of  excellence,  and  have  given  unusual 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  Many  of  the  old  evils 
remain  in  full  force  to  embarrass  the  teachers  in  the  small 
schools  of  these  rural  districts.  The  terms  are,  for  the 
most  part,  very  short,  and  the  teacher  and  scholars  are 
tempted  to  a  hurried,  superficial  way  of  doing  things,  in 
order  that  the  closing  exercises  may  show  as  much  work 
accomplished  in  proportion  to  the  brief  limits  of  the 
school.  But  we  are  gratified  that,  in  spite  of  the  disad- 
vantages peculiar  to  these  districts,  we  have  been  able  to 
see  any  gain  or  upward  tendency  in  the  interests  of 
education  among  them  during  the  past  year.  There  is 
yet  much  to  be  accomplished,  but  it  is  encouraging  that 
there  is  no  retrograde  movement,  but  progress  rather, 
though  it  be  slight. 

We  hail  with  joy  the  establishment  and  opening  of  a 
Normal  School  in  this  State.  The  need  of  such  an  insti- 
tution is  most  apparent.  The  history  of  normal  schools  in 
other  places  justifies  us  in  expecting  great  good  to  accrue 
to  our  schools  from  this  gymnasium  or  training  school  for 
teachers.  We  shall  earnestly  reconmiend  our  Prudential 
Committees  to  set  their  faces  thitherward,  when  they  set 
out  to  find  a  teacher  for  "our  school."  It  has  come  to  be  an 
axiom  that  there  is  great  need  of  better  trained  instructors 
than  we  now  have.  It  is  our  conviction  that  the  teachers 
.  with  whom  we  have  had  to  do  this  year,  have  been  defi- 
cient more  in  thoroughness  of  drill,  methods  of  instruction, 
and  exhaustive  understanding  of  principles  they  were  to 
teach,  than  they  have  been  in  discipline  or  power  to 
ofovern  well  a  school.  The  examination  of  candidates  for 
teaching  has  brought  out  very  plainly  this  lack.  We  have 
l)een  surprised  that  the  qualifications  of  those  applying  to 
us  for  certificates  have  been,  as  a  general  thing,  so  imper- 
fect,— that  the  average  of  mere  intellectual  attainment  for 
the  work  of  teaching  even  our  common  schools  was  not 
greater. 


We  hope  the  departure  from  the  8taii<}fird  of  Oold- 
smith's  old-time  school-master  will  not  be  too  great : — 

^'The  village  all  declared  how  much  he  knew ; 
'Twas  certain  he  could  write  and  cipher  too ; 
♦    ♦    ♦    And  still  the^wonder  grew, 
That  one  small  head  should  carry  all  he  knew." 

It  is  very  desirable  that  all  who  offer  themselves  as 
candidates  for  teachers  should  be  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  principles  of  the  studies  they  expect  to  find  in 
their  schools.  Certainly  it  is  to  be  desired,  for  the 
interest  of  all  concerned,  that  the  greatness  rather  than 
the  paucity  of  their  attainments  should  be  an  object  of 
wonder.  We  are  confident  that  a  Normal  School  will  do 
more  and  better  in  furnishing  well-trained  teachers,  than 
Teachers'  Institutes  ever  have  done  or  can  do. 

Many  of  our  school-rooms  are  entirely  without  appara- 
tus. We  suggest  to  those  interested,  the  importance  of 
having  each  school-room  furnished  with,  at  lexLSt^  a  globe, 
some  modem  outline  maps,  and  a  large  dictionary. 

We  submit  further  remarks  on  the  condition  of  particu- 
lar schools. 

District  No.  1. 

Winter  Term — Length,  14  weeks;  wages,  $30.00; 
scholars,  27  ;  average  attendance,  23.    . 

The  event  of  great  interest  in  this  district,  during  the 
past  year,  has  been  the  erection  and  completion  of  a  new 
brick  school-house.  A  very  tasteful,  commodious  and 
attractive  building  has  taken  the  place  of  the  old  one. 
It  is  supplied  with  modern  school  ftimiture  and  seems 
well  adapted,  in  every  way,  to  subserve  the  cause  of 
education.  To  provide  such  a  house  for  their  scholars  is 
a  great  credit  to  this  district ;  it  will  be  a  great  help  to 
teachers,  and  have  an  educating,  elevating  influence  upon 
the  pupils  who  come  within  its  waW^. 
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There  was  no  Summer  session  of  school  here  on  aooonnt 
of  the  building  which  was  in  progress.  Tbe  school  gave 
evidence  of  making  good  use  of  their  new  house,  when 
they  did  occupy  it,  during  the  Winter  term  of  fourteen 
weeks.  The  teacher,  Miss  Susan  A.  Famum,  worked 
earnestly  for  the  interests  of  her  charge,  and  seemed  to 
meet  a  willing  and  obedient  response  from  her  scholars. 
The  discipline  and  instruction  were  good,  and  the  results, 
as  shown  at  the  closing  exercises,  very  commendable,    p. 

DiSTBICT  No.   2. 

FiBST  Term — ^Length,  8  weeks ;  wages,  $20.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 22 ;  average  attendance,  19. 

Second  Tebm — Length,  14  weeks;  wages,  $24.00; 
scholars,  24. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  L.  M.  Wallace,  Dur- 
ing tlie  first  term  the  scholars  made  fair  progress.  The 
discipline  was  mild,  but  firm,  and  when  visited,  the  school 
appeared  well.  Miss  W,  commenced  the  school  the 
second  term,  but  a  few  weeks  before  its  close  left  it,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Committee,  to  accept  another  situation. 
A  substitute  was  provided,  but  we  can  say  nothing  of 
the  appearance  of  the  school  at  its  close,  as  the  Superin- 
tending Committee  received  no  notice  of  the  time  of  the 
examination  exercises,  and  therefore  made  no  ^isit.      p. 

District  No.  4. 

First  Term — Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $20.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 14 ;  average  attendance,  13. 

Second  Term — Length,  11  weeks;  wages,  $20.00; 
scholars,  14;  average  attendance,  11. 

This  district  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  for  each 
of  its  terms  this  year,  a  good  teacher  from  within  its  own 
limits. 

Miss  Jennie  B.  Abbott  was  the  teacher  for  the  Summer. 
She  was  untiring  in  Viet  e&>tVA  iox  tJbi<^  advancement  of 


her  scholars,  and  they  were  not  without  success.  There 
seemed  perfect  harmony  between  teacher  and  scholars, 
and  the  cordial  interest  of  parents  helped  to  make  the 
term  an  unusually  pleasant  and  profitable  one.  Special 
attention  was  given,  in  this  school,  to  drill  in  reading, 
with  noticeable  improvement  in  that  branch  as  the  result. 
Five  pupils  were  not  absent  for  a  single  half-day  during 
the  term,  and  the  Register  gives  the  names  of  six  girls 
who  had  not  whispered  during  the  term. 

The  Winter  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Lucinda  F. 
Carter.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  was  the  same  as 
in  the  Summer,  but  they  were  not  all  the  same  scholars, 
and  the  average  attendance  was  less,  and  the  grade  of 
scholarship  lower,  than  in  the  Summer.  Miss  Carter 
brought  to  this,  her  first  experience  in  teaching,  a  spirit 
of  earnestness  and  patience,  and*  perhaps  accomplished  as 
much  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.  p. 

District  No.  5. 

First  Term — Length,  6  weeks ;  wages,  $20.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 7  ;  average  attendance,  6. 

Second  Term — Length,  12  weeks;  wages,  $30.00; 
scholars,  12 ;  average  attendance,  10. 

First  term.  Miss  Helen  F.  Farnsworth,  teacher.  Miss 
F.  was  not  a  stranger  in  this  school.  The  same  happy 
qualities  which  made  her  labors  so  acceptable  in  this 
district  in  a  previous  term,  were  manifest  during  the  few 
weeks  of  the  Summer  session.  The  scholars  were  inter- 
ested, obedient  and  studious,  and  the  exercises  of  the 
last  day  were  in  keeping  with  the  excellent  character  of 
the  school. 

The  Winter  school  was  imder  the  instruction  of  Miss  L. 
J.  Andrews,  an  experienced  teacher,  who  well  sustained 
the  reputation  she  had  earned  in  other  schools  as  a  practi- 
cal, successful  instructor.  The  variety  of  text-books  and 
the  number  of  classes  found  in  this  ^1\ooV  ^^&  \s>5&?j 
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amazing.  It  is  confusing  to  a  teacher  and  unprofitable  fi)r 
pnpils  to  have  a  school  divided  into  such  an  extraragant 
number  of  classes.  Some  of  the  smaller  scholars,  under 
the  patient,  laborious  training  they  received,  made  rery 
perceptible  progress.  The  rhetorical  exercises  at  the 
close  of  the  term,  showed  that  there  were  some  rery 
promising  young  orators  in  that  district.  p. 

DisrmcT  No.  6. 

First  Term — ^Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $18.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 4 ;  average  attendance,  4. 

Second  Term — Length,  10  weeks;  wages,  $18.00; 
scholars,  4 ;  average  attendance,  4. 

This  school  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  Carrie  E. 
Ingalls  in  the  Summer,  aud  Miss  Mary  E.  Brown  in  the 
Autumn. 

The  same  features  which  have  marked  this  school  in 
previous  terms  were  peculiar  to  it  during  the  past  year. 
The  same  four  scholars  were  most  regular  in  attendance, 
diligent  in  their  work,  showing,  at  the  close  of  each  term, 
that  time  and  money,  expended  for  their  education,  had 
not  been  wasted.  The  class  in  mental  arithmetic  had 
made  unusual  attainments  in  that  important  study,  and  at 
the  public  examination,  the  second  term,  showed  a  rare 
expertness  in  dealing  with  figures  by  mental  operations. 
The  reading  was  a  little  too  rapid  and  indistinct,  and 
these  points  will  need  special  attention  in  the  future,  that 
the  pupils  may  become  not  only  coiTect^  but  also  engaging 
and  expressive  readers. 

The  teachers  both  found  this  a  pleasant  school,  and  they 
had  the  cooperation  and  approval  of  the  parents,  as  well 
as  the  gi'ateful  love  of  their  scholars.  p. 

District  No.  7. 

First  Teiwi — Length,  8  weeks ;  wages,  $24.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 14;  average  attendaxice^W. 
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Second  Tebh — Length,  10  weeks;  wages,  $30.00; 
scholars,  15 ;  average  attendance,  9. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Nellie  Ingalls. 
The  Winter  term  by  Miss  Clara  B.  Brown.  The  scholars 
appeared  well  at  both  examinations,  and  a  conmiendable 
degree  of  improvement  was  noticed. 

Parents  should  be  slow  to  take  their  children  frotn 
school,  even  if  matters  are  not  quite  to  their  liking.  Our 
schools  are  small  at  the  best,  and  we  should  do  all  we  can 
to  make  scholars  interested  and  regular  at  school.  Num- 
ber of  tardy  marks,  108,  being  1.22  per  day.  a. 

District  No.  8. 

First  Term — Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $24.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 18  ;  average  attendance,  15. 

Second  Term — Length,  17i  weeks;  wages,  $30.00; 
scholars,  25  ;  average  attendance,  18. 

Both  terms  of  this  school  have  been  under  the  charge 
of  Miss  Alice  P.  Cilley.  Miss  C.  is  a  good  teacher  and 
succeeded  well  in  maintaining  order,  and  the  scholars 
were  interested  in  their  studies  through  a  long  term  of 
over  seventeen  weeks.  Boarding  with  the  scholars  was 
practiced  in  this  district.  The  teacher,  in  her  remarks, 
expressed  her  gratitude  to  the  parents  for  the  kind  and 
respectful  manner  in  which  she  was  at  all  times  treated. 

A. 

District  No.  12. 

First  Term — Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $28.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 39 ;  average  attendance,  35. 

Second  Term — Length,  16  weeks;  wages,  $28.00; 
scholars,  46 ;  average  attendance,  38. 

The  Summer  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  D.  Gale, 
who  fully  sustained  the  high  reputation  which  she  had 
previously  acquired  in  this  district. 

The  Winter  term  was  kept  by  Mrs.  Nellie  M.  Staniels. 
Most  of  the  scholars  attending  tVi^  pw*.  ^e«t  >mct^  \i<^«c^ 
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well  disposed  and  unusuaUj  attentiVe  to  their  studies. 
The  dosing  examination  was  Yeiy  satisfiuitoiy,  and  re- 
oeived  the  hearty  approbation  of  an  appreeiatire  audienoe. 
Irregularity  in  attendance  should  be  remedied  fay  care  on 
the  part  of  parents.  c. 

District  No.  13. 

FiBST  Tebm — Lengthy  10  weeks ;  wages,  $27.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 24 ;  average  attendance,  17. 

Second  Term — Length,  12  weeks;  wages,  $32.00; 
scholars,  20 ;  average  attendance,  17. 

The  Summer  and  Winter  terms  of  this  school  were 
taught  by  Miss  Nettie  S.  Wheeler.  Considering  the  little 
interest  manifested  by  some  of  the  parents,  and  the 
marked  irregularity  among  some  of  the  larger  scholars, 
we  think  the  teacher  desciTiug  of  much  praise  for  the 
faithful  aud  efficient  manner  in  which  she  conducted  the 
school  to  its  close.  c. 

DiSTiuCT  No.  14. 

First  Term — Length,  8  weeks ;  wages,  $22.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 19  ;  average  attendance,  16. 

Second  Tersi — Length,  8  weeks;  .wages,  $24.00; 
scholars,  20 ;  average  attendance,  18. 

This  school  has  been  unusually  prosperous  and  success- 
ful under  the  faithful  instruction  of  Miss  Clara  Blake. 
Good  order  and  promptness  were  characteristics  of  the 
school.  c. 

District  No.  15. 

Second  Term — Length,  15  weeks;  wages,  $28.00; 
scholars,  20 ;  average  attendance,  16. 

The  Summer  school  in  this  district  was  a  failure.  The 
teacher,  though  well  educated,  failed  in  other  essential 
qualifications,  and  after  a  few  weeks  of  unsuccessful  effort, 
the  school  was  closed. 
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The  Winter  temi  was  taught  by  Miss  Sarah  H.  Fifield, 
a  teacher  who  seemed  to  comprehend  the  true  meaning  of 
the  term  educate.  The  scholars,  though  younger  than 
usual,  manifested  a  capacity  to  comprehend  the  various 
subjects  taught.  The  discipline  of  the  school  was  mild, 
yet  decided.    The  closing  exercises  were  very  satisfactory. 

District  No.  16. 

First  Term — Length,  6  weeks ;  wages,  $20.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 6  ;  average  attendance,  5. 

Second  Term — Length,  9  weeks;  wages,  $20.00; 
scholars,  7;  average  attendance, '6. 

Miss  Mary  Kimball,  teacher  of  both  terms.  This  school, 
though  small,  has  had  a  good  teacher,  but  poor  accommo- 
dations. Three  scholars  are  reported  by  the  teacher  as 
not  being  absent  or  tardy  during  the  fifteen  weeks.      a. 

District  No.  18. 

First  Term — Length,  12  weeks ;  wages,  $26.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 18  ;  average  attendance,  14. 

Second  Term — Length,  15  weeks;  wages,  $30.00; 
scholars,  30;  average  attendance,  21, 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  May  Holmes. 
The  closing  examination  proved  that  the  teacher  had  not 
labored  in  vain.  Good  improvement  and  thoroughness  in 
the  studies  pursued  was  noticed.  Several  scholars'  names 
were  read  by  the  teacher  as  not  having  whispered  during 
the  term. 

The  Winter  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  Underwood. 
For  circumstances  that  we  could  not  avoid,  our  last  visit 
to  this  school  was  not  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  exami« 
nation.  .  Miss  Underwood  possesses  good  qualifications 
for  the  duties  of  a  teacher.  In  her  report  she  says :.  *'It 
has  been  my  intention  to  allow  no  lesson  to  be  passed 
over  until  fully  understood  by  all  m^mb^T^  ^i  ^JaRk  ^^s^as^^ 


It 

I  have  nevw  attempted  to  teaeh  them  aayfliiiig  niddi 
would  be  Bhowyy  miless  also  im^I,  but  haire  endeaTOied 
to  inculcate  the  lesson,  that  in  all  things  tibey  shonld  try 
to  be,  ittther  than  seem.**  Eleven  soholan  (more  than 
half  the  average  number),  attended  school  seventy  aiod 
one  half-days,  out  of  seventy-two  diays.  A  &ct  woithy  of 
notice.  .  a. 

DiSTBIOT  No,  19. 

EiBST  Tebm— Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $32.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 41 ;  average  attendance,  33. 

Second  Term — Length,  16  weeks;  wages,  $37.00; 
scholars,  45 ;  average  attendance,  33. 

The  school  in  this  district  for  the  past  year,  has  been 
under  the  care  of  Miss  Nancie  M.  Foster,  a  faithful  and 
efficient  teacher.  Good  order  and  marked  improvement 
were  manifest  throughout  the  year.  c. 

District  No.  22. 

First  Term — Length,  7  weeks;  wages,  $30.00;  schol- 
ars, 23 ;  average  attendance,  18. 

Second  Term — Length,  11  weeks;  wages,  $28.00; 
scholars,  38  ;  average  attendance,  31. 

The  Summer  term  was  taught  by  Miss  Olive  B.  Jack- 
man. 

Winter  term — Sophronia  T.  Kimball,  teacher.  The 
school  has  been  well  managed  and  very  successful  through 
the  year.  The  closing  term  finds  this  school  taking  a 
higher  stand  than  usual  in  point  of  scholarship,  while  its 
improvement  in  other  respects  is  very  commendable. 
The  closing  exercises  were  very  gratifying  to  a  large 
number  of  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  district,  who 
were  present.  c. 

District  No.  23. 

First  Term — ^Length,  18  weeks ;  wages,  $20.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 10 ;  average  alteiidaiiCA,  ^« 


13 

Seoond  Term — Length,  13  weeks;  wages,  $20.00; 
scholars,  13 ;  average  attendance,  10. 

This  district  is  united  with  No.  1,  in  Bow.  Eight 
scholars  from  Bow,  and  three  from  Concord,  attended 
school  during  the  Winter  term. 

The  school  for  the  year  has  been  under  the  instruction 
of  Miss  Hannah  W.  Heath.  Miss  H.  has  taught  five 
terms  in  this  district,  which  speaks  well  for  her  ability  to 
give  satisfaction  as  a  teacher.  a. 

District  No.  24. 

First  Term — ^Length,  10  weeks ;  wages,  $26.00 ;  schol- 
ars, 15  ;  average  attendance,  14. 

Second  Term — Length,  12  weeks;  wages,  $28.00; 
scholars,  14 ;  average  attendance,  12. 

Third  Term— ^Length,  12  weeks;  wages,  $28.00; 
scholars,  15 ;  average  attendance,  11. 

This  district  is  united  with  No.  24,  in  Hopkinton. 
Seven  scholars  from  Hopkinton,  and  eight  from  Concord, 
attended  school  during  the  last  term.  Miss  Abbie  C» 
Morse  has  been  the  teacher  during  the  year.  A  deep 
interest  in  the  school  is  taken  by  the  parents,  as  shown  by 
their  visits  to  the  school-room,  and  by  liberal  contribu- 
tions to  lengthen  the  school.  The  closing  examination 
showed  a  good  degree  of  improvement  in  the  branches' 
attended  to.  Several  recitations  and  a  paper  added  mate- 
rially to  the  exercises.  Only  72  tardy  marks  are  reported, 
being  about  one  for  every  two  days.  A. 

H.  B.  Putnam, 
J.  B.  Curtis, 
I.  N.  Abbott, 
Superintending  School  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  3. 
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The  Superintending  Committee  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  schools  in  this  district : 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  give  it  as  our  judgment, 
that  both  the  Grammar  and  Primary  departments  of  our 
school  were  in  a  manifestly  better  condition  at  the  close 
of  the  school  year  than  they  were  at  its  beginning.  In 
the  particulars  of  regularity  and  punctuality  of  attend- 
ance, the  Registers  of  each  school  show  a  marked  im- 
provement during  the  last  term. 

In  the  Primary  school  there  has  been  a  rhauge  of 
teachers  each  term.  The  teachers  have  been — first  teim, 
Miss  Susan  A.  Farnum ;  second  term,  Miss  Belle  N. 
Blackinton ;  third  term.  Miss  Hannah  S.  Farnum.  Each 
of  these  ladies  labored  with  fidelity  in  the  school-room, 
and  gained  the  love  of  their  pupils,  the  confidence  of 
parents  and  the  respect  of  all.  In  justice  to  the  teachers, 
of  the  first  two  terms,  it  should  be  remarked  that  a  single 
term,  or  even  two  terms,  is  a  short  time  in  which  to  judge 
of  one's  fitness  for  the  charge  of  such  a  school ;  still,  at 
the  close  of  each  of  these  sessions,  there  were  circum- 
stances, not  to  be  well  indicated  lu  few  words,  which 
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made  it  seem  best  to  those  having  the  care  of  the  school, 
to  make  a  change  in  the  instruction. 
'  Dmring  the  Winter  term  this  school  steadily  improved, 
both  in  the  order  of  the  scholars  and  in  the  character  of 
their  class  exercises.  The  closing  examination  gave  evi*^ 
dence  of  the  teacher's  patient  effort  to  correct  old  fSsiultSy 
especially  in  the  reading  of  her  scholars,  and  to  guide  in 
the  formation  of  those  habits  which  should  be  a  help  and 
not  a  hindrance  to  future  progress. 

The  Grammar  school  was  under  the  care  of  Miss  Addie 
A.  Butrick  for  the  Summer  and  Fall  terms.  The  attend- 
ance of  the  first  term  was  somewhat  interrupted  by  sick- 
ness among  the  scholars.  There  were  too  many  classes  by 
far  each  term.  This  was  a  serious  disadvantage  and  was 
enough  to  prevent  the  most  satisfactory  results.  This 
accounts,  in  part,  it  may  be,  for  that  lack  in  thoroughness 
of  instruction  which  was  evident  in  some  of  the  closing 
exercises.  Miss  Butrick  was  an  admirable  disciplinarian. 
Order  and  quiet  were  uniform  features  of  her  school,  and 
these  excellent  results  were  secured  by  very  simple  meas- 
ures and  with  little  apparent  effort. 

Miss  Lucy  L.  Holden  taught  in  the  Grammar  depart- 
ment during  the  Winter.  Perhaps  the  distinguishing 
excellence  of  the  school-work  of  this  term,  was  the  care- 
ful, exhaustive  drill  in  the  elementary  principles  of  each 
study  pursued.  The  grade  of  scholarship  in  this  school  is 
not  high  for  a  Grammar  school,  but  low.  It  may  have 
seemed  this  term  to  be  brought  down  below  even  its  usual 
standard,  from  the  fact  that  the  larger  scholars,  the  entire 
first  class,  spent  quite  a  part  of  their  time  on  mental  arith- 
metic. It  was  a  most  wholesome  change.  If  the  system 
of  instruction  adopted  this  winter  could  be  faithfully  fol- 
lowed for  a  few  terms,  it  would  decidedly  raise  the  stand- 
ing of  the  school.  The  system  consists  simply  in  thisy — 
putting  scholars  just  where  they  belong  in  their  studies, 
and  then  allowing  them  to  advance  only  as  fast  as  the^ 
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thoroughly  undentand  and  master  each  new  principle  at 
it  comes  up.  The  enthusiasm  with  which  the  teacher 
labored  for  the  improvement  of  her  pupils »  in  aelf-diad- 
pline  and  oharaoter,  as  well  as  in  intelleotual,  growth,  de- 
serve the  hearty  gratitude  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
cause  of  the  best  education  among  us. 

Your  Ciommittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  interests  of 
these  schools  would  be  quite  as  well  subserved  by  a  board 
of  committee  consisting  of  three  members,  as  by  one  of 
five,  and  they  would  respectfully  suggest  that  such  a 
change  be  made. 

Most  respectfully  submitted, 

H.  B.   PUTKAH, 

B.  S.  Davis, 

S.  E.   HOLDEN, 

A.  S.  Faenum, 
E.  A.  Abbott, 
Superintending  School  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  DISTRICT  NO.  20. 


To  the  Legal  Voters  of  said  District: 

In  submitting  our  annual  report,  your  Committee  will  at 
once  pass  over  that  amount  of  generalities  that  usually 
preface  reports  of  this  kind,  and  proceed  at  once  to  facts 
and  figures.  It  will  be  recollected,  that,  at  our  last  annu- 
al school  meeting,  the  district  very  generously  submitted 
the  subject  matter  of  dividing  our  Primary  school  to  the 
Superintendents.  Such  division  was  effected  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Summer  terms,  and  it  has  been  a  com- 
plete success.  The  Second  Primary  school  has  been, 
during  the  whole  year,  under  the  instruction  of  Miss 
Lizzie  E.  Rolfe.  At  the  commencement  of  her  first  term, 
your  Committee  found  quite  a  large  number  of  scholars  in 
her  department,  whose  ages  varied  from  five  to  eight 
years.  Many  of  them  were  new  scholars,  while  the  re- 
mainder were  the  younger  portion  of  the  former  Primary 
school.  Most  of  them  had  never  been  subjected  to  any 
kind  of  school  discipline,  and  for  the  first  few  days,  con- 
fusion reigned  supreme.  However,  the  teacher  labored 
with  untiring  zeal ;  order  was  soon  restored,  and  during 
the  remainder  of  the  terms,  it  was  almost  perfect.  At  the 
closing  examination  we  found  great  improvment  in  read- 
ing and  spelling,  as  well  as  in  order.  A  marked  attach- 
ment for  the  teacher  was  also  visible,  which  is  sufficient 
evidence  that  her  services  were  well  appreciated.  The 
improvement  made  in  this  department  alone,  by  the  divis- 
ion, has  well  paid  for  all  extra  expense. 

The  First  Primary  school  was  under  the  instruction  of 
Mrs.  Abie  B.  Goodwin.    Here  we  ioMXiA.  ^^«t^3>2K«\%  va. 
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good  order.  Mrs.  Groodwin  is  an  old  and  experienced 
teacher,  and  is  well  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  all  con- 
cerned. This  school  was  composed  mostly  of  the  largif 
portion  of  the  former  Primary  school.  The  rigid  disci- 
pline which  these  scholars  have  been  under  during  our 
last  three  terms,  will  render  them  fit  subjects  for  the  In- 
termediate and  Grammar  schools.  The  closing  examina- 
tion was  perfectly  satisfactory. 

The  Intermediate  school  was  again  under  the  instsuction 
of  Miss  Julia  A.  Abbott.  The  last  three  terms  taught  by 
Miss  Abbott  make,  in  all  that  she  has  taught  in  this  de- 
partment, eight  terms.  This  fact  alone  speaks  more  in 
her  praise  than  any  words  of  ours.  The  happiest  rela- 
tions seemed  to  exist  between  the  teacher  and  scholars ; 
both  worked  together  to  make  a  good  school,  and  they 
succeeded  admirably. 

The  first  two  terms  of  the  Grammar  school  were  taught 
by  Miss  Susan  C.  Eastman.  Miss  Eastman,  as  a  teacher, 
lias  few  superiors.  In  scholarship  she  ranks  among  the 
first,  and  her  faculty  for  imparting  instniction  to  others 
is  almost  without  a  parallel.  Iler  closing  examination 
was  all  that  could  be  expected. 

The  Winter  term  of  this  department  was  taught  by  Miss 
Ellen  K.  Abbott.  It  will  be  noticed  by  the  Statistical 
Rcpoi-t  that  is  to  follow,  that  this  school  was  much  larger 
in  numbers  than  at  the  two  preceding  terms.  Miss  Abl)ott 
brought  with  her  a  reputation  as  a  teacher  that  called  to- 
gether many  older  and  more  advanced  scholars.  Many  of 
these  had  been  members  of  the  High  school,  and  certainly 
it  is  a  high  compliment  to  Miss  Abbott,  that  they  were 
willing  to  give  up  the  superior  advantages  there  enjoyed, 
and  place  themselves  under  her  instruction,  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  higher  compliment  to  the  district,  that  they  have 
a  school  that  is  so  well  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the 
parents  of  these  scholars.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  pa- 
rents and  friends  for  their  attendance  at  the  closing  exam- 
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ination,  and  thus  becoming  witnesses  of  the  high  standing 
and  prosperity  of  the  school.  Your  Committee  can  truly 
say,  that,  in  every  department,  the  examinations  have 
been  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  their  only  regret  is,  that 
they  were  not  witnessed  by  the  whole  district. 

STATISTICAL  REPORT. 

Whole  amount  of  money  received  from  all  sources, 
♦973.77. 

For  disbursements  and  expenditures,  see  report  of  your 
Prudential  Committee. 


TABLE  OF  ATTENDANCE. 


Term. 


OJ 

tr 

ft 

-1 

ii 

S-5 

H 

ll 

«1 

ECO 

lu 

42 

m 

f^^.UU 

JU 

fi,* 

:mi 

att.oo 

11 

50 

m 

90.(M^ 

m 

44 

40 

^,00 

10 

U 

a^i 

24.00 

11 

i^ 

3tl 

24  UU 

k*i 

44 

U5 

SdOO 

1« 

41 

^ 

^M 

31 

•^ 

'Xi 

SHjOO 

3D 

4C 

SiiS 

^UtjOtl 

30 

40 

BO 

mM 

31 

ii« 

Ri 

3G*00 

i¥\\\\ 

t  Summer. 

jFiiU 

(  VV  Inter., 

(Winter.. 
{ Summer. 


There  is  much  subject  matter,  which  all  pertains  to  the 
management  of  our  schools,  that,  in  the  judgment  of 
your  Committee,  would  more  properly  come  up  under 
the  last  article  in  your  school  warrant,  than  in  their 
report.  In  conclusion,  your  Committee  can  not  fail  to 
congratulate  the  district  upon  the  continued  prosperity  of 
their  schools.  When  we  take  into  account  the  amount  of 
money  expended  for  teachers — the  number  of  teachers 
employed,  and  the  number  of  scholars  attending  school — 
it  certainly  shows  a  work  of  great  magnitude,. and  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  that  those  having  the  matter  in  charge 
make  some  mistakes.     And  if  there  arc  auy  ^Vlq  ^t^  ^i^- 
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posed  to  cavil  or  iind  fault,  then  all  we  ask  of  them  is, 
that  when  our  terms  of  office  expire,  they  come  forward 
and  take  our  places. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Abial  Roi^fe, 
Geobge  S.  Morrill, 
C.  C.  Topijpp, 
Superintending  School  OommiUee. 


V 

TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  BOARD   OF  EDUCATION 

OF 

UNION   SCHOOL   DISTRICT. 


It  is  gratifying  to  the  Board  of  Education  to  be  able  to 
announce  in  this,  their  Twelfth  Annual  Report,  the  con- 
tinued prosperity  and  improvement  of  the  schools  in 
Union  District.  The  attendance  of  pupils  during  the 
past  year  attests,  both  in  number  and  regularity,  that 
the  popular  appreciation  of  the  value  of  school  time  and 
school  privileges  is  heightening  in  our  community,  and 
that  the  earnest  efforts  made  by  most  of  our  teachers  to 
promote  regular  attendance  have  been  successful.  The 
whole  number  of  pupils  attending  for  the  year  1870,  has 
been  1727,  with  an  average  of  1313.  The  same  items 
for  1869  were,  1663  and  1286. 

Our  graded  system  is  surely  and  steadily  accomplishing 
its  wise  design.  It  has  had,  however,  and  still  has,  some 
difficulties  with  which  to  contend,  arising  from  inadequate 
school-house  accommodations.  The  erection  of  the  com- 
modious building  on  West  street,  will  give  relief  in  this 
respect  at  the  south  end  of  the  district;  while,  at  the 
north  end,  a  similar  structure  should  be  built  at  the 
earliest  practicable  day,  for  the  better  accommodation  of 
the  increasing  number  of  pupils,  and  their  more  regular 
gradation  and  classification.  The  erection  of  the  Pena- 
cook  School  necessitates  some  changes  of  school  limits, 
and  would  seem  to  render  the  continuance  of  the  small 
mixed  school  at  the  "Eleven  Lola"  \x\mfeCi^^«Kn  *    'TtjkSi^^v 
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yrho  have  been  accustomed  to  attend  the  latter  will  find 
the  fonner,  with  its  regular  gradation,  and  other  advan- 
tagesy  a  more  than  sufficient  compensation  for  a  little 
additional  travel. 

The  corps  of  instruction  has  remained  reasonably 
permanent  during  the  year.  The  teachers  have  gen- 
erally proved  themselves  competent.  They  might  be 
here  graded  by  name  according  to  merit,  but  it  is  not 
deemed  advisable  thus  publicly  to  classify  them.  Many 
of  them  have  shown  decided  improvement  in  excellence 
of  management  and  instruction;  a  few  may,  possibly, 
have  manifested  some  falling  off.  But  for  the  latter, 
confidential  suggestions  from  the  supervisory  officers 
would  probably  serve  a  better  purpose  than  the  introduc- 
tion of  any  personal  exposure  into  an  annual  report.  But 
it  may  be  well  here  to  suggest  as  a  practical  truth,  that 
unless  he  who  is  engaged  in  the  great  and  difficult  work  of 
teaching  shall  progress,  he  will  surely  recede;  the  foot- 
hold of  the  stand-still  in  this  profession  crumbles  away. 

The  following  persons  have  tiiught  in  the  various  grades 
during  the  year : — 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Bartloy,  Principal ;  Miss  Sarah  E.  Blair  and 
Miss  Abby  B.  Parker,  Assistants. 

Miss  Mary  L.  Thompson  taught  a  few  weeks  of  the  re- 
cent Winter  term  for  Miss  Blair,  who  was  temporarily 
detained  from  duty  by  ill  health. 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

Mebrimagk.  Spring  Term — Miss  Kate  A.  Shumway, 
Principal ;  Mrs.  Kosa  Akerman,  Assistant.  Fall  and 
Winter  Terms  —  Mrs.  Rosa  Akerman,  Principal;  JVIiss 
Laura  A.  Webster,  Assistant. 

Centre, — Miss  K.  A.  Watson,  Principal ;  Miss  Julia 
M.  Johnson,  Assistant. 
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SuMFOBD.  Spring  Term — ^^Miss  Ellen  E.  Fisher,  Prin- 
cipal ;  Miss  Metta  C.  Davis,  Assistant.  Fall  and  Winter 
Terms  —  Miss  Metta  C.  Davis,  Principal;  Miss  Helen 
McG.  Ayers,  Assistant. 

Franellin  Street.  Spring  Term  —  Miss  Laura  A, 
Webster.     Fall  and  Winter  TervTW  — Miss  Addie  S.  Hill. 

INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

State  Street,  North  End.  Spring  Term — Miss  L. 
S.  J.  Bartlett.  Fall  and  Winter  Terms  —  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Rounds. 

Merruiack, — Miss  S.  F.  Emery. 

Centre, — Miss  I.  F.  Nutter. 

Myrtle  Street.  Spring  Term  —  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Rounds.  Fall  and  Winter  Terms  —  Miss  L.  S.  J.  Bart- 
lett. 

RuMFORD, — Miss  Helen  M.  Putney. 

West  Street, — Mrs.  Paulina  L.  Bowen. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 

State  Street,  North  End.  Spring  Term — Miss 
Helen  E.  Gilbert.  Fall  and  Winter  Terms — Miss  Annie 
E.  G.  Fifield. 

Franklin  Street, — Miss  Anna  M.  Hill. 

Merrimack, —  Miss  Eliza  J.  Day. 

Union  Street,  First  Division, — Mrs.  S.  R.  Crockett. 
Second  Division, —  Miss  Susan  R.  Moulton. 

Centre,— Miss  M.  D.  Nutter. 

Spring  Street,  First  Division.  Spring  and  Fall 
Terms  —  Miss  Clara  E.  Batchelder.  Winter  Term — ^Miss 
Nellie  T.  Duncklee.  Second  Division, — Miss  Henrietta 
J.  Evans. 

Myrtle  Street.  Spring  Term — Miss  Lucy  S.  Cur- 
rier.   Fall  and  Winter  Terms —  Miss  Minnie  A.  Ayers. 

Sixth  Ward  House, —  Miss  Hannah  Bell. 
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BuMFOBDy — Miss  Lizzie  Burleigh. 

West  Street,  First  Division, — ^Miss  Mary  A.  Abbotl 
Second  Division, —  Miss  Anna  W.  Chickering. 

Eleven  Lots.  Spring  Term — Miss  L.  A.  Sawyei 
Fall  Term  —  Miss  Rebecca  M.  Sawyer. 

Bow  Brook.  Spring  and  Fall  Terms — Miss  Ellei 
A.  Reed.     Winter  Term  —  Miss  Clara  E.  Thayer. 

The  attempt  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  to  in 
stitute  a  thorough  system  of  examinations,  particular!] 
with  reference  to  promotion  from  one  class  to  another  ir 
the  several  schools,  and  from  one  school  to  another.  The 
system  thus  inaugurated,  if  thoroughly  carried  out,  wil 
ensure  more  accurate  distinctions  of  grade  than  have  hith- 
erto existed ;  in  other  words,  will  give  the  grades  the 
clean-cut  edges  so  desirable,  both  for  promoting  sym- 
metry of  organization,  and  for  affording  a  laudable  stimu- 
lus to  well  directed  exertions  on  the  part  of  teachers  and 
pupils.  These  examinations,  in  order  to  be  of  much  util- 
ity, should  be  searching  and  thorough,  and  in  the  High 
and  Grammar  schools,  partially,  at  least,  in  wi'iting. 

It  is  noticeable  that  there  is  an  increasing  uniformity  in 
the  principles  and  modes  of  teaching  throughout  the  dis- 
trict. Such  uniformity  is  desirable.  It  has  been  some- 
what promoted  by  the  mutual  visiting  of  schools,  which  a 
wise  rule  of  the  Board  permits  to  teachers.  It  can  hardly, 
however,  be  so  fully  consummated  under  our  present  sys- 
tem of  supervision,  as  in  places  where  a  single  superinten- 
dent devotes  his  time  and  energies  to  the  watch  and  care 
of  the  schools,  and  thus  weaves  all  diverse  elements  into 
a  harmonious  whole. 

That  the  High  school  is  the  object  of  the  affectionate 
pride  of  our  citizens,  the  attendance  each  year  at  its  grad- 
uation exercises  attests.  Finer  audiences  never  convene 
in  Concord,  than  on  these  occasions.  The  GraduatioB 
day  (jf  1870  was  no  exception.  The  members  of  th< 
class  acquitted  themselves  with  honor  in  the  reading  and 


25 


recitatioD  of  original  themes.  They  received  the  customa- 
ry diplomas,  presented  them  by  Mr.  Adams,  in  behalf  of 
the  Board.     Their  names  were : 


W.  Austin  Curtice, 
Owen  R.  Mason, 
Arthur  W.  Silsby, 
Minnie  A.  Ayers, 
Lydia  A.  Batchelder, 
Carrie  A.  Cottrell, 
Ida  F.  Dennett, 
Eunice  S.  Dow, 
Emma  Elliott, 


Emma  A.  Ford, 
Minnie  W.  Harvey, 
Mima  L.  Hopkins, 
Fannie  F.  Lincoln, 
Annie  P.  Little, 
J.  Eva  Moulton, 
Mary  J.  Sanborn, 
Helen  A.  Stewart, 
Clara  Webster. 


It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  names  of  so  few 
boys  are  found  in  the  list  of  graduates  from  our  High 
school.  In  that  school  a  boy  can  receive  that  mental 
training  which  he  needs  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  best 
results  in  life — a  training  of  which  he  should  not  be  de- 
prived, save  from  the  most  imperative  reasons.  The  ten- 
dency to  permit  boys  to  go  into  business,  before  reaching 
the  point  of  graduation  from  the  High  school,  or  even 
from  the  Grammar  school,  seems  to  be  growing ;  but  it  is 
deleterious.  The  boys  go  forth  to  the  work  of  life  with 
minds  little  disciplined  —  little  capable  of  grappling  with 
questions  of  thought  and  duty,  and  wresting  from  them 
the  right  opinion  and  the  right  course  of  action.  Their 
minds,  put  too  early  into  the  narrow  ruts  of  business,  be- 
come cramped  and  narrow;  they  become  slaves  of  the 
ruts,  and  not  their  masters,  widening  them  at  their  pleas- 
ure. This  curtailment  of  training  must  be  endured  when 
and  where  it  can  not  be  helped.  But  the  present  is  not 
the  time  when,  and  Concord  with  its  excellent  common 
school  system,  so  liberally  sustained  by  the  money  of  the 
people,  is  not  the  place  where,  this  curtailment  of  educa- 
tional advantage  for  his  son  should  be  willingly  permitted 
by  any  parent.      If,   for  mny  reason,  the  High  school 
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ooorse,  in  its  English  diyision  at  least,  can  not  be  punraed 
to  the  end,  certainly  the  effort  should  be  made  to  let  our 
boys  and  girls  have  the  full  training  of  the  Grammar 
school.  Assuredly,  no  one  will  gainsay  that  our  future 
men  and  women  need  the  modicum  of  education  wh|ch 
they  can  get  there.  While  we  would  not  diminish  the 
number  of  girls  graduating  from  the  High  and  Granmiar 
schools, —  for  the  more  of  these  the  better, — still  we  must 
express  the  hope  that,  ere  long,  something  nearer  an  equa- 
tion of  the  sexes  may  be  found  in  our  graduation  lists 
than  has  hitherto  existed. 

While  the  schools  in  this  district  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  any  other  place  of  similar  size  and  advan 
tages  in  the  State;  though  we  may  be  justly  proud  of 
them,  yet  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  present  is  an 
age  of  educational  progress  ;  and  we  should  exact  of  those 
who  assume  the  responsibility  of  training  our  children, 
the  best  work,  and  in  the  best  modes.  We  should  exact  of 
them  constant  improvement  in  the  art  of  teaching ;  con- 
stant and  renewed  preparation — for  it  may  be  truthfully 
said,  that,  however  well  the  teacher  may  be  prepared,  his 
work  of  preparation  is  never  done.  Our  schools  arc 
good,  but  they  can  be  made  better  if  teachers,  parents, 
and  friends  of  education  will,  with  due  appreciation  of 
the  exceeding  importance  of  the  common  school,  unite  in 
doing  their  best. 

The  following  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  the  support  of  schools  the  past  year : 

llECEIPTS. 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand, $770.96 

Amount  raised  by  city  tax, 8,862.00 

Amount  raised  by  special  vote, 8,138.00 

Amount  of  Literary  Fund, 95.19 

Amount  appropriated  for  books, 30.00 

$17,896.15 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  of  teachers, $18,288.00 

Fuel,  repairs,  insurance,  &c., 8,988.27 

$17,266.27 
Balance  on  hand, 629.88 

$17,896.16 
Elisha  Adams, 
Joseph  B.  Walker, 
William  M.  Chase, 
Hazen  Pickering, 
John  V.  Barron, 
P.  B.  Cogswell, 
Samuel  C.  Eastman, 
Abraham  J.  Prescott, 
Amos  Hadley, 
Board  of  Education  of  Union  School  District. 
Concord,  March  25,  1871. 
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In  the  High  School, 

In  the  Grammar  Schools,. . . . 
In  the  Intermediate  Schools,. 

In  the  Primary  Schools, 

In  the  lilzed  Schools, 


150 
409 
345 
751 
72 

17i7 


12a 
311 
275 
557 
45 

1313 


AMOUNT  EXPENDED  FOR  SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


The  sum  raised  by  the  city  for  the  support  of 

schools  the  past  year,  was  $11,500.00 

Literary  Fund,  713.98 

Distribution  of  Dog  Tax  of  1869-70,  400.00 

Raised  by  Union  School  District,  additional,         8,138.00 
Raised  by  Union   School  District  for  school- 
house  debt,  5,600.00 
Books  for  School  Library,  30.00 
School  District  No.  1,  in  part  payment  for  a 

new  school-house,  700.00 

School  District  No.  3,  for  payment  of  school- 
house  debt,  115.54 
School  District  No.  24,  for  repairs  on  school- 
house,  60.00 
School  District  No,  12,  for  school-house  debt,       1,000.00 

Making  the  sum  expended  for  the  purposes  of 

education  the  past  year,  $28,257.52 

School  District  No.  22,  for  school-house  debt,  140.07 


$28,397.59 
Of  this  sum  there  was  paid  for  the  support  of  schools,  to 
District  No.  1,  the  sum  of  $182.73 


2, 
3, 
4, 
5, 
6, 
7, 
8, 
12, 


134.73 
637.73 
124.73 
123.73 
103.73 
155.73 
158.73 
238.73 
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District  No.  13, 

the  sum  of 

$273.46 
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72.88 

ft 

18, 

ff 

ft 

25.89 

Union  School  Districts  Nos. 

9,  10  and  11, 

17,125.19 

MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 


Oende^nen  of  the  City  Council: 

We  have  met  in  Convention,  agreeably  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  City  Charter,  and  have  taken  upon  ourselves 
the  oath  of  office  required  by  law  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  assigned  to  our  charge.  And  now,  standing  in 
the  presence  of  our  fellow-citizens,  and  before  God,  under 
the  solemnities  of  an  oath,  we  can  not  but  feel,  in  a 
measure,  at  least,  the  weight  of  responsibility  resting 
upon  us.  To  us,  individually  and  collectively,  gentlemen 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Common  Councilmen,  and 
Assessors,  is  committed  to-day,  to  a  certain  extent,  at 
least,  the  interests  and  material  prosperity  of  our  city. 
The  coming  year,  as  in  the  preceding,  measures  affecting 
the  growth,  prosperity  and  ultimate  good  of  all  her 
citizens,  will  force  themselves  upon  our  attention.  How 
to  meet  and  wisely  dispose  of  them,  will  constitute  no 
small  part  of  the  labor  and  anxiety  of  our  position.  That 
it  will  be  your  aim,  as  it  certainly  shall  be  mine,  carefully 
to  consider,  and  to  the  best  of  our  ability  so  to  determine 
all  questions  of  moment  submitted  for  our  action,  that  we 
shall  have  the  approval  of  our  consciences,  and  merit  the 
approbation  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Without  further  re- 
marks, I  call  your  attention,  first,  to  the  condition  of  our 

FINANCES. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  city  is  properly  set  forth 
in  the  Eeport  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and,  in  my 
judgment,  approximates  as  near  to  absolute  correctness  as 
a  statement  of  the  municipal  finances  of  a  city,  of  the 
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wealth  and  population  of  ourB,  can  be  rendered.     By  it 
you  will  find  the  amount  of 

City  bonds  outstanding,  to  be  $242,300.00 

City  State  House  bonds,  100,000.00 

Precinct  State  House  bonds,  50,000.00 

Interest  to  February  1,  1871,  4,900.00 

Outstanding  accounts  and  claims,  7,385.94 

Floating  debt  and  interest,  4,236.46 


Total  indebtedness,  $408,822.40 

Available  assets,  49,625.02 


Indebtedness  of  th«  city,  February  1,  1871,    $359,197.38 

The  amount  paid  on  account  of  the  city  debt  during 
the  year  ending  February  1,  1871,  was. 

Floating  debt,  principal,  $17,456.00 

Bonds  redeemed,  more  than  sold,  1,700.00 


Total,  $19,156.00 

The  amount  of  taxes  assessed  the  past  year  was 
$133,953.94.  A  tolerably  careful  estimate  of  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  current  year,  including  the  payment  of  one  half 
the  amount  voted  in  aid  of  the  extension  of  the  Claremont 
Railroad ;  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  county  tax ; 
the  possible  erection  of  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Fire 
Depai-tment ;  repairing  of  the  buildings  at  tlie  City  Farm ; 
damages  for  land  taken  for  highways,  and  grading  of  the 
same;  several  new  reservoirs,  and  usual  unforeseen  ex- 
penditures, will,  in  my  judgment,  necessitate  the  raising 
of  a  sum  somewhat  in  excc9s  of  that  of  the  year  just 
closed.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  the  increase  of 
taxable  property  during  the  past  year  will  largely  assist 
to  make  this  addition,  without  materially  increasing  the 
rate  of  taxation. 

Should  all  the  public  enterprises  now  being  favorably 
entertained   by  our  citizens,  be  entered  upon,  I  would 
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commend  them  to  the  immediate  cultivation  of  enlarged 
and  liberal  views  upon  the  subject  of  taxation,  fully 
believing  that  time  will  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  these 
undertakings. 

I  recommend  that,  for  the  year  upon  which  we  have 
just  entered,  we  levy  a  tax  which  shall,  including  our 
other  expenditures,  reduce  our  indebtedness  to  a  sum  of 
not  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars. 

HIGHWAYS. 

The  condition  of  our  highways,  consequent  upon  the 
freshets  of  October,  1869,  and  January  and  May,  ISTO* 
has  necessitated  a  large  expenditure,  nor  have  we  entirely 
recovered  |rom  its  elSects.  Much  has  been  done  by  way 
of  repairs,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done.  The  bridge 
crossing  the  Contoocbok  river,  at  Fisherville,  needs  exten- 
sive repairs,  if  not  entire  reconstruction.  Free  Bridge 
needs  to  be  reshingled.  A  bridge  will  have  to  be  built 
at  the  continuation  of  Allison  street,  across  a  ravine  east 
of  the  grounds  recently  used  as  a  military  rendezvous. 
An  unusual  expenditure  will  have  to  be  provided  for  land 
damage,  and  the  grading  of  streets  recently  laid  out.  I 
recommend  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose  somewhat  in 
excess  of  that  of  last  year. 

SIDEWALKS  AND  CROSSINGS. 

To  no  one  improvement  are  we  more  indebted  than  to 
that  relating  to  our  sidewalks  and  street-crossings.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  I  have  listened  with  pleasure,  on  many 
occasions,  at  home  and  abroad,  to  compliments  bestowed 
in  this  regard.  I  trust  our  citizens,  who  have  not,  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  excellent  opportunity  olSered  to 
beautify  their  vicinity,  and  increase  the  value  of  their 
estates  far  beyond  its  cost,  as  well  as  confer  a  substantial 
benefit  upon  our  thoroughfares.  It  will  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  authorities  to  render  prompt  assistance  to  thosa 
3  ^ 
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dedrouB  of  laying  fheir  walkB  with  concrete.     I  leoom- 
mend  a  spedal  appropriation  for  this  porpoee. 

8EWEB8  AND  DRAINS. 

By  direction  of  tiie  City  Council,  I  appeared  before  the 
L^ishtare,  at  its  last  session,  and  procured  the  passage 
of  an  enactment  to  facilitate  the  construction  of  sewen* 
the  principal  feature  of  which  is,  conferring  power  upon 
the  City  Council  to  assess  the  cost  of  such  constructicm 
and  maintenance,  or  such  a  part  thereof  as  the  Council 
may  deem  advisable,  upon  the  estates  or  locality  immedi- 
ately or  remotely  benefited  thereby.  This  act  has  been  in 
force  in  Massachusetts  several  years,  and  its  legality  has 
been  confirmed  by  a  decision  of  the  courts  ofrthat  State. 
Under  this  act,  some  five  thousand  feet  of  sewers  have 
been  constructed,  at  an  expenditure  of  some  eight  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  past  season,  upon  which  an  assessment  is 
soon  to  be  made. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  the  gcnenil  health  and  convenience 
of  the  compact  part  of  the  city  would  be  greatly  pro- 
moted by  the  completion  of  this  system  of  sewerage,  and 
as  the  expense  of  the  same  will,  to  a  great  extent,  be  paid 
by  those  immediately  benefited  thei-eby,  I  respectfully 
recommend  a  small  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  Fire  Department  is  deservedly  held  in  high  estima- 
tion by  the  entire  community.  Its  members  are  prompt, 
fearless  and  resolute  in  the  performance  of  every  duty. 
The  apparatus  belonging  to  the  department  is  believed  to 
be  in  proper  condition.  The  character  of  the  building  in 
which  the  steamers  and  apparatus  are  kept  is  such  as  to 
give  rise  to  constant  apprehension.  For  several  years  the 
subject  of  erecting  suitable  accommodations,  of  a  fire- 
proof character,  for  the  use  of  the  department,  has  been 
agitated.     Until  recently,  it  has  not  seemed  to  mc  that 
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the  wants  of  the  city,  in  this  direction^  had  been  fully 
appreciated.  I  commend  the  subject  to  your  early  and 
favorable  consideration. 

The  necessity  of  keeping  a  pair  of  horses  and  driver 
constantly  at  the  stable,  for  use  in  case  of  fire,  is  sub-r 
mitted  to  your  consideration.  For  myself,  I  fully  concur 
in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  Beport  of  the  Chief 
Engineer,  that  one  of  the  teams  should  be  kept  there,  '*or 
in  dose  proximity  to  it,^  I  take  this  occasion  to  express 
my  thanks  to  Chief  Engineer  Hill  for  the  many  acts  of 
kindness  and  valuable  suggestions  I  have  received  at  his 
hands ;  to  his  first  assistant,  Abel  B.  Holt,  Esq. ;  to 
Alderman  Teel,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Fire 
Department,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  charge, 
for  the  courtesy  and  forbearance  they  have  at  all  times 
exhibited  in  our  mutual  intercourse. 

POLICE. 

I  think  I  may  safely  aver  that  at  no  time  since  the 
organization  of  our  city,  has  the  Police  Department 
exhibited  a  greater  degree  of  efficiency  than  at  present. 
Under  the  control  of  our  present  worthy  City  Marshal, 
who  seems  admirably  calculated  to  administer  the  affairs 
of  his  department,  a  good  degree  of  freedom  from  crime 
and  lawlessness  has  been  attained.  I  respectfully  refer 
you  to  the  Eeport  of  the  Police  Justice  for  substantial 
evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  this  branch  of  the  public 
service.  The  present  quiet  and  good,  order  of  the  city, 
and  freedom  from  officious  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
police,  is  a  subject  of  general  remark.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  further  increase  in  the  number  of  officers  ia 
entirely  unnecessary. 

WATER. 

The  necessity  of  a  greater  supply  of  pure  water,  both 
for  the  necessities  of  our  citizens  and  the  use  of  the  Fire 
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Department,  is  generally  conoeded.  A  committee  hu 
been. chosen  and  authorized  to  procure  the  necessaiy 
surveys  and  estimates,  and  take  such  other  measmi'es  in 
this,  direction  as  they  may  deem  for  the  interests  of  the 
enterprise.  Pending  the  report  of  this  committee,  I 
deem  it  unnecessary,  if  not  unwise,  to  make  any  further 
suggestions.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  any  carefully  con- 
sidered measure,  promising  to  relieve  our  wants  in  this 
regard,  will  meet  with  my  cordial  support. 

BAILBpAI||« 

Allow  me  to  again  remind  our  citizens  of  the  propriety, 
and,  considering  the  geographical  position  of  our  city,  the 
necessity  of  embracing  every  reasonable  opportunity  Gf 
extending  our  railroad  facilities.  The  projected  road 
from  our  city  to  Eochester,  I  am  informed,  is  being 
considered  with  a  greater  degree  of  earnestness,  by  the 
parties  more  immediately  concerned,  than  has  hitherto 
characterized  their  efforts.  The  action  of  our  city  in  aid 
of  this  enterprise  may  need  some  further  legislation. 
The  tirst  installment  voted  in  aid  of  the  extension  of  the 
Claremont  Eailroad,  will  probably  be  called  for  during  the 
current  year. 

CITY   FARM. 

Our  City  Fanu,  the  value  of  which  it  is  difficult  to 
estimate  with  any  approach  to  accuracy,  is,  under  the 
excellent  management  of  its  present  overseer  and  matron 
(Mr.  and  Mrs.  Partridge),  not  only  a  pleasant  home  for 
those  who,  from  misfortune,  are  recipients  of  the  city's 
charity,  but  it  is  also  a  source  of  income,  independent  of 
the  receipts  from  its  quarries.  The  condition  of  the 
buildings  is  such  that  I  am  constrained  to  ask  an  appro- 
priation for  their  repair.  The  amount  will  probably  be 
reimbursed  from  the  income  of  the  Farm  for  the  current 
year. 
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PAXTPBBfl. 


The  experiment  of  vesting  the  general  care  of  paupers 
olST  the  Farm,  in  one  person,  instead  of  the  Aldermen, 
severally,  has  proved  successful.  Not  only  has  imposition 
on  the  part  of  applicants  for  aid  almost  entirely  ceased, 
but  they  are  much  better  and  less  expensively  provided 
for  than  under  the  old  system.  Under  that,  the  settlement 
of  paupers  often  failed  to  be  established,  thereby  entailipg 
expenditure  upon  the  city  with  which  it  was  not  justly 
chargeable ;  our  bills  against  the  county  disallowed,  and 
not  unfrequently  litigation  engendered.  Ably  managed, 
as  this  business  has  been,  by  our  City  Clerk,  Mr.  C,  F. 
Stewart,  our  bills  against  the  county  have  beeu  allowed  in 
full.  I  cordially  recommend  his  reappointment  to  that 
position. 

PETITIONS. 

The  right  to  petition  is  considered  a  sacred  rig^t ;  but 
like  many  otiier  rights,  is  subject  to  abuse.  The  facilily 
with  which  signatures  are  procured  for  almost  every  oon- 
oeivable  purpose,  is  truly  amusing.  Otherwise  carefiil  and 
considerate  persons,  who  would  exercise  the  beet  of  judg- 
ment, and  spend  ample  time  in  the  purchase  of  some 
comparatively  valueless  article  of  domestic  use,  can  be 
induced  to  affix  their  signature  to  a  petition  witiiout  even 
reading  it,  or  taking  the  least  pains  to  acquaint  themselves 
with  its  prayer,  and  which  may  cost  hundreds  of  dollars 
without  conferring  upon  tiiem  or  their  city  the  least 
possible  benefit.  A  long  array  of  names  appended  to  a 
petition,  largely  interspersed  with  those  of  our  heaviest 
tax-payers,  has  been  the  cause  of  many  unnecessary 
expenditures.  I  respectfully  suggest  to  my  fellow  citizens 
the  impropriety  of  signing  petitions  without  a  proper 
understanding  of  their  purport.  I  reconunend  the  publi- 
cation, in  one  or  more  of  our  local  papers,  of  all  petitions, 
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the  prayer  of  which  gives  rise  to  differenoes  of  opinion^ 
together  with  the  names  thereunto  appended. 

MOBAL8. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  last  mnnicipal  year  I 
found  our  city  infested  with  a  number  of  persistently 
lewd  and  lascivious  persons  of  both  sexes^  who,  banded 
together,  with  a  great  degree  of  boldness,  were  pursuing 
a  line  of  conduct  highly  offensive  to  good  morals.  After 
vainly  endeavoring,  by  persuasive  means,  to  induce  them 
to  desist  from  the  pursuit  of  their  evil  practices,  I  caused 
several  to  be  placed  in  jail,  others  to  be  sent  to  the  House 
of  Correction,  and  still  others  to  the  House  of  Reformation, 
since  which  time  but  little  trouble  has  arisen  from  this 
cause. 

Notwithstanding  the  law  for  the  suppression  of  the  sale 
of  iutoxicating  liquors  has,  to  some  extent,  been  enforced, 
and  the  amount  in  fines  from  this  source  largely  increased, 
I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  traffic  has  far  from 
•ceased  in  our  midst.  I  am,  however,  constrained  to 
believe,  from  careful  observation,  that  the  excessive  use 
of  ardent  spirits,  as  a  beverage,  has,  mainly  through  the 
example  and  kind  entreaties  of  our  temperate  and  order- 
loving  citizens,  been  abandoned  by  many,  to  whom 
proper  appeals  arc  seldom  made  in  vain. 

I  cheerfully  trust  that  those  individuals,  from  whom, 
by  their  religious,  social  or  political  position,  it  is  reason- 
able that  proper  encouragement  and  example  might  be 
expected,  will  improve  every  favorable  -opportunity  to 
impress  upon  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact,  the 
folly  and  worse  than  folly  of  the  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

With  our  city  limits,  embracing  an  area  of  sixty-four 
square  miles,  with  her  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of 
public  highways,  let  us  be  content,  and  so  direct  our 
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energies  and  consolidate  our  interests,  as  to  develop  our 
resources,  increase  our  agricultural  products,  enlarge  and 
multiply  our  manufactories,  and  give  new  life  and  pros- 
perity to  trade.  By  a  judicious  expenditure  of  a  moiety 
of  Concord  capital,  now  invested  and  used  in  building 
western  cities  and  western  railroads,  all  this  and  much 
more,,  might,  with  profit,  bo  accomplished. 

There  have  been  more  dwelling-houses  and  blocks  erected 
in  the  city  during  the  past  than  in  any  year  since  the 
beginning  of  the  Rebellion ;  yet  the  demand  for  tenements 
exceeds  the  supply. 

Our  granite  quarries  are  furnishing  employment  to 
some  two  hundred  men,  and,  I  am  credibly  informed, 
steps  have  been  taken  to  largely  increase  the  number. 
Every  encouragement  should  be  given  to  this  branch  of 
our  industry. 

Concord,  as  an  inland  city  and  capital  of  the  State,  is 
highly  favored  by  the  system  of  railroads  of  which  it  is 
the  centre.  Had  it  been  supplied  with  a  good  water 
power,  more  rapid  strides  in  wealth  and  population  would, 
undoubtedly,  have  been  made. 

About  the  year  1830,  a  survey  waa  made  by  Professor 
Hayward,  of  Cambridge  College,  with  reference  to  the 
construction  of  a  canal,  commencing  on  the  Contoocook 
river,  near  the  Borough  (so  called),  a  short  distance 
from  the  village  of  Fisherville,  from  thence  to  this  part  of 
the  city.     For  some  reason  the  enterprise  was  abandoned. 

In  September,  1836,  Colonel  Baldwin,  an  efficient 
engineer,  made  a  survey  of  Sewall's  Falls,  in  the  interest 
of  the  SewalFs  Falls  Locks  and  Canal  Company,  and  the 
Rumford  Manufacturing  Company,  whose  works  were 
then  about  being  constructed  at  East  Concord.  His  report 
expressed  the  opinion  that  sufficient  power  could  be 
obtained  to  carry  twenty-three  mills  of  five  thousand 
spindles  each. 

About  the  year  1840,  Professor  Sinmions,  then  in  the 
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service  of  the  goyenunent,  WI&  others,  made  another 
survey  of  Sewall's  Falls,  with  a  view  to  the  construction 
of  a  canal  upon  the  west  side  of  the  Merrimack  to  the 
compact  part  of  the  cily.  Thqr  demonstrated  its  practi- 
cability. 

We  are  informed  the  ownership  of  the  Sewall's  FbOe 
water  privilege  has  recently  passed  into  other  hands; 
parties  who  propose  to  transmit  power  throng  the 
medium  of  metallic  tubes — a  recently  patented  process. 
We  wish  them  evety  success  in  their  enterprise,  whidi,  if 
successful,  can  not  fidl  to  be  of  vast  importance  to  the 
welfiEffe  of  our  city. 

OQHGUJSION* 

Wo  are  now  about  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  to  which  we  have  been  specially  assigned.  I  ask 
you  to  rise  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  importance  of 
the  trust  committed  to  your  charge.  Let  economy  be 
your  watchword.  Turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  requests  not 
absolutely  demanded  for  the  public  good.  I  am  admon- 
ished, not  only  within  these  walls,  but  upon  all  occasions, 
at  home  and  abroad,  that  we  should  demean  ourselves  as 
becomes  the  representatives  of  on  educated,  wealthy  and 
prosperous  community.  May  we  be  enabled  to  meet  the 
reasonable  expectations  of  a  generous  constituency. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  thank  you  and 
all  my  fellow-citizens,  irrespective  of  party,  who  have, 
with  flattering  unanimity,  sustained  me  in  the  past,  and 
by  their  quiet  forbearance  and  candid  criticism,  done 
so  much  to  render  my  ofttimes  arduous  duties  compara- 
tively pleasant.  As  in  the  past,  so  in  the  future,  it  will 
be  my  earnest  endeavor  to  conduct  our  municipal  affiurs 
with  an  eye  single  to  our  financial  and  moral  welfiftre. 

Abraham  G.  Jones. 
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Abraham  G.  Jokbs,  Mayor. 

BOABD  OF  ALDKBMKN. 


Wardl. 

John  Whittaker,  FkhemUe. 

"     2. 

Joseph  T.  Clough,  East  Conoord. 

"     3. 

A1ft«d  C.  Abbott,  West  Ooncovd. 

"      4. 

Luther  P.  Durgin. 

"     5. 

StUlman  Hompbrey. 

"      6. 

Enoch  L.  Childs. 

.«      7. 

Andrew  S.  Smith. 
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7. 

Charles  F.  Stewart,  Clerk. 

COMMON  OOI^OIL. 

James  H.  Chase,  PresidenU 
Fmnklin  A.  Abbott,  Daniel  G.  ^olmes. 
Josiah  S.  Locke,  Daniel  Qwborn. 
Oanklin  J.  Emerson,.  Jehial  Knight. 
Charles  P.  Blanchard,  Abner  C.  Holt. 
James  H.  Giase,  ^oel  C.  Danforth. 
Frescott  F.  Stevens,  Joshua  T.  Kendall. 
Jacob  £•  Hutchins,  George  W.  Chesley. 

Lewis  L.  Mower,  Clerk. 
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AJS8BS80B8. 

Wardl. 

John  A.  Holmes.  . 

"     2. 

David  A.  Morrill. 

«     3. 

Jonathan  M.  Stewart. 

«     i. 

John  Abbott. 

"     5. 

Curtis  White. 

"      6. 

James  Sanborn. 

"      7. 

WilUam  S.  Curtice. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOABD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

On  Election  Returns  —  Alderman  Whittaker. 

On  Engrossed  Ordinances — ^Alderman  Durgin. 

On  Bills  on  their  Second  Reading  —  Alderman  Abbott. 

On  Abatement  of  Taxes  —  Alderman  Childs. 

On  Police  and  Licenses  —  Alderman  Clough. 

JOINT  ST.VNDDsG  COMMITTEES. 

On  Finance  — Alderman  Humphrey ;  Councilmen  Blau- 
chard  and  Knight. 

On  Accounts  and  Claims  —  Alderman  Childs;  Council- 
men  Stevens  and  Blanchard. 

On  Lands  and  Buildings  —  Alderman  Smith ;  Council- 
men  Stevens  and  Chesley. 

On  Puhlic  Listruction — Aldeiman  Humphrey;  Coun- 
cilmen Holmes  and  Sanborn. 

On  Streets  and  Commons  —  Alderman  Smith  ;  Council- 
men  Blanchard  and  Danforth. 

On  Roads  and  Bridges  —  Alderman  Childs ;  Council- 
men  Knight  and  Sanborn. 

On  Fire  Department  —  Alderman  Whittaker ;  Council- 
men  Hutchins  and  Locke. 

On  Lighting  Streets  —  Alderman  Durgin;  Councilmen 
Kendall  and  Holt. 

On  City  Farm  —  Alderman  Clough;  Councilmen  Ab- 
bott and  Emerson. 
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On  Cemeteries  —  Alderman  Abbott;  Councilmen  Ken- 
dall and  Abbott. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES  OP  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL.  ^ 

Elections  and  Returns — ^Messrs.  Holmes,  Locke  and 
Hutcbins. 

Bills  on  Second  Reading — ^Messrs.  Sanborn,  Holt  and 
Clough. 

Engrossed  Ordinances — ^Messrs.  Emerson,  Knight  and 
Danforth. 

CITY  OFFICEBS. 

City  Clerk— C.  F.  Stewart.  Office  in  City  Hall  Build- 
ing, south  entrance ;  house  267  Main  street. 

Gitj/  Treasurer — Samuel  C.  Eastman.  Office,  Bumford 
Block,  Main  street,  up  stairs. 

City  Solicitor — Charles  P.  Sanborn. 

Collector  of  Taxes — ^William  H.  Allison. 

City  Marshal — John  Connell. 

Assistant  Marshal — Loren  H.  Chase,  Fisherville. 

Night  Watch — James  E.  Rand,  Charles  H.  Jones. 

City  Physician — Albert  A.  Moulton. 

Assistant  City  Physician — C.  C.  Topliff. 

Overseer  of  the  Poor — Wards  3,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  Charles 
F.  Stewart. 

Health  Officers — John  Connell,  A.  A.  Moulton  and  Al- 
derman Enoch  L.  Childs. 

Police  Justice — Sylvester  Dana. 

Special  Police  Justice — Arthur  Fletcher. 

Superintending  School  Committee  for  Wards  1^  2^  3 
and  7 — Isaac  N.  Abbott,  Rev.  George  G.  Harriman  and 
Rev.  Herbert  R.  Howes. 

Board  of  Education  fvr  Union  District — Joseph  B. 
Walker,  Elisha  Adams,  Amos  Hadley,  P.  B.  Cogswell, 
Samuel  C.  Eastman,  William  M.  Chase,  Hazen  Pickering, 
John  V.  Barron,  Abraham  J.  Prescott. 
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TVtKteM  of  PMUi  £arafy-*Itev*.  Albert  W.  Fiake, 
Benjamin  L.  Larkin,  Simeon  Abbott,  Amos  Hadley,  Wil- 
liam H.  Eambally  Isaac  N.  Abbott  and  Heniy  T.  Gbicker- 
ing. 

Old  and  Bhsaom  HiU  Omeiery  Ommitiee—Jolm  M. 
Hill,  Peter  Dudley  and  John  G.  Lincoln. 

Skut  Oanoord  Oemeienf  OommiUee — George  W.  Lake, 
John  B.  CmiiB  and  Timothy  W.  Emery. 

FisherviUe  Oanetery  OommUCde — Henry  H.  Brown, 
Jdm  A.  Cobum  and  William  H.  Allen. 

Weat  Concord  Oemeiery  Cbmmitte^— George  E.  Holden, 
Timothy  CSarter  and  Chandler  Eastman. 

Vhdertaken— Tot  Old  and  Blossom  Hill  Cemeteries, 
Charles  Crow;  Ward  1,  If^erville,  John  A.  Cobmn; 
Ward  2,  George  W.  Woods;  Ward  8,  Gardner  K. 
Knowles ;  Millville,  William  H.  Currier ;  Horse  Hill  Cem- 
etery, George  Abbott. 

Superintendent  of  Repairs  of  High\oays  and  Bridges — 
Abraham  G.  Jones. 

JLamplighter — ^Richard  P.  Sanborn. 

Police  Officers — John  Connoll,  Charles  H.  Jones,  James 
E.  Band,  Charles  W.  Davis,  Harrison  Partridge,  James 
M.  Jones  and  William  A.  Huntress. 

tSpedal  Police  Officers— HI.  H.  Houston,  E.  A.  Miller, 
Josiah  C.  Shaw,  Hall  B.  Rand,  N.  H.  Haskell,  James  H. 
Bowell,  S.  M.  Griffin,  Alvah  C.  Ferrm,  B.  M.  Ordwaj, 
L.  H.  Carroll,  Jacob  E.  Hutchins,  Moody  S.  Famum, 
William  T.  Locke,  Greorge  W.  Chesley,  George  W. 
Locke,  Luther  P.  Fuller,  Charles  H.  Critchett,  Lewis  L. 
Mower,  Horace  S.  Abbott,  David  L.  Neal,  Samuel  W. 
Shattuck,  Loren  W.  Glysson,  John  Foss,  Frank  G. 
Mason,  Charles  T.  Lane,  John  D.  Teel,  Asa  M.  Bond, 
Edwin  Sanborn,  Edward  B.  Noyes,  John  Chadwick,  Pat- 
rick Crowley,  Moses  F.  Sogers,  Joseph  J.  Wyman, 
Richard  P.  Sanborn,  Joseph  C.  Eaton,  Joseph  S.  Merrill, 
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Josiiih  Cooper,  (}eorge  W.  Lake,  £.  S.  Cartis  and  Wil- 
liam W.  Sawyer. 

Oonsiable — Charles  A.  Mclntire. 

Fence    Viewers — John    Abbotf,   Moses    H.   Farnum, 
James  Frye,  Daniel  Enowlton. 

Surveyors  of  Wood  and  Lumber — John  Abbott,  John 
E.  Abbott,  Horace  S.  Abbott,  Jeremiah  S.  Abbott,  Chas. 
W.  Ash,  Greorge  W.  Abbott,  William  H.  Brown,  John 
Ballard,  William'  Ballard,  John  T.  Batchelder,  William 
A.  Bean,  Charles  C.  Bean,  Horace  Beals,  James  M.  Blake, 
Duane  D.  Brainerd,  Lorenzo  D.  Brown,  William  A. 
Chesley,  George  W.  Chesley,  William  S.- Curtice,  Ed- 
ward S.  Curtis,  Greorge  W.  Crockett,  William  H.  Currier, 
Timothy  Carter,  A.  C.  Carter,  William  Carr,  H.  T. 
Chickering,  Isaac  Clement,  Orrin  T.  Cilley,  Daniel  Clif- 
ford, J.  T.  Clough,  William  A.  Clough,  Charles  H. 
Clough,  A.  W.  Collins,  Josiah  Cooper,  Albert  A.  Currier, 
Rodney  Cutting,  William  W.  Cloud,  William  F.  Duigm, 
Joel  C.  Danforth,  Elbridge  Dimond,  Lorenzo  Dow,  Hi- 
ram Dow,  Samuel  Eastman,  Chandler  Eastman,  Lowell 
Eastman,  Eben  F.  Elliott,  Isaac  Emery,  Isaac  Elwell, 
Timothy  W.  Emery,  Luther  B.  Elliott,  Hiram  Farring- 
ton,  Edward  P.  Farnum,  Abner  D.  Farnum,  Henry  H. 
Farnum,  John  D.  Fife,  Philip  Flanders,  John  E.  Fay, 
George  Frye,  Luther  P.  Fuller,  Charles  H.  Farnum, 
David  Farnum,  Benjamin  F.  Goodwin,  Charles  S.  Harper, 
Joseph  Hazeltine,  Abner  C.  Holt,  Mark  B.  Holt,  Abel  B. 
Holt,  John  A.  Holmes,  James  F.  Hoit,  Jacob  E.  Hutch- 
ins,  Ebenezer  B.  Hutchinson,  Daniel  G.  Holmes,  Samuel 
Hutchins,  Lyman  E.  Hall,  Joshua  S.  Kendall,  Jehiel  D. 
Ejiight,  Julius  Lord,  Henry  Martin,  Nicholas  G.  Meade, 
James  Moore,  Henry  M.  Moore,  Asa  H.  Morrill,  Jere- 
miah S.  Noyes,  Caleb  Parker,  Harrison  Partridge,  G^rge 
A.  Pillsbury,  Frank  J.  Pillsbury,  George  B.  Pecker, 
Nicholas  Quimby,  Noah  H.  Banlet,  Charles  P.  Rowell, 
C!yrus  Bunnels^  Edward  Bunnels,  H.  W.  Mathews,  John 
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Putney,  Shadraoh  Seavey,  TliomaB  Stuarty  Andmr  & 
Smith,  Daniel  F.  Se^omb,  Charles  E.  lliompaony  Jdi 
D.  Teel,  John  6.  Warren,  Henry  D.  White,  Daniel  S. 
Webster,  Stephen  Webster,  Curtis  White,  Jobn  WUtta- 
ker. 

Surveyors  of  SUme — ^Moses  H.  Bean,  Henry  H.  BmnSv 
Josiah  Cooper,  Edward  Dow,  Greorge  W.  Emerton,  Dan- 
iel Famum,  Ira  Foster,  Albert  Knowlton,  John  Bowe» 
Albert  Eiiowles,  Simeon  Abbott.' 

Surveyors  of  Masonry — Joseph  B.  Bowers,  Henry  H. 
Brown,  Edward  Dow,  Lyman  B.  Fellows,  Richard  M. 
Ordway. 

Weighers  of  Hay — Joseph  H.  Abbott,  Charles  W. 
Ash,  John  A.  Holmes,  Henry  T.  Chickering,  Albert  A. 
Currier,  Beth  B.  Dole,  Alonzo  Downing,  Francis  A.  Fisk, 
Omar  L.  Shepard,  James  F.  Hoit,  Joseph  B.  Hook,  Ben- 
jamin A.  Kimball,  Cyrus  W.  Paige,  Noah  H.  Banlet, 
Charies  A.  Eobinson,  Sylvester  Stevens,  Henry  C.  Sturte- 
vant,  George  F.  Whittredge,  Nathan  Abbott. 

Sealers  of  Leather — Moses  H.  Bean,  William  Gilman, 
Chase  Hill,  Jacob  P.  Sanders,  John  C.  Thorn,  Cyrus  B. 
BobinsoD. 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures — John  Batchelder, 
James  H.  Chase,  John  A.  West,  John  A.  Holmes. 

Pound  Keeper — Harrison  Partridge. 

Cullers  of  Staves — ^Leonard  Bell,  William  Hayward, 
Stephen  Quimby. 

Surveyors  of  Painting — Edward  Dow,  Charles  E.. 
Savory,  George  H.  Amsden. 
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